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Once reserved for special occasions and elite circles, 
beauty and personal care in Bangladesh are now 
everyday essentials for millions. From bustling 
city malls to quiet village shops, cosmetics and 
toiletries have woven themselves 
into the fabric of daily life. As 
consumer aspirations evolve and 
the thirst for self-expression grows, 
Bangladesh’s beauty market is 
undergoing a fascinating transformation—bursting 
with innovation, variety, and promise. Local brands 
are rising, global names are expanding, and a 
once modest industry is now flourishing into a 
vibrant landscape of skincare, haircare, 
and wellness.
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The Daily Star (TDS): Could 
you provide an overview of your 
company’s current position and 
performance in the cosmetics 
and toiletries sector?
Rezaul Karim (RK): The 
cosmetics and toiletries 
industry in Bangladesh has 
faced significant challenges 
in the post-Covid-19 era, 
further aggravated by the 
global economic recession. 
Volatility in international 
supply chains has led 
to rising costs of raw 
materials, packaging, 
and transportation. 
Consequently, high 
inflation in both food 
and non-food sectors 
has restricted consumer’s 
spending power, thus creating 
an unfavourable environment for 
the consumption of cosmetics 
and toiletries products.

Despite these challenges, 
Kohinoor Chemical Co. (BD) 
Ltd. (KCCL) has consistently 
maintained reasonable product 
prices, prioritising affordability 
for Bangladeshi consumers. 
Upholding customer satisfaction 
as a core value, we remain 
committed to delivering superior 
products with strong value 
propositions at accessible price 
points. Our trusted brands—
TIBET, SANDALINA, BACTROL, 
FASTWASH, TYFOON, ICE COOL, 
BEAUTINA, XPERT, CLEAN 
MASTER, and AM.PM.—have 
earned the loyalty of millions of 
consumers across Bangladesh.

TDS: How would you assess 
the current position and 
performance of local brands?
RK: The Bangladeshi market has 
long been dominated by global 
giants. Backed by international 
celebrity endorsements and 
aggressive marketing, these 
international players captivate 

consumers with bold 
and direct benefit claims and 
cross-border media influence. 
In an increasingly globalised 
landscape, Bangladeshi 
consumers often exhibit a 
preference for foreign brands, 
swayed by perceived superiority 
in product innovation and 
p e r f o r m a n c e — r e i n f o r c e d 
by these companies’ heavy 
investments in R&D.

TDS: What are the major 
challenges or barriers limiting 
the growth and expansion of the 
local cosmetics industry?
RK: The current taxation and 
duty structure in Bangladesh 
poses significant challenges 
for local investors, creating 
an unfavourable business 
environment. Additionally, 
the lack of firm government 
policies to curb imports has led 
to a surge in foreign products 
entering the market, fostering 
unregulated cross-border trade 

and undermining domestic 
industries. The government could 
impose higher supplementary 
duties on all imports to raise 
import barriers and thus create 
a level playing field for local 
entrepreneurs.

TDS: What are your company’s 
current strategic priorities and 

future growth plans in the 
cosmetics sector?
RK: Kohinoor Chemical Co. 
(BD) Ltd. (KCCL) remains 
committed to expanding 
its reach, ensuring our 
products are accessible to 
more households across 

Bangladesh. As part of this 
mission, we are intensifying 

our distribution network to 
cover around 600,000 retail 

outlets, including rural markets, 
while also diversifying into 
new product categories to offer 
consumers greater choice.

TDS: What policy changes or 
government support are needed 
to drive further industry growth?
RK: The cosmetics and toiletries 
industry currently faces 
regulatory uncertainty, with 
no clear decision on whether 
oversight will remain with the 
Bangladesh Standards and 
Testing Institution (BSTI) or 
shift to the Drug Administration 
Authority of Bangladesh. For 
better relevance and compliance, 
retaining the sector under BSTI’s 
supervision is advisable.

Frequent gas and electricity 
shortages severely disrupt 
production and efficiency in 
the industry. To sustain growth, 
uninterrupted power supply 
is essential. Additionally, the 
government’s decision to raise 
gas connection rates by 33% for 
new users discourages existing 
businesses from expanding their 
operational capacity.

Prioritising affordability for 
Bangladeshi consumers 

REZAUL KARIM 
Managing Director 
Kohinoor Chemical 

Co (BD) Ltd. and 
Group Reedisha
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Yet, alongside the glamour and growth, the 
industry also faces challenges that will define 
its future journey.

Malik Mohammed Sayeed, CEO of Square 
Toiletries, shares, “Local brands are the key 
driving force of the growth of the FMCG market 
in Bangladesh. Square Toiletries is a front-
runner in this progress. The FMCG industry is 
ever-changing due to the varied demands of 
consumers and, as brand owners, we hold the 
responsibility to cater to such needs. To meet 
these evolving demands, Square Toiletries 
Limited focuses on 360-degree innovation 
across products, processes, packaging, and 
supply chains.”

“At ACI Consumer Brands, our current 
market focus centres around delivering 
high-quality, innovative, and trustworthy 
products that cater to the everyday needs of 
Bangladeshi households. We operate across 
multiple categories such as personal care, 
home care, baby care, hygiene and wellness 
with a strong commitment to health, safety, 
and environmental sustainability,” says Md. 
Quamrul Hassan, Chief Business Officer, ACI 
Consumer Brands.

According to market insiders, Bangladesh’s 
fast-moving consumer goods (FMCG) market 
is valued at around Tk 50,000 crore annually, 
with toiletries and cosmetics accounting 
for approximately Tk 25,000 crore. The 
market is experiencing a value growth trend 
of about five percent per year. This industry 
employs approximately 20,000 workers — a 
number that continues to grow. Currently, 
multinational and foreign brands account 
for approximately 70 percent of Bangladesh’s 
cosmetics and toiletries market, while local 
brands hold the remaining 30 percent.

Previously, Bangladesh’s premium 
cosmetics market was almost entirely 
dependent on imports. However, local brands 
are now making inroads with their own 
premium offerings, alongside basic cosmetic 
products, aiming to better understand 
and cater to local needs, preferences, and 
price sensitivities. Consumers, in turn, 
are increasingly relying on both local and 
international brands to meet their personal 
care demands.

At present, per capita consumption of 
cosmetics in Bangladesh stands at Tk 2,400 
—lower than that of neighbouring countries. 
Nonetheless, experts predict a rise in spending 
as cosmetics continue to gain popularity 
for both essential use and luxury appeal. 
If navigated carefully, the industry holds 
significant potential for further growth.

Bangladesh’s cosmetics market has yet to 
make a significant mark in exports. However, 
industry insiders believe that with consistent 
and adequate support, the sector holds 
strong potential for entering international 
markets. Some local companies have 
already begun receiving orders from abroad, 
indicating growing interest in Bangladeshi 

cosmetic products.
Remark HB Limited has secured several 

export orders for their colour cosmetics, 
skincare, and medicated skincare products. 
Recently, at an international dermatology 
fair held in Dubai, the company confirmed 
orders worth over USD 2 billion for the Middle 
Eastern and Indian markets.

“Beyond domestic growth, we are actively 
exploring cross-border business opportunities 
to introduce our trusted Bangladeshi brands to 
international markets, further strengthening 
KCCL’s presence beyond national boundaries,” 
says Rezaul Karim, Managing Director at 
Kohinoor Chemical Co (BD) Ltd.

In terms of market size for cosmetics and 
toiletries, urban areas currently account 
for about one-third of total consumption. 
However, this scenario is gradually shifting. 
With rural areas receiving significant inflows 
of remittances, the purchasing power in 
these regions is rising. According to business 
insiders, the rural market holds strong 

potential, prompting companies to develop 
targeted strategies for this growing segment.

While the rural market presents promising 
opportunities, rising costs across the sector 
are simultaneously straining consumer 
purchasing power nationwide. Recent price 
hikes in toiletries and homecare products have 
placed additional pressure on consumers. 
Over the past six months, prices of soaps, 
shampoos, toothpastes, detergents, and toilet 
cleaners have risen by 10–27%, driven largely 
by increased import costs and the devaluation 
of the taka.

In the post-COVID era, economic hardships, 
supply chain disruptions, and persistent 
inflation have constrained consumer spending 
on cosmetics and toiletries. Even so, business 
insiders remain optimistic as the demand 
for essential care products shows signs of 
recovery.

Rezaul Karim, Managing Director at 
Kohinoor Chemical Co (BD) Ltd, shares, 
“Despite various challenges, Kohinoor 

Chemical Co. (BD) Ltd. (KCCL) has consistently 
maintained reasonable product prices, 
prioritising affordability for Bangladeshi 
consumers. Upholding customer satisfaction 
as a core value, we remain committed to 
delivering superior products with strong value 
propositions at accessible price points.”

Innovation is seen as a key factor in 
attracting consumers, with companies 
investing in research and insights to align 
with changing customer behaviour along with 
their product quality and customer trust.

“We continuously innovate to enhance 
product performance, functionality, and 
design, ensuring they meet evolving consumer 
expectations. As a company with a proud 70-
year heritage, KCCL is recognised as one of 
Bangladesh’s most prestigious companies,” 
notes Rezaul Karim.

The cosmetics industry in Bangladesh relies 
heavily on imported raw materials, primarily 
from countries like China, South Korea, 
Thailand, the USA, and various European 

countries. However, rising import costs and 
the ongoing dollar crisis have posed significant 
challenges for companies, making it difficult 
to sustain operations without passing the 
burden of price hikes onto consumers.

“Since the majority of necessary 
components are not made domestically, the 
industry’s significant reliance on imported 
raw materials is one of its main problems. Due 
to this, the industry is extremely subjected to 
changes in the USD exchange rate, which have 
an immediate effect on import prices and 
costs,” notes Md. Quamrul Hassan.

To address these challenges, some 
companies have started exploring local 
alternatives for certain raw materials. However, 
many essential ingredients—such as minerals 
and palm oil, which are key components in 
toiletries—cannot be produced locally due to 
the country’s limited natural resources, aside 
from salt and water. For example, Square has 
begun sourcing aloe vera through contract 
farming in Natore, a northwestern district, to 
extract specific components for its products.

In addition, the cosmetics market grapples 
with several challenges, including the illegal 
entry of products through various channels 
and the widespread circulation of adulterated 
and counterfeit items—both foreign and 
local—which pose serious risks to public 
health. Consumers are often misled by these 
fake products, undermining trust across the 
industry. Business insiders argue that the BSTI 
should implement stricter testing standards 
and conduct regular market inspections 
to ensure product authenticity, thereby 
safeguarding consumers and supporting 
legitimate companies.

“Counterfeit products remain an enduring 
problem in this industry, affecting the entire 
ecosystem. Moreover, fake and low-quality 
products available in the informal grey market 
undermine brand equity and erode consumer 
trust,” mentions Malik Mohammed Sayeed.

“The cosmetics and toiletries industry 
is currently facing regulatory uncertainty, 
with no clear decision on whether oversight 
will remain with BSTI or shift to the Drug 
Administration Authority of Bangladesh,” 
adds Rezaul Karim.

In short, government incentives and 
effective monitoring are crucial to sustaining 
the industry’s growth, maintaining quality 
standards, and building the capacity needed 
for successful export. 

“Compared to neighbouring countries, 
there is less government support for the export 
of cosmetics and personal care products 
from Bangladesh. The cosmetics industry 
in Bangladesh is facing several challenges 
in entering the international market. To 
be competitive in the global market, the 
simplification of the export process and 
government policy support are essential,” 
says Jamal Uddin, General Secretary of the 
Association of Skin Care and Beauty Products 
Manufacturers & Exporters of Bangladesh 
(ASBMEB).

Bangladesh’s Cosmetics Industry on the Rise
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The Daily Star (TDS): Could 
you provide an overview of your 
company’s current position and 
performance in the cosmetics and 
toiletries sector?
Malik Mohammed Sayeed 
(MMS): Square Toiletries Limited 
has been a leading FMCG 
company in Bangladesh since 
1994. Over the years, we have 
earned the trust of millions 
of Bangladeshi consumers 
through consistent quality 
and a strong commitment 
to our customers. Our broad 
range of products spans 
hygiene, hair care, skin care, 
baby care, and home care. 
In many of these categories, 
we lead the market with some 
of the country’s most popular 
brands, such as Meril, Senora, Jui, 
and Maya.

TDS: How would you assess the 
current position and performance 
of local brands?
MMS: Globally, local companies 
are giving international brands 
tough competition. No one 
understands the needs of local 
consumers better than domestic 
manufacturers. For example, 
Senora proudly pioneered 
menstrual hygiene practices in 
Bangladesh, while Sepnil touched 
millions of lives during COVID-19.

Bangladeshi brands have 
evolved significantly over the 
years. They are now competing 
neck-and-neck with international 
brands, and we see this reflected 
in the market. In recent years, 
local brands have contributed 
over 40% to the FMCG market. 
We are leading in many 
categories such as hygiene, sugar 
substitutes, and baby care, and 
are highly competitive in others. 

Additionally, there are categories 
with immense potential for 
local brands. For instance, the 
growing preference for authentic 
natural products is being met by 
homegrown brands like MAYA.

TDS: What are the major 
challenges or barriers limiting the 
growth and expansion of the local 
cosmetics industry?
MMS: Per capita toiletries 
consumption in Bangladesh 
remains very low compared to 
neighbouring economies, which 
presents a huge opportunity 
for local brands. However, some 
significant barriers must be 
addressed.

One major challenge is our 
high dependency on imported 
raw materials. Currently, over 
90% of raw materials are sourced 
from abroad. In an economy where 
the dollar’s value has appreciated 

by around 50% over the last 3–4 
years, this has created serious 
profitability issues. To counter 
this, we are increasingly sourcing 
and extracting quality local raw 
materials, particularly herbs, and 
infusing them into our product 
portfolio.

TDS: What are your company’s 
current strategic priorities and 

future growth plans in the 
cosmetics sector?
MMS: Square Toiletries 
has achieved double-
digit growth over the past 
few years, making strong 

business progress. Through 
effective product innovation 

and consistent quality, we 
are experiencing remarkable 
growth and traction in the soap, 
detergent, and hair oil markets. 
Moving forward, we plan to 
expand our product portfolio 
by infusing more natural 
ingredients, responding to the 
growing consumer demand for 
such products.

TDS: What policy changes or 
government support are needed 
to drive further industry growth?
MMS: To accelerate industry 
growth, targeted policy support 
is essential. Customs duties on 
certain bulk items used in the 
production of essential products 
like soaps, hair oils, and aerosols 
should be reduced. For example, 
reducing customs duty on 
soap noodles from 25% to 5% 
would make these products 
more affordable for 99% of 
Bangladeshis, especially those at 
the grassroots. Similar reductions 
should be considered for raw 
materials like RBD coconut oil 
and pressurised cans.

Local brands
know consumers

best of all
MALIK MOHAMMED 

SAYEED
CEO

Square Toiletries Ltd.
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The Daily Star (TDS): Could 
you provide an overview of 
Bangladesh’s cosmetics and 
toiletries industry?
Jamal Uddin (JU): The annual 
market for cosmetics and skincare 
products in Bangladesh exceeds 
Tk 24,000 crore. Although this 
sector holds significant potential 
for the country, the presence 
of counterfeit and smuggled 
products poses a serious challenge 
to the market for quality goods.

Despite notable growth in 
Bangladesh’s cosmetics and 
skincare industry in recent 
years, there remains a lack of a 
proper regulatory framework 
for import, production, 
and marketing. Compared 
to the guidelines of the 
Central Drugs Standard 
Control Organization 
(CDSCO) in neighbouring 
countries, several important 
regulations and controls are 
absent in Bangladesh. In many 
countries, even at the supplier 
level, manufacturers are required 
to declare whether harmful 
chemicals are being used as raw 
materials in products. However, no 
such system exists in Bangladesh, 
posing a threat to the domestic 
industry.

Furthermore, the existing 
process for product approval 
after production, overseen by 
BSTI, is extremely complex 
and disproportionately more 
burdensome compared to 
imported goods. While a CM 
(Certification Mark) licence 
for imported products can be 
obtained within 3–5 working days, 
it takes a minimum of 38 working 
days—sometimes extending to 44 
to 46 working days—to obtain a CM 
licence for domestically produced 
goods. As a result, imported 
products are marketed easily, 
while domestic manufacturers 
face unequal competition.

TDS: How would you assess the 

current 
position and performance 
of local brands?
JU: Under the import policy, 
only 79 out of the 299 products 
mandated by BSTI for licensing 
require a CM licence for import. 
However, many cosmetic products, 
including those related to skin 
protection, fall outside this 
mandatory list, putting public 
health at risk.

This disparity extends to 
customs duties as well. The Tariff 
Commission has noted that a local 
manufacturer must pay a 10% 
supplementary duty on the unit 
price per piece. This results in a 
much higher duty burden for local 
producers, as the dutiable value of 
domestically produced goods is 
significantly higher than that of 
imported ones. Such disparities 
threaten investment by local 
manufacturers in an increasingly 
competitive market environment.

TDS: What are the major 
challenges or barriers limiting the 
growth and expansion of the local 
cosmetics industry?
JU: The export process for 
cosmetics and personal care 
products from Bangladesh is 
extremely complex and time-
consuming, making it difficult to 
compete in international markets. 
Compared to Bangladesh, 
countries such as India, China, 
and South Korea have far more 
simplified and business-friendly 

export policies and facilities. As 
a result, the global expansion 

of Bangladeshi brands is being 
hindered.

TDS: What types of policy 
revisions or government 
support could help further 

develop the industry?
JU: In Bangladesh, the 

absence of mandatory 
registration and quality control 

systems for cosmetics has led to 
the unregulated establishment 
of substandard and adulterated 
factories, posing serious health 
risks. Warehouses are also set up 
haphazardly, creating further 
safety concerns and opportunities 
for storing unregistered products. 

Moreover, there is no 
requirement for international 
quality standards, such as GMP 
(Good Manufacturing Practices), 
allowing substandard products to 
flood the market. These regulatory 
gaps significantly hinder 
Bangladesh’s ability to compete 
internationally. 

To be globally competitive, 
the cosmetics industry urgently 
needs simplified export processes, 
stronger policy support, and 
adoption of frameworks similar 
to CDSCO and FDA standards. 
Additionally, there are limited 
tax exemptions, subsidies, and 
cash incentives for cosmetic 
exports, leaving Bangladesh far 
behind neighbouring countries in 
government support for industry 
growth.

Regulatory gaps hold back 

global competitiveness

JAMAL UDDIN
General Secretary 

Association 
of Skin Care & 

Beauty Products 
Manufacturers 
& Exporters of 

Bangladesh (ASBMEB)

The Daily Star (TDS): Could 
you provide an overview of your 
company’s current position and 
performance in the cosmetics and 
toiletries sector?
Md. Quamrul Hassan (MQH): Our 
cosmetics and toiletries portfolio 
at ACI is constantly evolving to 
meet the ever-changing needs 
of today’s consumers. We offer a 
wide range of products across 
the personal care, hygiene, 
and skincare segments—
each designed with a strong 
focus on quality, safety, 
and relevance. Within our 
toiletries portfolio, we 
proudly feature trusted 
household names such as 
Savlon—a flagship brand that 
spans multiple categories, 
including handwash, soap, 
liquid antiseptic, and antiseptic 
cream.

