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Battery-run rickshaw vans carrying iron rods on the Barishal-Dhaka highway. Such vehicles are not allowed on highways, as 
they pose a serious risk to other road users. The photo was taken in Barishal’s Kashipur area.
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Qatar PM sees ‘a bit of 
progress’ on Gaza truce
Israeli strikes kill 8 more; death toll climbs to 52,243

AFP, Doha

Gaza mediator Qatar yesterday said there 
was some progress in talks in Doha this week 
aimed at securing a new truce in the Israel-
Hamas war.

Speaking at a news conference, Qatari 
Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al-Thani reported 
“a bit of progress”, in response to questions 
about reports of a Thursday meeting in Doha 
between Israel’s Mossad spy agency chief 

David Barnea and the Qatari prime minister.
“We need to find an answer to the ultimate 

question: how to end this war. That’s, that’s 
basically, I think, the key point of the entire 
negotiations,” Sheikh Mohammed added.

Qatar, alongside Egypt and the United 
States, brokered a truce between Israel and 
Hamas in Gaza which came into effect on 
January 19 but which did not bring a complete 
end to the war.

The initial phase of the truce ended in early 
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City

Exiled poet Daud 
Haider no more

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Poet Daud Haider, known for his timeless 
poem Janmo-i Amar Ajanmo Pap 
(My Birth, My Eternal Sin), died while 
undergoing treatment at a Berlin hospital 
early yesterday (Bangladesh time). 

He was 73.
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J&K TERROR ATTACK

India eyes 
‘retaliation’

Says Indian media as troops 
exchange gunfire along 

Kashmir LoC for third day
AGENCIES

Troops from Pakistan and India exchanged fire in disputed 
Kashmir for a third night in a row, officials said yesterday, 
as Indian media reported that New Delhi is mulling 
military retaliation over the Kashmir terror attack.

The Indian Express newspaper yesterday quoted a 
top government source as saying “there will be military 
retaliation” and officials “are discussing the nature of the 
strike”.

“There will be military retaliation, and we are prepared. 
We are discussing the nature of the strike… Since 2019, 
we have taken a series of measures to modernise our 

weapons. We have the option of targeting the terrorists 
from within our territory,” the newspaper quoted the 
source as saying.

India has accused Pakistan of supporting “cross-border 
terrorism” after gunmen killed 26 people in the worst 
attack on civilians in contested Muslim-majority Kashmir 
for a quarter of a century.

Relations between the nuclear-armed rivals plunged to 
their lowest level in years after the attack.

Islamabad has denied any involvement, calling 
attempts to link Pakistan to the attack “frivolous” and 
vowing to respond to any Indian action.

Modi vows ‘harshest response’, says world is 
standing with India

Pak troops kill 54 militants who tried to 
infiltrate from Afghanistan

Indian military holds naval drills in the 
Arabian Sea 
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REBUILDING NATION 

‘Don’t let evil 
forces get in 
the way’
UNB, Dhaka

Gono Forum 
President Emeritus 
Dr Kamal Hossain 
yesterday urged all 
to remain alert so 
that no evil forces 
or conspiracies can create obstacles to 
rebuilding Bangladesh as dreamt of in the 
Liberation War.

“The main goal of the freedom gained 
through the great Liberation War was 
to establish democracy, justice, human 
rights, and build a society free from 
exploitation,” he said at a programme.

Ishraque new 
DSCC mayor
Gazette issued 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election 
Commission 
has issued 
an amended 
g a z e t t e 
notification 
declaring BNP-nominated 
candidate Mohammad 
Ishraque Hossain as the 
mayor of Dhaka South City 
Corporation.

The gazette cancelled the 
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