
CITY
Now teachers go 
on strike at Kuet
Boycott classes, demand 
punishment for those 
behind Feb 18 unrest
UNB, Khulna

No classes were held at Khulna University of 
Engineering and Technology (Kuet) yesterday 
despite its reopening after two and a half months 
of closure as teachers started class boycott for 
various demands.

Md Abdullah Elias Akhtar, director of students’ 
welfare at Kuet, said, “Classes could not be held as 
the teachers’ association is boycotting academic 
activities. The teachers remain firm in their 
decision. The vice-chancellor is holding a meeting 
with the teachers.”

Md Faruk Hossain, general secretary of the Kuet 
Teachers’ Association, said, “We will not return 
to classes until justice is served against those 
responsible for the February 18 unrest and the 
assault on the vice-chancellor and other faculty 
members. We have already informed the newly-
appointed acting VC of our stance.”

The crisis began on February 18 following an 
attack on students on the campus. In the wake of the 
attack, students demanded the resignation of the 
VC, pro-VC, and the director of students’ welfare.

No cattle 
market in 
Aftabnagar
HC stays DSCC 
decision

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court 
yesterday stayed 
for three months a 
decision made by the 
Dhaka South City 
Corporation to set 
up a cattle market at 
Aftabnagar in Dhaka 
ahead of the upcoming 
Eid-ul-Azha.

The HC bench of 
Justice Kazi Zinat 
Hoque and Justice 
Aynun Nahar Siddiqua 
issued the order 
following a petition 
filed by Supreme Court 
lawyer Md Eunus Ali 
Akond.

Following the 
HC order, no cattle 
market can be set up at 
Aftabnagar, the lawyer 
said.

Lightning 
kills siblings 
in Bogura
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Bogura

Two brothers were killed 
in a lightning strike in 
Bogura’s Sariakandi upazila 
yesterday afternoon.

The deceased were 
identified as Monmat 
Halder, 45, and Sabuj Halder, 
32, of Baraitali village 
under Kazipara upazila of 
Sirajganj. They used to catch 
fish in the Jamuna river 
and sell those at Debdanga 
Mathurapara fish market in 
Sariakandi upazila.

The incident occurred 
around 3:30pm at the fish 
market during a storm 
with drizzle, thunder and 
lightning, said Jamilur 
Rahman, officer-in-charge 
of Sarikandi Police Station, 
quoting witnesses.

“The brothers went to 
secure their boat at the 
riverbank when a lightning 
struck a bamboo log that 
they were holding. They 
immediately fell into water 
from their boat. Locals 
rushed to rescue them but 
found them dead,” said 
the OC. The bodies will 
be handed over to family 
members, he added.

BNP discusses polls
FROM PAGE 3

issues, added the BNP 
leader. 

He also said they 
discussed several issues 
related to mutual interests 
between the two countries.

Russia is keen to enhance 
ties with Bangladesh that 
date back to the country’s 
Liberation War in 1971, he 
added.

“They (Russia) have 
interests in several areas to 

advance this relationship, 
such as investment in 
Bangladesh and increasing 
trade,” said Khasru.

The BNP leader said the 
issue of “humanitarian 
corridor” to Myanmar’s 
Rakhine also came up 
during the meeting.

“We discussed it, as 
everyone has concerns 
over the matter. All want 
to see stability in the 
region. No one wants to 
see geopolitical instability, 
because if this region 
is unstable, it will not 
benefit anyone. Not only 
will Bangladesh suffer 
from insecurity, but the 
entire region will also be 
insecure, and no one will 
benefit from it,” Khasru 
said.

He said they also talked 
about the potential for 
energy cooperation 
between the two countries.

The BNP leader said they 
mentioned some obstacles 
to improving business 
between Bangladesh and 
Russia, such as facilitating 
market access, simplifying 
trade facilities, and 
resolving problems with 
bank transactions.
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Tk 38cr hospital 
unit lies idle

Health officials blame red tape for delayed opening
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

The newly-constructed building 
at Chaugachha Upazila Model 
Hospital in Jashore has remained 
unused for 18 months, despite 
being completed at a cost of Tk 38 
crore.

