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Philippines,
US launches

drills as China

seizes reef
AFP, Manila

Missiles fired off the coast
of the northern Philippines
yesterday as US and Filipino
forces conducted their first
integrated defence drills,
hours after China said it
had seized control of a reef
claimed by Manila.

The Philippines
and China have been
engaged in months of
confrontations over the
South China Sea, which
Beijing claims nearly in
its entirety despite an
international ruling that
its assertion has no legal
basis.

As many as 17,000
personnel are participating
in the annual “Balikatan”
exercises, which this year
will simulate a “full-scale
battle scenario” as the
treaty allies seek to deter

China’s ambitions in the
disputed waterway.
Chinese
broadcaster
Saturday reported that the
country’s coast guard had

State

CCTV  on

“implemented  maritime
control” over Tiexian Reef,
also known as Sandy Cay,
this month.

DEATH OF POPE FRANCIS

All eyes turn to conclave

AFP, Vatican City
With Pope Franus lald to rest, all
eyes turn now to the conclave, the
secretive meeting of cardinals set
to convene within days to elect a
new head of the Catholic Church.

Mourners were permitted to visit
his tomb for the first time yesterday,
a day after an estimated 400,000
people including world leaders
turned out for the Argentine’s
funeral at the Vatican and burial in
Rome.

The crowds were a testament
to the popularity of Francis,
an  energetic reformer who
championed the poorest and most
vulnerable.

Many of those mourning the late
pope, who died on Monday aged 88,
expressed anxiety about who would
succeed him.

“He ended up transforming
the Church into something more
normal, more human,” said Romina
Cacciatore, 48, an Argentinian
translator living in Italy.

“'m  worried about
coming.”

On Monday morning, cardinals
will hold their fifth general meeting
since the pope’s death, at which
they are expected to pick a date for
the conclave.

Cardinal-clectors at the secret
vote will cast four votes per day
until one candidate secures a two-
thirds majority, a result broadcast
to the waiting world by burning
papers that emit white smoke.

Luxembourg Cardinal Jean-
Claude Hollerich said last week he
expected the conclave to take place
on May 5 or 6 -- shortly after the
nine days of papal mourning, which
ends on May 4.

German  Cardinal

what'’s

Reinhard

Marx told reporters on Saturday
the conclave would last just “a few
days”.

Francis’s funeral was held
in St Peter’'s Square in bright
spring sunshine, a mix of solemn
ceremony and an outpouring of
emotion for the Church’s first Latin
American pope.

More  crowds

gathered on

understand. I don’t think the next
pope can be the same but [ hope
he will have an open mind and be
realistic about the challenges in the
world right now.”

A couple of hours after opening,
the large basilica was heaving, the
crowds periodically shushed over
speakers.

Many of the mourners expressed

People attend mass for the Vatican workers, following the funeral for Pope

Francis, in St Peter’s Square at the Vatican yesterday.

Sunday to view his simple marble
tomb at the basilica of Santa Maria
Maggiore, his favourite church in

Rome.

PHOTO: REUTERS

hope that the next pope would
follow Francis’s example, at a time
of widespread global conflict and

growing hard-right populism.

Francis was buried in an alcove
of the church, becoming the first
pope in more than a century to be
interred outside the Vatican.

“It was very emotional” to see
his tomb, said 49-year-old Peruvian
Tatiana Alva, who wiped away tears
after joining hundreds of others
filing past the burial place.

“He was very kind, humble. He
used language young people could

More than 220 of the Church’s

252 cardinals were at Saturday’s
funeral. They will gather again on
Sunday afternoon at Santa Maria
Maggiore to pay their respects at
Francis’s tomb.

Only cardinals under the age

of 80 are eligible to vote in the
conclave. There are 135 currently
eligible -- most of whom Francis
appointed himself.
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“honeymoon period” for the
interim government was over,
Yunus said people think the
interim government is still a
good solution for them.

“They’re not saying let the
interim government go, have
the election today... We have
not faced any such problem
of people saying that ‘hand
it |power| over as soon as
possible’,” he added.

Asked about ousted PM’s
claim that she is stll the
“rightful prime minister” and
how the government viewed
her presence in India, he said
he had a meeting with Indian
PM Narendra Modi during
the BIMSTEC Summit in
Bangkok. “I made it very clear
that, okay if you [Modi| want
to keep her that is probably
not something thatI can settle
with you, but definitely while
she’s there, she should not be
talking because it creates a lot

of problems for us.

“She’s  giving  speeches
to incite people inside of
Bangladesh, and we have
to suffer from that,” Yunus
added.

Asked  about  Modi’s

response, Yunus said, “If I
recollect, he said this [India] is
a country where social media
is open (o anybody. I cannot
control that.”

