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Water hyacinth spurs
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He said he can transport 
three to four tonnes of 
stalks weekly.

Local Ripon Fakir said 
a huge quantity of water 
hyacinth grows naturally 
in the marshlands of their 
village.

“We collect the long 
stalks using small boats and 
sell those after processing,” 
he said.

He said drying the raw 
stalks takes between five 
and ten days, depending 
on the weather. In summer, 
drying takes four to five 
days, while in monsoon it 

may take two to three times 
longer.

“One can earn Tk 400–
500 daily by collecting 
stalks,” said local Bipul 
Halder. “But we usually 
collect them in our free 
time.”

“This business is a 
blessing for us,” said 
another local, Supen 
Halder. “It helps us earn 
extra money by selling 
something that grows 
naturally around us.”

Dolon Chandra Roy, 
Gopalganj’s Kotalipara 
upazila agriculture officer, 
said water hyacinth 

hampers normal activities, 
as it blocks canals and 
disrupts communication 
via waterbodies.

“Most often, people 
have to clean these water 
hyacinths by themselves to 
ease water communication 
and cultivate Boro paddy,” 
he said. 

“But now, many people 
in my upazila are earning 
money by selling dry 
stalks of water hyacinths, 
and it is a good initiative,” 
he added, saying it poses 
no negative effect on 
the environment and 
biodiversity

12 killed by mobs in April
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were killed and 727 others 
injured in 78 incidents of 
political violence in April 
-- a decline from March, 
when 23 people were killed 
and 733 injured in 97 
incidents. 

Among the deceased 
in April’s political unrest, 
eight were affiliated 
with the BNP and the 
remaining with the Awami 
League.

The report also 
highlighted that at least 
196 women and female 
children were subjected to 
violence in April. Of them, 
88 were raped, including 52 
children, it added.

Six of the victims were 
killed after rape, the report 
also said.

Meanwhile, at least 105 
children were subjected to 
abuse during the month. 
Among them, 15 died as a 
result of violence, and 90 

were tortured physically 
and mentally, said HRSS.

HRSS also said 11 
workers died in workplace 
accidents.

According to the report, 
five Bangladeshi nationals 
were killed and five others 
injured in border areas by 
India’s Border Security 
Force (BSF). Three of the 
victims were shot, while the 
remaining two were beaten 
to death.

At least 16 more cases 
were filed against the 
ousted prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina and other 
members of the Awami 
League in April. A total 
of 1,031 individuals were 
named in these cases, while 
1,816 others were listed 
as unidentified accused, 
according to HRSS.

In total, 8,287 people 
were arrested in political 
cases during the month, 
most of whom are AL men, 

the report added.
Additionally, at least 

38 journalists faced 
harassment or torture in 
April, it also said.

In April, at least nine 
individuals died in custody 
across the country, said 
HRSS.

In the report, HRSS 
emphasised the urgent 
need to improve the 
overall situation in the 
country through dialogue 
with political parties, civil 
society, journalists, and 
citizens to strengthen the 
rule of law, democracy, and 
human rights.

It stressed that ensuring 
people’s fundamental 
and constitutional rights 
through maintaining law 
and order is essential. 
Without implementing 
these measures, the overall 
human rights situation 
in the country is likely to 
deteriorate.

Regulate diagnostic
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adding that it would expand 
access to essential tests, 
reduce financial burden, 
and minimise waste in 
diagnostic services.

It also recommended 
a performance-based 
grading system (A–D) 
for private hospitals and 
clinics, along with an 
institutional accreditation 
process for service 
recognition. This system 
should include monitoring 
of ICU service quality, 
hospital infection rates, 
and antibiotic stewardship.

To ensure service 
quality and accountability, 
hospitals with more than 
50 beds must form a 
management board led by 
a senior physician, it said.

The commission further 
recommended introducing 
mandatory Social Health 
Insurance in the country. 

This insurance would 
provide financial protection 
against catastrophic 
healthcare costs arising 
from cancer, kidney failure, 
complex surgeries, and 
other chronic illnesses.

