
DHAKA WEDNESDAY MAY 7, 2025, BAISHAKH 24, 1432 BS12

7 paramilitaries 
killed in bomb 
attack in SW 
Pakistan
AFP, Quetta

Seven Pakistani 
paramilitary troops were 
killed and five others 
wounded yesterday in a 
homemade bomb attack on 
a convoy in southwestern 
Balochistan province, 
officials said.

Violence has surged in 
Balochistan, which borders 
Afghanistan and Iran, in 
recent years as militant 
separatist groups step up 
their fight against Pakistani 
authorities they accuse 
of exploiting the region’s 
natural resources.

The Pakistani military 
said in a statement that 
“terrorists” from the Baloch 
Liberation Army (BLA), 
which it described as an 
Indian proxy, had targeted 
a vehicle carrying security 
forces with a homemade 
bomb near the town of 
Mach in Kachhi district.

2 girls heading to school 
killed in lightning strike

Three framers also killed  
in separate strikes

STAR REPORT

A lightning strike killed two girls 
and critically injured another while 
they were walking to their school 
in Pakundia upazila of Kishoreganj 
yesterday.

Faria Jannat Irina, 14, and Adrita 
Islam Priya, 14, were 9th graders at 
Charteki Girls School and College. 
They died at the scene, officials said, 
adding that their classmate Hima 
Akter Barsha, 15, was being treated at 
Kishoreganj Sadar Hospital.

The victims were residents of 
Charteki village and were struck by 
lightning near their homes, locals 
said.

School Principal Aminul Haque 
said the girls were on their way to take 
an exam around midday when the rain 
and thunder began.

Upazila Health and Family Planning 
Officer Noor-Alam Khan confirmed 
the incident.

Upazila Nirbahi Officer Billal 

Hossen said the administration was 
helping the grieving families with the 
burials.

In a separate incident, a lightning 
strike killed Kotu Mia, 40, who was 
herding his cattle in a field in the 
Chamakpur area of Mithamoin 
upazila of Kishoreganj, said Shafiul 
Alam, officer-in-charge Mithamoin 
Police Station.

In Jhenaidah, two farmers were 
killed in separate incidents of 
lightning strikes in the morning, said 
Abdullah Al Mamun, OC of Jhenaidah 
Sadar Police Station.

Mirajul Islam, 25, of Bishyakhali, 
and Waliar Rahman, 50, of 
Bhabanipur, were harvesting paddy at 
the time, the officer added.

Khalid Hasan, a doctor at Jhenaidah 
Sadar Hospital, said the farmers were 
already dead when they were brought 
to the hospital.

[Our Correspondents from 
Kishoreganj and Jhenaidah 
contributed to the report.]

Palestinians carry their belongings after being forced to leave their house by Israeli forces during a raid in the Nur Shams 
camp for Palestinian refugees in the occupied West Bank yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Every day 30-
40 Rohingyas 
coming to 
Bangladesh 
Says RRRC

MOKAMMEL SHUVO, Cox’s Bazar

Rohingyas are entering Bangladesh 
through various points along the 
Bangladesh-Myanmar border from 
Naikhongchhari in Bandarban to Teknaf 
in Cox’s Bazar.
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UNSC urges Indo-Pak talks on Kashmir
Says Islamabad, again warns of ‘imminent threat’ of action by India

AGENCIES

The United Nations Security Council has 
urged India and Pakistan to ease tension 
and avoid military conflict, Pakistan 
said yesterday, as hostilities between the 
nuclear-armed rivals surge after a deadly 
attack on tourists in disputed Kashmir.

Council members were briefed on 
the situation in the region and told of 
intelligence indicating an “imminent 
threat” of action by India, the South 
Asian nation’s foreign ministry said, 
referring to the council’s meeting on 
Monday in New York.

“They called for dialogue and 

diplomacy to diffuse tension and 
avoid military confrontation ... and to 
peacefully resolve issues,” the ministry 
said in a statement.

India’s foreign ministry did not 
immediately respond to a request for 
comment on the meeting, which had 
been sought by Islamabad. 

The two sides have shored up defences 
as ties plummeted after the April 22 
attack that targeted Hindu tourists, 
killing 26. India accused Pakistan of 
involvement, saying two of the three 
suspected attackers were Pakistani 
nationals.

