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from voting against their 
party -- both parties agreed 
with the commission’s 
proposal to allow MPs to 
vote freely, except on money 
bills and confidence votes.

Both parties also 
supported forming a 
bicameral parliament with 
proportional representation 
in the upper house. JSD 
proposed the upper house 
have 200 seats.

Additionally, they 
backed forming a caretaker 
government through the 
upper house. 

Swapan said, “We 
proposed an interim 
government comprising 
elected representatives from 
parliament, with a three-
month tenure. The chief 
adviser and other advisers 
would be appointed from 
the upper house, balancing 

powers between the prime 
minister and the president.”

Ganosamhati Andolon 
further proposed retaining 
two parts of the “July 
Charter” -- a constitutional 
part handled by the 
Constitutional Reform 
Assembly or parliament, 
and an administrative 
part managed through 
ordinances by an interim 
government.

In reviewing the 
commission’s proposals, 
Ganosamhati agreed 
fully with 138 out of 166 
proposals, partially with 
13, disagreed with 11, and 
refrained from commenting 
on four. JSD fully agreed 
with 121 proposals, partially 
with 28, and disagreed with 
17.

The dialogues were 
chaired by Prof Ali Riaz, vice-
president of the National 

Consensus Commission, 
and moderated by Special 
Assistant to the Chief 
Adviser Monir Haidar.

In his opening remarks 
during the session with 
Ganosamhati, Prof Ali 
Riaz said, “The reports 
submitted by the reform 
commissions are efforts to 
address Bangladesh’s long-
standing crises. Beyond 
implementing the reports, 
we must work towards 
building a democratic 
state structure by uniting 
democratic forces.”

Opening the session 
with JSD, Riaz recalled, “At 
times, it seemed we would 
never escape this repressive 
[Awami League] regime. 
But through the people’s 
uprising, particularly led by 
students, the first stage of 
democratic victory has been 
achieved.” 
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Journalists’ Association 
(DUJA) office.

After the discussion, Asif 
Mahmud, along with the 
PSC members, went to the 
Raju Memorial Sculpture 
on the university campus, 
where the protesters had 
been holding their hunger 
strike.

Speaking to the 
demonstrators, Asif 
Mahmud said a committee 
comprising high-level 
government officials, 
including Energy Adviser 
Muhammad Fouzul Kabir 
Khan, had been formed to 
work on reforms to the PSC.

He further said 
representatives of the 
protesting jobseekers 
would sit with the energy 
adviser and PSC members 
to discuss and work towards 
sustainable reforms of the 
commission.

A worker tends to lichies at an orchard in Rajshahi yesterday. According to the owners, lichies will be available in 
the markets within a week. They said the yield has been good across the district, and they expect a good profit.
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