Initially, the insurance 
should be compulsory 
for public and private 
sector employees, funded 
by joint employer-
employee contributions. 
The government should 
subsidise premiums 
to include poor and 
vulnerable populations 
under the scheme, said the 
report. 

In later stages, workers 
from the informal sector 
should be brought in 
through targeted subsidies 
and partial payments.

The report said countries 
like Germany, Japan, South 
Korea, and Vietnam have 
successfully implemented 
the initiative by combining 
mandatory premiums, 
subsidies, and multi-payer 
funding models.

“Introducing SHI in 
Bangladesh will improve 
access to expensive 
healthcare, reduce 
poverty caused by medical 
expenses, and create a 
stable and coordinated 
financing system for 
the health sector,” the 
commission said.

Engage more in politics
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politics; otherwise they 
cannot play an active role 
in policymaking,” the CA 
told the visiting activists.

The visiting Norwegian 
delegates include Najma 
Ahmed, deputy leader of the 
Socialist Youth League; Fawzi 
Warsame, international 
leader of Workers’ Youth 
League (AUF) and member 
of its central board; Dane 
Skofterud, member of 
the Centre Party; Ola 
Svenneby, member of the 
Conservative Party; Hadle 
Rasmus Bjuland, member 
of the Christian Democrats; 
Tobias Stokkeland, member 
of Green Party-affiliated 
group Green Youth; and 
Thyra Hakonslokken, former 
leader of Young Liberals of 
Innlandet.

Yunus enquired about 
their political backgrounds, 
visions, and activities. 
He also asked about the 
percentage of youth 
participation in mainstream 
politics of Norway.

The visiting political 
activists shared their 
experiences about 
meeting young people 
in Bangladesh, saying 

that many of these young 
Bangladeshis haven’t even 
voted in their lifetimes.

They asked what the 
interim government of 
Bangladesh was doing to 
ensure their voting rights.

“The main commitment 
of the new government is 
systematic reforms. For 
the last 15 years, people 
couldn’t vote. Across 
three terms, a fake voting 
system was in place; while 
authorities claimed it was 
a huge success, in reality, 
no one could vote. So, the 
reform of institutions is 
necessary to ensure young 
people can exercise their 
voting rights,” Yunus said.

Calling the country’s 
political environment “old-
fashioned,” Yunus said the 
main challenge the interim 
government is facing is 
“cleaning the mess” that it 
had inherited.

“Creating new structure 
in the new beginning by 
picking up pieces from 
rubble is the challenge,” 
said the chief adviser.  “This 
is a transitional period 
for us. I just hope this 
transition will be short,” he 
said.

CWasa to set 
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NRW refers to water that is 
either physically lost through 
leaks or theft, or not properly 
metered and billed after 
production.

According to its latest 
annual report, the agency 
produced 176,511 million 
litres of water during the 
2023–24 FY but failed to 
generate revenue from 
52,962 million litres.

With an average tariff of 
Tk 19.37 per 1,000 litres, the 
water lost under NRW resulted 
in over Tk 100 crore in revenue 
loss, while also led to acute 
water supply shortages for 
many of its approximately 
90,000 customers.

Customers and consumer 
rights activists have welcomed 
the initiative to install smart 
meters but urged that the 
devices be provided to 
customers free of charge.

Nazer Hossain, vice-
president of Consumers 
Association of Bangladesh 
(CAB), said, “Smart meters will 
prevent overbilling or arbitrary 
charges that often burden 
consumers through estimated 
billing or irregularities.”

CWasa executive engineer 
Rezaul, however, said the 
smart meters will not be 
distributed free of cost. 
Instead, the cost will be 
recovered from consumers in 
monthly installments after 
installation, he added.

Dhaka, Rome
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sharing, and joint training 
to strengthen security 
frameworks in both nations.

Piantedosi also stressed 
the importance of 
strengthening cooperation 
on the repatriation of those 
arriving illegally.