Our lineup also includes 
Septex Soap and Handwash, the 
elegant Leona Beauty Soap, and 
Baby Soft—our dedicated baby 
care brand, formulated with the 
gentlest ingredients for delicate 
skin. We also address specific 
consumer needs with herbal 
soaps and handwashes enriched 
with neem, SkinZEN and Savlon 
Men Shower Gel, as well as 
cutting-edge skincare products 
like Angelina Hyaluronic Booster.

TDS: How would you assess the 
current position and performance 
of local brands?
MQH: In Bangladesh’s cosmetics 
and toiletries sector, local brands 
are gaining significant traction. 
While historically dominated by 
global players, the market is now 
witnessing the rise of homegrown 
brands that better understand 
local needs, preferences, and price 
sensitivities.

However, challenges remain—
including limited access to R&D 
facilities, insufficient branding 
expertise, and the scarcity of 
high-quality raw materials. With 
the right support and strategic 

investment, these local 
brands have the potential to 
emerge as strong contenders, 
both within the domestic market 
and on international platforms.

TDS: What are the major 
challenges or barriers limiting the 
growth and expansion of the local 
cosmetics industry?
MQH: Since the majority of 
necessary components are not 
produced domestically, the 
industry’s heavy reliance on 
imported raw materials is a major 
issue. As a result, the industry 
remains highly vulnerable to 
fluctuations in the USD exchange 
rate, which have an immediate 
impact on import prices and 
overall costs.

Additionally, a lack of 
infrastructure, advanced 
technological knowledge, and 
local innovation potential 
hampers product development 
and competitiveness. For the 
industry to grow sustainably and 
prepare for integration into the 
global economy, these obstacles 

must be addressed.

TDS: What are your company’s 
current strategic priorities 
and future growth plans in the 
cosmetics sector?
MQH: Our current cosmetics 
initiatives at ACI are firmly 
anchored in the concepts of 
wellness, health, and enhancing 

consumers’ lifestyles. Our goal 
is to provide safe, skin-friendly, 

and aesthetically pleasing 
products that meet the 
needs of contemporary 
consumers who seek self-
expression and self-care.

Our future plans 
include incorporating more 

natural and functional 
ingredients, expanding into 

derma-cosmetic solutions, 
and strengthening customer 

education through digital 
platforms. We aim to build a 
cosmetics portfolio that not 
only enhances beauty but also 
promotes overall well-being, 
empowering consumers to feel 
good, inside and out.

TDS: What policy changes or 
government support are needed 
to drive further industry growth?
MQH: Policy support is essential 
to unlocking the industry’s full 
potential. Reducing taxes and 
VAT on raw materials, simplifying 
import procedures for quality 
ingredients, and strengthening 
regulatory frameworks for 
product safety would significantly 
accelerate innovation and 
responsible scaling.

Government investment in 
technology-driven education 
could also help nurture a new 
generation of professionals, 
supporting smarter, more 
sustainable industry growth. 
Companies like ACI are well 
positioned to lead the development 
of a more competitive and resilient 
cosmetics industry—provided the 
right support mechanisms are in 
place.

Local brands poised for 
global competition

MD. QUAMRUL 
HASSAN

Chief Business Officer
ACI Consumer Brands



DHAKA MONDAY APRIL 28, 2025
BAISHAKH 15, 1432 BS2025J4 GLOW ECONOMY

AYMAN ANIKA

On a sweltering afternoon in Dhaka, 
your makeup feels like it’s melting 
off by the minute. By the time you 
reach your destination, what was 
once a flawless base is now a blotchy 
mess — oily patches on the T-zone, 
dry flakes around the cheeks, and 
irritation you didn’t see coming. 
Sound familiar? For many, beauty 
routines are often at war with the 
country’s unforgiving climate. With 
heatwaves, humidity and pollution, 
even the best global cosmetic brands 
can backfire if they’re not suited to 
our unique skin needs. 

The key? Choosing cosmetics not 
just by brand or trend, but by your 
skin type, and understanding how 
it reacts to the environment around 
you.

Step 1: Identifying your skin type
Before diving into the cosmetics 
aisle, the first step is to understand 
your skin type. This is important 
because what works for one skin 
type may not work for another. 

Dr Mehran Hossain, an Associate 
Professor and Senior Consultant 
at City Hospital Ltd., shares, “In 
our climate, excessive sweating is 
common, and this leads to a range 
of issues such as irritation, redness, 
and acne. People with different skin 
types must be aware of these factors 
to choose cosmetics that help rather 
than harm their skin.”

Broadly, skin types generally fall 
into five categories. Oily skin is shiny 

and prone to breakouts, especially 
in the T-zone. Dry skin feels 

tight and can become flaky. 
Combination skin is oily in 

some 

areas (like the forehead and nose) 
and dry in others. Sensitive skin 
reacts easily, often showing 
redness or irritation. Normal skin 
is balanced and low-maintenance, 
though it’s quite rare – especially in 
Bangladesh’s harsh climate.

Once you know your skin type, 
it becomes easier to select products 
that address specific needs.

Step 2: Makeup recommendations 
for different skin types
Not all skin is created equal, and in 
Bangladesh’s heat, what you wear 
on your face matters just as much 
as what you wear on your body. The 
wrong makeup can clog your pores, 
dry you out, or leave your face feeling 
like a grease trap by noon. 

If your skin gets shiny and breaks 
out easily, then welcome to the oily 
skin club — and yes, humidity can 
make it worse. For you, less is more, 
and matte is magic. “Heavy, oil-
based products can make oily skin 
worse,” says Dr Hossain. “Instead, 
opt for lightweight, water-based 
foundations and non-comedogenic 
products.” Avoid cream-based 
blushes or anything with too 
much shine. Instead, stick to 
powder formulas and translucent 
blotting powders to keep midday 
greasiness at bay. A primer can 
also be a game-changer.

However, if your skin feels tight, 
dull, or flaky, then you have dry skin. 
Dry skin can be tricky, especially 
when the AC is on full blast or your 
face has taken one too many sun 
hits. For you, hydration is the holy 
grail. Cream-based highlighters and 
blushes will give your skin a dewy 
glow without clinging to dry patches. 
And don’t skip moisturising before 
makeup — it’s not just a skincare 
step, it’s part of your canvas prep.

And if you’re both oily and dry, 
then you have combination skin. 

Generally, combination 
skin often means you’re 

battling 

an oily T-zone and dry cheeks at 
the same time — frustrating, but 
manageable with the right routine. 
Customising your base is key. A 
mattifying primer for your forehead, 
nose, and chin, and a hydrating one 
for your cheeks, will help even things 
out. Stick with powder blushes and 
bronzers — they’ll stay put without 
adding unnecessary weight.

General tips for all skin types
No matter your skin type, the weather 
in Bangladesh has a way of testing 
your skincare game. From sticky 
humidity to searing heatwaves, 
even the most expensive products 
can lose their magic if your routine 
doesn’t account for the climate. This 
is where simple habits can make a 
big difference.

Dr Hossain stresses the 
importance of staying clean and 
sweat-free throughout the day. After 
all, it’s not just makeup that clogs 
pores — sweat and dirt are guilty too. 
“During a heatwave or in our daily 
humid environment, it’s important 
to wipe away sweat regularly with a 
clean towel to prevent irritation,” he 
advises.

That doesn’t mean constantly 
scrubbing your face, though. Gentle 
dabbing with a clean cloth and a 
mid-day rinse with water can help 
refresh your skin without stripping 
it.

And don’t forget the oldest and 
most underrated beauty tip in the 

book: drink water. “Drinking 
plenty of water helps keep 

the skin hydrated from 
the inside out, especially 
in hot and humid 

conditions,” Dr Hossain 
reminds us. 
These small but powerful 

practices support whatever 
cosmetics you use, helping your skin 
stay resilient, calm, and ready for 
that flawless finish.

Match Makeup to Your 

SKIN TYPE
MIFTAHUL JANNAT

In a world increasingly obsessed 
with flawless skin and impeccable 
hygiene, the skincare aisle can 
feel like both a promise and 
a potential minefield. From 
miracle creams and trendy 
serums to hand washes and 
antiseptic bars, not all products 
are created equal—and some 
may be doing more harm than 
good. As consumers, it is crucial 
to distinguish between what 
nurtures your skin and what 
quietly wreaks havoc beneath the 
surface. 

Dr Mehran Hossain, Associate 
Professor and Senior Consultant 
at City Hospital Ltd points out 
the fatality of choosing the 
wrong products. “Many skincare 

products contain steroids and 
heavy metal like mercury 

and lead which can cause 
permanent damage to 

the skin, with long-term 
exposure potentially 
increasing the risk of 
cancer,” he said. 

“Steroids have a 
bleaching property, 
which can leave your 

skin looking temporarily 
shining, however in the 

long term it erodes the 
epidermal layer,” added Dr 

Hossain. When the skin’s top 
layers are eroded over time, it 
can thin out and lose its natural 
cushion, causing veins to appear 
more prominently.

When choosing personal 
care products, it is important 
to consider a few key factors 
to ensure both safety and 
effectiveness. Dermatologists 
generally classify these products 
into two broad categories: over-
the-counter (OTC) products and 
those prescribed for therapeutic 
use. According to experts, it is 
generally safe to use well-reputed 
OTC products such as face 
washes, moisturisers, and other 
personal care items. However, 
always check the ingredient label 
first.

Look for products with 
natural, gentle ingredients 
like aloe vera, chamomile, or 
hyaluronic acid, and avoid harsh 
chemicals such as parabens, 
sulfates, and artificial fragrances, 
which can irritate the skin or 
disrupt the natural skin barrier. 
“By using hydrolysed hyaluronic 
acid infused serum, you 
introduce more hydration to your 

skin. It is a supercharged water 
magnet. The best hyaluronic 
acid serum is fragrance free, 
paraben free, dye free, very 
watery and dermatologist tested,” 
mentioned Dr Tauhida Rahman 
Ereen, Dermatologist at Rejuva 
Wellness.

Water-based serums help 
unclog pores and minimise 
their appearance. Rich in 
antioxidants, they also help fade 
hyperpigmentation and dark 
spots. “We introduced hyaluronic 
acid-infused products, such as 
the Angelina Hyaluronic Booster, 
which delivers intense hydration 
and a radiant glow through a 

formulation designed to be gentle 
on sensitive skin—ideal for adults 
seeking sophisticated yet skin-
friendly solution,“ mentioned Md. 
Quamrul Hassan, Chief Business 
Officer, ACI Consumer Brands.

For sensitive skin, 
hypoallergenic or dermatologist-
tested products are often the 
safest choice. For instance, Siodil 
from Remark HB Ltd. is a doctor-
recommended brand that offers a 
wide range of skincare products 

targeting specific concerns, 
including anti-acne, brightening, 
depigmenting, moisturising, sun 
protection, as well as eye and hair 
care. 

Choosing products according 
to your skin type, and ensuring 
their authenticity, is also crucial. 
“Lack of mandatory registration 
system has led to the  unregulated 
establishment of unregistered, 
substandard, and adulterated 
factories, putting consumer 
health at risk,” highlighted 
Jamal Uddin, General Secretary, 
Association of Skin Care & 
Beauty Products Manufacturers 
& Exporters of Bangladesh 
(ASBMEB). Hence, never skip 
checking whether the product is 
genuine before buying.

For hygiene products like 
hand washes, antiseptic creams, 
or disinfectants, ensure they 
contain active ingredients 
such as alcohol, chlorhexidine 
gluconate, cetrimide for effective 
germ protection, but be mindful 
of their drying effects on the skin. 
If you are using these products 
frequently, opt for those with 
moisturising agents like aelo vera, 
glycerin or vitamin E to prevent 
skin damage and maintain 
hydration.

Regardless of the brand, always 
patch-test a new product before 
fully incorporating it into your 
routine to avoid irritation or 
allergic reactions, and consult 
with a dermatologist if you are 
uncertain about what’s best for 
your skin’s health. Ultimately, 
glowing skin starts from within—
nourish your body with colorful 
vegetables, get quality sleep, and 
embrace a healthy lifestyle to 
keep your skin always radiant.

GLOW OR WOE? 
Navigating Skincare Safety

Look for products 
with natural, gentle 

ingredients like aloe 
vera, chamomile, 

or hyaluronic acid, 
and avoid harsh 

chemicals such as 
parabens, sulfates, 

and artificial 
fragrances, which 

can irritate the 
skin or disrupt the 

natural skin barrier. 
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The BOC Ghat paddy market in Brahmanbaria’s Ashuganj is buzzing with activities as farmers from nearby riverside regions bring boatloads 
of freshly harvested crops for sale. Daily trading volume currently ranges between 80,000 and 100,000 maunds at this major paddy trade 
hub by the Meghna. Meanwhile, farmers are frustrated, saying an increased supply has caused paddy prices to fall by Tk 500 per maund.
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SECOND EDITION

No place to heal
Rape survivors struggle amid a  
lack of mental health support

NILIMA JAHAN

Lamia, a 18-year-old girl and the 
eldest daughter of a July martyr, 
vowed to rebuild her family’s life 
for her grieving mother. Following 
the death of her father, she would 
often say, “We will stand again, 
Ma. I will take care of everything.”

Despite her quiet strength, 
grief lingered as a constant 
presence in their home. Then, 
on March 18, after visiting her 
father’s gravesite, Lamia was 
gang raped by men, who filmed 
the assault and threatened to 
release the footage if she reported 
the crime.

As she struggled to cope with 
the trauma after returning to her 
home in the capital’s Shekhertek, 

the whispers and judgement from 
neighbours turned her home into 
a place of suffocating isolation.

Lamia’s mother, overwhelmed 
by the situation, confided in 
Sabrina Afroz Sabonti, an 
executive member of the July 
Smrity Foundation, who had 
been in contact with the family 

since the death of her father.
Sabonti recalls the mother 

mentioning that once Lamia 
finished her exams, they planned 
to leave the area.

However, Lamia did not wait. 
Before her exams even began, 
she took her own life on Saturday 
night.

Her death by suicide highlights 
the critical lack of mental health 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 

“Without mental support, survivors can 
sink into deep guilt and primal shame, 
which can lead to PTSD or even suicidal 
tendencies.” 

Dr Sunjida Shahriah, a psychotherapist working 
with rape survivors.

Family faces  
double blow
Rape victim laid to 
rest next to her July 
martyr father

SHAHEEN MOLLAH

After the killing of 
her husband, the sole 
breadwinner of the family, 
in last year’s uprising, the 
woman pinned her hopes on 
the eldest daughter. The girl’s 
death, reportedly by suicide 
following the trauma of 
being gang-raped, shattered 
the mother’s new dreams.      

With two young children, 
the woman now wonders 
how the family will survive. 

“Oh my daughter! Where 
have you gone, leaving us 
behind?” the inconsolable 
mother wailed as crying 
relatives tried to soothe 
her at Shaheed Suhrwardy 
Medical College Hospital in 
the early hours yesterday. 
She was losing consciousness 
repeatedly.

Through her sobs, she 
described the tragedy of 
losing her husband as the 
first blow to the family. 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4 

Hasina, 407 
others sued 
over BNP 
man’s killing
36 ex-ministers, 
41 former MPs, 24 
journos among 
accused

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ousted prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina and 407 
others have been sued over 
the killing of BNP activist 
Mahfuz Alam Shraban in 
the capital’s Mirpur during 
the mass uprising last year.

The accused individuals 
include 24 journalists, at 
least 36 former ministers 
and state ministers, more 
than 41 former lawmakers 
of the Awami League 
government, and six 
former advisers to Hasina, 
including her son Sajeeb 
Wazed Joy.

Businessmen of seven 
groups, five former election 
commissioners and former 
Election Commission 
secretary Muhammed 
Sadique, three former top 
officials of Bangladesh 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4 

DEFAULT LOANS

Bank puts 3  
S Alam factories 
up for auction
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Three firms owned by Chattogram-
based S Alam Group are going under the 
hammer for defaulting on around Tk 
2,180 crore loans from the Islami Bank.

They are S Alam Steel Mills, S 
Alam Power Generation, and S Alam 
Vegetable Oil Industries, according to 
a notice published in local newspaper 
Dainik Purbokone by the bank’s 
Khatunganj Corporate Branch in the 
port city yesterday.

To recover the dues, the bank has 
invited bids from interested buyers for 
the mortgaged properties under section 
12(3) of the Money Loan Court Act 2003.

The notice says that the auctioned 
assets cover approximately 1,149 
decimals of land.

It has held 15 individuals, including 
S Alam Group Chairman Mohammed 
Saiful Alam, responsible for the 
defaulted loans.

Others include Alam Cold Rolled 
Steels Ltd’s Chairman Abdus Samad, 
Managing Director Osman Gani, 

SEE PAGE 8 COL 1 

1,535 out of 4,575 UP chairmen 
absent from work 

Panel chairmen working in 885 
unions 

Administrators appointed in 650 
unions

245 chairmen suspended till 
January

Source: LGRD ministry officials 

UP CHAIRMEN’S ABSENCE

People suffer 
amid service 
disruptions

HELEMUL ALAM and BAHARAM KHAN

Many union parishads across the country are still 
struggling to provide essential services as the chairmen 
of the local government bodies either went into hiding or 
were arrested in the aftermath of the July mass uprising.

Though the government has appointed administrators 
to fill the leadership void, there have been complaints of 
delays in getting birth and succession certificates that 
require approval from UP chairmen.

The situation worsened after the launch of “Operation 
Devil Hunt” in early February when several UP chairmen 
were arrested over alleged links to criminal activities, 
prompting many others to go into hiding.

Out of 4,575 UP chairmen across the country, at 
least 1,535 remain absent from work. Panel chairmen 
are handling the responsibilities of UP chairmen in 885 
unions, while administrators have been appointed in 650 
unions, according to officials at the LGRD ministry.

Moreover, 245 chairmen and 335 members were 
suspended till January, they said.

Besides running the government’s social safety net 
programmes and village courts, implementing rural 
development projects, and ensuring law and order, 
union parishads issue birth, death, character and citizen 
certificates, among other services.    

Talking to this newspaper, residents, officials and UP 
members in several districts said the absence of elected 
representatives caused disruptions to services.

They said many of the administrators are unfamiliar 

with the people and infrastructure in their new places of 
deployment and are often burdened with additional work.

Besides, some panel chairmen, picked from among UP 
members to perform the duties of UP chairmen in their 
absence, are finding it hard to play their new role due to a 
lack of leadership experience.

In Chattogram, 134 out of 191 UP chairmen remain 
absent from office. Now, 46 UPs are managed by upazila 
nirbahi officers (UNOs), 39 by assistant commissioners of 
land, and 49 by panel chairmen.

Scores of service seekers in these unions said they had 
faced difficulties in obtaining documents from UP offices.

Recounting her ordeal, Rumana Akter, a resident 
of Ward-1 in Barahatia Union, said, “I had to visit the 
parishad office multiple times to get my daughter’s birth 
certificate. I was told that UP Chairman Bijoy Kumar, an 
Awami League leader, remains absent. It took 15 days and 
a lot of hassle to get the certificate.”

Milton Chowdhury, secretary of Popadia union parishad, 
said, “Our chairman, SM Jasim Uddin Chowdhury, has not 
come to office since August 5. For his approval, we have to 
send documents to the port city where he is staying now. 
What used to take a day now takes two or three.”

