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have registered for hajj 
from Bangladesh this 
year. Of them, 5,200 
will perform Hajj under 
government management, 
while 81,900 through 
private hajj agencies.

Biman will carry half of 
the total pilgrims, while 
Saudia and Flynas, two 
national flag carriers of 
Saudi Arabia, will transport 
the rest, according to the 
ministry.

Biman General Manager 
(Public Relations) Bushra 
Islam said this year, hajj 
flights will be operated 
from Dhaka, Chattogram, 
and Sylhet airports.

From Chattogram, 17 pre-
Hajj flights and nine return 
flights will be operated. 
Similarly, from Sylhet, there 
will be five pre-hajj flights 
and eight return flights.

Hajj flights from 
Chattogram’s Shah 
Amanat International 
Airport will begin on May 3, 
and from Sylhet’s Osmani 
International Airport on 
May 14.

This year, Hajj is 
expected to take place 
on June 5, subject to the 
sighting of the moon.

The management of Hajj 
is set to enter a new era 
with the introduction of a 
mobile app, prepaid card 
services, and enhanced 
roaming facilities aimed 
at making the pilgrimage 
experience smoother 
and more convenient for 
Bangladeshi pilgrims.

The government will 
launch the new mobile 
application, “Labbayk”, 
alongside a hajj prepaid card 
and special mobile roaming 
packages for pilgrims.
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Institute continued their 
protest for the seventh 
consecutive day by 
locking the administrative 
building.

Salman Ahmed 
Tushar, a protester, said 
administrative buildings 
across all polytechnic 
institutes in Rajshahi 
remained locked and 
demonstrations would 
continue until demands 
were met. 

Students of Rajshahi 
Mohila Polytechnic 
Institute and the 
Government Survey 
Institute also joined the 
protest.

Rajshahi Polytechnic 
Institute Principal Md Abu 
Hanif said administrative 
and academic activities 
were suspended due to the 
ongoing protests.

The fresh protests follow 
earlier demonstrations 
that began on April 16 and 
continued for several days.

The students’ six-
point demands include 
cancelling the 30 percent 
promotion quota for craft 
instructors, introducing 
a four-year standardised 
curriculum and an age limit 
for admissions, gradually 
shifting to English as the 
medium of instruction, 
enforcing reserved quotas 
for technical posts under 
Grade-10, and establishing 
a dedicated technical 
university for polytechnic 
and monotechnic 
graduates.

Students claim that 
these reforms are essential 
to ensure merit-based 
recruitment, strengthen 
technical education, and 
improve career prospects.
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They also backed limiting 
any individual to two 
terms as prime minister. 
JSD further proposed 
reducing the tenure of both 
the prime minister and 
president to four years.

Regarding Article 70 of 
the Constitution -- which 
restricts MPs from voting 
against their party -- both 
parties agreed with the 
commission’s proposal to 
allow MPs to vote freely, 
except on money bills and 
confidence votes.

Both parties also 
supported forming a 
bicameral parliament with 
proportional representation 
in the upper house. JSD 
proposed the upper house 
have 200 seats.

Additionally, they 
backed forming a caretaker 
government through the 

upper house. 
Swapan said, “We 

proposed an interim 
government comprising 
elected representatives 
from parliament, with 

a three-month tenure. 
The chief adviser and 
other advisers would be 
appointed from the upper 
house, balancing powers 
between the prime minister 

and the president.”
Ganosamhati Andolon 

further proposed retaining 
two parts of the “July 
Charter” -- a constitutional 
part handled by the 
Constitutional Reform 
Assembly or parliament, 
and an administrative 
part managed through 
ordinances by an interim 
government.

In reviewing the 
commission’s proposals, 
Ganosamhati agreed 
fully with 138 out of 
166 proposals, partially 
with 13, disagreed with 
11, and refrained from 
commenting on four. 
JSD fully agreed with 121 
proposals, partially with 
28, and disagreed with 17.

The dialogues were 
chaired by Prof Ali Riaz, 
vice-president of the 
National Consensus 

Commission, and 
moderated by Special 
Assistant to the Chief 
Adviser Monir Haidar.

In his opening remarks 
during the session with 
Ganosamhati, Prof Ali 
Riaz said, “The reports 
submitted by the reform 
commissions are efforts to 
address Bangladesh’s long-
standing crises. Beyond 
implementing the reports, 
we must work toward 
building a democratic 
state structure by uniting 
democratic forces.”

Opening the session 
with JSD, Riaz recalled, “At 
times, it seemed we would 
never escape this repressive 
[Awami League] regime. 
But through the people’s 
uprising, particularly led 
by students, the first stage 
of democratic victory has 
been achieved.” 

Beyond 
implementing 
the reports, 

we must work 
toward building a 
democratic state 

structure by uniting 
democratic forces.
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