There are about 400,000 
Bangladeshis working in 
Italy. The country wants to 
recruit more through legal 
means, while preventing 
illegal migration.
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Husband files rape and murder case
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in a ditch near the under-
construction Thanchi-Likri 
border road, adjacent to 
the jhum lands of another 
individual, the statements 
added.

On information, a police 
team from Thanchi went to 
the scene.

OC Nasir Uddin said 
after recovering Chingma’s 
body from the spot, they 
sent it to Thanchi Upazila 
Health Complex. After 
the preliminary inquest, 
the body was sent to 
Bandarban Sadar Hospital 
for autopsy.

P r e l i m i n a r y 
investigation and inquest 
reports revealed that the 
victim’s head, part of her 
face, and eyes were crushed, 
he said, adding that there 
were injury marks on 
various parts of the body.

Bandarban SP 
Shahidullah Kawsar at the 
press conference said, “The 

death of Chingma Khyang 
is being treated with 
utmost seriousness. We 
are actively investigating 
whether there was any 
criminal motive behind 
it. Legal proceedings are 
underway.”

He added, “We need 
cooperation from the local 
community and media. 
Anyone with information 
is requested to contact the 
police.”

Meanwhile, the victim’s 
family sought justice 
for what they said were 
the rape and murder of 
Chingma Khyang.

Various organisations 
held protests in 
Bandarban, Rangamati, 
and Khagrachhari over 
the killing of the Khyang 
woman.

Activists from Durbar 
Nari Network, Shujan, 
Women’s Resource Center, 
Women’s Activist Forum, 
and Indigenous Student 

Society demonstrated in 
front of the Bandarban 
Press Club yesterday.

Earlier, several hundred 
people gathered at Rajar 
Math in the district town. 
From there, they marched 
through various streets 
before gathering on the 
Press Club premises for a 
rally.

Speakers at the rally 
included Anti-Corruption 
Committee President 
Aung Cha Mong Marma, 
development worker 
Lelong Khumi, Donai Pru 
Neli of Durbar Network, 
and Ulichong Marma of 
Women’s Resource Center.

In Dhaka, Parbatya 
Chattogram Pahari 
Chhatra Parishad brought 
out a procession in the 
Shahbagh area yesterday, 
protesting the alleged rape 
and murder of Chingma 
Khyang. They demanded 
exemplary punishment for 
the perpetrators.

Dhaka calls for Canadian
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Bangladeshi exports 
and expressed optimism 
about the ongoing 
technical discussions 
on a Foreign Investment 
Protection and Promotion 
Agreement (FIPA), and the 
possibility of initiating 
dialogue on a Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) in the 
near future. 

Echoing the same, Paul 
Thoppil added that FIPA 

would play a critical role 
in boosting confidence 
among Canadian investors.

The foreign secretary 
also stressed the need 
to simplify the student 
visa application process 
to facilitate educational 
exchange and skills 
development.

Meanwhile, Thoppil also 
called on Chief Adviser 
Prof Muhammad Yunus 
at the State Guest House 

Jamuna yesterday.
During the meeting, 

they discussed ways to 
deepen bilateral economic 
cooperation and expand 
investment opportunities, 
reports BSS.

The chief adviser 
extended a warm invitation 
to Canadian investors, 
stressing Bangladesh’s 
readiness for industrial 
expansion and its potential 
as a regional export hub.

Bangladesh
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staff officer of the AFD, 
along with senior officers 
from the Bangladesh 
Armed Forces.

During the meeting, 
both sides reaffirmed their 
strong commitment to 
strengthening defence 
cooperation based on 
fraternity and mutual 
respect. The session 
concluded with mutual 
agreement on discussed 
issues, documentation of 
decisions, and outlining of 
future initiatives.

A protocol signing 
ceremony on the meeting’s 
proceedings is scheduled 
for 11:00am on May 8.

The release further 
stated that the next session 
of the Joint Committee 
will be held in Saudi Arabia 
in the latter half of 2026, 
with detailed planning to 
be carried out through 
the respective military and 
diplomatic channels.


