
CITY
35 Rohingyas fleeing 
Bhasan Char detained
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Rab yesterday detained 35 Rohingyas, including 
18 women and children, in Patenga of Chattogram 
after they allegedly fled Bhasan Char.

The detainees were later handed over to the 
police for further legal procedures.

Rab-7 Media Officer ARM Mozaffar Hossain 
said, “Acting on a tip-off, Rab members spotted the 
group walking along a street with their belongings.”

During preliminary questioning, the detainees 
admitted to escaping from Bhasan Char and 
arriving in Chattogram by an engine boat, he said.

Shafiqul Islam, officer-in-charge of Patenga 
Police Station, said, “Rab detained the Rohingyas 
and handed them over to us. They will be sent back 
to the Rohingya camp in Cox’s Bazar.”

Buet MME dept hosts 
reception programme
CITY DESK

The Department of Materials and Metallurgical 
Engineering (MME) at Bangladesh University 
of Engineering and Technology (Buet) hosted a 
reception programme titled “Bioscope” on April 
29, said a press release.

The event was organised by the students of 
MME ‘22 for their juniors of MME ‘23.

This reception was a tradition in Buet MME, where 
each batch formally welcomed their immediate 
juniors. Prof HM Mamun Al Rashed, head of the 
MME department, attended as the chief guest. 

Maruf Mohsin, executive director of Rahim 
Group and vice president of the Bangladesh Steel 
Mills Association, was present as the special guest.  
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Padma erosion threatens 

embankment
Locals fear major damage if preventive measures delayed

JAHID HASAN, Shariatpur

New erosion has been reported in the 
Padma Bridge project area, putting the main 
protection embankment at Naowdoba in 
Shariatpur’s Jajira end at risk.

The nearly two-kilometre-long embankment 
was constructed at a cost of Tk 110 crore.

According to Bangladesh Water 
Development Board, the formation of sandbars 
and the increase in riverbed depth near the 
embankment have triggered the erosion. 

In November last year, approximately 100 
metres of the protection embankment at 
the Naowdoba zero point on the Jajira side 
collapsed into the river. However, BWDB 
could not initiate repair work immediately. 
After four months, on April 24 this year, they 
began repair work involving the placement of 
sand-filled geo-bags and CC blocks at a cost of 
around Tk 2.87 crore. 

When asked why repair work was not started 
promptly despite knowing about the erosion, 
the BWDB Executive Engineer of Shariatpur 
Tarek Hasan could not provide any answer.

“About 12 to 13 years ago, the Bridge Division 
constructed this embankment to protect the 
Padma Bridge project area. After the collapse 
of a 100-metre section at Naowdoba Zero 
Point, a joint survey was conducted by BWDB 
and the Bangladesh Bridge Authority,” he said.

He said the survey revealed that in about 
one-kilometre stretch, the riverbed near the 
embankment has deepened, and soil erosion is 
taking place from the bottom. In the remaining 
one-kilometre stretch, the river has moved very 
close to the embankment, causing continuous 
soil erosion. As a result, the entire embankment 
is now classified as vulnerable.

He said a Development Project Proposal 

(DPP) has been prepared and submitted to 
the relevant ministry for strengthening the 
embankment. 

“If the embankment is not reinforced, 
several critical infrastructures within 500 
metres of the Padma Bridge’s Jajira end and 
four surrounding villages could come under 
severe threat from the erosion,” he added.

An on-site visit revealed that due to the 
strong currents of the Padma river, soil from 
the river training structures adjacent to the 
embankment is collapsing into the river. 
Rows of geo-bags placed for embankment 
protection have come loose and are falling 
into the water. Similar erosion was spotted in 
at least 5-6 different locations.

Meanwhile, fear has gripped local residents 
living near the embankment.

Shubho Tara, 45, wife of Rashid Talukder 
from Achim Uddin Madbor’s Kandi, said, “I’ve 
lost so many bighas of land that I can’t even 
remember. At night, when the winds howl, I 
can’t sleep; my heart races in fear, thinking 
the river might take away whatever little we 
have left.”

When asked whether repair work could 
start before the monsoon, BWDB Sub-
Assistant Engineer Suman Kumar Bonik said, 
“A project proposal to prevent erosion has 
been sent to the ministry. We are hopeful that 
it will be approved soon. Once approved, we 
can begin the work. 

“However, it will not be possible to complete 
the entire project within this monsoon 
season. We will try our best to complete the 
work before the next monsoon,” he added.

Man dies 
after falling 
ill inside 
septic tank
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Lalmonirhat

A man died and another 
fell ill after they climbed 
down into a septic tank 
to clean it in Lalmonirhat 
Sadar upazila yesterday.