Asked if he thought India
was offering Sheikh Hasina
political cover, should she face
justice back home, Yunus said,
“We have already sent a letter
to Indian government to send
her to Bangladesh. They have
not responded yet, but when
the legal procedures begin
and the court will give the
notice ...” he added.

The anchor then said, “So
let me get this straight you're
saying that Prime Minister
Modi has told you we can’t do

that has been accused of

stifling freedom of speech and
in no way have you been given
any kind of guarantees that
she will be sent back to face
justice?”

Yunus said, “no.

On Bangladesh and India
relations, Yunus said, “This
is one of the cases that we
have to resolve ourselves ... we
understand what their legal
situation is, what our legal
situation is. But we are waiting
for the legal notice from the
court.”

Asked if Yunus decided to
visit China first deliberately
before India and whether he
was sending a message, Yunus
said he was visiting countries
where he would like to go.

“I tried to go to India, but
they didn’t respond to it. So, I
went (o China, and now I'll go
to Malaysia,” he said.

He said he is visiting
countries to revive SAARC.

AskedifIndia has given him
a cold shoulder, and is he now
deepening ties with Pakistan
as an alternative, Yunus said,
“I will not say cold shoulder.
I's maybe a temporary thing...
something we have (o resolve
together. I'll not take this as a
final thing, it’s not something
long-lasting.”

TalkingaboutBangladesh’s
relationship with the Trump
administration, Yunus said
his government has a very

good, strong, and warm
relationship with the Trump
administration.

Asked if he saw the US as a
reliable partner or was he being
forced to choose between
Beijing and Washington DC,
Yunus said, “No this is not a
question of choice, they're all
our friends. The USA is a good
friend, China is a good friend,
India is a good friend.”

PANAMA, SUEZ

Trump seeks
‘free’ transit
for US ships

AFP, Washington

US President Donald
Trump on Saturday
urged free transit for
American commercial
and  military  ships
through the Panama
and Suez canals.

Trump  has  for
months been calling for
the United States to take
control of the Panama
Canal but his social
media post also shifted
focus onto the vital Suez

route.

“American Ships,
both  Military  and
Commercial, should

be allowed to travel,
free of charge, through
the Panama and Suez
Canals!” he wrote on his
Truth Social platform.

He claimed both
routes would “not exist”
without the United
States and said he had
asked  Secretary  of
State Marco Rubio to
“immediately take care
of” the situation.

The United States
and China are two of the
top users of the Panama
Canal.

Egypt's Suez Canal,
a key waterway linking
Europe and Asia,
accounted for about
10 percent of global
maritime trade before
attacks by  Yemen'’s
Huthi rebels on shipping
routes in the Red Sea

VANCOUVER CAR RAMMING

Cops rule out

terrorism link
after 9 killed

AFP, Vancouver

A driver Kkilled at least nine people when he
ploughed a vehicle through a crowd at a Filipino
cultural celebration in Vancouver, police in the

Canadian city said yesterday.
The Filipino community had gathered in

Vancouver’s Sunset on Fraser neighbourhood on

Saturday evening when festivalgoers were hit.

“We can confirm nine people have died after a
man drove through a crowd at last night’s Lapu
Lapu Festival,” Vancouver police said on X.

The festival, which commemorates a Filipino
anti-colonial leader from the 16th century, falls
this year on the weekend before Canada’s election.

Police said they have arrested a “lone suspect”
- a 30-year-old man from Vancouver who was
known to them -- and were not treating the
incident as an “act of terrorism.”

Mark
was
the

Prime  Minister
Carney said he
“devastated” by

“horrific events.”
Footage posted
online and verified
by AFP shows a
black SUV with
a damaged hood
parked on a
street littered with
debris, meters from
first aiders tending

to people lying on the
ground.

Eyewitness Dale Selipe told
the Vancouver Sun that she saw injured children
on the street after the vehicle rammed into the
crowd.

“There was a lady with her eyes staring up, one
of her legs was already broken. One person was
holding her hand trying to comfort her,” Selipe
told the newspaper.

“We are still finding the words to express the
deep heartbreak brought on by this senseless
tragedy,” community group Filipino BC, the
organizer of the Saturday event, said in an
Instagram statement.

Canadians go (o the polls today after a frenetic
clection race where candidates have wooed voters

and Gulf of Aden.

onissues including rising living costs and tackling
US President Donald Trump’s tariffs.

Carney is favoured to win after assuring voters
he can stand up to Washington’s barrage of

sweeping tariffs.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Jail Super
Bhola District Jail, Bhola.

Memo No. 58.04.0900.151.04.016.25-1252

Date : 24.04.2025

e-Tender Notice

This is to notify all concern that the following tender is invited in the national e-GP portal:

Sl | Tender Tender/Proposal Package Name Publishing and Closing Date & Time

No | IDNo.

