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With golden bales of harvested paddy hoisted on their shoulders, farmers head homeward, crossing the canal via a slender 
bamboo bridge that links one side of the haor to the other. The photo was taken recently from Zilkarkandi Haor in Sylhet. 
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‘No deal on 
humanitarian 
channel yet’
Says Khalilur; ‘won’t engage 
in any proxy war in Rakhine’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh will 
not engage in any 
proxy war, as is 
being suggested 
by a news portal 
of a neighbouring 
country, National 
Security Adviser 
Khalilur Rahman 
said yesterday.

The news portal falsely claimed that 
Bangladesh and the US were preparing 
for a proxy war in the Rakhine state of 
Myanmar, he added.

“If we were waging a proxy war on behalf 
of the US, China would be the first to be 
affected. Why isn’t China protesting? Why 
is the disinformation campaign coming 
from elsewhere?”
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Some banks hit by  
capital squeeze

BB data shows a key indicator of financial health stands  
at just 3.08%, while most banks remain strong

MD MEHEDI HASAN

Bangladesh’s banking sector is struggling 
with a weakened capital base following years 
of unchecked irregularities during the Awami 
League’s tenure, with a key measure of financial 
strength falling to a new low. 

Fresh data from Bangladesh Bank shows, 
capital-to-risk-weighted assets ratio (CRAR) 
across the sector dropped to just 3.08 percent at 

the end of 2024, below the 10 percent minimum 
required under the Basel III framework, an 
international set of reforms. The figure marks 
a steep decline from 6.86 percent three months 
earlier and 10.64 percent in June 2023.

While some banks continue to maintain 
healthy capital buffers, the data reveal a deep 
divide within the industry. State-owned, Islamic 
Shariah-based, and specialised banks have seen 

SEE PAGE 5 COL 5  

Journo protection 
law at review stage

Adviser Mahfuj says govt embarrassed 
by false cases against journalists

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is working to introduce a law for the protection of 
journalists, Information and Broadcasting Adviser Mahfuj Alam has 
said.

He made the remarks along with several observations while speaking 
as the chief guest at an event titled “Brave New Bangladesh: Reform 
Roadmap for Press Freedom” yesterday. The Dhaka office of Unesco, 
Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB), and Swedish embassy 
jointly organised the programme at the TIB office in Dhanmondi 
yesterday. 
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Democracy can’t 
do without a 
free press

Political leaders tell Editors’ 
Council discussion marking 

World Press Freedom Day
STAFF CORRESPSONDENT

Political parties have stressed their commitment to 
ensuring press freedom, recognising it as essential for 
democracy and good governance, and warning that its 
absence leads to fascism.

They also emphasised the need for upholding the 
values of ethical journalism and said  the media should 
not be used for corporate or other vested interests.

The remarks were made at a discussion organised by 
the Editors’ Council to mark the World Press Freedom 
Day at the Jatiya Press Club yesterday.

In his speech, BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul 
Islam Alamgir said, “We can assure you that we [the BNP] 

have always been, and will continue to be, in favour of 
press freedom -- whether we are in government or not.” 

He highlighted his party’s history of standing against the 
oppression faced by the media, as well as the “clearly fascist” 
laws imposed on the media under the previous regime.

“We have fought before, we are still fighting, and we 
will continue this fight. We will never support unjust 
imposition of one’s views on others. We will, of course, 
firmly uphold the right to freedom of opinion.

“If we ever get the chance to govern, we will 
institutionalise press freedom. If we remain in opposition, 
we will continue our fight to ensure it.”

“We have fought before, we 
are still fighting, and we 

will continue the fight. We 
will never support unjust 

imposition of one’s views on 
others. We will, of course, 
firmly uphold the right to 

freedom of opinion.” 

BNP Secretary General 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
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