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reached, and based on that 
consensus, we can sign the 
charter and move forward 
with the elections. There is 
no scope for going beyond 
this,” the BNP leader said.

“You have to tell the 
nation that you will 
proceed with a democratic 
transition. Preparations are 
necessary for the election 
both inside and outside the 
country,” Khasru said.

“In Bangladesh, we are 
not going to establish 

Baksal. It’s a Baksal-like 
notion that everyone must 
agree on everything… 
different parties will have 
different philosophies, 
different thoughts and 
there will naturally be 
differences of opinion,” he 
said.

BJP Chairman Andalib 
Rahman Partha said 
their position is clear 
that a national charter 
should be drawn up 
based on the reforms on 
which there is consensus, 
and the country should 
proceed towards elections 
accordingly.

He said while fifty 
political parties may 
have differing opinions 
on various matters, the 
election cannot be delayed.

In response to a 
question, Partha said it 
is possible to hold the 
election before December.

“I think the people 
now demand an electoral 
roadmap without further 
delay. I believe this 
government should now 
focus on that,” he said.

Govt suspends
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from the Department 
of Environment will 
be mandatory before 
granting leases for other 
quarries.

Local administrations 
have also been directed to 
take legal action against 
people involved in illegal 
stone extraction business 
rather than targeting the 
workers.

Besides, illegally 
extracted stones must not 
be sold; instead, they will 
be supplied for government 
construction works 
through customs.

On February 18, 2020, 
the Energy and Mineral 
Resources Division of the 
Ministry of Power, Energy 
and Mineral Resources 
had suspended stone 
extraction from all stone 
quarries until further 
notice.

Later, on 13 January 
2025, a decision was made 
to lift the suspension, 
which raised concerns 
from the environment 
ministry.
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Health workers 
stage sit-in at DGHS
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Over 300 health workers under a government project 
staged a sit-in yesterday at the Directorate General of 
Health Services in Mohakhali, demanding payment of 
their arrears and confirmation of their jobs.

They plan to resume their protest today, according to 
two participants.

Protesters said their demonstration disrupted services 
at some of the hospitals where they work.

The health workers, appointed under the Covid-19 
Emergency Response and Pandemic Preparedness (ERPP) 
Project, began their protest around 9:00am. 

Around 3:30pm, they moved their sit-in in front of the 
DGHS director general’s office after receiving no response 
from officials.

HC issues 
directives 
to protect 
Mogra river
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday 
issued a set of directives 
in order to save Mogra 
river in Netrokona from 
encroachment and 
pollution.

In response to a 
writ petition filed by 
Bangladesh Environment 
Lawyers Association, 
the court ordered the 
authorities concerned 
to demarcate the Mogra 
according to its main 
flow, to prepare a list of its 
encroachers and polluters, 
to evict them from the 
river, and to stop dumping 
municipal and household 
sewage into it. 

The HC also asked them 
to submit a compliance 
report in six months.

In the rule, the court 
asked the respondents 
(officials) why directives 
would not be given to them 
to identify the source of 
pollution and declare the 
river as an ecologically 
critical area and to restore, 
preserve, and protect 
the river through its 
management.
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Justice eludes victim families
SAURAV HOSSAIN SIAM

Three years after the seven-
murder incident in Narayanganj, a 
lower court sentenced 26 people, 
including a former city councillor 
and three former Rab officials, to 
death. The following year, the High 
Court upheld the death penalty 
for 15 of them and commuted the 
sentences for the rest.

However, with the case still 
pending with the Supreme Court 
after 11 long years, the victims’ 
families continue to wait for 
the execution of the culprits’ 
punishment.

On April 27, 2014, seven people, 
including then Narayanganj City 
Corporation councillor and panel 
mayor Nazrul Islam and lawyer 
Chandan Sarkar, were abducted 
from the Dhaka-Narayanganj 
link road. On April 30, their 
bodies were found floating in the 
Shitalakkhya river.

The other victims were Nazrul’s 
close aide Tajul Islam, his friend 
Sirajul Islam Liton, Moniruzzaman 
Swapan, Swapan’s driver Jahangir 
Alam, and advocate Chandan’s 
driver Md Ibrahim.

Members of the victims’ 
families and their lawyers have 
alleged that the former Awami 
League government was reluctant 

to execute the verdicts.
At the time of Jahangir’s death, 

his wife Shamsunnahar Akter 
Nupur was seven months pregnant. 
Their only daughter, Roza Akhter 
Jannat, who will turn 11 this July, 
now studies at a local madrasa. 

“I never saw my father after 
I was born, nor did I receive his 
love or affection. At madrasa, my 
friends are often dropped off and 
picked up by their fathers. When 
my mother or grandmother is 
late to pick me up, I miss my 
father terribly,” Roza said.

Jahangir’s wife, Shamsunnahar, 

alleged that justice had 
been delayed because “then 
government officials” were 
involved in the crime. “Now that 
the Awami League government 
is no longer in power, why is the 
trial still stalled?” she questioned.

Abul Khayer, father of victim 
Tajul Islam, said, “We are still 
holding onto the hope of seeing 
justice served. But parents of 
many victims have already passed 
away. I fear I might too, without 
seeing the punishment.”

On January 16, 2017, the 
Narayanganj District and 

Sessions Judge’s Court sentenced 
26 accused, including former 
councillor Nur Hossain and three 
former Rab officials, to death. 
The accused later appealed to the 
High Court.

In August 2018, the HC upheld 
the death penalty for 15 of the 
accused and commuted the 
sentences for the others. The 
case has since remained pending, 
awaiting SC hearing, said Abul 
Kalam Azad, public prosecutor of 
the Narayanganj District Court.

Councillor Nazrul’s wife, Selina 
Islam, said, “If such a brutal killing 
goes unpunished, it will only 
embolden the criminals. Even 
after verdicts were delivered in 
both the lower and higher courts, 
the sentences are yet to be carried 
out. We continue to live in fear 
and uncertainty because of this.”

Although the case is pending, 
there has been no hearing for 
years, said the compainant’s 
lawyer and convener of the 
Narayanganj city unit of BNP 
Sakhawat Hossain Khan.

Public Prosecutor Abul Kalam 
Azad said, “The attorney general 
and the state prosecutors are 
working to expedite the case. The 
interim government also wants 
the final verdict to be delivered 
within a specific timeframe.”
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For Roza, her father is nothing more than a faded photograph -- a 
memory she clings to in an attempt to ease her sorrow. PHOTO: STAR

Jamaat seeks
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wanted to know Jamaat’s 
stance on democracy in 
Bangladesh, women’s 
rights, minority rights, and 
the country’s key export 
sector -- the garments 
industry. 

“We were able to clearly 
convey our positions on 
these matters,” he said.

He said they urged 
the EU to send election 
observers for the upcoming 
polls. 

Regarding the Women’s 
Reform Commission’s 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , 
Jamaat told the EU that 
granting licenses to sex 
workers would severely 
undermine women’s 
dignity and rights, a 
point on which, according 
to Dr Taher, the EU 
representatives agreed.

The EU side also viewed 
positively Jamaat’s claim 
that 43 percent of its 
members are women.