The deceased was 
identified as Maruf 
Hossain, 22, of Balapara 
village in Sadar upazila.

Abdur Rahim, 30, 
who fell ill during the 
incident, was admitted 
to Lalmonirhat Sadar 
Hospital.

The incident occurred at 
the house of Zahurul Islam 
at Nijpara village around 
10:00am, said Mohammad 
Nurnabi, officer-in-charge 
of Lalmonirhat Sadar 
Police Station.

According to police and 
locals, Maruf and Abdur 
went to clean the septic 
tank at Zahurul’s house in 
the morning. Maruf first 
climbed down the tank and 
fell ill due to accumulated 
toxic gas. When Abdur 
entered inside the tank to 
help Maruf, he too felt sick 
but he managed to climb 
out. 

Maruf, however, could 
not make it out and died 
inside the tank, said police.

Upon receiving the 
information, police and 
fire service personnel went 
to the spot and recovered 
Maruf’s body.

Boats lie idle at Kumira Ghat in Sitakunda due to the ongoing fishing ban. Fishing in the Bay of Bengal has been 
prohibited from April 15 to June 11 to ensure the proper breeding, production, and conservation of marine fish 
resources. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN

STAR REPORT

Dhaka South City Corporation (DSCC) 
has carried out a special mosquito 
control and cleanliness drive, deploying 
a team of 500 mosquito control and 
sanitation workers.

The initiative was conducted in 
Khilgaon and North Shahjahanpur 
yesterday in the presence of 
Administrator Md Shahjahan Mia.

Officials from the Waste Management 
Division, the Directorate 
General of Health 
Services, and local 
residents actively 
participated in 
the drive, which 
aimed to improve 
sanitation and curb 
m o s q u i t o - b o r n e 
diseases ahead of the 
monsoon season.

According to DSCC 
spokesperson Zobaer Hossain, the 
operation began at 6:00am and covered 
North Shahjahanpur, its surrounding 
wetlands, and adjacent areas.

Teams sprayed mosquito repellents 
and cleared waste to eliminate mosquito 
breeding grounds, particularly dengue-
spreading Aedes mosquito.

“With the monsoon approaching, we 
have launched a two-tier campaign against 
dengue. The first involves our regular 
mosquito control and sanitation activities,” 
Shahjahan said at a press briefing.

“The second tier includes intensive 
special drives and public engagement 
campaigns, including awareness rallies 
across all 10 DSCC zones,” he added.

He said similar operations had 
already been carried out in Jatrabari and 
Dhanmondi.

DSCC deploys 
500 workers for 
mosquito control

Two killed in 
road accidents
STAR REPORT

Two people were killed 
in road accidents 
in Netrokona and 
Chattogram yesterday.

In Netrokona,  a nine-
year-old boy was killed 
after being hit by a truck 
in Kalmakanda upazila 
around 8:30am.

The deceased is 
Abdullah, son of Ahmad of 
Sunamganj, said Md Feruz 
Hossain, officer-in-charge 
of Kalmakanda Police 
Station.

The OC said police 
arrested the driver, 
Mahmudul, 25.

In Chattogram, a 
biker was killed and 
a woman injured in a 
collision between a bus 
and a motorcycle on 
Chattogram-Cox’s Bazar 
Highway in Patiya upazila 
around 10:30am.

The deceased is 
Mohammad Yasin, 40, said 
OC Jasim Uddin of Patiya 
Crossing Highway Police 
Station.

The injured, Shirin Akter, 
30, was a relative of Yasin.

STAR REPORT

Four government bodies will 
coordinate efforts to ease 
severe traffic congestion in the 
northern part of the capital, said 
Dhaka North City Corporation 
Administrator Mohammad Azaz 
during a field visit yesterday.

Speaking at the site of a proposed 
traffic corridor, stretching from the 
second U-turn of the 300-ft road 
to United International University 
in Aftabnagar and 
extending to 
Rampura, Azaz 
said DNCC will 
work closely 
with Dhaka 
Metropolitan 
P o l i c e , 
R a j d h a n i 
U n n a y a n 
Kartripakkha, and the 
Mass Rapid Transit authority.

“If these three corridors can 
be opened, traffic pressure on 
the Pragati Sarani area will be 
significantly reduced,” he said.

“This will also bring relief to 
surrounding neighbourhoods 
currently suffering from chronic 
gridlock,” he added.

The DNCC administrator 
pointed out that ongoing metro 
rail construction along Pragati 
Sarani has further aggravated 
the traffic situation, leading to 
immense public suffering.

As an interim measure, 
DNCC has instructed relevant 
departments to prepare diversion 
roads and service lanes to improve 
traffic flow.

DNCC to work 
with key agencies 
to ease traffic
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