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He said BNP, along with 
other democratic forces, 
had struggled for 17 years to 
restore democratic norms 
and ensure a fair election.

“But we don’t see any 
sign of such an election,” 
he said. 

“They [government] 
don’t say it, but their 
gestures, their remarks, 
and what their advisers 
say make it clear they will 
not allow the country’s 
democracy to fully flourish 
again.”

Criticising the 
indecision and lack of 
transparency within the 
interim government, Hafiz 
recounted a meeting 
held on February 10 
between BNP leaders and 
Chief Adviser Professor 
Muhammad Yunus.

“At that meeting, Dr 
Yunus assured us that 
elections would be held by 
December this year. But 
later, that commitment 
was withdrawn. Now they 
are saying polls will be held 
by June next year,” Hafiz 

said.
“This is nothing but 

playing a game with the 
fate of the state,” he added.

Shifting focus, Hafiz 
criticised the Awami 
League’s influence on the 
country’s sports sector, 
accusing it of eroding 
traditional sporting values.

Hafiz also claimed that 
he had advised cricket 
superstar Shakib Al Hasan 
not to align himself with 
AL politics before the last 
election.

“Shakib is now in danger 

because he did not accept 
the advice,” Hafiz said. 
“Had he listened and stayed 
away from this dummy 
election, he could have 
walked the streets of Dhaka 
with honour. Now, even 
returning home might be 
difficult for him.”

Former cricketer Tamim 
Iqbal, who recently retired 
from international cricket, 
was also present at the 
event. Hafiz advised him 
to stay clear of politics 
and focus on the sporting 
legacy he has built.

Abrar tortured
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execution of the death 
sentence will remain 
suspended until the appeal 
is resolved. 
THE CONVICTS

Those sentenced to 
death are Mehedi Hasan 
Russel, Mehedi Hasan 
Robin, Anik Sarkar Apu, 
Moniruzzaman Monir, 
Meftahul Islam Zion, Ifti 
Mosharraf Shokal, Mustaba 
Rafid, Mujahidur Rahman 
Mujahid, Muntasir Al Jemy, 
Ehtashamul Rabbi Tanim, 
Khandaker Tabakkarul 
Islam Tanvir, ASM Nazmus 
Sadat, Majedur Rahman 
alias Majed, Hossain 
Mohammad Toha, Shamim 
Billah, Mizanur Rahman 
Mizan, SM Mahmud Setu, 
Shamsul Arefin Rafat, 
Muhammad Morshed-
Uz-Zaman Mondol, and 
Morshed Amartya Islam.

Muhtasim Fuad, Ishtiaq 
Ahmed Munna, Amit 
Saha, Akash Hossain, and 
Moaz Abu Hurayra were 
sentenced to life in prison.

Among the convicts, 
Mustaba, Jishan and Tanim 
have been absconding 
while Muntasir Al Jemy, 
sentenced to death, 
escaped from Kashimpur 
Central Jail on August 6, 
a day after the fall of the 
Awami League regime. 
Abrar’s family did not know 
that he had escaped until 
February 24 of this year.
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or death is inadequate. 
There is also no insurance 
for death or loss of limbs, 
and the FSCD lacks personal 
protective equipment such 
as fire suits and breathing 
apparatus.

Brig Gen Muhammad 
Jahed Kamal, the new 

director general of fire 
service, said he has sent a 
proposal to the ministry 
increase the risk allowance 
to 30 percent of the basic 
salary. 

Supporting the demand 
for insurance coverage, 
he said he will conduct 
a feasibility study and 

send a proposal to the 
government for insurance 
coverage for all fire service 
members.

He also said he has a 
plan to ensure all staffers 
receive proper fire suits and 
equipment.

Currently, the fire service 
has 14,570 members.
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At least six iron bridges along 
the 31-kilometre Sharshina–
Swarupkathi–Kawkhali–Noikathi 
road in Pirojpur’s Nesarabad upazila 
are in a vulnerable condition.

For over a decade, hundreds of 
people and vehicles have had to cross 
the bridges at grave risk, but no steps 
have yet been taken to replace them.

As a result, drivers and 
pedestrians are compelled to use the 
bridges in Shehangal, Laxmankathi, 
Napitkhali, Paschim Kamarkathi, 
Uttar Kamarkathi and Dakshin 
Swarupkathi villages amid the 
constant risk of accidents. 

Of these, the longest bridge, 
located in Napitkhali village, is the 
most vulnerable.

“The bridges may collapse at any 
time. Since there is no alternative 
route, we are compelled to use them 
amid fear of accidents,” said Alamgir 
Hossain, a pick-up van driver.

Mostafiz Billah, a local resident 
who commutes using the road 
regularly, said, “Every time a vehicle 
gets on any of the bridges, it swings 
sideways. It is urgent to replace these 
worn-out bridges with new ones 

to avoid any disastrous event,” said 
truck driver Saiful Hasan.

Rafikul Islam, a resident of 
Shehangal village, said the bridges 
are more than 30 years old.

“Every day, a large number of 
vehicles including buses, goods-
laden trucks, pick-up vans, battery-
run auto-rickshaws and other motor 
vehicles, as well as pedestrians, move 
along the road and are forced to use 
the bridges at risk,” he added.

Contacted, Tanvir Ahmed, 
executive engineer of the Roads and 
Highways Department in Pirojpur, 
said they are aware of the issue.

The tender process for 
constructing an 80-metre bridge 
in Napitkhali village has been 
completed and the project is now at 
the evaluation stage, he informed.

“We are also taking steps to 
construct bridges at other points to 
replace the old ones,” Tanvir added.

NESARABAD IN PIROJPUR

Decaying bridges 
pose daily peril

Babui (Baya Weaver) birds building nests in a palm tree in the Darusha area of 
Rajshahi yesterday. These skilled little birds craft their homes using natural materials 
like mud, clay, and fibers -- much like true artists of nature.
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