Out of the 146 UP chairmen in Mymensingh, 77 are 
absent, with government officials or panel chairmen 
filling their positions, said district administration sources.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 

CONFLICT-TORN RAKHINE

Dhaka agrees to aid 
corridor, but with 
conditions: Touhid

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka agrees in principle with the UN proposal for a humanitarian 
corridor to Myanmar’s Rakhine State, but certain conditions must be met 
for its implementation, said Foreign Adviser Touhid Hossain yesterday.

Talks over the corridor intensified after UN chief Antonio Guterres, 
during his 4-day Bangladesh visit last month, said that he discussed with 
authorities the option of 
sending humanitarian 
aid into Myanmar via 
Bangladesh.

Guterres said such a 
move will help Rohingya 
repatriation to Rakhine. 
However, he admitted 
it would require the 
“authorisation and the 
cooperation of the parties 
to the conflict”.

Yesterday, Touhid, 
while interacting with 
reporters at the foreign ministry, did not elaborate on the conditions, but 
a diplomatic source said a major one is to ensure a conducive environment 
for Rohingya repatriation.

Foreign adviser urges 
talks to ease Indo-Pak 
tensions

‘Bangladeshis’ 
arrested in India will 
be repatriated after 
verification 

SEE PAGE 8 COL 3  

Polls no later 
than June 2026

Yunus tells Al Jazeera
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus has said that next 
national polls will be held within June 2026.

In an interview with Al Jazeera, he also said the timeline 
will depend on how many reforms all agree or disagree on.

If the consensus is on a larger number of reforms, then 
it will take longer. “If we can focus on a smaller version of 
the [reform] implementation, then we will have an early 
election in December,” he said in the interview that was 
aired yesterday.

“However, if the process takes longer, we go up to June, 
but we will not go beyond June,” he added.

Yunus promised that the next election will be best ever 
election in the country’s history.

Asked if the Awami League will be allowed to take part 
in the polls, Yunus said, “We don’t know yet, they [AL] 
have not declared anything.”

He said once the declaration comes, then the matter of the 
response from the Election Commission and other factors will 
arise. Then there are other parties who may say that under this 
law they cannot participate and so on, he added.

“They’re not saying let the 
interim government go, have 
the election today… We have 
not faced any such problem 
of people saying that ‘hand 

it [power] over as soon as 
possible’.”

PROF MUHAMMAD YUNUS 

SEE PAGE 5 COL 4 
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This aircraft being loaded with goods for export departed for Spain last night, inaugurating cargo flight services from the Osmani 
International Airport in Sylhet. PHOTO: COLLECTED

No place to heal
FROM PAGE 1

support for rape survivors in Bangladesh.
Last June, a schoolgirl from 

Patuakhali’s Galachipa upazila died after 
a suicide attempt just a week after she was 
raped by a stalker. Overcome with shame 
and guilt, she tried to hang herself and, 
despite being rescued, died in hospital 
days later.

Similarly, in 2017, a female constable 
in Mymensingh set herself on fire after 
her complaint of being raped by a sub-
inspector was ignored.

Between January 2020 and March 
2025, Bangladesh recorded 5,104 reported 
rape cases, with three out of every five 
survivors being children.

During this period, 44 females, 
including 33 children, died by suicide 
following rape. An additional 49 such 
deaths were linked to sexual harassment, 
reports Ain O Salish Kendra.

Behind these numbers are survivors 
whose lives are forever shaped by trauma, 
like Helen*.

A 2016 rape survivor, Helen was 
recently diagnosed with post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD). She left her 
hometown to escape stigma, taking 
up a low-paying job at a microcredit 
organisation in a remote district, despite 
her qualifications for better positions.

“During holidays, my colleagues visit 
their families, but I have no one to go to.”

She also faces frequent questions 
about marriage. “When I say I’m single, 
many don’t believe me. Some even bring 
marriage proposals, but I’m too afraid to 
trust anyone.

“I live in constant fear. If my employer 
finds out [about my rape], I could lose my 
job. The fear doesn’t leave me, even in my 
sleep.”

Helen’s experience is far from unique, 
and mental health professionals stress 

the urgent need for accessible counselling 
services.

Dr Sunjida Shahriah, a psychotherapist 
working with rape survivors, emphasised 
the importance of counselling for 
maintaining a survivor’s sanity.

“Without mental support, survivors 
can sink into deep guilt and primal 
shame, which can lead to PTSD or even 
suicidal tendencies,” she explained.

“Recognising suicidal tendencies is 
challenging, particularly when individuals 
mask their feelings. Survivors may feel 
‘ruined’ and worthless, wishing to erase 
themselves from the world.”

Dr Shahriah further highlighted that 
victim blaming and social stigma only 
worsen the trauma for survivors. “Support 
systems need to be promoted and made 
accessible 24/7, especially during critical 
times when people are at their most 
vulnerable.”

Despite the essential role of state 
support, significant challenges remain.

The National Trauma Counselling 
Centre (NTCC) and Regional Trauma 
Counselling Centres (RTCCs) were 
established by the Ministry of Women 
and Children Affairs (MoWCA) in 2009 
under the Multi-Sectoral Programme 
on Violence Against Women. However, 
they face severe funding and manpower 
shortages.

Of the 22 sanctioned clinical 
psychologist positions at NTCC and 
RTCCs, only six are filled. Survivors in 
many areas can access help only through 
phone counselling, said Ismat Jahan, 
clinical psychologist and head of NTCC.

“After Covid-19, the project [NTCC] 
faced a funding crisis, which forced us 
to shut down our counselor training 
programmes, through which we used to 
train a pool of counselors. Now, we do very 
little publicity, promotion or advertising 

-- we’re simply trying to keep the service 
running.”

Since its inception, the NTCC has 
served 7,516 clients, including 2,249 
children. Meanwhile, RTCCs, established 
in the one-stop crisis centres of eight 
divisional medical college hospitals, 
have served 27,982 victims of violence, 
including 9,400 children. They mainly 
receive referrals from NGOs, hospitals, 
and schools.

Of the eight RTCCs, only three -- in 
Dhaka, Chattogram and Rangpur -- are 
functional. Moreover, in divisions where 
there is no RTCC, survivors usually have to 
receive counseling over phone. 

However, none of these centres track 
data specifically on rape survivors.

Meanwhile, the 24/7 National Helpline 
Centre (109), launched in 2012, has 
provided counselling to 17,776 victims of 
violence.

At Dhaka Medical College Hospital’s 
One-Stop Crisis Centre, medical officer Dr 
Tayeba Sultana explained that continued 
counselling is offered only when survivors 
or psychologists feel it is necessary.

“Not everyone needs long-term 
support. Those with severe trauma receive 
our contact and can return if needed.”

Fauzia Moslem, president of 
Bangladesh Mahila Parishad, noted that 
recognising rape as a criminal offence 
took years of activism, as society often 
blamed victims.

“Rape can destroy a woman’s life. 
Rebuilding survivors’ mental strength is 
crucial,” she said, adding, “Counsellors 
also need counselling and specialised 
training.”

Moslem also criticised project-based 
interventions: “While many initiatives 
exist, most are project-based. Once a 
project ends, the focus fades. This practice 
must change.”

Hasina, 407 others sued over BNP man’s killing
FROM PAGE 1

Bank, Supreme Court lawyers, doctors, 
and Awami League leaders are among the 
rest of the accused.

Former inspectors general of police 
Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun, 
AKM Shahidul Hoque, Benazir Ahmed, 
Mohammad Javed Patwary, Hassan 
Mahmood Khander and Nur Mohammad 
are among at least 77 police personnel 
included as accused.

The ministers and state ministers 
include Obaidul Quader, Asaduzzaman 
Khan, Jahangir Kabir Nanok, Qamrul 
Islam, Anisul Huq, Muhammad Faruk 
Khan, Saber Hossain Chowdhury, 
Shajahan Khan, Zahid Maleque, 
Hasan Mahmud, Mohibul Hassan 
Chowdhoury, Saifuzzaman Chowdhury, 
Abdur Rahman, Muhammad Abdur 
Razzaque, Sadhan Chandra Majumder, 
AHM Mustafa Kamal, Mofazzal Hossain 
Chowdhury Maya, Md Tazul Islam, 

Mohammad Ali Arafat, Nasrul Hamid, 
Zunaid Ahmed Palak, AKM Enamul 
Hoque Shameem, Khalid Mahmud 
Chowdhury and Kamal Ahmed 
Mojumder.

Four former mayors of Dhaka and 
Rajshahi city corporations, including 
Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh and AHM 
Khairuzzaman Liton, have also been 
named in the case.

Actor Iresh Zaker has also been 
named as accused number 157 in the case 
document.

The victim’s brother, Mostafizur 
Rahman Bappy, filed the murder 
case with the court in March. Mirpur 
police registered the case as the First 
Information Report (FIR) on April 20 as 
per the court’s direction.

In the case statement, the complainant 
said that Shraban, 21, a BNP activist and 
employee of Renata Limited, frequently 
participated in the protests after the anti-
discrimination student movement had 

begun in July last year.
“On August 5, around 2:30pm, as a 

student-public procession was moving 
peacefully between Mirpur Shopping 
Complex and Mirpur Model Police 
Station, the accused, along with about 
500 of their party activists, suddenly 
attacked with the intent to kill, following 
instructions from the leadership. They 
launched sound grenades, tear gas, 
rubber bullets, rifle and pistol fire, and 
detonated cocktails and hand bombs to 
spread terror.”

He further mentioned, “During the 
indiscriminate firing by the accused, my 
brother was shot on the left side of his 
chest, with the bullet exiting through 
his right waist. Critically wounded, he 
collapsed in front of the main gate of 
Mirpur Model Police Station. Many others 
were also shot. Fellow protesters rushed 
my brother to a nearby hospital in Mirpur 
by rickshaw, where doctors declared him 
dead.”

Family faces  double blow
FROM PAGE 1

The man, who worked as a driver for a 
private company, was shot by police in 
Dhaka on July 23 last year during the 
uprising. He succumbed to his injuries 
two days later at the same hospital where 
his daughter was declared dead.

“My husband’s death was a blow to us. 
We were worried about how would we 
survive with three children? Now, it’s a 
double blow,” the woman said. 

After the man’s death, the family 
received support from different sources, 
including political parties, the July 
Shaheed Smrity Foundation and the 
company where the man worked.

They had promised that her eldest 
daughter would be given a job after 
completing her Higher Secondary 
Certificate (HSC) examinations.

The dream was shattered as the family 
found the girl hanging from the ceiling 
fan of her room at their house in Adabor’s 
Shekhertek on Saturday night. 

“I used to tell her to study hard so that 
she could take care of the family,” the 
mother said. “Now, everything is ruined!”

The girl’s body was handed over to 
the family yesterday after an autopsy at 
Shaheed Suhrawardy Medical College 
morgue. An unnatural death case was 
filed with Adabor Police Station in this 
regard.

She was buried yesterday beside her 
father’s grave in Patuakhali’s Dumki 
upazila.

The family said that she used to live 
with her grandparents in Dumki and was 
preparing for her HSC examinations.

In the evening of March 18, she was 
allegedly gang-raped near the Munshibari 
area of Dumki while returning to her 
grandparents’ house after visiting her 
father’s grave, according to the statement 
of a case filed over the incident with the 
local police station. 

Suspects Sakib Munshi, 19, and 
Sifat Munshi, 20, forcibly took her to a 
secluded area and raped her in turns. The 
suspects also allegedly took photos of the 
victim and threatened to spread them 
online if she reported the incident, added 
the case statement.

Police later arrested the two suspects, 

and they were in jail, the girl’s uncle told 
this newspaper yesterday. 

The girl, however, was worried whether 
they would secure bail, the uncle said. 

“She was strong even after the rape. 
She filed the case herself and sought 
justice,” he said. “But gradually, she was 
breaking inside. Lately, she had been 
deeply traumatised, worrying whether 
she would ever see justice, or whether the 
accused would be released on bail.”

According to him, she returned to her 
house in the Shekhertek area of Adabor 
in Dhaka from Patuakhali for treatment 
three days ago.

He said, “She began suffering from 
headaches and neurological problems. 
That’s why she came to Dhaka for 
treatment.

“She was meant to return to the village 
with us alive. Instead, we are carrying her 
body on our shoulders,” the uncle said, 
demanding exemplary punishment for 
the perpetrators.

“We want the maximum penalty for 
them, so that no one dares to commit 
such a crime again.”

Exiled poet Daud Haider no more
FROM PAGE 12

On December 12, Daud Haider collapsed 
on the stairs of his home in Berlin. He was 
hospitalised following the injury and had 
been under intensive care for many days.

Later, he was diagnosed with colon 
cancer. However, his physical condition 
was too fragile for chemotherapy, so 
alternative treatment was ongoing. 
Additionally, he had multiple age-related 
complications. He passed away while 
under treatment, said the poet’s younger 
brother Zahid Haider.

Poet’s niece Shaonti Haider, an 
associate professor at Dhaka University’s 
mass communication and journalism 
department, said her uncle’s body would 

be kept in a mortuary. He will be buried 
in Germany, but the date is yet to be fixed.

Following Bangladesh’s independence, 
Daud became the first litterateur to be 
exiled due to his writings. He was exile in 
1974 to India and he moved to Germany 
in 1987. 

His poem “Kalo Shurjer Kalo Jyosnai 
Kalo Bonnyai” was published in the 
Dainik Sangbad in February 1974. He 
was then accused in a case over “hurting 
religious sentiments”. A protest broke out 
and police arrested him in March that 
year.

The poet was eventually released 
on May 20 that year, but in absence 
of security, he was sent to India. With 

the assistance of Nobel Prize-winning 
German writer Günter Grass, he flew to 
Germany in 1987. Since then, he had been 
residing in Berlin.

Daud, a bachelor, left behind three 
brothers, four sisters, and a host of relatives 
and admirers to mourn his death.

He was born on February 21, 1952, in 
Pabna. Some of his famous works are 
Janmo-i Amar Ajanmo Pap, Sampanna 
Manush Ami Noi, Narokiya Bhuboner 
Kobita, Je deshe Sobai Andho, Dhushor 
Ghodhuli Dhulimoy, Ami Bhalo asi, 
Tumi?

Daud also wrote children’s book Babui 
Pakhi, autobiography Illin Jhillin, and 
satire tilted Bilomboer Deri Holo Keno.  

Truck runs over, 
kills SSC examinee 
in Uttara
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An SSC examinee was run over by a truck 
in Uttara yesterday, shortly after he came 
out of the examination centre.

Nayeem, 17, was crossing the road near 
Azampur BNS Centre around 1:30pm 
when a truck hit him, said OC Shamim 
Ahmed of Uttara East Police Station.

Nayeem’s classmate Pallab Kumar 
Shil said they were Uttara High School 
students and were sitting for the SSC 
exams this year. Their exam centre was at 
Uttara Rajuk School and College. 

Nayeem, a commerce student, had 
appeared for his Finance and Banking 
exam earlier in the day.

“We first took Nayeem to a private 
hospital and later to DMCH, where he was 
declared dead around 3:15pm,” he added.

The OC said locals seized the truck 
but the driver fled. Inspector Md Faruk, 
in-charge of the DMCH police camp, said 
the body was kept at the morgue.

FAILURE TO SEND 17,777 WORKERS TO KL

Recruiting agencies to blame
Expat ministry tells HC; workers’ frustrations grow

MD ABBAS

The Ministry of Expatriates’ Welfare and 
Overseas Employment has told the High Court 
that recruiting agencies are responsible for the 
failure to send 17,777 Bangladeshi workers to 
Malaysia.

During yesterday’s hearing, the HC sought 
details from the government regarding the 
action taken against the agencies involved. 

It also enquired whether the affected 
workers had been refunded and whether there 
had been any progress in resolving the issue.

The court directed the expatriates’ 
welfare ministry secretary and other relevant 
authorities to submit a report by August 27. 
The bench of Justice Fahmida Quader and 
Justice Mubina Asaf passed the order.

On June 24 last year, the HC issued a rule 
asking why the authorities’ negligence and 
inaction, which put burden on the affected 
workers, should not be declared illegal. 

It also asked why the workers should not be 
refunded their money with interest.

Lawyers Md Tanvir Ahmed and Biplob 
Kumar Poddar represented the petitioners 
during yesterday’s hearing.

Earlier in January, Prof Asif Nazrul, adviser 
to expatriates’ welfare ministry, assured the 
workers on several occasions that they would 
be sent to Malaysia in phases, starting in March 
or early April. Following the assurances, the 
workers suspended their several-month-long 
protest on February 22.

However, their frustration is now growing. 
They could not leave the country before 

deadline imposed by Malaysia despite securing 
visas and clearances from the Bureau of 
Manpower, Employment, and Training after 
paying hefty sums to recruiting agencies.

The situation was triggered by a shortage of 
airline tickets, their overpricing and “negligence 
of the recruiting agencies” ahead of the May 31 
deadline last year. 

In some cases, workers who had tickets 
were unable to travel because the Malaysian 
government blacklisted the companies that 
had hired them.

“I have given the money after taking loans 
at high interest rates. Every month, I’m paying 
that interest,” said Alamgir Hossain from 
Narsingdi, who along with his cousins Rakib 
Miah and Md Bashedur, paid two recruiting 
agencies Tk 10 lakh. 

The aggrieved workers warned that if their 
demands were not met, they would launch 
tougher protests from May 18.

Asked, Neyamat Ullah Bhuiyan, senior 
secretary to the of expatriates’ welfare ministry, 
said, “Nothing will be effective unless the 
Malaysian labour market opens again.

“We held a joint working group meeting 
with the Malaysian government last year. We 
have another meeting scheduled for mid-May,” 
he said and hopes that a solution might come 
from that meeting.

City

Maiden cargo 
flight departs 
Sylhet airport

RASHIDUL HASAN and SHIMUL NAZRUL

Sylhet’s Osmani International Airport sent off its first-
ever cargo flight to Spain last night, becoming the second 
airport in the country, after Dhaka, to currently offer 
freighter services.

A chartered Airbus A330-300 freighter of Galistair 
Aviation carrying around 60 tonnes of readymade 
garments intended for Inditex, a Spanish multinational 
clothing company and the world’s largest fast fashion 
group, departed for its European destination at 8:00pm.

The consignment also included RMG goods exported 
by MGH Group.

Biman provided cargo and ground-handling services 
for this maiden flight.

Civil Aviation and Commerce Adviser Sk Bashir 
Uddin inaugurated the flight, alongside Bangladesh’s 
Ambassador to Mexico 
M Mushfiqul Fazal 
Ansarey and Civil 
Aviation and Tourism 
Secretary Nasreen 
Jahan.

This is a historic 
moment as Sylhet 
becomes operational 
for cargo flights, Sk 
Bashir Uddin told the inaugural ceremony.

Earlier, Civil Aviation Authority of Bangladesh (CAAB) 
Chairman Air Vice Marshal Md Monjur Kabir Bhuiyan 
said that explosive detection systems, X-ray scanners, 
and additional security arrangements had been installed 
to meet international freight handling standards at the 
Sylhet airport.

Authorities have decided to operate two cargo flights 
per week initially and urged businesses to avail themselves 
of this facility so that the number of flights could soon be 
increased.