03. | 1102432 | Goods Publishing : 24-April 2025 Time 17:00
Procurement of Dietary Articles of Package-3 for the | ¢joging - 08 May 2025 Time 12:10
Posiod ol 1 Jamry 2025 o ) Jou 2405 Opening  : 08 May 2025 Time 12:10

10. | 1102432 | Goods Publishing : 24-April 2025 Time 17:00
Procurcment of Dietary Articles of Package-11 for the | Cloging  : 08 May 2025 Time 12:10
Period of 01 January'2025 to 30 June'2025 Opening  : 08 May 2025 Time 12:10

This is an online Tender where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no
offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-tender, registrafion in the National e-GP Portal
(http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required. Further information and guidelines are available in the national e-GP

System portal and from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@leprocure.gov.bd)
o
Shawkat Mia
Jail Super
GD-1001 Bhola District Jail.

BABE (F) - 337/PPGHME/2024-2025/07

@ KHULNA SHIPYARD LIMITED
oy

BANGLADESH NAVY, KHULNA
PHOME NO: PABX [2-47772003
E-mail: oiccomnf. ksy@amail.com, Web: www.khulnashipyard.gov.bd

DATE: 27 April 2025

INTERNATIONAL TENDER NOTICE

01| Procuring Entity Name

Khulna Shipyard Limited, Bangladesh Mavy, Khulna

02| Inwitibion For

Pipa & Fittings, Bottom Phug, Zinc Anode, A-Boliard, Rope, Galley
Ttems, Hatch, Manhale, Lighting Amangement & Fire Alarm

03| Invitation Reference No.

BABE (F) - 337/PPGHMB/2024-2025 DATE: 27/4/2025

04| Procuring Hethod Open Tender (Two Envelop System)
05 Budget & Scurce of Funds Khulna Shipyard Limiked Fund
06| Tender Last Seling Date 27 May 2025

07| Tender Closing Date & Tima

Diate- 28 May 2025 Time:1115am

08| Tender Opening Date & Time

Diate- 28 May 2025 Time:1130am

05| Name & Address of the Office for Selling of Tender Documents:-
(i) Cash Section, Khulna Shipyand Ltd. Bangladesh Nawy, Khulna.
(i) Maval Shore Sub Depot, Khikhet Nama Para, Khilkhet, Dhaka.

Receiving & Opening Tender

| Khulna Shipyard Ltd, Bangladesh Navy, Khulna

(Tenderer's and their Authorized Representatives are allowed to attend)

|10 Price of Tender Document
11 Comtact Details of Official

Per set 3,000.00 (Tk, Three Thousand) Non-refundable.
Mob: +8801674950715
Email: giccomf ksyigmail.com

12 Special Instructions

The Procuring Entty reserves the right to reject all or any
Tenders prior to acoeptance without showing any reason.

GD-1006

Manager Admin
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The following e-Tenders are invited in the National

Bangladesh Power Dev. Board

for the procurement of:

Directorate of Purchase
WAPDA Building (9th Floar)
Motijheel C/A, Dhaka
Phone Wa, 223383081
E-mal: dir_purchase{@bpdb, gov bd

e-Tender Notice

e-GP System Portal (hetp://'www eprocure goy. bd)

5L e | - Openng |
Tender | Package Description of Goods! | Last Seling | Closing Date
M |
| Do No Teermce o, Works Date and time | and time Ga:tlem:nd
01 | 1103617 | EE-GRL-13 | 27.11.0000.304.25. | 11/0.4kv, 250kVA 22- May-2025 | 22May-2025 | 22-May-2025
| Lot 123.25 Disl. Transformer-50 | 13:00 | 14:00 | 1400
FY:24-25 | Date: 27042025 Nos (Tongi Store) | |
| | —
02 | 1103634 | EE-GRL-13 | 27.11.0000.304.25. | 11/0.4kv,200kVA 22-May-2025 | 22May-2025 | 22-May-2025
Lot-2 124.25 Dist. Transformer-50 | 13:00 1400 1400
FY:24-25 | Date:27/042025 Mes (Fauzderhat
Slore)

deski@le

Cil3- 1003

e/ TM-3550(0)/249/08 /2020

For more details please contact to the PE's Support Desk (01768595879),

These are online Tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP partal and no offine/ hard copies
will be accepted.

To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal (http:/www eprocure gov.bdl) is required

The fees for downloading the e-Tender Documents from the National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited
online through any registered Bank Branches.

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help desk
ure.gov.bd).
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1D No.1-01304
Directar
Directorate of Purchase
BPDEB, Dhaka




