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Policy overhaul needed  to protect farmers
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trees later this month.
At the event, Khushi 

Kabir, coordinator of 
Bangladesh Poribesh 
Andolon, called for stronger 
land policies and better 
agricultural planning. 

Agriculture contributes 
12 percent to GDP and 
employs 45 percent of the 
population, yet 70 percent 
of all court cases are land-
related, she said.

She said most farmers 
grow crops for the market, 
not for themselves. “To 
achieve food sovereignty, we 
must rethink what and how 
we produce. Harmful crops 
like tobacco are degrading 
soil and harming farmers’ 
health,” she added.

“Agriculture, food, 
and public health are all 
connected. We must stop 
exploiting soil, water, 
and people. The future 
of agriculture depends 
on policies focused on 
sustainability,” said Khushi 
Kabir.

Eminent economist 
Professor Anu Muhammad 
said the agricultural 
system is becoming more 
disconnected from farmers.

“Farmers aren’t getting 
fair prices, and their lives 

are becoming more fragile. 
Meanwhile, our food 
is turning toxic -- fish, 
meat, fruit -- everything is 
contaminated,” he said. “In 
reality, we’re consuming 
poison.”

He said agriculture 
is vital for Bangladesh’s 
survival, but the media 
gives little coverage to crop 
pricing, river erosion, and 
extreme weather.

“At least 13 farmers have 
taken their lives in recent 
months due to price shocks 
and other agriculture-
related problems. A cancer 
hospital study found that 
70 percent of its patients 
are farmers. Toxic food is 
boosting GDP by making 
people sick and turning 
treatment into business,” 
said Anu Muhammad.

“Our biggest asset is 
fertile land. But if we destroy 
soil fertility and micro-
organisms, where will we 
farm? In the sky?” he asked. 
“We must recognise our 
limits -- limited land and a 
dense population. Planning 
must reflect this reality to 
protect our land and water,” 
he said.

He urged policymakers 
to assess the real cost of 

increased production 
and called for a national 
accounting of the damage 
to land, water, and people, 
alongside a roadmap for 
sustainable development.

Abdur Rab, vice-
chancellor of International 
University of Business, 
Agriculture and Technology 
(IUBAT), said, “If educated 
youth take up farming 
seriously, they can earn 
more without chasing jobs. 
But they need institutional 
support and proper 
training.”

He said traditional 
farming is declining, with 
fewer rural youth entering 
the sector and a sharp drop 
in sharecropping and farm 
labour. “We must shift to 
larger-scale farming and 
shorten supply chains to 
make farming profitable,” 
he said.

Multimode Group 
Chairman Abdul Awal 
Mintoo warned that 
shrinking farmland and 
a growing population 
threaten food security. 
“Despite talks of self-
sufficiency, we still import 
rice, wheat, and maize. 
We need multi-cropping 
and policies that reflect 

changing consumption 
trends.” 

Prof Tofazzal Islam 
of Gazipur Agricultural 
University said an 
overemphasis on yield is 
damaging soil health. “We 
must invest in restoring soil 
health and building climate-
resilient agriculture,” he 
said.

Transparency, citizen-first
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Embassy of Switzerland, 
the workshop brought 
together senior officials 
from several ministries, 
development partners, and 
policy experts to assess 
capacity gaps in the civil 
service and shape a long-
term reform strategy, a 
UNDP statement said.

Addressing the event as 
chief guest, M Siraz Uddin 
Miah, principal secretary 
to the chief adviser, said, 
“Now is a unique window 
for reform. With multiple 
reform commissions in 
place, including one on 
public administration, we 
can build a professional, 
citizen-first civil service. That 
requires capacity building 
that is meaningful, demand-
driven, and grounded in 
democratic values.”

Sonali Dayaratne, deputy 
resident representative 
of UNDP Bangladesh, 
emphasised that future-
proofing the civil service 
goes beyond improving 
efficiency.

“Today’s capacity won’t 
guarantee tomorrow’s 

capability,” she said. “We 
must foster strategic 
foresight, digital fluency, 
and evidence-based policy 
innovation. To navigate 
an increasingly complex 
world, it is essential to 
strengthen collaboration, 
promote a culture of 
continuous learning, and 
align talent with long-term 
national priorities.”

Saifullah Panna, 
secretary of the Chief 
Adviser’s Office, echoed the 
importance of collaborative 
reform efforts, adding that 
the workshop’s insights 
would inform strategies for 
institutional strengthening 
and better public service 
delivery.

Delivering the keynote 
address, Dr Rizwan Khair, 
member of the Public 
Administration Reform 
Commission, called for a 
fundamental shift in civil 
servant training.