This move to launch cargo flight services at Sylhet 
airport is part of a race to expand air cargo capacity after 
India suspended transshipment facilities it had previously 
provided to Bangladesh earlier this month, upending a 
logistics route for garment exporters.

The decision, announced without warning on April 8, 
cut off a vital land-air corridor that allowed Bangladeshi 
goods to move overland to Kolkata and Delhi airports and 
onwards to global markets. The disruption has forced 
Dhaka to fast-track efforts to diversify export channels 
and reduce dependence on India.

To that end, the Civil Aviation Authority of Bangladesh 
(CAAB) is also actively working to resume cargo flight 
services at Chattogram’s Shah Amanat International 
Airport, which have remained dormant since 2022.

China Eastern Airlines, a major Chinese carrier which 
operates an extensive network with 1,031 routes and 
serves 223 destinations worldwide, has expressed interest 
in operating cargo flights via the airport, Md Ibrahim 

60 tonnes of RMG goods 
on the way to Spain

Ctg airport to resume 
freight flights soon

SEE PAGE 8 COL 4 

Ask Interpol to 
issue arrest warrant 
against Putul
Dhaka court orders 
authorities

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court 
yesterday ordered 
authorities to take 
steps to get an arrest 
warrant issued through 
Interpol against Saima 
Wazed Putul, daughter 
of ousted prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina, in connection 
with charges of irregularities in plot 
allocation in Purbachal New Town.

Judge Md Zakir Hossain of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Senior Special Judge’s 
Court passed the order following an 
application by the Anti-Corruption 
Commission, said its Public Relations 
Officer Md Aktarul Islam.

On April 10, the same court issued 
arrest warrants against 18 people, 
including Hasina and Putul, after 
accepting the charges against them 
over the plot allocation irregularities.

The court, on that day, directed 
officers-in-charge of over a dozen 
police stations in Dhaka and other 
parts of the country to submit 
progress reports on the execution of 
the arrest warrants by May 4.

SEE PAGE 8 COL 6  

People suffer amid service disruptions
FROM PAGE 1

Ebadul Haque, a resident of Char Sirta 
union, said he had to wait for 10 days 
to get a succession certificate. Rokon 
Hossain from the same union shared a 
similar experience.

Seeking anonymity, a UP secretary in 
Gouripur upazila said panel chairmen 
often struggle to run parishads due to 
a lack of leadership experience. In the 
unions where administrators have taken 
charge, service delivery has slowed down 
because they are burdened with too 
many tasks.

A UP member in the same upazila 
said many documents are pending, as 
the administrator usually visits the office 
twice a week.

In Rajshahi, 41 out of 72 UP chairmen 
are absent with 24 panel chairmen and 17 
administrators playing their roles.

Parvez Rayhan, director of Local 
Government in Rajshahi Division, said, 
“Those who remained absent since 
August 5 without taking leave have been 
replaced by administrators.”

In Sylhet, 18 of the 105 UP chairmen 
remain absent, with panel chairmen 

and administrators managing parishad 
activities.

Talking to this newspaper last week, 
Talukder A Hossain, a resident of 
Dargapasha Union, said, “Our chairman 
has been absent for months … I applied 
for a succession certificate over a month 
ago. I finally got it a couple of days back.”

At least 17 of the 88 union parishads 
in Barisal are running without chairmen.

Acting chairman of Charbaria union 
parishad Md Al Mamun said beneficiary 
lists for VGF and VGD programmes have 
not been updated, causing delays in 
providing support to new recipients.

Contacted, LGRD Adviser Asif 
Mahmud Shojib Bhuiyan said, “In the 
unions where UP chairmen have been 
suspended or absent, government 
officials are carrying out administrative 
duties. This arrangement will continue 
for the time being.”

The government refrained from 
removing any UP chairmen (elected 
between 2021 and 2022 during the 
Awami League government’s tenure), 
considering the potential sufferings this 
could cause to people, he told The Daily 

Star on April 17.
Earlier at the DC Conference on February 

18, Asif said, “In the absence of elected 
representatives, government officers are 
forced to multitask, making it difficult 
for them to provide services properly.

“No matter how diligently government 
officers work, it is nearly impossible 
for them to fully manage a ward’s 
responsibilities. They don’t know the 
people there, nor are they familiar with 
the area’s infrastructure.”

Asked, Rezaul Maksud Jahedi, 
secretary of the Local Government 
Division, said, “The absence of chairmen in 
different unions caused some temporary 
problems but the local administration 
is resolving them through alternative 
measures … Administrators have already 
been appointed in many UPs.”

He further said the development of 
an app for birth registration is nearing 
completion. It’ll allow citizens to submit 
applications by following a few simple 
steps on mobile phones.

[Our correspondents in Chattogram, 
Mymensingh, Rajshahi, Barishal and 
Sylhet contributed to the report]
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HC issues rule to 
curb air pollution
UNB, Dhaka

The High Court yesterday issued a rule 
asking the government to explain as to why 
the authorities concerned should not be 
directed to take necessary steps to curb air 
pollution in Dhaka.

The HC bench of Justice Kazi Zinat 
Hoque and Justice Aynun Nahar Siddiqua 
issued the rule.

Secretary to the environment ministry, 
director general of DoE and CEOs of Dhaka 
south and north city corporations have 
been made respondent to the rule, which is 
returnable in four weeks.

Manir Uddin, a Supreme Court lawyer, 
sent a letter to the DoE DG seeking steps to 
take effective measures to curb air pollution 
in Dhaka.

AUGUST 21 ATTACK

SC to hear state 
appeals on May 4
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court will hear on May 4 the 
leave to appeal petitions filed by the state 
challenging the High Court verdict that 
acquitted BNP Acting Chairman Tarique 
Rahman, former state minister Lutfozzaman 
Babar and all others earlier convicted in two 
cases over the August 21 grenade attack in 
2004.

A six-member bench of the SC, headed by 
Md Ashfaqul Islam, fixed the date.

On December 1 last year, the HC acquitted 
Tarique, Babar and others convicted in the 
two cases. The state then filed two separate 
petitions with the SC challenging the HC 
verdict.

MAGURA RAPE

Court starts 
hearing witness 
testimonies
STAR REPORT

A Magura court yesterday started hearing 
testimonies of the witnesses in a case filed over 
the rape and murder of a child in Magura.

All the four accused -- Hitu Sheikh, 
father-in-law of the victim’s sister; his wife, 
Jaheda Begum; their son and the victim’s 
brother-in-law, Sajib Sheikh; and Sajib’s 
brother, Ratul Sheikh -- were produced 
before the court amid tight security.

Judge M Zahid Hasan of the Woman and 
Child Repression Prevention Tribunal fixed 
today for the next hearing in the case.

The court recorded depositions of two 
witnesses, reports UNB.

The eight-year-old girl died at Combined 
Military Hospital in Dhaka on March 13, 
seven days after being raped.

Jamaat seeks EU 
assistance for CCTV 
at polling centres
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami yesterday 
sought the European Union’s assistance 
in installing CCTV cameras at every 
polling centre for the upcoming national 
elections.

The party also informed the EU about 
its position on maintaining a balance 
of power between the president and the 
prime minister, and ensuring that no 
individual can serve as the PM for more 
than two terms.

Jamaat Ameer Dr Shafiqur Rahman 
conveyed these issues during a courtesy 
meeting with EU Ambassador Michael 
Miller at the party’s central office. 

Asked, Jamaat Assistant Secretary 
General Ehsanul Mahbub Zubair, who 
was present at the meeting, said the party 
had sought EU assistance regarding 
installation of CCTV cameras at each 
polling centres in the 13th parliamentary 
polls. 

“The EU team wanted to know about 
our position about the timing of the 
national polls. We have informed them 
that we want polls after completing 
necessary reforms,” he added.

Following the meeting, Jamaat’s 
Nayeb-e-Ameer and former MP Dr Syed 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

6-POINT DEMAND

Students of 
polytechnic instt 
resume protests
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Polytechnic students staged fresh 
demonstrations across the country 
yesterday, demanding urgent action on their 
six-point demand for reforms in technical 
education.

In Dhaka, students of Dhaka Polytechnic 
Institute brought out a procession in the 
Tejgaon area in the morning, moving through 
nearby roads before returning to the campus.

At the programme, Mashfik Islam, a 
movement representative, said similar 
protests were held across different regions 
without causing public inconvenience. 

In a press release issued last night, 
students announced that protest 
processions would continue at polytechnic 
institutes nationwide.

Meanwhile, students of Rajshahi 
Polytechnic Institute continued their 
protest for the seventh consecutive day by 
locking the administrative building.

Salman Ahmed Tushar, a protester, 
said administrative buildings across all 
polytechnic institutes in Rajshahi remained 
locked and demonstrations would continue 
until demands were met. 

Students of Rajshahi Mohila Polytechnic 
Institute and the Government Survey 
Institute also joined the protest.

Rajshahi Polytechnic Institute Principal 
SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

Vast stretches of bright red chillies, freshly harvested and laid out to dry, create carpet-like scenes across villages in Thakurgaon Sadar 
upazila. Farmers use every available open space, from homestead yards to fallow fields, to sun-dry their produce. However, after weeks of 
drought-like conditions, sudden untimely rain and hailstorms have damaged crops in several areas, raising fears of reduced yields this season. 
The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: MD QUAMRUL ISLAM RUBAIYAT

Hajj flights set to 
begin tomorrow
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Hajj flights from Bangladesh will begin 
early tomorrow, with the maiden flight 
of Saudia carrying around 420 pilgrims 
scheduled to depart from Dhaka Airport 
at approximately 2:15am on Tuesday.

Another hajj flight of Biman 
Bangladesh Airlines, carrying the same 
number of pilgrims, is set to leave Dhaka 
airport around 3:00am the same day, 
said Farid Ahmed Majumder, president of 
Hajj Agencies Association of Bangladesh.

This year, 454 hajj flights will be 
operated to facilitate the travel of 
pilgrims, including 234 pre-hajj flights 
and 220 return flights.

According to the Ministry of Religious 
Affairs, 87,100 pilgrims have registered 
for hajj from Bangladesh this year. Of 
them, 5,200 will perform hajj under 
government management, while 81,900 
through private hajj agencies.

Biman will carry half of the total 
pilgrims, while Saudia and Flynas, two 
national flag carriers of Saudi Arabia, will 
transport the rest. Biman General Manager 
(Public Relations) Bushra Islam said this 
year, hajj flights will be operated from 
Dhaka, Chattogram, and Sylhet airports.

From Chattogram, 17 pre-hajj flights 
and nine return flights will be operated. 
Similarly, from Sylhet, there will be five 
pre-hajj flights and eight return flights.

Government job seekers blocked Shahbagh intersection around 6:30pm yesterday as part of their ongoing protest, demanding reform of 
the Public Service Commission. The blockade severely disrupted traffic in the area for more than two hours, causing significant suffering to 
commuters. PHOTO: STAR

2nd Edition

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

To avoid legal challenges to 
constitutional reforms, two Ganatantra 
Mancha allies -- Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal 
(JSD) and Ganosamhati Andolon -- have 
demanded that the next election be held 
to form a constituent assembly.

They argued that if fundamental 
reforms are approved by 
the people, courts would 
uphold them, instead of 
challenging them.

Both parties also 
endorsed key proposals 
of the Constitutional 
Reform Commission, 
including establishing a 
National Constitutional 
Council, limiting a 
prime minister to two 
terms, and forming a 
bicameral parliament.

The demands were 
raised yesterday during 
separate dialogues with the National 
Consensus Commission (NCC).

Ganosamhati Andolon, led by Chief 
Coordinator Zonayed Saki, participated 
in the first dialogue from 10:00am to 
1:30pm with a 10-member delegation. 

Later, JSD’s eight-member 
delegation, led by General Secretary 
Shahiduddin Mahmud Swapan, 

attended a separate session from 
3:00pm to 6:00pm.

Explaining the need for a constituent 
assembly, Saki said through elections 
for a constituent assembly, people grant 
a parliament the authority to draft or 
amend a constitution.

Swapan echoed this, saying, 
“Comprehensive reforms require a 

constitutional reform 
assembly, not just 
ordinances.”

Both parties 
s u p p o r t e d 
establishing the NCC 
for constitutional 
appointments. 

“To ensure a balance 
of power, this is crucial,” 
said Saki, warning 
that if constitutional 
appointments remain 
under government 
control, “the state and 
government become 

indistinguishable.”
They also backed limiting any 

individual to two terms as prime 
minister. JSD further proposed 
reducing the tenure of both the prime 
minister and president to four years.

Regarding Article 70 of the 
Constitution -- which restricts MPs 

TALKS WITH CONSENSUS COMMISSION

Ganosamhati, JSD for 
constituent assembly

Ganosamhati 
agreed fully with 
138 out of 166 

proposals while 
JSD with 121.

SEE PAGE 9 COL 6

UNB, Dhaka

BNP senior leader 
Amir Khasru 
yesterday urged the 
interim government 
to promptly unveil an 
election roadmap to 
reassure people that 
the country is moving towards elections 
and the restoration of democracy.

“The suspicions and questions that 
have arisen among people due to the 
absence of a specific election roadmap 
will not bode well for the future of 
democracy and the electoral process,” 
he said while talking to reporters after 
a meeting with the Bangladesh Jatiya 
Party (BJP) at the BNP Chairperson’s 
office in Gulshan.

As part of BNP’s liaison committee’s 
ongoing discussions with like-minded 
political parties on the next election, 
Khasru, along with BNP standing 
committee member Iqbal Hasan 
Mahmud Tuku and Vice Chairman 
Barkatullah Bulu, held a meeting with 
a 10-member BJP delegation led by its 
Chairman Andalib Rahman Partha.

Khasru said questions remain as 
to why the issues on which consensus 
has already been reached are not being 
presented before the nation.

‘Inform the nation 
where consensus 
has been reached’
Amir Khasru tells govt

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

46th BCS 
written exam 
postponed 
amid protests
DU CORRESPONDENT

The Public Service 
Commission (PSC) 
yesterday decided to 
postpone the 46th BCS 
written examinations 
following discussions with 
protesting jobseekers.

Md Zahirul Islam 
Bhuiyan, a PSC member, 
announced in front of 
the protesters that the 
scheduled date for the 46th 
Bangladesh Civil Service 
written exam (May 8) would 
be postponed.

Since Thursday, the 
protesting jobseekers 
had been staging a 
hunger strike, which they 
withdrew following the 
announcement.

Earlier, with the 
mediation of LGRD Adviser 
Asif Mahmud, a discussion 
was held between the 
protesting jobseekers and 
a group of PSC members 
at the Dhaka University 

SEE PAGE 9 COL 5
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Inform the nation where
FROM PAGE 3

“Inform the nation where 
the consensus has been 
reached, and based on that 
consensus, we can sign the 
charter and move forward 
with the elections. There is 
no scope for going beyond 
this,” the BNP leader said.

“You have to tell the 
nation that you will 
proceed with a democratic 
transition. Preparations are 
necessary for the election 
both inside and outside the 
country,” Khasru said.

“In Bangladesh, we 
are not going to establish 
Baksal. It’s a Baksal-like 
notion that everyone must 
agree on everything… 
different parties will have 
different philosophies, 
different thoughts and there 
will naturally be differences 
of opinion,” he said.

BJP Chairman Andalib 
Rahman Partha said their 
position is clear that a 
national charter should 
be drawn up based on the 
reforms on which there is 
consensus, and the country 
should proceed towards 
elections accordingly.

He said while fifty 
political parties may 
have differing opinions 
on various matters, the 
election cannot be delayed.

In response to a 
question, Partha said it 
is possible to hold the 
election before December.

“I think the people 
now demand an electoral 
roadmap without further 
delay. I believe this 
government should now 
focus on that,” he said.
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Justice eludes victim families
SAURAV HOSSAIN SIAM

Three years after the seven-
murder incident in Narayanganj, a 
lower court sentenced 26 people, 
including a former city councillor 
and three former Rab officials, to 
death. The following year, the High 
Court upheld the death penalty 
for 15 of them and commuted the 
sentences for the rest.

However, with the case still 
pending with the Supreme Court 
after 11 long years, the victims’ 
families continue to wait for 
the execution of the culprits’ 
punishment.

On April 27, 2014, seven people, 
including then Narayanganj City 
Corporation councillor and panel 
mayor Nazrul Islam and lawyer 
Chandan Sarkar, were abducted 
from the Dhaka-Narayanganj 
link road. On April 30, their 
bodies were found floating in the 
Shitalakkhya river.

The other victims were Nazrul’s 
close aide Tajul Islam, his friend 
Sirajul Islam Liton, Moniruzzaman 
Swapan, Swapan’s driver Jahangir 
Alam, and advocate Chandan’s 
driver Md Ibrahim.

Members of the victims’ 
families and their lawyers have 
alleged that the former Awami 
League government was reluctant 

to execute the verdicts.
At the time of Jahangir’s death, 

his wife Shamsunnahar Akter 
Nupur was seven months pregnant. 
Their only daughter, Roza Akhter 
Jannat, who will turn 11 this July, 
now studies at a local madrasa. 

“I never saw my father after 
I was born, nor did I receive his 
love or affection. At madrasa, my 
friends are often dropped off and 
picked up by their fathers. When 
my mother or grandmother is 
late to pick me up, I miss my 
father terribly,” Roza said.

Jahangir’s wife, Shamsunnahar, 

alleged that justice had 
been delayed because “then 
government officials” were 
involved in the crime. “Now that 
the Awami League government 
is no longer in power, why is the 
trial still stalled?” she questioned.

Abul Khayer, father of victim 
Tajul Islam, said, “We are still 
holding onto the hope of seeing 
justice served. But parents of 
many victims have already passed 
away. I fear I might too, without 
seeing the punishment.”

On January 16, 2017, the 
Narayanganj District and 

Sessions Judge’s Court sentenced 
26 accused, including former 
councillor Nur Hossain and three 
former Rab officials, to death. 
The accused later appealed to the 
High Court.

In August 2018, the HC upheld 
the death penalty for 15 of the 
accused and commuted the 
sentences for the others. The 
case has since remained pending, 
awaiting SC hearing, said Abul 
Kalam Azad, public prosecutor of 
the Narayanganj District Court.

Councillor Nazrul’s wife, Selina 
Islam, said, “If such a brutal killing 
goes unpunished, it will only 
embolden the criminals. Even 
after verdicts were delivered in 
both the lower and higher courts, 
the sentences are yet to be carried 
out. We continue to live in fear 
and uncertainty because of this.”

Although the case is pending, 
there has been no hearing for 
years, said the compainant’s 
lawyer and convener of the 
Narayanganj city unit of BNP 
Sakhawat Hossain Khan.

Public Prosecutor Abul Kalam 
Azad said, “The attorney general 
and the state prosecutors are 
working to expedite the case. The 
interim government also wants 
the final verdict to be delivered 
within a specific timeframe.”

2014 NARAYANGANJ 7 MURDER

For Roza, her father is nothing more than a faded photograph -- a 
memory she clings to in an attempt to ease her sorrow. PHOTO: STAR

Jamaat seeks
FROM PAGE 3

Abdullah Mohammad 
Taher briefed the media.

Taher said during the 
discussions, the EU officials 
wanted to know Jamaat’s 
stance on democracy in 
Bangladesh, women’s rights, 
minority rights, and the 
country’s key export sector 
-- the garments industry. 

“We were able to clearly 
convey our positions on 
these matters,” he said.