The six-storey building, built 
to upgrade the hospital from 50 
to 100 beds, was completed on 
September 19, 2023. Although 
construction began on April 29, 
2021 under the supervision of the 
Health Engineering Department, 
hospital activities have yet to begin 
due to the lack of administrative 
approval.

In the absence of use, the 
building’s doors, windows, and 
furniture are deteriorating. 
Patients continue to suffer due 
to overcrowding in the existing 
facility, with many forced to 
receive treatment on the floor and 
verandah of the ward.

Of the total expenditure, Tk 
21.46 crore was spent on the main 
hospital building and Tk 2.32 crore 
on installing an oxygen plant and 
supply lines.

Locals expressed frustration, 
saying the hospital regularly 
accommodates more patients 
than its current 50-bed capacity. 
They believe that opening the new 
building would greatly alleviate 
patients’ suffering.

Patients such as Kajal Rekha and 
Lima Khatun said the hospital’s 
environment is unhygienic and 
congested, and they face difficulties 

due to severe shortage of space.
Dr Anwarul Abedin, a medical 

officer at the hospital, said the 
crisis is compounded by a shortage 
of doctors. 

He stressed the urgency of 
opening the new building and 
filling vacant medical posts.

Nazmul Haque, executive of 
engineer of Health Engineering 
Department in Jashore, said the 
project work has been completed 
and the building has been handed 
over to the health department. 
“Now all the responsibility lies with 
them,” he said.

Dr Ahsanul Mizan Rumi, health 
and family planning officer in 

Chaugachha upazila, said the 
hospital cannot be officially 
upgraded without administrative 
approval, and essential resources 
like furniture, beds, and manpower 
are still lacking.

Jashore Civil Surgeon Dr Masud 
Rana said letters have been sent 
to the health department multiple 
times seeking approval. 

“Regular communication is 
ongoing. I think the approval may 
be given this month,” he added.

According to Dr Mustafiqur 
Rahman, joint secretary to the 
health ministry, steps are being 
taken regarding the necessary 
approval for the hospital. SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Nearly 2,500 tea garden workers 
and their family members in Sylhet 
yesterday blocked Sylhet-Companiganj-
Bholaganj regional highway for three 
hours to press home their 11-point 
demands, including payment of their 
20 weeks’ arrears.

The protest began around 12:30pm 
in Lakkatura area and brought traffic to 
a standstill.

They later 
withdrew the 
blockade at 
around 3:30pm 
f o l l o w i n g 
a s s u r a n c e s 
from the local 
administration, 
and issued 
a three-day 
u l t i m a t u m , 
warning of tougher movement if 
their demands are not met within the 
deadline.

The workers demanded the 
government to cancel the lease of 
Burjan Tea Company, take over 
operations of the garden, and ensure 
immediate disbursement of unpaid 
wages and rations.

Suhag Chatri, a tea workers’ leader, 
said workers have become frustrated 
over repeated promises of payment that 

have yet to be fulfilled. 
Sanjay Kanta Das, adviser to the 

Bangladesh Tea Workers’ Federation, 
said the workers have also not received 
their ration and bonuses for several 
months.

The blockade led to severe 
traffic congestion and sufferings to 
commuters.

Army personnel managed to create 
passage for emergency vehicles, 

including an 
a m b u l a n c e 
caught in the 
gridlock.

Contacted, Md 
Kamruzzaman, 
manager of 
Burjan Tea 
Garden, said, “We 
are facing this 
problem because 
the Krishi Bank 

has not allocated us loans due our 
previous default loans. Last year we 
could not make any profit due to high 
production costs.”

Khushnoor Rubaiyath, upazila 
nirbahi officer of Sylhet Sadar, said 
she spoke with both the workers’ 
representative and the tea garden’s 
mangaer. “Cooperation of the higher 
authorities is needed to take a decision 
that benefits the tea workers,” the UNO 
added.

‘Pay our arrears’
Tea workers issue 3-day ultimatum


