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‘Don’t see a major
war with India’

Says Pakistan ex-NSA after deadly
Kashmir attack

AGENCIES

US-China tussle
a top priority

Says Australia’s re-elected
government

REUTERS, Sydney

Australia’s Labor government will prioritise
dealing with the “dark shadow” of the US-China
trade war following its resounding re-election
victory, Treasurer Jim Chalmers said yesterday,
after a campaign that highlighted concerns over
US trade policy and the global economy.

Labor Party leader Anthony Albanese,
Australia’s first prime minister to win a second
consecutive term in two decades, promised in
remarks yesterday that he would run a disciplined
and orderly government, stressing that Australians
had voted for unity.

The centre-left Labor Party appeared likely
to expand its majority in parliament to at least
86 seats from 77, the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation projected.

Eleven days after gunmen shot 26 people dead in the scenic valley of
Baisaran in Indian-administered Kashmir’s Pahalgam, India and Pakistan
stand on the brink of a military standoff.

The nuclear-armed neighbours have each announced a series of tit-
for-tat steps against the other since the attack on April 22, which India
has implicitly blamed Pakistan for, even as Islamabad has denied any role
in the killings.

To understand how Pakistani strategists who have worked on ties with
India view what might happen next, Al Jazeera spoke with Moeed Yusuf,
who served as Pakistan’s national security adviser (NSA) between May
2021 and April 2022 under former prime minister Imran Khan.

Yusuf said India and
Pakistan have for long
struggled in terms of crisis
management. They don’t have
a bilateral crisis management
mechanism, which is the
fundamental concern,
reports Al Jazeera online.

“This time, 1 feel the
problem India has run into
is that they followed the old
playbook, but the leader of
the most important third
party, the United States, didn’t show up to support India,” Yusuf said.

“It appears that they have so far taken a neutral and a hands-off
position, as indicated by President Donald Trump few days ago. (Trump
said that he knew the leaders of both India and Pakistan, and believed
that they could resolve the crisis on their own.)”

Pakistan’s response is directly linked to the Indian response, and
that is historically how it has been, with both countries going tit-for-tat
with each other. This time too, a number of punitive steps have been
announced, he said.

“Pakistan naturally has to show commitment to prepare for any
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People gather to inspect the damage to a shopping mall, standing near a crater filled with
fresh sand, following a night-time Russian drone attack on Kyiv, Ukraine, yesterday. A Russian
overnight drone attack on Kyiv injured at least 11 people, including two children. PHOTO: AFP

Russia has the strength to
finish Ukraine ops: Putin

REUTERS, Moscow

S’pore ruling
party wins polls
in landslide

AFP, Singapore

about the risk of nuclear escalation
from the Ukraine war.

“They wanted to provoke us so
that we made mistakes,” Putin
said, speaking beside a portrait of
Tsar Alexander III, a 19th century
conservative who suppressed
dissent. “There has been no need

to use those weapons ... and I hope
they will not be required.”

President Vladimir Putin said in
remarks published yesterday that
Russia had sufficient strength
and resources to take the war in
Ukraine to its logical conclusion,
though he hoped that there
would be no need to use nuclear
weapons.

In a film by state television about

Voters have handed Singapore’s long-time ruling
party a landslide election victory, offering Prime
Minister Lawrence Wong a clear mandate to
navigate the trade-orientated Southeast Asian
nation through economic upheaval sparked by
looming US tariffs.

eventuality. You don’t know what will come next, so you have to be ready.
Having said that, I don’t think we are going to see a major war, but in these
circumstances, you can never predict, and one little misunderstanding or
miscalculation can lead to something major.”

Putin’s quarter of a century as Russia’s
paramount leader entitled “Russia, Kremlin,
Putin, 25 years”, Putin was asked by a reporter

“We have enough strength and means

Putin said.

to bring what was started in 2022 to a logical
conclusion with the outcome Russia requires,”

Wong’s People’s Action Party took all but 10
seats in the 97-seat unicameral legislature with
a total of 65.57 percent of more than 2.4 million
votes cast in the island state in Saturday’s polls.
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