He said they urged 
the EU to send election 
observers for the upcoming 
polls. 

Regarding the Women’s 
Reform Commission’s 
recommendations, Jamaat 
told the EU that granting 
licences to sex workers 
would severely undermine 
women’s dignity and 
rights, a point on which, 
according to Dr Taher, the 
EU representatives agreed.

The EU side also viewed 
positively Jamaat’s claim 
that 43 percent of its 
members are women.

2nd Edition

Govt suspends lease 
of 17 stone quarries
UNB, Dhaka

The government yesterday suspended the leasing process 
of 17 out of 51 stone quarries in the country, considering 
environmental concerns.

This decision was taken at a meeting held at the 
Ministry of Power, Energy and Mineral Resources, chaired 
by the ministry’s Adviser Muhammad Faozul Kabir Khan.

The leasing process of stone quarries in Bholaganj, 
Utmachaora, Ratanpur, Bichanakandi, and Lovachora 
stone quarries of Sylhet will remain suspended.

Home Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Md Jahangir Alam 
Chowdhury and Environment Adviser Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan were also present.

The meeting also decided that obtaining an 
Environmental Clearance Certificate from the Department 
of Environment will be mandatory before granting leases 
for other quarries.

Students
FROM PAGE 3

Md Abu Hanif said 
administrative and 
academic activities were 
suspended due to the 
ongoing protests.

The fresh protests follow 
earlier demonstrations 
that began on April 16 and 
continued for several days.

The students’ six-point 
demand include cancelling 
the 30 percent promotion 
quota for craft instructors, 
introducing a four-year 
standardised curriculum 
and an age limit for 
admissions, gradually 
shifting to English as the 
medium of instruction, 
enforcing reserved quotas 
for technical posts under 
grade-10, and establishing 
a dedicated technical 
university for polytechnic 
and monotechnic 
graduates.

Students claim that 
these reforms are essential 
to ensure merit-based 
recruitment, strengthen 
technical education, and 
improve career prospects.

Bogura set 
to become 
country’s 
13th city 
corporation
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Bogura

The Bogura Municipality 
is on track to become 
Bangladesh’s 13th city 
corporation.

The Local Government 
Division has already 
initiated the process to 
elevate its status. The 
proposed Bogura City 
Corporation will encompass 
18 wards from Bogura Sadar 
upazila and parts of 3 wards 
from Shahjahanpur upazila.

The district 
administration has issued 
a public notification in this 
regard. Bogura Municipality 
Executive Officer Shahjahan 
Alam said the notification 
will be published in 
newspapers today. 

This development 
follows a letter issued 
on April 10 by the City 
Corporation-2 (branch) 
of the Local Government 
Division, directing the DC 
to issue a public notice 
regarding the upgrade 
of Bogura to a city 
corporation.
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VANCOUVER CAR RAMMING

Cops rule out 
terrorism link 
after 9 killed
AFP, Vancouver

A driver killed at least nine people when he 
ploughed a vehicle through a crowd at a Filipino 
cultural celebration in Vancouver, police in the 
Canadian city said yesterday.

The Filipino community had gathered in 
Vancouver’s Sunset on Fraser neighbourhood on 
Saturday evening when festivalgoers were hit.

“We can confirm nine people have died after a 
man drove through a crowd at last night’s Lapu 
Lapu Festival,” Vancouver police said on X.

The festival, which commemorates a Filipino 
anti-colonial leader from the 16th century, falls 
this year on the weekend before Canada’s election.

Police said they have arrested a “lone suspect” 
-- a 30-year-old man from Vancouver who was 
known to them -- and were not treating the 
incident as an “act of terrorism.”

Prime Minister Mark 
Carney said he was 

“devastated” by the 
“horrific events.”

Footage posted 
online and verified 
by AFP shows a 
black SUV with 
a damaged hood 
parked on a 

street littered with 
debris, meters from 

first aiders tending 
to people lying on the 

ground.
Eyewitness Dale Selipe told 

the Vancouver Sun that she saw injured children 
on the street after the vehicle rammed into the 
crowd.

“There was a lady with her eyes staring up, one 
of her legs was already broken. One person was 
holding her hand trying to comfort her,” Selipe 
told the newspaper.

“We are still finding the words to express the 
deep heartbreak brought on by this senseless 
tragedy,” community group Filipino BC, the 
organizer of the Saturday event, said in an 
Instagram statement.

Canadians go to the polls today after a frenetic 
election race where candidates have wooed voters 
on issues including rising living costs and tackling 
US President Donald Trump’s tariffs.

Carney is favoured to win after assuring voters 
he can stand up to Washington’s barrage of 
sweeping tariffs.

DEATH OF POPE FRANCIS

All eyes turn to conclave 
AFP, Vatican City

With Pope Francis laid to rest, all 
eyes turn now to the conclave, the 
secretive meeting of cardinals set 
to convene within days to elect a 
new head of the Catholic Church.

Mourners were permitted to visit 
his tomb for the first time yesterday, 
a day after an estimated 400,000 
people including world leaders 
turned out for the Argentine’s 
funeral at the Vatican and burial in 
Rome.

The crowds were a testament 
to the popularity of Francis, 
an energetic reformer who 
championed the poorest and most 
vulnerable.

Many of those mourning the late 
pope, who died on Monday aged 88, 
expressed anxiety about who would 
succeed him.

“He ended up transforming 
the Church into something more 
normal, more human,” said Romina 
Cacciatore, 48, an Argentinian 
translator living in Italy.

“I’m worried about what’s 
coming.”

On Monday morning, cardinals 
will hold their fifth general meeting 
since the pope’s death, at which 
they are expected to pick a date for 
the conclave.

Cardinal-electors at the secret 
vote will cast four votes per day 
until one candidate secures a two-
thirds majority, a result broadcast 
to the waiting world by burning 
papers that emit white smoke.

Luxembourg Cardinal Jean-
Claude Hollerich said last week he 
expected the conclave to take place 
on May 5 or 6 -- shortly after the 
nine days of papal mourning, which 
ends on May 4.

German Cardinal Reinhard 

Marx told reporters on Saturday 
the conclave would last just “a few 
days”.

Francis’s funeral was held 
in St Peter’s Square in bright 
spring sunshine, a mix of solemn 
ceremony and an outpouring of 
emotion for the Church’s first Latin 
American pope.

More crowds gathered on 

Sunday to view his simple marble 
tomb at the basilica of Santa Maria 
Maggiore, his favourite church in 
Rome.

Francis was buried in an alcove 
of the church, becoming the first 
pope in more than a century to be 
interred outside the Vatican.

“It was very emotional” to see 
his tomb, said 49-year-old Peruvian 
Tatiana Alva, who wiped away tears 
after joining hundreds of others 
filing past the burial place.

“He was very kind, humble. He 
used language young people could 

understand. I don’t think the next 
pope can be the same but I hope 
he will have an open mind and be 
realistic about the challenges in the 
world right now.”

A couple of hours after opening, 
the large basilica was heaving, the 
crowds periodically shushed over 
speakers.

Many of the mourners expressed 

hope that the next pope would 
follow Francis’s example, at a time 
of widespread global conflict and 
growing hard-right populism.

More than 220 of the Church’s 
252 cardinals were at Saturday’s 
funeral. They will gather again on 
Sunday afternoon at Santa Maria 
Maggiore to pay their respects at 
Francis’s tomb.

Only cardinals under the age 
of 80 are eligible to vote in the 
conclave. There are 135 currently 
eligible -- most of whom Francis 
appointed himself.

People attend mass for the Vatican workers, following the funeral for Pope 
Francis, in St Peter’s Square at the Vatican yesterday.  PHOTO: REUTERS

PANAMA, SUEZ

Trump seeks 
‘free’ transit 
for US ships
AFP, Washington

US President Donald 
Trump on Saturday 
urged free transit for 
American commercial 
and military ships 
through the Panama 
and Suez canals.

Trump has for 
months been calling for 
the United States to take 
control of the Panama 
Canal but his social 
media post also shifted 
focus onto the vital Suez 
route.

“American Ships, 
both Military and 
Commercial, should 
be allowed to travel, 
free of charge, through 
the Panama and Suez 
Canals!” he wrote on his 
Truth Social platform.

He claimed both 
routes would “not exist” 
without the United 
States and said he had 
asked Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio to 
“immediately take care 
of” the situation.

The United States 
and China are two of the 
top users of the Panama 
Canal.

Egypt’s Suez Canal, 
a key waterway linking 
Europe and Asia, 
accounted for about 
10 percent of global 
maritime trade before 
attacks by Yemen’s 
Huthi rebels on shipping 
routes in the Red Sea 
and Gulf of Aden.

Philippines, 
US launches 
drills as China 
seizes reef
AFP, Manila

Missiles fired off the coast 
of the northern Philippines 
yesterday as US and Filipino 
forces conducted their first 
integrated defence drills, 
hours after China said it 
had seized control of a reef 
claimed by Manila.

The Philippines 
and China have been 
engaged in months of 
confrontations over the 
South China Sea, which 
Beijing claims nearly in 
its entirety despite an 
international ruling that 
its assertion has no legal 
basis.

As many as 17,000 
personnel are participating 
in the annual “Balikatan” 
exercises, which this year 
will simulate a “full-scale 
battle scenario” as the 
treaty allies seek to deter 

China’s ambitions in the 
disputed waterway.

Chinese state 
broadcaster CCTV on 
Saturday reported that the 
country’s coast guard had 
“implemented maritime 
control” over Tiexian Reef, 
also known as Sandy Cay, 
this month.

City

Polls no later than June
FROM PAGE 1

Asked whether the 
“honeymoon period” for the 
interim government was over, 
Yunus said people think the 
interim government is still a 
good solution for them.

“They’re not saying let the 
interim government go, have 
the election today… We have 
not faced any such problem 
of people saying that ‘hand 
it [power] over as soon as 
possible’,” he added.

Asked about ousted PM’s 
claim that she is still the 
“rightful prime minister” and 
how the government viewed 
her presence in India, he said 
he had a meeting with Indian 
PM Narendra Modi during 
the BIMSTEC Summit in 
Bangkok. “I made it very clear 
that, okay if you [Modi] want 
to keep her that is probably 
not something that I can settle 
with you, but definitely while 
she’s there, she should not be 
talking because it creates a lot 
of problems for us.

“She’s giving speeches 
to incite people inside of 
Bangladesh, and we have 
to suffer from that,” Yunus 
added.

Asked about Modi’s 
response, Yunus said, “If I 
recollect, he said this [India] is 
a country where social media 
is open to anybody. I cannot 
control that.”

Asked if he thought India 
was offering Sheikh Hasina 
political cover, should she face 
justice back home, Yunus said, 
“We have already sent a letter 
to Indian government to send 
her to Bangladesh. They have 
not responded yet, but when 
the legal procedures begin 
and the court will give the 
notice …” he added.

The anchor then said, “So 
let me get this straight you’re 
saying that Prime Minister 
Modi has told you we can’t do 

anything about her freedom 
of speech in a country India 
that has been accused of 
stifling freedom of speech and 
in no way have you been given 
any kind of guarantees that 
she will be sent back to face 
justice?”

Yunus said, “no.”
On Bangladesh and India 

relations, Yunus said, “This 
is one of the cases that we 
have to resolve ourselves … we 
understand what their legal 
situation is, what our legal 
situation is. But we are waiting 
for the legal notice from the 
court.”

Asked if Yunus decided to 
visit China first deliberately 
before India and whether he 
was sending a message, Yunus 
said he was visiting countries 
where he would like to go.

“I tried to go to India, but 
they didn’t respond to it. So, I 
went to China, and now I’ll go 
to Malaysia,” he said.

He said he is visiting 
countries to revive SAARC.

Asked if India has given him 
a cold shoulder, and is he now 
deepening ties with Pakistan 
as an alternative, Yunus said, 
“I will not say cold shoulder. 
It’s maybe a temporary thing… 
something we have to resolve 
together. I’ll not take this as a 
final thing, it’s not something 
long-lasting.”

Talking about Bangladesh’s 
relationship with the Trump 
administration, Yunus said 
his government has a very 
good, strong, and warm 
relationship with the Trump 
administration.

Asked if he saw the US as a 
reliable partner or was he being 
forced to choose between 
Beijing and Washington DC, 
Yunus said, “No this is not a 
question of choice, they’re all 
our friends. The USA is a good 
friend, China is a good friend, 
India is a good friend.”
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Laws alone can’t save 
women from rape
Mass awareness campaigns vital to 
prevent gender-based violence
Yet another young life has been lost because of society’s 
failure to protect women and girls. A college student, who 
had been gang-raped six weeks ago, was found dead at her 
parents’ home in Dhaka on Saturday night. Police suspect that 
the girl—daughter of a martyr of the July-August uprising—
died by suicide. Reportedly, she had been raped by two men 
in Patuakhali’s Dumki upazila on March 18 when she was 
returning to her maternal grandparents’ home after visiting 
her father’s grave. A case was later filed, and the accused were 
arrested. However, they had allegedly also taken photos of the 
victim and threatened to post them online if she reported the 
incident, according to the case file.

Prothom Alo reported that following her death, the girl’s 
family filed an unnatural death case with the Adabor police 
station in Dhaka, quoting a police source who said they 
would investigate whether she had received threats from the 
alleged perpetrators. According to a report in this daily, the 
incident had left the girl deeply traumatised and she had been 
undergoing treatment. But is counselling enough when society 
at large constantly points fingers at rape survivors?

It is this very attitude—the deeply entrenched misogyny—
that gives criminals the power to use rape and sexual violence 
as a weapon. How else can we explain the 105 gang rapes 
recorded last year and the 64 in just the first three months 
of this year (according to Ain o Salish Kendra)? Among the 
survivors of rape or gang rape, seven died by suicide in 2024, 
while two deaths by suicide were recorded between January 
and March. What’s worse is that the majority of the victims are 
girls under 18.

We can blame our justice system—the slow legal process, 
the extremely low rape conviction rate, or the state’s failure 
to provide comprehensive and free legal, medical, and 
psychological support—for the situation. But an unspoken 
truth remains: we, as a society, have failed to teach our 
men to respect women and see them as human beings, not 
commodities, not objects on which they can exercise power at 
will. As parents, we have failed to instil the right values in our 
sons, while simultaneously creating an environment where 
our daughters feel ashamed of their very existence.

While we hope the government takes appropriate measures 
to ensure that the Patuakhali victim’s family gets justice 
swiftly, it must do much more for the millions of girls who do 
not feel safe or respected enough as human beings. Patriarchy 
must be fought and toxic masculinity uprooted through mass 
campaigns, education, and proper enforcement of laws to 
prevent misogynistic content and behaviour online, in social 
settings, and in religious sermons. Unless men learn to see 
women as equals, which they are, we will continue to lose 
precious lives like that of this college girl.

Address water crisis 
in Rangamati hills
Plight of women carrying pitchers 
calls for interventions
When we discuss water crisis in rural Bangladesh, we often talk 
about the coastal belt where approximately three crore people 
across 19 districts are said to lack access to safe drinking water. 
Women in these districts, including Khulna, Satkhira, and 
Bagerhat, often walk for miles carrying pitchers in search of 
water, their plight exacerbated by rising sea levels and erratic 
weather patterns that have pushed saltwater further inland, 
contaminating more groundwater sources. While this crisis 
is rightly recognised, even if solutions continue to be elusive, 
the plight of communities in the hills—including women—who 
also suffer from a similar crisis remains largely absent from 
national conversations.

A recent report by this daily rightly turns the focus on 
women in Rangamati hills. Aptly titled “Drops of water, waves 
of suffering,” the report highlights the dual crisis involving 
shrinking water sources and women’s backbreaking journeys 
to them. Women and girls in remote villages and hamlets have 
to walk for hours and miles to fetch water from wells that are 
steadily drying up. There are physical and emotional toll to be 
paid for these exhaustive trips: chronic back and knee pain, 
injuries, and dangers from wild animals and slippery trails. 
Another toll of this invisible labour involves risks of gender-
based violence and missed opportunities for female students. 
In some areas, the crisis is so severe that villagers must cross 
rivers by boat to reach water sources. 

Unfortunately, this daily grind of women carrying heavy 
pitchers remains largely unrecognised, and unaddressed. 
Even though people in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) have 
historically struggled with water scarcity, thanks to limited 
or unequal access to wells, springs, and streams, the crisis 
has been exacerbated by deforestation and environmental 
degradation, unsustainable agricultural practices, and, of 
course, climate change. The lack of more reliable water sources 
like tube wells or rainwater harvesting infrastructure, as well 
as the challenges of transporting water across mountainous 
terrains, are adding to their struggles. This should be addressed 
with priority. People in the hills need long-term solutions, not 
scattered efforts. For them, the crisis is not just of water. Given 
how profoundly it impacts them, it is also a life crisis, a public 
health emergency, and a human rights issue.

CBS airs Abu Ghraib prison photos
On this day in 2004, American TV network CBS aired photos 
taken at the American-run Abu Ghraib prison outside 
Baghdad, depicting harsh treatment of Iraqi inmates that goes 
against the Geneva Conventions.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Just recently, India revoked a key 
transhipment facility that allowed 
Bangladesh to export goods to third 
countries via Indian land borders. This 
is a fresh blow to Dhaka at a time when 
it is already potentially facing steep 
US tariffs on its exports, although that 
story is still unfolding.

In a circular, India’s customs 
department announced the withdrawal 
of a 2020 provision that had permitted 
the movement of Bangladeshi goods 
through Indian land customs stations 
to ports and airports using containers 
or closed-body trucks.

Citing rising delays and logistical 
costs that were reportedly hampering 
India’s own exports and creating 
congestion, the Indian Ministry of 
External Affairs defended the move as 
a necessity. However, the timing of the 
move, with so many Asian countries 
facing major trading challenges, is 
unfortunate, to say the least.

The revocation is expected to disrupt 
trade flows to neighbouring countries 
such as Nepal, Bhutan, and Myanmar. 
These are routes on which Bangladeshi 
exporters have increasingly relied for 
accessing regional markets. 

Bangladesh’s garment industry, 

the largest contributor to our export 
economy, typically prioritises direct 
sea routes to key western markets. 
However, the development curtails 
opportunities for regional integration 
and logistics flexibility. While the direct 
impact on garments may be limited, the 
decision nonetheless restricts regional 
trade potential. India remains a major 
trading partner for Bangladesh, and 
the decision signals a troubling shift in 
bilateral relations.

These developments have unfolded 
against a backdrop of political 
instability in Bangladesh, where 
former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
reportedly sought temporary refuge in 
India following mass protests last year. 
The context may further complicate an 
already tense diplomatic environment.

What this decision ultimately 
means for Bangladesh’s ready-made 
garment (RMG) industry is not so 
much a direct disruption to our largest 
export channels, but a broader signal of 
geopolitical vulnerability and logistical 
fragility.

The RMG sector, which accounts for 
the vast majority of Bangladesh’s foreign 
earnings, thrives on the predictability 
of access. This includes access to raw 

materials, ports, stable shipping routes, 
and markets. The removal of India’s 
transhipment privilege undercuts one 
such access point, even if it is not the 
most critical. It introduces an element 
of uncertainty and reinforces the 
importance of transport diversification 
at a time when our country is being 
buffeted by rising global protectionism.

