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Water hyacinth
spurs new
livelihoods

KM HABIBUR RAHMAN, Pirojpur

Farning opportunities through water hyacinth have
been created for hundreds of people in different areas
of Pirojpur’s Nazirpur and neighbouring Gopalganj’s
Kotalipara upazilas.

Locals, especially from low-income families, are now
making money by selling dry stalks of the plant.

Fibres from these dry stalks are used to make various
decorative household items, handbags, plate mats and
other artisan products at different factories across the
country, particularly in Rangpur.

The year-round trade of dry water hyacinth stalks
began around three to four years ago in Manoharpur
village of Nazirpur upazila. The peak season starts at
the end of winter and continues until the monsoon
sets in.

Men, women and even children are involved in
collecting the plant. They sell the dry stalks to wholesale
buyers at Tk 50-55 per kilogramme, depending
on quality. The buyers then transport the stalks to
factories for further processing.

Rahila Begum, who has been selling dry stalks of
water hyacinths for around three years, said with her
earnings she was able to buy four goats.

“I also help my sons financially with my earnings,”
she said.

Ranjuara Begum, another woman involved in the
trade, said after completing household chores, they
collect stalks from the marshland around their home.

“Normally I can collect enough (o make five
kilogrammes of dry water hyacinth stalks daily,” she said.

Azizul Fakir, a wholesale buyer, said, “I collect dry
stalks of water hyacinth from four to five villages under
Nazirpur and Kotalipara upazilas.”
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Our goal is

to achieve
complete
smart metering
coverage across
the distribution
network by
2030.

REJAUL AHSAN
CHOWDHURY
executive engineer
of CWasa

EE L 59,05 8300.009.95.035,38.5044 wffdd: ot/ot/sosel

waeq fqeefe

TAIHEE T THATSS] Sereende e 9 n s waras/ earEd /e o3k W ¢HT
PRI WIUT s 3 207 | WA e /AT o) AT G T T WAy W,
WIS WA I A6 | W Sh/o¢/20el, Wiy TEm ¢.o0 B wdw waem T R
F41 T G d0/ot/202¢l, Tifad FFE yo.00 B TS BT 3.00 BT #FE (3) TE=EN AT,
TEAAeE, (2) TEE AT e, WAt O3 S afEe weem I e s 9 A |
AT Erard e oy Ay ew waeas W e Pl wanf e e wfes
BRI A W@ R EAE e @@ www. food.mymensingh.gov.bd STEERIEG wnemm

iy Gemminr

GD-1085 AR |

Tq3end B ananea ™ FaarsT
POWER GRID BANGLADESH PLC

fAn Enterprise of Banglm Powasr D Board)

Grid Bhaban, Avenue-3, Jahurul Islam City, Aftabnagar, Badda, Dhaka-1212 www. powergrid.gov.bd
FRT T2 39.35.0005,.W%.09,008, 3¢, 0 it ogjot/zoxafs

e-Tender faesfe

LEEEcsd WHT S

A spray cannon waters trees along Kuril Bishwa Road in the capital yesterday. The Dhaka North City Corporation
took the initiative to care for public greenery amid the recent rise in temperature.
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TO CURB REVENUE LOSS

CWasatosetup 1
lakh smart meters

SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

Chattogram Wasa has been bleeding revenue for years in a chronic system loss
stemming from wastage through leaky pipelines, unbilled consumption, and theft.

In a bid to plug the losses, the state-run agency is working on a new project to
replace outdated meters with smart water meters, said a CWasa official.

Around one lakh smart water meters will be procured under the “Chattogram
Water Supply Improvement Project”, approved by the Ecnec recently.

The Tk 3,921 crore project runs from April 2025 till March 2030. It will be
financed by the World Bank. The estimated cost of purchasing, installing, and
operating the smart meters is Tk 200 crore.

Rejaul Ahsan Chowdhury, executive engineer of CWasa and focal person of the
project, said, “Our goal is to achieve complete smart metering coverage across the
distribution network by 2030.”

CWasa has long been struggling to reduce its non-revenue water level (NRW), which
doubled over the past decade from 15.24 percent in 201314 fiscal to 30 percent in 2023
24 fiscal.
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Bangladesh, KSA

hold joint defence
committee meeting

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh and Saudi Arabia yesterday held the
first-ever Joint Committee Meeting on Defence
Cooperation at Dhaka Cantonment, under the
supervision of the Armed Forces Division (AFD).

The meeting marks a significant step toward
achieving mutual defence objectives and
enhancing strategic cooperation between the (wo
countries, according to an official release issued
by the Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR).

The joint committee aimed to deepen mutual
understanding and coordinate key areas of
cooperation, including joint military training,
education, defence industry, and joint exercises.

“This historic meeting will serve as a milestone
in the growing defence relationship between
Bangladesh and Saudi Arabia,” the ISPR stated.

The Saudi delegation was led by Maj Gen
Mohammed Ibrahim Al-Khaldi and included 14
other military and civilian officials of various
ranks.

On the Bangladesh side, the delegation was
headed by Lt Gen SM Kamrul Hassan, principal
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Dhaka, Rome agree
to combat human
trathicking

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh and Italy have agreed to combat
transnational organised crime, including human
trafficking and migrant smuggling, as well as
terrorism and cybercrime.

The consensus came during a meeting between
Home Affairs Adviser Jahangir Alam Chowdhury
and Italian Interior Minister Matteo Piantedosi.

Bangladesh and Italy also signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on
migration and mobility, which will promote legal
migration and prevent illegal migration, according
to ajoint statement issued yesterday.

During his visit to Bangladesh on May 5-6, Matteo
Piantedosi called on Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad
Yunus and held bilateral meetings with Expatriates’
Welfare Adviser Asif Nazrul, Foreign Adviser Touhid
Hossain and the home adviser.

According to the joint statement, the home
adviser and the Italian minister welcomed
the ongoing collaboration between the law
enforcement agencies of the two countries.

They emphasised the importance of capacity-
building, continued information and intelligence
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Man sent to jail over :
attempted rape C

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakona

A Netrakona court yesterday sent a man to jail after
being arrested in a case filed over the attempted
rape of a 9-year-old boy in Atpara upazila.

The Netrokona Senior Judicial Magistrate Court
passed the order after police presented him before
the court in the afternoon, said Netrokona Court
Inspector Md Mofiz Uddin.

The accused is Masum Mia, 27, an auto-rickshaw
driver, of the Palpara village.

According to the case statement, when the victim
was returning home from Dugiya Bazar on an auto-
rickshaw around 7:30pm on Monday, the accused
took him to a secluded bush adjacent to Brujer
Bazar and tried to rape him.

Hearing his screams, locals rushed to the spot,
rescued the boy, and detained the driver. They later
handed him over to police. The victim’s father filed a
written complaint with the Atpara Police Station on
Monday night, said Officer-in-Charge Mohammad
Ashrafuzzaman.
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A woman and her daughter were hacked to death
allegedly by her son-in-law in Bhandaria upazila of
Pirojpur on Monday night.

The deceased were identified as Farida Begum,
65, and her daughter Champa Begum, 32, of Dhawa
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A case was filed in connection with the murder,
said OC Ahmed Anwar.
“We are trying to arrest the accused,” said Khan

e-tender is Invited in The National e-GP System Portal (http:/www.eprocure.gov.bd) for 01
(One) Package for the procurement of.
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All other terms & conditions will remain unchanged further information & guidelines are
available in the national e-GP system portal (https:/"www.eprocure.gov.bd). Interested “
persons can communicate with the undersigned during office hours.
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