Islamabad has denied the accusation 

but says it is fully prepared to defend 
itself in case of attack, prompting world 
powers to call for a calming of tension, 
reports Reuters. 

Pakistan has held two missile tests in 
three days and India unveiled plans for 
civil defence drills in several states, from 
sounding air raid sirens to evacuation 
plans. 

In response to the directives from 
the India’s home ministry, preparations 
for a mock drill have commenced at the 
civil defence control room in Lucknow 
yesterday.

The drill, scheduled for today, aims 
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‘No sense’ in 
further Gaza 

truce talks
Says Hamas as Israel plans to 

capture all of the enclave

AFP, Gaza City

A senior Hamas official said yesterday the group was no 
longer interested in truce talks with Israel and urged the 
international community to halt Israel’s “hunger war” 
against Gaza.

“There is no sense in engaging in talks or considering 
new ceasefire proposals as long as the hunger war and 
extermination war continue in the Gaza Strip,” Basem 
Naim told AFP.

He said the world must pressure the government of 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to end the 
“crimes of hunger, thirst, and killings” in Gaza.

The comments by Naim, a Hamas political bureau 
member and former Gaza health minister, came a day 
after Israel’s military said expanded operations in Gaza 
would include displacing “most” of its population.

They come a day 
after Israel said its 
security cabinet 
approved the military’s 
plan for expanded 
operations, which 
an Israeli official said 
would entail “the 
conquest of the Gaza 
Strip and the holding 
of the territories”.

France’s foreign 
minister said yesterday 
that Paris “very 
strongly” condemns 
Israel’s new military campaign in the Gaza Strip. However, 
mediator Qatar said it was still pursuing efforts for a Gaza 
war ceasefire. 

Nearly all of the territory’s inhabitants have been 
displaced, often multiple times, since the start of the war 
sparked by Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack on Israel.

Israel’s military resumed its offensive on the Gaza Strip 
on March 18, ending a two-month truce.

The spokesperson for Gaza’s civil defence agency, 

3 Palestinians killed in 
Israeli strikes

‘Most’ Gaza people to 
be displaced: Israel

ICRC says Gaza 
aid should not be 
‘politicised’
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SC stays HC  
bail order  
for Chinmoy
Ex-ISKCON leader 
shown arrested in 4 
more cases

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

T h e 
S u p r e m e 
C o u r t 
c h a m b e r 
j u d g e 
yesterday 
stayed a 
High Court order granting 
bail to former ISKCON 
leader Chinmoy Krishna 
Das Brahmachari in a 
sedition case.

The case was filed on 
charges of disrespecting 
the Bangladesh national 
flag.

Justice Md Rezaul 
Haque, chamber judge 
of the Appellate Division 
of the Supreme Court, 
issued the stay following a 
petition filed by the state 
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A boat-load of plastic waste arrives on the bank of Buriganga in Islambagh of the capital. Many businesses, 
mostly those that recycle plastic waste, operate in the area. They not only encroach on the banks, but also 
pollute the river.   PHOTO: FIROZ AHMED 

City

Aggressive, 
disrespectful 
towards nation
Law adviser about certain 
quarter’s reaction to women 
affairs commission report

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Asif Nazrul, law adviser to 
the interim government, 
has said that some of the 
reactions from certain 
quarters regarding the 
proposal by the Women’s Affairs Reform 
Commission are, in some cases, hateful, 
aggressive, and insulting to the nation as 
a whole.

He added that the government did not 
expect such reactions.

He made these remarks while 
responding to journalists’ questions at 
a press conference held yesterday at the 
Foreign Service Academy.

The press conference was organised 

SEE PAGE 5 COL 1

Dhaka wants 
Rohingya role 
in Rakhine’s 
leadership
Khalilur says 
Arakan Army  
must ensure this

DIPLOMATIC 
CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh 
wants the 
A r a k a n 
A r m y , 
which now 
c o n t r o l s 
80 percent 
of Rakhine state, to have 
Rohingya representation 
in Rakhine’s leadership as 
one of the conditions for 
providing humanitarian 
channel to send aid there, 
said National Security 
Adviser Khalilur Rahman.

After a meeting with 
Foreign Adviser Touhid 
Hossain at the foreign 
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