While most Bangladeshi garments 
are exported directly to the US 
and Europe by sea, land-based 
transhipment through India has 
been important for accessing niche 
markets in South Asia. For smaller and 
medium-sized exporters, particularly 
those serving Nepal and Bhutan, the 
now-closed facility offered a cost-
effective and faster alternative to more 
circuitous sea and air routes. The loss 
of this infrastructure introduces delays, 
reroutes shipments, and adds financial 
pressure, especially on firms already 
operating on tight margins in a highly 
competitive industry.

The move also reflects an erosion of 
the regional trade optimism that had 
accompanied past agreements. For 
Bangladesh, whose growth increasingly 
depends on diversifying markets and 
building intra-Asian supply chains, 
India’s decision is not just an operational 
hindrance; it is also a strategic setback. 
The promise of a more connected 
South Asia, where goods could flow 
seamlessly across borders and regional 
markets could develop complementary 
strengths, now seems further away. This 
is particularly frustrating for Dhaka, 
which has worked toward liberalising 
trade relations in recent years, 
positioning itself as a bridge between 
South and Southeast Asia.

In light of these changes, 
Bangladesh must rethink its diplomatic 
and industrial strategies. We can no 
longer afford to rely heavily on a small 
group of export markets and limited 
transit agreements. There is now an 
urgent need to deepen relations with 
alternative trade partners, particularly 
in Southeast Asia, the Middle East, 
and Africa. At the same time, we must 
invest more heavily in domestic port 
infrastructure and explore regional 
maritime routes to bypass dependency 
on Indian land.

The garment industry, for its 
part, will need to future-proof its 
operations by embracing resilience 
across multiple dimensions. This 
includes strengthening supply chain 
management to accommodate 
unexpected transit disruptions, 
enhancing factory compliance to 
attract new buyers under stricter 
sourcing standards, and adopting 
digital tools to gain real-time visibility 
into logistics networks. Garment 
manufacturers may also consider 
vertical integration or collaboration 
with regional partners to offset the 
higher costs imposed by disrupted 
trade corridors and protectionist 
tariffs.

The move by India serves as a 
wake-up call. The interconnectedness 
of geopolitics and trade logistics is 
becoming more pronounced, and 
Bangladesh’s RMG sector sits squarely 
at the crossroads. To navigate the new 
terrain, we must move swiftly and 
decisively to position Bangladesh not 
just as a low-cost supplier but as a 
smart, adaptable, and strategic partner 
in global value chains.

We must diversify our trade 
infrastructure after India’s ban

MOSTAFIZ UDDIN

Mostafiz Uddin
 is the managing director of Denim Expert 
Limited. He is also the founder and CEO of 
Bangladesh Denim Expo and Bangladesh 

Apparel Exchange (BAE).

RMG NOTES 

On April 13, 2025, despite objections 
from businesses and consumer rights 
organisations, the Bangladesh Energy 
Regulatory Commission (BERC) set 
new gas prices for new industries, 
raising the tariff from Tk 30 to Tk 40 
per unit. For captive power plants, the 
tariff has been increased from Tk 31.50 
to Tk 42 per unit. This increased rate 
will also apply to existing customers if 
they use more than 50 percent of their 
approved load.

At a time when the government has 
presented the country as an attractive 
destination for global business through 
the Bangladesh Investment Summit 
2025, this gas price hike has caused 
concern among industrial consumers 
who are worried about investments 
getting stalled by increased gas prices. 
A business leader pointed out that the 
method used to determine gas prices 
was flawed; VAT is being imposed 
at both the import and distribution 
stages. Meanwhile, gas theft continues 
without effective measures to prevent 
it. Instead, to cover the losses, the gas 
price is being increased, he remarked. 

This differential pricing has caused 
discrepancies in energy costs for 
similar operations, disrupted the level 
playing field, and weakened national 
competitiveness in industrial sectors—
posing a threat to both domestic and 
foreign investments. A transparent 
and fair energy pricing is essential 
to maintain investor confidence and 
ensure industrial growth. The said 
BERC order to increase gas prices 
is inconsistent with the goals of 
economic development and attracting 
investment. No effective initiatives 
have been taken to explore our own 
gas resources. Instead, the government 
has become overly dependent on 
LNG imports, which primarily 
benefit an oligarchic class. One of 
the core foundations for attracting 
foreign investment is energy security. 
Repeated abnormal hikes in gas prices 
disrupt energy security and create 
uncertainty in investment security.

In Bangladesh, the ratio of private 
investment in terms of GDP, which 
has been historically underwhelming, 
is now on the decline. In FY2021-22, 
the private investment to GDP ratio 
was 24.52 percent. By FY2023-24, it 
fell down to 23.96 percent, according 

to a Prothom Alo report. In the first six 
months of FY2024-25, foreign direct 
investment in the country amounted 
to only $213 million, a significantly 
lower amount than the $744 million 
during the same period the previous 
fiscal year. If investment cannot be 
increased, employment will decline, 
people’s income will decrease, and 
young people will not get the jobs they 
hope for. 

Statistics on private bank loans and 
the import of capital machinery also 
reflect stagnation in investment. In 
February 2025, private sector credit 
growth dropped to 6.82 percent—the 
lowest in the past 10 years. Between 
July 2024 and February 2025, capital 
machinery imports shrunk by nearly 

25 percent. The main issue is the lack 
of energy security, which is making the 
investment environment unfavourable. 
To address the gas crisis, the 
government, in 2023, raised industrial 
gas prices by up to 178 percent while 
promising increased LNG supply. 
Yet, the crisis remains unresolved. In 
January, Petrobangla proposed to 
raise gas prices for industries by 152 
percent, aligning the rate with the cost 
of LNG supply. 

System loss in gas distribution and 
transmission is 13.53 percent. However, 
according to BERC’s own estimates, it 
is just 1.12 percent—the rest is due to 
wastage and theft. As I have mentioned 
before, if the value of these losses were 
not adjusted into the pricing, around 
Tk 10,870 crore of taxpayers’ money 

could have been saved annually.
VAT is being charged twice in gas 

pricing. The BERC technical committee 
recommended charging VAT only once, 
which would reduce annual predatory 
expenses by approximately Tk 3,548 
crore. In contrast, a 33 percent hike 
in gas prices for industrial and captive 
power use is expected to generate 
only about Tk 713 crore in additional 
annual revenue. 

These figures clearly demonstrate 
that simply making VAT and system 
loss fair and reasonable could prevent 
predatory expenses, potentially saving 
Tk 14,418 crore annually. Yet, instead 
of eliminating these predatory costs, 
BERC has arbitrarily raised industrial 
gas prices under a separate gas pricing 
structure—beyond its jurisdiction. 

Domestic gas supply in FY2022-
23, FY2023-24, and FY2024-25 was 
22,651, 21,082, and 20,067 (projected) 
million cubic metres, respectively. 
This consistent decline indicates a 
deepening energy crisis. Currently, 
LNG accounts for 25 percent of the 
total gas supply—a figure projected 
to rise to 75 percent by 2030. In 
light of this, the government is now 

determined to sell gas to industrial 
consumers at the LNG rate of Tk 
79.34 per cubic metre. Meanwhile, all 
charges related to energy supply are 
being raised to abnormal levels.

After gaining power for pricing, 
the previous government increased 
gas production, transmission, and 
distribution charges by approximately 
40 percent, 114 percent, and 60 percent, 
respectively, within a year. The charges 
of Petrobangla and Rupantarita 
Prakritik Gas Company Ltd (RPGCL) 
were raised by 24 percent and 109 
percent, respectively. The gas price was 
increased by 150 percent, 155 percent, 
and 178 percent for large, medium, 
and small and cottage industries, 
respectively. For captive power, the 
increase was 97 percent, and for 

electricity, it was 209 percent. Under 
the current government, a 33 percent 
hike has already been implemented. 
In this context, BERC stated that gas 
distribution companies had proposed 
raising prices by over 150 percent for 
new industries, but acknowledged that 
such a jump would be too difficult to 
bear at this moment.

In the public hearing held in 2022, it 
was revealed that 65 percent of the Gas 
Development Fund remained unspent. 
Only 35 percent was used to pay 
foreign contractors. National capacity 
development was not prioritised. As 
a result, by 2030, 75 percent of gas 
supply is projected to come from LNG. 
This trend remains unchanged under 
the current administration.

Earlier on February 13, 2025, the 
Consumers Association of Bangladesh 
(CAB) sent a letter to BERC. In a press 
conference on February 22, CAB 
proposed postponing the public 
hearing on gas price hikes and reducing 
energy prices by eliminating predatory 
expenses. During the hearing held 
on February 26, CAB recommended 
rejecting the unjust and unreasonable 
gas price hike proposal. In the post-
hearing report dated March 4, the 
following recommendations were 
forwarded: 

i) Under the amended Section 34 
Ka of the BERC Act, all pricing orders 
issued by the ministry concerning 
energy should be revoked, and new 
prices should be set by BERC.

ii) The total amount of predatory 
costs adjusted into energy pricing 
during the previous government’s 
tenure should be determined, and 
existing rates should be reduced by 
excluding such costs and excessive 
government revenue.

iii) A tribunal led by a retired 
Supreme Court judge should be 
formed to bring energy criminals to 
justice.

iv) The BERC Act should be amended 
to ensure energy justice and protect 
consumer rights.

v) A reform commission under 
BERC, comprising stakeholder 
representatives, should be formed 
to restructure the energy sector, 
ensuring affordability and availability 
for consumers. 

BERC did not respond at all to these 
proposals. Instead, it showed particular 
interest in aligning industrial gas 
pricing with the high cost of LNG, 
leading to discriminatory pricing. 

It indicates that the previous 
government not only turned the 
country into a net importer of energy, 
but also initiated a process to make 
it an import-dependent market 
for industrial goods. Is the current 
government going to continue 
following the same trajectory?

Rising gas prices threaten 
our investment prospects

M. SHAMSUL ALAM
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 is energy adviser at the Consumers 

Association of Bangladesh (CAB), and 
professor of electrical and electronic 

engineering at Daffodil University.
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It is now a foregone conclusion 
that global warming caused by 
a buildup of carbon dioxide, the 
most important climate-warming 
greenhouse gas humans have been 
adding to the atmosphere, is, for all 
practical purposes, irreversible. That 
is because the current concentration 
of carbon dioxide will keep the 
engine of climate change running 
on a scale of centuries to millennia. 
As a result, halting our planet from 
heating up more will be extremely 
difficult to achieve, unless we go 
“carbon negative” as soon as possible.

Going carbon negative means 
removing more carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere than adding 
it. It requires effective use of carbon 
dioxide removal technologies, 

such as direct air capture (DAC), 
or bioenergy with carbon capture 
and storage (BECCS), or biochar 
fuel to mitigate residual emissions. 
A challenge for DAC is that the 
atmosphere blanketing the Earth 
is very big, and carbon dioxide is a 
relatively small part of it, about 0.04 
percent. Hence, the technology will 
work effectively only in the vicinity of 
power plants where carbon dioxide 
is emitted in large concentrations. 

Another area of concern with DAC 
is energy efficiency. Carbon dioxide 
is not a very reactive molecule, so 
extracting it is both energy and 
resource-intensive. 

At its most basic, BECCS involves 
growing crops, burning them to 
generate electricity, capturing the 
carbon dioxide emitted during 
combustion and storing it deep 
down into the Earth’s crust. However, 
it is essential to exercise caution to 
ensure that the emissions resulting 
from the cultivation, harvesting, 
transportation, and processing of 
biomass do not exceed the amount 
of carbon dioxide captured by the 
crops. Besides, there are concerns for 
the safety of the storage of carbon 
dioxide in huge volumes over a long 

timescale at a single location due 
to the possibility of leakages, which 
can lead to contamination of the 
environment. 

Lately, biochar has gone from 
being a highly theoretical proposal 
to being one of the most viable 
negative emissions technologies. It 
has gained considerable attention 
in recent years for its potential 
to address pressing challenges 
in agriculture, climate change 

mitigation, and environmental 
sustainability. 

Biochar is a durable, carbon-
rich substance created via pyrolysis, 
which involves the thermal 
breakdown of organic materials 
in an environment with limited 
oxygen. It has long been recognised 
for its ability to improve the health 
of soil and sequester carbon dioxide. 
Most importantly, biochar can help 
address climate change because it 
is one of the several techniques that 
target carbon dioxide.

As plants grow, they breathe in 
carbon dioxide from the air, using 
the carbon they absorb to build 
their tissues. Then they die and rot 
or decompose, releasing carbon 
dioxide into the air again. But if the 
decomposed plants are turned into 
biochar, carbon dioxide is instead 
converted into a solid, which can 
stay locked in the soil for many years. 
In this way, plants become one kind 
of carbon removal engine, drawing 
climate-warming carbon dioxide 
out of the air and storing it in the 
ground.

Biochar can be produced from 
various types of waste materials, 

including wood, shells, agricultural 
residues, and byproducts from 
industries such as paper mills, 
sawmills, and breweries, among 
others. The waste is fed into a special 
stove-like device called a pyrolyser, 
a low-tech version like a kiln. Inside 
the device, the raw materials are 
deprived of oxygen as they are 
heated to temperatures between 
200 and 700 degrees Celsius. 
Without oxygen, the wastes cannot 

Biochar: A climate solution from the ground up

QUAMRUL HAIDER

Dr Quamrul Haider
 is professor emeritus at Fordham 

University in New York, US.

A worker in Peru prepares to grind biochar made from bamboo residues. 

catch fire, and their carbon does not 
turn into carbon dioxide and escape 
into the air. Instead, the wastes are 
converted into biochar.

Depending on the operating 
temperature, the process also yields 
a liquid called tar or a gas called 
syngas. These byproducts can be 
combusted to generate the necessary 
heat for the continued functioning 
of the pyrolyser. Consequently, a 
pyrolyser can sustain its operation or 
generate additional fuel or energy for 
commercial purposes. 

Once produced, biochar can be 
added to the soil. It can be applied 
in various ways, including being 
sprinkled on the surface, incorporated 
into the soil in layers or holes, or 
blended with compost or seeds. The 
carbon contained in the biochar has 
the potential to remain in the soil 
and be sequestered for a prolonged 
duration. According to Our World in 
Data, a non-profit online publication 
that focuses on global problems 
and trends, biochar can offset the 
equivalent of up to three gigatons of 
carbon dioxide each year by 2050, 
which is like shutting down 800 coal-

fired power plants. 
The most significant characteristic 

of biochar is its capacity to enhance 
the structure of the soil, retain 
water, and increase the availability 
of nutrients. It functions similarly to 
a sponge, effectively retaining vital 
nutrients and minimising the reliance 
on chemical fertilisers. Furthermore, 
its porous structure supports 
microbial activity, thus promoting 
healthier soil ecosystems. Biochar 
presents an environmentally friendly 
approach to improving characteristics 
of the soil, especially in sandy, acidic, 
and nutrient-deficient soils that 
typically experience challenges with 
water retention and loss of nutrients.

The production of biochar 
commonly utilises feedstocks such as 
rice husks, cassava peels, and various 
agricultural by-products, which are 
favoured for their accessibility and 
effectiveness in generating high-
quality biochar. These biochars, 
sourced from agricultural waste, 
are particularly valued for their 
environmental sustainability and 
low production costs. For example, 
rice husk biochar is recognised for 

its ability to enhance the fertility of 
soil and improve water retention 
capabilities. Likewise, cassava peel 
biochar is extensively employed in 
tropical areas due to its capacity to 
improve soil structure and nutrient 
availability. Moreover, biochar derived 
from agricultural residues like 
straw, sawdust, and coconut shells is 
increasingly utilised for sequestering 
carbon dioxide and enhancing the 
quality of soil, particularly in regions 
where the management of organic 
waste is a significant concern. 

The primary obstacle facing 
biochar is its cost and the fact that it 
is not a universally applicable solution. 
Compared to other soil amendments 
such as fertilisers or compost, biochar 
is generally more expensive, which 
complicates its mass production. For 
biochar to develop into a significant 
industry capable of contributing 
meaningfully to the mitigation of 
climate change, it will be essential 
to pursue innovative methods 
that enhance its affordability and 
efficiency. 

Finally, biochar fits the bill kanta 
diye kanta tola!

As we observe the World Day for Safety and 
Health at Work, attention turns to garment 
workers, factory safety, and workplace 
reforms. In Bangladesh, this day also 
invariably brings back haunting memories of 
numerous disasters, including the Rana Plaza 
collapse, which claimed more than 1,100 lives. 
It is a day dedicated to workers’ rights, safety, 
and remembrance. 

But there is another group of workers who, 
while not inside factories or construction 
sites, also live through trauma, violence, 
and suffering. Their pain, however, is largely 
invisible, unacknowledged, and rarely 
addressed because, typically, their workplace 
extends beyond the concrete walls of buildings. 
As such, generic workplace definitions and 
regulations do not apply to journalism. 
They witness pain, often at the frontlines 
of disasters, tragedies, and conflicts. Yet in 
Bangladesh, while we cover trauma, our own 
trauma remains undocumented, untreated, 
and mostly undiagnosed.

Consider the July 2016 Holey Artisan 
Bakery massacre that changed Dhaka forever. 
As the horror unfolded in the heart of Dhaka’s 
diplomatic zone, reporters scrambled to 
cover the siege. They thronged the cul-de-sac, 
standing there for hours in confusion and 
chaos, fearing that they too might be caught 
in crossfire. The ones who covered the attack 
vividly remember the smell of gunpowder and 
the sound of screams. The image of bodies 
being carried out, and the wails of family 
members, remain etched in their memory.

“We stood outside for more than 14 hours. 
When the shooting started, we all crouched 

behind walls, praying. I had to write a 
breaking story while shaking inside,” said one 
photojournalist, requesting not to be named. 
“After that, I couldn’t sleep for weeks. The 
sound of gunfire haunted my dreams.”

A similar wave of trauma swept through 
the media fraternity during the Rana Plaza 
tragedy in 2013. Reporters watched as 
rescuers pulled mangled bodies out of the 
debris, many of them children and young 
women. For days, journalists worked without 
sleep, consoling bereaved relatives, and 
narrating scenes too horrific for most people 
to imagine.

“I still remember the sound a lifeless body 
made when it was being pulled out. I smell 
dust and blood when I close my eyes,” said a 
senior reporter who covered the Rana Plaza 
incident. “I had nightmares for months. 
Nobody ever asked how I was doing.”

More recently, in 2024, journalists 
covered a violent conflict when the streets 
of Dhaka and other major cities turned into 
battlegrounds. Law enforcers and Awami 
League members turned on quota reform 
protesters in July and went on a shooting 
spree. Hundreds of students and ordinary 
citizens were killed, thousands more were 
injured. The UN estimates at least 1,400 
deaths. At least five journalists were killed, 
and many were injured. Those who managed 
to make it through continue to cope with 
their trauma. Some will probably never 
recover from it.

Unlike aid workers or emergency 
responders, journalists have little institutional 
recognition when it comes to mental health 

support or trauma care. In Bangladesh, there 
is hardly any form of psychological assistance, 
debriefing sessions, or even basic mental 
health leave. There are no safe space to talk, 
heal, or process the emotional toll of the job.

