
INTERNATIONAL
DHAKA TUESDAY MAY 6, 2025 

BAISHAKH 23, 1432 BS        5
Trump pushes 
for fair trade 
deal with China
REUTERS, Aboard Air Force One

US President Donald Trump on Sunday 
said the US was meeting with many 
countries, including China, on trade 
deals, and his main priority with China 
was to secure a fair trade deal.

Trump told reporters aboard Air 
Force One that he had no plans to speak 
with Chinese President Xi Jinping this 
week, but US officials were speaking 
with Chinese officials about a variety of 
different things.

Asked if any trade agreements would 
be announced this week, Trump said that 
could “very well be” but gave no details.

He suggested that he did not expect to 
reach an agreement with some countries, 
but could instead be “setting a certain 
tariff” for those trading partners in the 
next two to three weeks. 

It was not immediately clear if he 
was referring to the reciprocal tariffs 
announced on April 2, which are due to 
kick in on July 8 after a 90-day pause.

Trump repeated his claim that China 
had been “ripping us for many years” on 
global trade.

US conducted 
strikes in and 
around Sanaa
Say Yemen’s Houthis; 16 hurt

AFP, Sanaa

Yemen’s Houthis yesterday accused the United 
States of carrying out strikes in and around Sanaa, 
after the Iran-backed rebels claimed a missile 
strike on Israel’s main airport.

The Houthi-run Saba news agency said the 
strikes included two on Arbaeen Street in the 
capital and the airport road, blaming them on 
“American aggression”.

Sixteen people were wounded, Saba cited the 
Iran-backed rebels’ health ministry as saying.

The accusation came after Israel said a missile 
fired from Yemen struck inside the perimeter of 
Ben Gurion International Airport near Tel Aviv on 
Sunday.

The Houthis claimed responsibility, saying they 
fired a “hypersonic ballistic missile” at Ben Gurion, 
Israel’s main international gateway.

The missile gouged a wide crater in the ground 
near an airport parking lot, wounding six people 
and forcing airlines to suspend flights.

The Houthis, who control swathes of Yemen 
including the capital, have launched missiles 
and drones targeting Israel and Red Sea shipping 
throughout the Gaza war.

ICJ throws 
out Sudan’s 
genocide 
case against 
UAE
AFP, The Hague

The top United Nations 
court yesterday threw 
out Sudan’s case 
against the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) over 
alleged complicity in 
genocide during the 
brutal Sudanese civil 
war.

Sudan had taken 
the UAE to the 
International Court 
of Justice (ICJ), saying 
its alleged support for 
the paramilitary Rapid 
Support Forces (RSF) 
was contributing to a 
genocide -- accusations 
strongly denied by the 
Emiratis.

But the ICJ said it 
“manifestly lacked” 
jurisdiction to rule on 
the case and threw out 
it out. A UAE official 
hailed the judges’ ruling.

“This decision is 
a clear and decisive 
affirmation of the 
fact that this case was 
utterly baseless,” Reem 
Ketait, Deputy Assistant 
Minister for Political 
Affairs at the UAE 
foreign ministry, said in 
a statement sent to AFP.

Before the ruling, 
Ketait had accused 
Sudan of lodging 
the case in a “cynical 
attempt to divert 
attention from their 
own brutal record 
of atrocities against 
Sudanese civilians”.

‘Take care of India’
West Bengal CM Mamata takes potshots at 
Modi over Pahalgam attack, Waqf bill violence
AGENCIES

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee yesterday accused Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi of dividing 
people and asked him to take care of 
India and secure borders in the wake of 
the Pahalgam terror attack.

Banerjee, who arrived in Murshidabad 
for the first time since last month’s riots 
there, urged the Prime Minister to give 
justice to the people who have lost their 
loved ones in Pahalgam.

She also accused the BJP of playing 
“dirty politics” over the Murshidabad 
violence in which three people were 
killed during protests over the Waqf 
(Amendment) Act, reports News18 online.

“Instead of doing communal violence, 
please take care of the border. Please take 

care of India. We love India, please save 
India from any disaster. Please give justice 
to the people who have lost their loved 
ones. Don’t play dirty politics; I am the last 
one to tolerate dirty politics…” she said.

In a sharp criticism of the National 
Human Rights Commission (NHRC), the 
Trinamool Congress supremo questioned 
the panel’s priorities in view of the recent 
visit of its members to Murshidabad.

She also asked whether NHRC 
members visited BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh 
and ethnic violence-hit Manipur, which 
is now under the President’s rule.

“I have unearthed most of the 
conspiracy, I will expose this before 
the media…Unfortunately, some media 
houses played into the hands of the BJP 
in spreading canards,” she claimed. 

Activists and members of Pasban-e-Hurriyat, a Kashmiri refugee organisation, shout slogans beside burning tires during an 
anti-India protest in Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pakistan-administered Kashmir, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

“We call on 
researchers 
worldwide to 
unite and join 
us ... If you love 
freedom, come 
and help us 
stay free.” 

French President 
EMMANUEL MACRON 

says as Trump battles 
universities

Risks multiply in any 
potential Indo-Pak conflict

Say experts as both nations upgraded their military 
capabilities since the neighbours clashed in 2019

REUTERS, Islamabad/New Delhi

India and Pakistan have significantly 
upgraded their military capabilities 
since the nuclear-armed neighbours 
clashed in 2019, posing increased 
risks of escalation even in a limited 
conflict, former military officers and 
experts say.

Pakistan says India plans a military 
incursion after New Delhi blamed 
Islamabad for a deadly attack on 
domestic tourists in Indian Kashmir 
last month. India’s Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has vowed to punish 
the backers of the attack “beyond 
their imagination”. 

Pakistan has denied involvement 
in the attack but has warned it will 
hit back if it is targeted. 

In 2019, India carried out air 
strikes inside Pakistan after the 
bombing of an Indian military convoy 
in Kashmir and said it destroyed 
“terrorist camps”. Pakistani jets 
conducted a retaliatory air strike and 
shot down an Indian aircraft during 
actions spread over two days. 

The neighbours have fought 

three wars - in 1948, 1965 and 1971 
- and clashed countless times since 
gaining independence, mostly 
over the Kashmir region which 
both claim. Both acquired nuclear 
weapons in the 1990s and Kashmir 
is considered one of the most 
dangerous flashpoints in the world. 

Military experts say neither side 
will consider nuclear weapons unless 
pushed to the wall, but even a limited 
conflict would carry high risks of 
escalation.

They say such a conflict is likely 
to involve aircraft, missiles or 

drones, where India and Pakistan 
are considered closely matched, 
although India’s far greater resources 
would come into play over a longer 
period. 

“Decision makers in both states 
now have a higher risk appetite for 
conflict initiation and escalation than 
prior to 2019,” said Frank O’Donnell, 
a non-resident fellow at the South 
Asia Program at the Stimson Center, 
a think-tank in Washington, as they 
had managed then to clash without 
nuclear weapons being used.

“But without a clear mutual sense 
of the precise actions, that could 
trigger inadvertent escalation,” he 
added.

Both sides have acquired new 
military hardware since 2019, 
opening up new conventional strike 
options.

“Each side will think they are in a 
better position than last time,” said 
Muhammad Faisal, a South Asia 
security researcher based at the 
University of Technology, Sydney. “It 
is only when we see actual combat 
that we will find out.”


