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Israeli strikes 
kill 15 in
Gaza school
REUTERS, Gaza

Israeli strikes on 
a school housing 
displaced families in 
northern Gaza killed 15 
Palestinians yesterday, 
local health authorities 
said, as Israeli forces 
continued to demolish 
homes and buildings in 
Rafah in the south of the 
enclave.

Medics said two 
strikes targeted the 
Karama School in 
Tuffah, a suburb of Gaza 
City. Among those killed 
was a local journalist, 
Nour Abdu, Palestinian 
media said. There was 
no immediate comment 
from the Israeli army.

Two Israeli airstrikes 
on another school, 
housing displaced 
people in Bureij camp 
in central Gaza, killed at 
least 33 people.

INDIA-PAKISTAN CLASHES

What happens next?
AGENCIES

Weeks of tension erupted early 
yesterday morning when India fired 
missiles into Pakistan and Pakistan-
controlled Kashmir, escalating the 
likelihood of a full-blown military 
confrontation between the nuclear-
armed South Asian neighbours.

Pakistani authorities said at least 
26 people, including a child, were 
killed overnight, decrying a “blatant 
act of war”.

India said its strikes were “focused, 
measured and non-escalatory in 
nature”, emphasising that no Pakistani 
military facilities had been targeted.

Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute resident senior fellow Raji 
Pillai Rajagopalan said there was a 
“a lot of disappointment, pain and 
anger” in India over the religion-
based targeting of civilians.
WILL INDIA, PAKISTAN GO TO 
WAR?
Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif said on social media: “The 
treacherous enemy has launched 

a cowardly attack on five locations 
within Pakistan. This heinous act of 
aggression will not go unpunished. 
Pakistan reserves the absolute right 
to respond decisively to this.”

Pakistan’s Defence Minister 
Khawaja Asif claimed five Indian 
planes had been shot down and that 
Indian soldiers had been captured, 

reports abc.net.au.
Speaking to Bloomberg TV, Mr 

Asif denied that there were terrorist 
training camps in the areas struck by 
India and that it was civilians who were 
suffering. “This has been initiated by 
India … If India backs down we will 
definitely wrap up this thing,” he said. 
“But as long as we are under attack, 
under fire, we have to respond. We 
have to defend ourselves.”

Experts said the course of the 
conflict depended on the scale and 
nature of Pakistan’s response. RAND 
Corporation defence analyst Derek 
Grossman told the ABC that the air 
strikes were “a very serious escalation 
in India-Pakistan tensions that 
could, if taken to the extreme, result 
in nuclear war”.

“Much depends on the Pakistani 
response, and if they stay true to 
their word, then their retaliation 
may be substantial and potentially 
escalatory,” he said.
WHAT ARE THE BROADER 
GLOBAL RISKS?
The two countries possess 
comparable nuclear arsenals, with 

India holding 172 nuclear warheads 
and Pakistan 170.

“There is a chance, though low, 
that an escalating war could bring 
great powers into conflict via proxy as 
well,” Grossman said. “India benefits 
from Russian assistance in the form 
of defensive weaponry, with the 
Kremlin reportedly recently having 
provided new missiles,” he said.

“However, India also has a 
strong relationship with the United 
States, and it has pledged support 
as well. And Pakistan’s closest 
strategic partner is China.” Still, 
Dr Rajagopalan said Pakistan’s 
leadership had “shown a reasonable 
amount of maturity to keep the 
conflict in limited fashion and not let 
it completely go out of hand”.

India used 
SCALP, HAMMER 
to hit Pak camps
NDTV ONLINE

India utilised a suite of high-precision, 
long-range strike weapons in the 
operation. Among these were the SCALP 
and the HAMMER.

The SCALP, also known as Storm 
Shadow, is a long-range, air-launched 
cruise missile with a range exceeding 250 
kilometres and designed for deep-strike 
capabilities.

The HAMMER, short for Highly Agile 
Modular Munition Extended Range, 
smart bomb was used to strike hardened 
infrastructure such as multi-storey 
buildings used as logistical centres by LeT 
and JeM. 

A broad view of a damaged Islamic seminary following Indian strikes in Ahmedpur Sharqia, approximately 7 kilometres from 
Bahawalpur in Pakistan’s Punjab province, yesterday. Inset, students participate in an emergency mock drill as part of the 
nationwide civil defence exercise at a school in New Delhi, amid rising border tensions. PHOTO: AFP

“We are deeply 
worried by last 
night’s clashes 

between these two 
nuclear powers. 

Now more than ever ... reason 
and clear-headedness are 

required.”
Germany Chancellor 

Friedrich Merz

City

More gas for 
industries, less for 
power generation
FROM PAGE 1

outages if the sector gets 
less gas, Fouzul said the 
government would increase 
the production of furnace 
oil-based power plants to 
mitigate the shortage.

Furnace oil-based power 
plants have been producing 
up to 2,500MW against 
a capacity of 5,500MW, 
according to Bangladesh 
Power Development Board.

At the meeting 
yesterday, the adviser said 
the additional four cargoes 
of LNG would cost Tk 2,800 
crore.

The authorities lose Tk 
7.08 on each cubic metre of 
gas sold, as the selling price 
is Tk 22.64 while the cost is 
Tk 29.72. In the sector, the 
total deficit will reach Tk 
11,000 crore.

“Bearing in mind the 
public interest, we are not 
going to increase the gas or 
power prices,” he said.

He announced forming 
a taskforce to increase the 
ongoing drives against 
the illegal gas connections 
in the industrial areas. 
Titas Gas will form a team 
to monitor whether gas 
supply to industries has 
increased.

Fouzul said the plan was 
to work over 50 gas wells 
this year and around 100 
wells next year. “We will 
go for new gas exploration 
soon. We have already 
drilled three wells which 
have been producing 27 
mmcfd. We have awarded 
tenders for five wells in 
Bhola.”

The government is 
buying new drilling 
equipment, he added.

Due to a shortage in 
gas supply, production 
in many textile mills has 
slumped to just 30 to 40 
percent of capacity in key 
industrial zones, including 
Narayanganj, Gazipur, 
Bhulta, Maona, and Tongi, 
in the last couple of weeks.

Recently, four top 
business associations 
ran newspaper adverts, 
saying that a sudden and 
severe gas supply crisis was 
plaguing industries.

“Over the past two 
weeks, the situation has 
steadily deteriorated 
causing serious concern 
among manufacturers 
and exporters. Acute gas 
shortages have forced 
many export-oriented 
and domestic mills to 
scale down or entirely halt 
production operations,” 
read the adverts.

Former president of 
FBCCI AK Azad, BKMEA 
President Mohammad 
Hatem, Bangladesh 
Chamber of Industries 
President Anwar-ul Alam 
Chowdhury, Managing 
Director of Meghna Group 
Mostafa Kamal, Chairman 
of PRAN-RFL Group Ahsan 
Khan Chowdhury attended 
yesterday’s meeting.

AK Azad said at the 
briefing that they expressed 
their concerns. “If the 
government implements its 
plan, our requirements will 
be fulfilled and we will be 
satisfied.”