Yet the reality is, the trauma builds up. A 
journalist—be it a reporter, sub-editor, or 
photographer—covering a fire one day, a rape 
case the next, and a bomb threat later in the 
week, carries all those images internally. Over 

time, the mind grows tired, the heart heavy.
The impact of vicarious trauma is well-

documented globally. Journalists may 
develop post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD), suffer from depression, anxiety, 
insomnia, or emotional numbness. Some 
develop addictions; others quit the profession 
entirely.

Yet, in Bangladesh, the stoic culture of 
“just carry on” dominates. There is almost a 
macho pride in being unfazed, even when the 

heart is breaking.
The first step is simple yet powerful: 

acknowledge that journalists, too, are 
workers. And they, too, deserve safety, health, 
and dignity at work.

The need for mental health leave, meaning 
days off specifically for psychological recovery 
after covering traumatic events, should be 
recognised. Just as firefighters are debriefed 
and given downtime after a big operation, 

journalists should be also be allowed to rest. 
Media organisations can provide access to 
professional counsellors so that journalists 
have the option to avail therapy sessions 
after covering events like murders, suicides, 
rape cases, and disasters. Newsrooms should 
normalise counselling, availing which should 
not be perceived as weakness but as a strength.

Journalists, especially those on crime and 
disaster beats, should be trained on how to 
identify the signs of trauma in themselves 

and others. This would help them cope, flag 
signs of distress or acute stress, and more 
sensitively cover the trauma of victims and 
survivors.

Media outlets and journalist unions 
can establish peer support groups, where 
journalists can meet periodically to talk, share 
experiences, and decompress. Sometimes, 
healing begins simply by talking to someone 
who understands.

The Press Council of Bangladesh, journalist 
associations like the Bangladesh Federal 
Union of Journalists (BFUJ), etc must actively 
push for national-level guidelines recognising 
journalism as an emotionally high-risk 
profession. The information ministry can 
collaborate with health experts to launch 
media mental health initiatives.

Recognising trauma is not just a matter of 
empathy, it impacts the quality of journalism 
itself. A burnt-out, emotionally fatigued 
journalist cannot ask the right questions 
or connect with the people. Trauma clouds 
judgement, kills curiosity, and numbs the 
storytelling instinct.

Moreover, untreated trauma leads to 
high dropout rates, especially among 
women journalists who face added layers of 
emotional stress. When the brightest and 
most compassionate voices leave journalism 
due to pain and burnout, democracy suffers.

It is also time to change the narrative. 
Journalists are not mere bystanders 
in national tragedies—they are active 
participants, navigating between chaos and 
deadlines. We document grief so others 
can understand it. We hold microphones in 
bloodied spaces. We stare at trauma, then 
look at the camera and hand it over to the 
anchor in the studio with a simple, “Back to 
you.” The trauma, however, stays with us.

But who turns the camera on us?
So, on this World Day for Safety and 

Health at Work, let us expand our lens. Let us 
remember the survivors of Rana Plaza. Let us 
remember the victims of Holey Artisan. But 
let us also remember those who documented 
their stories, often at the cost of their own 
mental well-being. 

The unspoken trauma of journalists

MD ABBAS
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A man tries to save an injured journalist on a rickshaw during the July uprising in 2024. 
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The Film and Television Institute 
of India (FTII) has released a newly 
restored 4K version of Fear (1965), 
a lesser-known short film directed 
by legendary filmmaker Ritwik 
Ghatak.

Now available on FTII’s official 
YouTube channel, this restoration 
offers cinephiles and students a 
rare look into Ghatak’s haunting 
early work.

Originally conceived as a 
training project for acting students, 
Fear features performances by 

Subhash Ghai, Sudha Rani, Urvashi 
Dutta, Govardhan Sharma, and 
Asrani — all of whom later became 
significant names in Indian 
cinema.

FTII’s restoration of Fear is part 
of its effort to preserve alumni 
works through the National 
Film Heritage Mission, digitising 
and sharing rare early films on 
YouTube.

They notably unearthed rare 
early works featuring talents like 
Irrfan Khan and Rajkumar Hirani.

FTII restores and 
releases Ritwik Ghatak’s 

film ‘Fear’ in 4K

A few days ago, through 
the release of a 19-second 
video, Arifin Shuvoo 
subtly hinted that he 
would appear on the 
silver screen this Eid-
ul-Azha. Although 
Shuvoo did not 
explicitly mention a 
release during Eid in 
the video clip, it was 
later understood that 
the clip was a strategic 
a n n o u n c e m e n t 
regarding the 
release of the film 

Neelchokro.
Following the video’s release, the film’s director, 

Mithu Khan, confirmed that Neelchokro has 
received a ‘U’ (Universal) certificate from the Film 
Certification Board. This means Neelchokro will 
be suitable for audiences of all ages.

Advances in technology have fuelled new 
addictions, with many falling into traps set for 
personal gain—Neelchokro explores this very 
theme.

Apart from Arifin Shuvoo, the film stars 
Mondera Chakroborty, Fazlur Rahman Babu, 
Priyontee Urbi, and Shahed Ali, amongst others.

‘Neelchokro’ receives 
‘U’ certification

Francis Ford Coppola has been 
honoured with the prestigious AFI Life 
Achievement Award, the American 
Film Institute’s highest accolade. The 
86-year-old filmmaker, known for The 
Godfather franchise, Apocalypse 
Now and Megalopolis, received the 
award from Steven Spielberg and 
George Lucas.

At the ceremony, veteran actors Al 
Pacino and Robert De Niro paid tribute. 
Pacino, 85, recalled almost being fired 
from The Godfather before Coppola 
fought for him, thanking him for 
believing in him more than he believed 
in himself. De Niro, 81, said not being 
cast in the first film allowed him to star 
in The Godfather Part II, changing 
his career and life. 

Spielberg praised The Godfather 
as the “greatest American film ever 
made”, while Lucas admired Coppola’s 
fearless spirit. 

Celebrities such as Adam Driver, 
Harrison Ford, Morgan  Freeman, 
Dustin Hoffman, Ron Howard, Spike 
Lee and Diane Lane also shared their 
admiration for the filmmaker. Past AFI 
honourees include Orson Welles, Meryl 
Streep, and Denzel Washington.

Coppola 
receives AFI Life 
Achievement 
Award, ‘The 
Godfather’ stars 
pay tribute

Bangladeshi short film Another World, directed by KM 
Sohag Rana, has been selected as a finalist for Bulgaria’s 
prestigious Golden FEMI Film Festival. 

The festival’s Artistic Director Efemia Fard confirmed 
the selection in an official letter on April 19. 

The awards ceremony will be held on June 7 at the Royal 
Hall of the Sofia Balkan Palace Hotel, with Bulgaria’s Vice 
President Iliana Iotova attending as honorary patron.

Another World tells the story of two orphaned 
brothers, portrayed by real-life street children from 
Dhaka’s Uttara area. The film also stars GM Masud and 
Marzia.

Fuad Bin Alamgir served as the cinematographer for 
the film, while Mahfuz Leon was responsible for editing 
and colour grading.

Bangladeshi short 
‘Another World’ 

headed to Golden 
FEMI Film Festival

Emma Mackey is set to reunite with 
director Greta Gerwig for Netflix’s 

upcoming Narnia series 
adaptation, playing the White 
Witch in The Magician’s 
Nephew. 

Mackey, who appeared in 
Gerwig’s Barbie, will portray 

the iconic villain first brought 
to life by Tilda Swinton in the 

2005 movie The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe. 

Gerwig, who is writing and directing the film, 
will focus on the White Witch’s rise to power. 

The movie will have a two-week IMAX release 
on Thanksgiving 2026 before streaming on 
Netflix for Christmas. 

Netflix has been developing its Narnia projects 
since 2018, officially bringing Gerwig on board 
in 2020 after her success with Lady Bird, Little 
Women, and the billion-dollar hit Barbie.

Greta Gerwig’s ‘Narnia’ 
finds its White Witch 
in Emma Mackey

Dhaka Theatre’s 49th production, 
Ekti Loukik Athoba Aloukik 

Steamer, written by Anon Zaman and 
directed by Shahiduzzaman Selim, 

explores a city gripped by a pandemic. 
Set at a ferry terminal where a steamer 

never arrives, the play symbolically 
unveils fear, corruption, and social 

decay in a collapsing society.

Date: Today | April 28

Time: 7pm-8:35pm

Venue: National Theatre Hall, 
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy 

Play: ‘Ekti Loukik 
Athoba Aloukik 

Steamer’

WHAT’S THE HAPS?

Qatar PM 
FROM PAGE 12

March, with the two sides unable to 
agree on the next steps. Israel resumed 
air and ground attacks across the Gaza 
Strip on March 18 after earlier halting 
the entry of aid.

Since then, Israeli strikes across 
Gaza have killed at least 2,151 people.

Meanwhile, the health ministry in 
Hamas-run Gaza yesterday announced 
that the death toll from the war had 
risen to more than 52,000 people, after 
hundreds previously listed as missing 

were confirmed dead.
“An additional 697 martyrs have been 

added to the cumulative statistics after 
their data was completed and verified 
by the committee monitoring missing 
persons,” the health ministry said in a 
statement, giving the overall toll of 52,243.

Gaza’s civil defence agency said 
Israeli strikes yesterday killed at least 
eight people, including a 17-year-old 
who died in an attack on a southern 
town. Dozens were also injured in the 
strikes, it added.

Dhaka agrees
FROM PAGE 1

Currently, around 1.2 million Rohingya 
are living in Bangladesh.

Touhid said while Dhaka cannot 
officially maintain contact with the 
Arakan Army, which controls over 80 
percent of Rakhine, it “cannot remain 
detached even if we want to” due to 
security concerns along the Myanmar 
border.

Asked about the ongoing tensions 
between nuclear-armed neighbours 
India and Pakistan, Touhid said Dhaka 
seeks a negotiated settlement.

“Our position is very clear. We want 
peace in South Asia. We are aware of the 
longstanding rivalry between Pakistan 
and India. We would expect the two 
countries to resolve the problem 
through dialogue,” he said, responding 
to media queries at the foreign ministry.

“We have good relations with both 
India and Pakistan,” the adviser added.

India-Pakistan relations deteriorated 
sharply after a terrorist attack last 
week killed 26 people and injured 17 in 
Indian-controlled Kashmir.

India accused Pakistan of supporting 
“cross-border terrorism,” while 
Islamabad denied any involvement, 
calling the allegations “frivolous”.

The Resistance Front (TRF), believed 
to be an offshoot of the Pakistan-based 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, claimed responsibility 
for the attack.

Asked whether Bangladesh would 
initiate mediation between India and 
Pakistan, Touhid said some countries 
had already proposed mediation.

“I don’t think, at this moment, we 
should try that. If any party wants, then 
we can go for mediation. We don’t want 
to do anything on our own.

“In whatever ways, through 
mediation or bilateral discussion, we 
want the tension to diffuse and peace 
established,” he added.
ARRESTS OF ‘BANGLADESHIS’ IN 
INDIA
Asked about the reported arrests of 
suspected undocumented Bangladeshis 
in India, the adviser said the foreign 
ministry had not yet received any official 
communication from New Delhi.

On Saturday, international outlets 
reported that over a thousand 
“undocumented Bangladeshis” were 
arrested in Ahmedabad and Surat in 
India.

“Even if there is official 
communication, whether they are 
Bangladeshis or not is subject to 
verification. There are also Bangla-
speaking people in India. If they are 
from Bangladesh and that is proven, we 
will bring them back,” Touhid said.

Although there is no travel advisory 
against visiting India, he advised 
Bangladeshis to avoid travelling there 
unless necessary.

Bank puts
FROM PAGE 1

directors Halima Begum, Sampad 
Kumar Basak, and Hasan Iqbal, S Alam 
Power Generation’s Chairman Touhidul 
Alam, Managing Director Mohammad 
Shahidul Alam, directors Mohammad 
Abdullah Hasan and Ekhlasur Rahman, 
S Alam Vegetable Oil Chairman 
Shahidul Alam and Managing Director 
Farzana Parveen.

The bank claims that as of April 20, 

2025, the outstanding dues, including 
interest, stand at Tk 2,179.95 crore.

The same branch of the bank on 
April 20 called for the auction of 11 
acres of land, including S Alam Group’s 
sugar mills, to recover Tk 9,948 crore in 
unpaid loans.

Repeated attempts to reach Jamal 
Uddin, manager of Islami Bank’s 
Khatunganj branch, via mobile phone 
were unsuccessful.

‘Don’t let evil forces get in the way’
FROM PAGE 12

“But we have failed to achieve that 
in the last 54 years,” he added. The 
event was organised by his party to 
celebrate his 88th birthday at the 
Jatiya Press Club in the capital. 

Mentioning that a new opportunity 
has been created to establish 
democracy and justice through 
last year’s mass uprising, he said 
people are now dreaming of a new 
Bangladesh free from discrimination.

He hoped that the unity of students 
in the current situation would create 
a new horizon in the efforts to rebuild 
the country.

“We have to remember that in 
the past, democratic institutions 
of the state were almost rendered 

ineffective by partisanship,” said 
Dr Kamal, who was the chairman 
of the 1972 constitution drafting 
committee.

He said it is necessary to reform 
these institutions and create a fair 
election environment, adding that 
it is the moral responsibility of all 
political parties and people to fully 
support the interim government 
headed by Prof Muhammad Yunus.

The former law and foreign minister 
added that the timely implementation 
of the reforms will pave the way for a 
democratic transition through a free 
and fair election.

He also expressed deep respect for 
the martyrs of last year’s uprising and 
offered condolences to the injured.

India eyes ‘retaliation’
FROM PAGE 12

The Indian military yesterday held naval 
drills -- releasing images of warships 
firing missiles -- while the country’s 
security forces pressed on with their 
hunt for those behind the April 22 attack 
at a tourist hotspot in Pahalgam.

The military also blamed Pakistan for 
the “unprovoked” firing of small arms 
along Kashmir’s Line of Control that 
separates the two countries.

“(Our) own troops responded 
effectively with appropriate small arms 
fire,” it said of the latest incident, which 
has not been reported by Pakistan.

Indian police have issued wanted 
posters for three men -- two Pakistanis 
and an Indian -- who they say are 
members of the Pakistan-based Lashkar-
e-Taiba group, a UN-designated terrorist 
organisation.

Meanwhile, India’s federal home 
ministry has handed over the attack 
probe to the National Investigation 
Agency, which focuses on counter-
terrorism.

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
yesterday reiterated his pledge that the 
Pahalgam victims “will get justice”.

Modi, in his monthly radio address to 
the nation, also said that those behind 
the terror attack in Pahalgam would face 
the “harshest response” and that the 
whole world was standing with India in 
the fight against terrorism.

On Saturday, Pakistan’s Prime 

Minister Shehbaz Sharif said the 
country was “open to participating in 
any neutral, transparent and credible 
investigation” into the attack. However, 
he warned against any provocations.

Yesterday, Pakistan’s army said its 
soldiers killed “54 militants” who had 
tried to enter the country by crossing its 
northwestern border with Afghanistan.

The “group of jihadists was specifically 
infiltrating on behest of their ‘foreign 
masters’ to undertake high-profile 
terrorist activities inside Pakistan,” it said, 
adding that 54 militants had been killed.

“Such actions by (jihadists), at a 
time when India is levelling baseless 
accusations against Pakistan, clearly 
imply on whose cues (the jihadists are) 
operating,” it said.

Kashmir has been divided between 
India and Pakistan since their 
independence in 1947. Both claim the 
territory in full but govern separate 
portions of it.

In the aftermath of the attack, New 
Delhi suspended a water-sharing treaty, 
announced the closure of the main 
land border crossing with Pakistan, 
downgraded diplomatic ties, and 
withdrew visas for Pakistanis.

In response, Islamabad has ordered 
the expulsion of Indian diplomats and 
military advisers, cancelling visas for 
Indian nationals -- with the exception 
of Sikh pilgrims -- and closing the main 
border crossing from its side.

Maiden cargo flight departs Sylhet airport
FROM PAGE 2

Khalil, public relations officer at Ctg 
airport, told The Daily Star yesterday.

To facilitate cargo flight operations, 
the airport authority has begun 
installing scanners, improving 
infrastructure, constructing cold 
storage facilities, and recruiting 
additional manpower, Ibrahim added.

Shakil Meraj, Director (Cargo) of 
Biman Bangladesh Airlines, told The 
Daily Star, Biman has already recruited 
necessary manpower to provide ground 
handling services on cargo flights.

“The airport is already prepared 
for exporting cargo items to different 

countries except for EU destinations. 
Now, necessary steps are being taken 
to export goods to EU countries.”

Welcoming the initiative, Khairul 
Alam Suzan, vice president of the 
Bangladesh Freight Forwarders’ 
Association, told The Daily Star, “The 
government’s move to start direct 
cargo flights from Chattogram opens 
the door to a new opportunity. To 
fulfil this initiative, all stakeholders, 
both public and private, must work in 
unison.”

Several Chattogram-based 
businesspeople noted that the 
region is the second-largest hub for 

Bangladesh’s ready-made garment 
industry. Due to the lack of direct 
cargo flights, exporters from this area 
previously had to route shipments 
through Dhaka or third countries, 
increasing time, cost, and hassle.

Emirates SkyCargo, Etihad, Kuwait 
Airways, Thai Airways, and SilkAir 
once operated cargo flights via 
Shah Amanat International Airport. 
However, these operations gradually 
ceased, and the last remaining 
Emirates SkyCargo flight service was 
also discontinued in 2022.

[Our Sylhet correspondent 
contributed to this report.]

Ask Interpol
FROM PAGE 2

On March 25, ACC Assistant 
Director Afnan Jannat Keya, also 
the investigation officer in the case, 
submitted the charge sheet against the 
18 accused, showing them as fugitives.

She appealed to the court to issue 
arrest warrants against them.

According to ACC documents, 
Hasina, in collusion with senior 
Rajuk officials, had six plots allotted 
to herself, her son Sajeeb Wazed Joy, 
daughter Putul, younger sister Sheikh 
Rehana, Rehana’s son Radwan Mujib 
Siddiq Bobby, and Rehana’s daughter 
Azmina Siddiq, in violation of relevant 
rules.

The ACC filed six separate cases over 
alleged irregularities in the allocation 
of the six plots, each measuring 10 
kathas, in the diplomatic zone of 
Sector-27 in the Purbachal New Town 
project.

The case against Hasina, Putul and 
16 others was filed with the ACC’s 
Dhaka Integrated District Office on 
January 12.

Ishraque new DSCC mayor
FROM PAGE 12

previous announcement made by the 
EC that had declared Awami League’s 
candidate Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh as 
the elected mayor.

A notification was issued in this 
regard today signed by Akhter Ahmed, 
senior secretary of the Election 
Commission Secretariat.

According to the notification, 
following an order issued on March 
27, by the Election Tribunal and Dhaka 
Joint District Sessions Judge 1st Court, 
the election win of Sheikh Fazle Noor 
Taposh, who contested with the “boat” 
symbol in the mayoral election held on 
February 1, 2020, has been cancelled.

In his place, Ishraque Hossain, who 
contested with the “sheaf of paddy” 
symbol, has been officially declared the 

elected mayor.
Earlier, on April 22, the EC had 

sought the opinion of the law ministry 
whether a gazette notification should 
be issued declaring Ishraque as mayor 
of Dhaka South.

After receiving a positive response 
from the law ministry, the chief election 
commissioner held a meeting with other 
commissioners and officials, during 
which the decision to issue the amended 
gazette was finalised later that night.

