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“Inform the nation where 
the consensus has been 
reached, and based on that 
consensus, we can sign the 
charter and move forward 
with the elections. There is 
no scope for going beyond 
this,” the BNP leader said.

“You have to tell the 
nation that you will 
proceed with a democratic 
transition. Preparations are 
necessary for the election 
both inside and outside the 
country,” Khasru said.

“In Bangladesh, we 
are not going to establish 
Baksal. It’s a Baksal-like 
notion that everyone must 
agree on everything… 
different parties will have 
different philosophies, 
different thoughts and there 
will naturally be differences 
of opinion,” he said.

BJP Chairman Andalib 
Rahman Partha said their 
position is clear that a 
national charter should 
be drawn up based on the 
reforms on which there is 
consensus, and the country 
should proceed towards 
elections accordingly.

He said while fifty 
political parties may 
have differing opinions 
on various matters, the 
election cannot be delayed.

In response to a 
question, Partha said it 
is possible to hold the 
election before December.

“I think the people 
now demand an electoral 
roadmap without further 
delay. I believe this 
government should now 
focus on that,” he said.
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Justice eludes victim families
SAURAV HOSSAIN SIAM

Three years after the seven-
murder incident in Narayanganj, a 
lower court sentenced 26 people, 
including a former city councillor 
and three former Rab officials, to 
death. The following year, the High 
Court upheld the death penalty 
for 15 of them and commuted the 
sentences for the rest.

However, with the case still 
pending with the Supreme Court 
after 11 long years, the victims’ 
families continue to wait for 
the execution of the culprits’ 
punishment.

On April 27, 2014, seven people, 
including then Narayanganj City 
Corporation councillor and panel 
mayor Nazrul Islam and lawyer 
Chandan Sarkar, were abducted 
from the Dhaka-Narayanganj 
link road. On April 30, their 
bodies were found floating in the 
Shitalakkhya river.

The other victims were Nazrul’s 
close aide Tajul Islam, his friend 
Sirajul Islam Liton, Moniruzzaman 
Swapan, Swapan’s driver Jahangir 
Alam, and advocate Chandan’s 
driver Md Ibrahim.

Members of the victims’ 
families and their lawyers have 
alleged that the former Awami 
League government was reluctant 

to execute the verdicts.
At the time of Jahangir’s death, 

his wife Shamsunnahar Akter 
Nupur was seven months pregnant. 
Their only daughter, Roza Akhter 
Jannat, who will turn 11 this July, 
now studies at a local madrasa. 

“I never saw my father after 
I was born, nor did I receive his 
love or affection. At madrasa, my 
friends are often dropped off and 
picked up by their fathers. When 
my mother or grandmother is 
late to pick me up, I miss my 
father terribly,” Roza said.

Jahangir’s wife, Shamsunnahar, 

alleged that justice had 
been delayed because “then 
government officials” were 
involved in the crime. “Now that 
the Awami League government 
is no longer in power, why is the 
trial still stalled?” she questioned.

Abul Khayer, father of victim 
Tajul Islam, said, “We are still 
holding onto the hope of seeing 
justice served. But parents of 
many victims have already passed 
away. I fear I might too, without 
seeing the punishment.”

On January 16, 2017, the 
Narayanganj District and 

Sessions Judge’s Court sentenced 
26 accused, including former 
councillor Nur Hossain and three 
former Rab officials, to death. 
The accused later appealed to the 
High Court.

In August 2018, the HC upheld 
the death penalty for 15 of the 
accused and commuted the 
sentences for the others. The 
case has since remained pending, 
awaiting SC hearing, said Abul 
Kalam Azad, public prosecutor of 
the Narayanganj District Court.

Councillor Nazrul’s wife, Selina 
Islam, said, “If such a brutal killing 
goes unpunished, it will only 
embolden the criminals. Even 
after verdicts were delivered in 
both the lower and higher courts, 
the sentences are yet to be carried 
out. We continue to live in fear 
and uncertainty because of this.”

Although the case is pending, 
there has been no hearing for 
years, said the compainant’s 
lawyer and convener of the 
Narayanganj city unit of BNP 
Sakhawat Hossain Khan.

Public Prosecutor Abul Kalam 
Azad said, “The attorney general 
and the state prosecutors are 
working to expedite the case. The 
interim government also wants 
the final verdict to be delivered 
within a specific timeframe.”
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For Roza, her father is nothing more than a faded photograph -- a 
memory she clings to in an attempt to ease her sorrow. PHOTO: STAR

Jamaat seeks
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Abdullah Mohammad 
Taher briefed the media.

Taher said during the 
discussions, the EU officials 
wanted to know Jamaat’s 
stance on democracy in 
Bangladesh, women’s rights, 
minority rights, and the 
country’s key export sector 
-- the garments industry. 

“We were able to clearly 
convey our positions on 
these matters,” he said.

He said they urged 
the EU to send election 
observers for the upcoming 
polls. 

Regarding the Women’s 
Reform Commission’s 
recommendations, Jamaat 
told the EU that granting 
licences to sex workers 
would severely undermine 
women’s dignity and 
rights, a point on which, 
according to Dr Taher, the 
EU representatives agreed.

The EU side also viewed 
positively Jamaat’s claim 
that 43 percent of its 
members are women.
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Govt suspends lease 
of 17 stone quarries
UNB, Dhaka

The government yesterday suspended the leasing process 
of 17 out of 51 stone quarries in the country, considering 
environmental concerns.

This decision was taken at a meeting held at the 
Ministry of Power, Energy and Mineral Resources, chaired 
by the ministry’s Adviser Muhammad Faozul Kabir Khan.

The leasing process of stone quarries in Bholaganj, 
Utmachaora, Ratanpur, Bichanakandi, and Lovachora 
stone quarries of Sylhet will remain suspended.

Home Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Md Jahangir Alam 
Chowdhury and Environment Adviser Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan were also present.

The meeting also decided that obtaining an 
Environmental Clearance Certificate from the Department 
of Environment will be mandatory before granting leases 
for other quarries.

Students
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Md Abu Hanif said 
administrative and 
academic activities were 
suspended due to the 
ongoing protests.

The fresh protests follow 
earlier demonstrations 
that began on April 16 and 
continued for several days.

The students’ six-point 
demand include cancelling 
the 30 percent promotion 
quota for craft instructors, 
introducing a four-year 
standardised curriculum 
and an age limit for 
admissions, gradually 
shifting to English as the 
medium of instruction, 
enforcing reserved quotas 
for technical posts under 
grade-10, and establishing 
a dedicated technical 
university for polytechnic 
and monotechnic 
graduates.

Students claim that 
these reforms are essential 
to ensure merit-based 
recruitment, strengthen 
technical education, and 
improve career prospects.

Bogura set 
to become 
country’s 
13th city 
corporation
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Bogura

The Bogura Municipality 
is on track to become 
Bangladesh’s 13th city 
corporation.

The Local Government 
Division has already 
initiated the process to 
elevate its status. The 
proposed Bogura City 
Corporation will encompass 
18 wards from Bogura Sadar 
upazila and parts of 3 wards 
from Shahjahanpur upazila.

The district 
administration has issued 
a public notification in this 
regard. Bogura Municipality 
Executive Officer Shahjahan 
Alam said the notification 
will be published in 
newspapers today. 

This development 
follows a letter issued 
on April 10 by the City 
Corporation-2 (branch) 
of the Local Government 
Division, directing the DC 
to issue a public notice 
regarding the upgrade 
of Bogura to a city 
corporation.