“Strategic thinking, 
results orientation, and 
integrity are just as essential 
as technical skills. We 
must invest in specialised 
training, embrace digital 

transformation, and equip 
civil servants to thrive 
in a volatile, uncertain, 
complex, and ambiguous 
world,” he said.

The workshop opened 
with welcome remarks 
from Dr Mohammad Abdul 
Latif, director general of the 
GIU, and concluded with 
closing reflections from 
Anowarul Haq, assistant 
resident representative of 
UNDP Bangladesh.

With participation from 
nearly 50 senior officials 
and experts, the workshop 
featured technical 
sessions to identify critical 
skills gaps and outline a 
sustainable, needs-based 
capacity development 
roadmap.

Govt to build
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the original contractor, 
Builders Limited, had its 
contract terminated in 
2022 over alleged breaches.

A new contractor was 
appointed in September 
2023, and after missing 
five deadlines, the current 
deadline is set for June 
2025. Around 98 percent of 
the work is now complete, 
according to DSCC officials.

The long-delayed project 
includes the construction of 
boundary grills, entry gates 
on the north and south 
sides, walkways (including 
links from the Secretariat 
to Nagar Bhaban), a library, 
food court, drainage 
systems, large jetties at the 
lakes, an indoor games 
zone, and parking facilities.

Osmani Udyan, one of 
Dhaka’s key green spaces, 
features numerous rare trees 
and plants, two small lakes, 
sand islands, sculptures, and 
an auditorium.

EC to stay
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of the Ministry of Local 
Government, not the 
Election Commission.

“We have no role in this 
matter,” he said.

The meeting also 
discussed the ongoing 
voter list update and other 
preparations ahead of the 
next general election.

Journalism
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journalists killed during 
the July uprising, along 
with journalists who faced 
repression under the AL 
regime, also shared their 
stories at the seminar.

Shafik Rehman, founding 
editor of Jai Jai Din, urged 
the interim government to 
scrap politically motivated 
cases filed under the AL 
government, saying many 
victims of such cases 
still suffer mentally and 
financially due to ongoing 
legal proceedings.

Amar Desh Editor 
Mahmudur Rahman said, 
“The first case under the 
ICT Act (later DSA) was 
filed against me during the 
fascist regime of Hasina.”

Fascism and a free media 
cannot coexist, he added.

Kamal Ahmed, 
chief of Media Reform 
Commission, stressed 
the need for financial 
autonomy in journalism.

“Media is not a business 
like others. It doesn’t have 
to be as profitable as a bank. 
But media outlets must 
earn enough to sustain 
themselves. They should 
be self-sustaining and not 
reliant on government 
favours,” he said.

54 held
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attack on NCP leader 
Hasnat Abdullah.

In the continuation of 
the drive, 54 people have 
been arrested so far in 
various places in Gazipur.

The identities of two of 
the detainees were revealed. 
They are Md Nizam Uddin 
and Masum Ahmed Dipu.

Unidentified attackers 
on three to four 
motorcycles tried to stop 
Hasnat’s car near Ulka 
Cinema Hall on Sunday 
when he was returning 
to Dhaka after visiting 
Gazipur Agricultural 
University.

The attackers threw 
bricks and stones at the 
vehicle. The car then 
rushed to Boardbazar area 
near the Islamic University 
of Technology campus. 
Police later escorted Hasnat 
towards Dhaka.

Recruit more
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of Saudi Arabia, on the 
sidelines of the 7th Global 
Occupational Safety and 
Health Conference (GOSH7) 
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia on 
Saturday.

The adviser has also 
asked the authorities 
concerned to verify the 
employer’s capacity and 
work opportunities in 
Saudi Arabia before issuing 
a work visa.

He stressed the need for 
signing an employment 
contract online before 
arriving in Saudi Arabia, 
developing special training 
courses for male and 
female workers on Saudi 
labour laws, labour culture 
and other urgent issues.

The adviser also reiterated 
his country’s interest in 
inviting the authorities of 
Saudi Arabia to visit the 
Technical Training Centers 
(TTCs) in Bangladesh and, 
if necessary, reserving one 
or more training centres 
exclusively for training 
Saudi-bound workers.

As per the decision of 
the latest Foreign Office 
Consultations, a high-
powered taskforce has 
already been formed to 
solve the problem of illegal 
workers in Saudi Arabia 
and eliminate irregularities 
related to employee 
recruitment, he said.

He hoped that the said 
task force and working 
team will play an important 
role in solving the problems 
of Bangladeshi workers in 
Saudi Arabia.
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Md Tafique has long been a familiar figure on the busy Rajshahi-Naogaon highway near Soipara, helping 
school students cross the road safely from morning till afternoon every day. For his traffic duty, he receives a 
monthly allowance of Tk 5,000–6,000 from the local police station. The photo was taken yesterday.
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