On March 27, a court verdict 
annulled the results of the 2020 
DSCC election and declared Ishraque 
Hossain, son of former mayor Sadeque 
Hossain Khoka, as the new mayor.

The DSCC election was held on 
February 1, 2020, alongside the Dhaka 
North City Corporation (DNCC) 

election.
Taposh secured 424,595 votes while 

Ishraque received 236,512 votes.
Following allegations of rigging 

and irregularities, Ishraque filed a case 
challenging the election results.

The EC published the official 
gazette for the 2020 election results on 
February 2 of that year, after which the 
elected mayors took oath and began 
their duties.

Following the fall of the Sheikh 
Hasina government on August 5, last 
year, the previously elected mayors 
were removed from office.

City
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Ganosamhati, JSD for constituent
FROM PAGE 3

from voting against their 
party -- both parties agreed 
with the commission’s 
proposal to allow MPs to 
vote freely, except on money 
bills and confidence votes.

Both parties also 
supported forming a 
bicameral parliament with 
proportional representation 
in the upper house. JSD 
proposed the upper house 
have 200 seats.

Additionally, they 
backed forming a caretaker 
government through the 
upper house. 

Swapan said, “We 
proposed an interim 
government comprising 
elected representatives from 
parliament, with a three-
month tenure. The chief 
adviser and other advisers 
would be appointed from 
the upper house, balancing 

powers between the prime 
minister and the president.”

Ganosamhati Andolon 
further proposed retaining 
two parts of the “July 
Charter” -- a constitutional 
part handled by the 
Constitutional Reform 
Assembly or parliament, 
and an administrative 
part managed through 
ordinances by an interim 
government.

In reviewing the 
commission’s proposals, 
Ganosamhati agreed 
fully with 138 out of 166 
proposals, partially with 
13, disagreed with 11, and 
refrained from commenting 
on four. JSD fully agreed 
with 121 proposals, partially 
with 28, and disagreed with 
17.

The dialogues were 
chaired by Prof Ali Riaz, vice-
president of the National 

Consensus Commission, 
and moderated by Special 
Assistant to the Chief 
Adviser Monir Haidar.

In his opening remarks 
during the session with 
Ganosamhati, Prof Ali 
Riaz said, “The reports 
submitted by the reform 
commissions are efforts to 
address Bangladesh’s long-
standing crises. Beyond 
implementing the reports, 
we must work towards 
building a democratic 
state structure by uniting 
democratic forces.”

Opening the session 
with JSD, Riaz recalled, “At 
times, it seemed we would 
never escape this repressive 
[Awami League] regime. 
But through the people’s 
uprising, particularly led by 
students, the first stage of 
democratic victory has been 
achieved.” 

2nd Edition

46th BCS
FROM PAGE 3

Journalists’ Association 
(DUJA) office.

After the discussion, Asif 
Mahmud, along with the 
PSC members, went to the 
Raju Memorial Sculpture 
on the university campus, 
where the protesters had 
been holding their hunger 
strike.

Speaking to the 
demonstrators, Asif 
Mahmud said a committee 
comprising high-level 
government officials, 
including Energy Adviser 
Muhammad Fouzul Kabir 
Khan, had been formed to 
work on reforms to the PSC.

He further said 
representatives of the 
protesting jobseekers 
would sit with the energy 
adviser and PSC members 
to discuss and work towards 
sustainable reforms of the 
commission.

A worker tends to lichies at an orchard in Rajshahi yesterday. According to the owners, lichies will be available in 
the markets within a week. They said the yield has been good across the district, and they expect a good profit.

PHOTO: AZAHAR UDDIN



IN FOCUS 

PRIYAM PRITIM PAUL

The writing of history in the Bengali 
language by a Bengali began around 
225 years ago with the publication of 
Raja Pratapaditya Charitra in 1801. 
The book was printed by the Serampore 
Mission Press, under the commission of 
Fort William College, which had been 
established just a year earlier, in 1800, 
by Governor General Lord Wellesley. 
That same year, the founding of the 
Serampore Mission Press ushered in a 
new era of book printing in Bengal. Raja 
Pratapaditya Charitra was authored by 
Munshi Ramram Basu (1757–1813), a 
native scholar at Fort William College, 
and commissioned by William Carey 
(1761–1834), who headed the newly 
founded Bengali department. The book 
holds both historical importance and 
literary significance, as it was the first 
Bengali prose work written by a Bengali 
and the first Western-style historical 
narrative in Bengali.

Sajani Kanta Das mentioned that 
Ramram Basu wrote this book just two 
months after being assigned the task. 
What drove him was sheer courage, as 
he had no prior model of Bengali prose 
or historical writing in the language to 
guide him.

The book narrates the story of Raja 
Pratapaditya, a sixteenth-century ruler 
of Jessore who lived in the Mughal 
era. Nearly two centuries later, it was 
adopted as a textbook at Fort William 
College to help students—who were 
being trained for administrative roles 
under the British East India Company—
learn the local history and vernacular 
of Bengal.

The Time of Ramram Basu
Who was Ramram Basu, the first 
Bengali historian of the colonial era, 
who introduced the practice of writing 
history in the Western manner—though 
he initially relied more on intuition? 
Despite being a relatively obscure figure 
during his lifetime, with little known 
about his family background, his work 
had a lasting impact: it helped shift 
historical writing in India from an 
intuitive to an institutionalized form. 
His greatest strength was his command 
over languages. Missionaries noted that 
he spoke English fluently, had a strong 
grasp of Persian, and wrote Bengali with 
remarkable finesse. He was not only an 
insightful prose writer but, before that, 
he excelled in satire, with his poetry 
marked by sharp intellectual intensity.

Born in 1757 at Chunchura, in the 
Hooghly district, Ramram Basu learned 
Bangla and Persian to make a living. 
Later, when he came into contact 
with several Englishmen, for whom he 
worked as a Persian munshi and scribe, 
he also learned spoken English. In 1787, 
he was appointed as a Bengali teacher to 
the missionary John Thomas. Ramram 
accompanied Thomas to Malda, where 
he began teaching him Bengali. At that 
time, Thomas believed that many native 
people would eventually be converted to 
Christianity.

In 1793, William Carey—the 
renowned Baptist missionary and 
orientalist scholar, who had once 
been a shoemaker—arrived in Kolkata 
upon learning about the ‘heathens’ he 
sought to ‘emancipate’ from ‘eternal 
fire.’ He was accompanied by his family 
and another Baptist missionary named 
John Thomas. Almost immediately, 
Carey began learning Bangla and 
engaged Ramram Basu as his teacher 
with a salary of twenty rupees. 
With Basu’s help, Carey later began 
translating the Bible into Bangla.

Ramram Basu’s devotion and 
knowledge of Christianity, particularly 
his devotional poetry on Jesus, 
strengthened Thomas’s firm belief that 
the mission was on the right path. At 
Carey’s request, Ramram Basu wrote 
in praise of Christianity and against 
Hindu idolatry, leading both Carey 

and Thomas to believe that he would 
eventually embrace Christianity. 
However, this did not happen.

In 1796, an incident occurred in 
which Ramram had secretly become 
infatuated with a young widow, 
and when her child was found dead, 
Carey regarded it as a serious lapse in 
Ramram’s moral integrity.

He was not heard from for several 
years after that. In 1800, Carey came 
to Serampore and met many people, 
including Ramram Basu. He was 
reappointed, as Carey recognized that 
preaching was not possible without 
the help of such a talented person as 
Ramram. Later, Carey was appointed as 
the principal of the Bengali department 
at Fort William College, where Ramram 
Basu was employed under him with a 
salary of 40 rupees.

For his work on Pratapaditya 
Charitra, he received 300 Taka 
from Fort William College. Before 
Pratapaditya Charitra, two of Ramram 
Basu’s books, written in a poetic style, 
were published from Serampore in 
1800 and 1801. Additionally, he assisted 
William Carey in refining the Bengali 
translation of the Bible. Ramram Basu 
passed away in 1813.

There is an assumption that Ramram 
Basu was familiar with Rammohan Roy, 
the pioneer of the Bengali Renaissance, 
as Basu was inspired by Roy’s anti-
idolatry writings. It is also believed that 
Ramram Basu sought help in finalizing 
the manuscript of Pratapaditya 
Charitra from Roy. However, both 
Brajendranath Bandyopadhyay and 
Sajani Kanta Das refuted this claim, 
pointing out that Roy’s Bengali prose 
works only began to be published after 
1815. Notably, his first book, written in 
Persian, was published in 1803–4.

Stories of Raja Pratapaditya 
Charitra
Pratapaditya was one of the foremost 
landowners among the 12 famous 
landowners known as the Bara Bhuyans 
of Bengal, with Isa Khan being the most 
prominent among them. Ramram Basu 
narrated the history of Pratapaditya 
chronologically, relying on what he 
found in previous Persian texts and oral 
traditions from his family about the 
16th-century king, as they belonged to 
the same caste. In doing so, he blended 
both fact and fiction, with his writing 
reflecting both objective and subjective 
positions. 

The story starts with Ramchandra, 
a Kayastha from East Bengal, who left 
his ancestral home in search of fortune 
and settled in Saptagram, where he 
found work in the tax collector’s office. 
He had three sons—Bhabananda, 
Gunananda, and Sibananda—of whom 
Sibananda was the most promising.

For a time, the family lived together 
harmoniously. However, when 
Sibananda had a disagreement with 
a senior officer, they were compelled 
to relocate to Gaur. There, they were 
warmly received by King Solaiman, 
who granted them permission to settle.

Among the brothers, Sibananda, 
being the most astute, distinguished 
himself and gained special favor from 
the king. His two nephews formed a 
close friendship with Bajid and Daud, 
the nephews of Solaiman. Daud, in turn, 
promised to make them his ministers if 
he ascended the throne. Following his 
father’s death, Bajid became king but 
was soon assassinated by Solaiman’s 
son-in-law. However, the assassin was 
later slain by a loyal friend of Daud, who 
then ascended the throne.

This Daud was none other than 
the famous Daud Khan Karrani, the 
last independent Sultan of Bengal. 
Keeping his promise, he conferred 
the titles of Maharaja Vikramaditya 
and Raja Basanta Ray upon Srihari 
and Janakiballabha, the nephews of 
Sibananda.

However, Daud soon grew 
ambitious and refused to pay tribute to 
the Mughal emperor Akbar. Realizing 
that the emperor would take punitive 
action against Daud, the brothers 
wisely decided that remaining in 
Gaur would be too dangerous. They, 
therefore, built a permanent residence 
in what was then the remote maritime 
wilderness of Jessore and developed it 
around 1573.

In response to Daud’s defiance, 
Akbar dispatched his general, Todar 
Mal, to subdue him. Terrified, Daud 
attempted to flee but was eventually 
captured and executed in 1576. 
Following his death, the Mughal general 
entrusted Srihari and Janakiballabha 
with governing the region.

Anticipating an invasion, Daud 
had previously sent his wealth and a 
significant stockpile of food to Jessore. 
As a result, after his execution, the two 
brothers became extremely wealthy 
and powerful. They were crowned with 
great pomp and splendor, inviting all 
their relatives, granting them land, 
and settling them in the area—thus 
marking the origin of the Bangiya 
Kayastha Samaj of eastern Bengal.

Srihari had a son named 

Pratapaditya, who, from an early age, 
displayed traits of cruelty and an 
insatiable thirst for power. To keep 
him at a distance and instill discipline, 
Srihari sent him to Delhi to be trained 
in state affairs.

In Delhi, Pratapaditya impressed 
Emperor Akbar with his talent for 
extempore poetry. However, he also 
schemed against his father, distorting 
facts to such an extent that the emperor 
ultimately granted him the authority 
to govern his father’s domain.

Despite this betrayal, Srihari and 
his brother welcomed Pratapaditya 
back without outward resentment, 
seemingly untroubled by the 
humiliation he had caused them in the 
emperor’s eyes.

A few months later, Pratapaditya 
relocated his capital to Dhumghat, 
transforming it into a grand city with 
magnificent mansions, a massive fort, 
and bustling marketplaces. In 1604, 
he ceased sending taxes to Delhi and 
became virtually independent. He 
significantly strengthened his naval 
power and was regarded as the last king 
of Sagur Island, even minting coins in 
his name.

Though Pratapaditya possessed 
admirable qualities, his flaws were 
equally pronounced. He was known 
for his generosity, but he was also 
ambitious, ruthless, arrogant, and 
intolerant. He built a formidable army 
and refused to pay tribute to the 
Mughal emperor. Driven by his thirst 
for power, he conspired against his own 
relatives and sought to suppress the 
kings who ruled estates in the province.

News of his treachery reached 
Delhi, enraging Emperor Jahangir. 
After a prolonged and sporadic series 
of battles, Pratapaditya ultimately 
surrendered. He died in Banaras while 
being taken to Delhi in 1606.

Following his downfall, the emperor 
appointed Raghab Ray, the eldest 
son of Basanta Ray, as the new ruler. 
However, when Raghab Ray returned to 
Jessore from Delhi, he found the once-
glorious city devastated and desolate 
and maintained the Jessore Samaj.

Significantly, Ramram Basu’s 
account of the death of Pratapaditya 
greatly varies from the depiction by the 
poet Bharatchandra Ray (1712–1760) 
in his Annadamangal, who was a 
closer contemporary of Pratapaditya. 
Although Basu did not specify the 
exact time and date of the events, 
later editors painstakingly added 
approximate dates based on the details 
he narrated in his book.

Reception as a Literary Text
Ghulam Murshid noted that while 
Ramram Basu’s contemporaries 
in Bengali literature were 
primarily Sanskrit 
scholars who wrote 
in a Sanskritized 
style, Ramram’s 
prose reflected his 
inclination toward 
Persian. The early 
reception of Raja 
Pratapadi tya 

Charitra, however, was mixed, with 
many initial reactions being particularly 
negative. For instance, a review in the 
Calcutta Review (1854) criticized its 
style, describing it as a “kind of mosaic, 
half Persian, half Bengali.” Similarly, 
Ramgati Nyayaratna, who wrote 
the first known history of Bengali 
literature, condemned Ramram Basu’s 
indiscriminate use of Persian and 
Arabic words.

Shishir Kumar Das refuted these 
criticisms by providing a quantitative 
analysis of Pratapaditya Charitra. 
He calculated that the total number 
of Persian and Arabic words was 
218, appearing 511 times within a 
text of approximately 14,976 words. 
The percentage of Persian words 
was only 3.4%, contradicting claims 
that Pratapaditya Charitra was 
heavily Persianized or linguistically 
unbalanced, as alleged in the Calcutta 
Review.

There is a common assumption that 
Fort William College’s endeavor in the 
Bengali language aimed to sanitize 
it by removing Arabic and Persian 
influences, relying solely on Sanskrit 
under the guidance of its missionaries 
and pundits. However, Raja 
Pratapaditya Charitra contradicts 
this claim, as it contains numerous 
Arabic and Persian words. These words 
were likely colloquial at the time or 
commonly used in bureaucratic and 
administrative contexts. Ramram Basu 
incorporated these elements naturally, 
as Persian remained the official state 
language of India until 1835. That year, 
the English Education Act, introduced 
by Governor-General Lord William 
Bentinck, replaced Persian with 
English. Additionally, Fort William 
College also lost its significance when 
Haileybury College in England was 
established in 1806 for the newly 
recruited cadets of the Company.

Sukumar Sen highlighted that the 
emergence of prose style in Bengali 
literature marked the beginning of 
the modern age, as premodern Bengali 
literature was predominantly in poetic 
forms. He also stated that the early 
19th century was a period when literary 
works were primarily instructive—
designed to teach new ideas, 

informative in 
presenting new 

forms of 

thought, or discursive in justifying 
or rejecting different creeds. This 
transformation was significantly 
influenced by Christian missionaries 
and professors at Fort William College. 
Pratapaditya Charitra embodies both 
instructive and informative genres in 
this regard.

Moreover, the character of 
Pratapaditya gained significant 
importance, and numerous biographies 
and works of fiction were written 
about him. He became a figure of 
both admiration and controversy in 
nineteenth-century Bengal, particularly 
as the nationalist movement gained 
momentum. As a result, Clinton B. Seely 
characterizes Raja Pratapaditya as a 
“problematic hero.”

The Legacy as a Historical Text
Both the sixteenth century, when 
Pratapaditya ruled, and the early 
nineteenth century, when the book was 
written, were pivotal periods for Bengal 
and India, marked by significant 
societal and political transitions. 
Moreover, the book played a pioneering 
role in the writing of history in Bengali, 
laying the foundation for future 
historical literature in the language.

Although Ramram Basu didn’t 
explicitly mention that he was writing 
history in this book, he stated that he 
undertook the task due to the lack of a 
detailed account of the rise and fall of 
any kings in the region. Significantly, 
his employer, Carey, was quick to 
identify Basu’s work as “history,” as 
he wrote, “I got Ram Boshu [Ramram 
Basu] to compose a history of one of 
their kings.” 

Ramram Basu did not attempt to 
write a comprehensive history of India 
or Bengal in a chronological manner, as 
Mritunjay Bidyalankar did in Rajaboli 
(1807), a Bengali work from the same 
Fort William enterprise. Instead, he 
focused on the local but significant 
figure of King Pratapaditya, with whom 
he felt an affinity due to their shared 
Kayastha lineage within Bengal’s Hindu 
caste system. Later, historical writings 
on both local rulers, such as Krishna 
Chandra, the king of Krishnanagar, 
and detailed chronological narratives 
of regions gained popularity, emerging 
from both the college’s initiatives and 
private efforts, which would become 
increasingly significant over time.

The reception of Pratapaditya 
Charitra by later formal historians 
has been intriguing—not only for its 
pioneering role in historical writing 
but also for its own historical merits. 
For instance, Jadunath Sarkar found 
the first part of Pratapaditya Charitra 
to be entirely historical, while other 
historians regard the book as a 
valuable sourcebook, as Ramram Basu 
blended both fact and fiction in his 
narrative. While Ranajit Guha, one of 
India’s foremost historians, noted that 
Ramram Basu’s narrative occasionally 
lapses into myth and fantasy, many 
historians agree that this flaw—almost 
unavoidable under the circumstances—
has done little to undermine the overall 
authenticity of the work as an exercise 
in modern, rationalist historiography.

The Indian subcontinent was 
regarded as a historyless and stateless 
society, where the absence of prose 
writing in vernacular languages was 
seen as a sign of underdevelopment. 
From this perspective, Raja 
Pratapaditya Charitra stands as a 
monumental endeavor, both in terms 
of writing history and fostering prose 
in the Bengali language. While it 
may have initially appeared as part 

of a colonial project, patronized by 
colonial institutions and figures, it 
soon evolved into a distinctly native 

enterprise. What began as a form 
of local history writing ultimately 

became an integral part of global 
history.

Priyam Pritim Paul is a 
researcher and journalist.
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Raja Pratapaditya Charitra and 
the Birth of Bengali History Writing

A naval vessel of 
Raja Pratapaditya 

that fought 
against the 

Mughal army. 
Source: Jassore-

Khulnar Itihas 
by Satish 
Chandra 

Mitra.

(L) Title page of the book Raja Pratapaditya Charitra. (R) Title page of 
the book Lipimala.

The reception 
of Raja 

Pratapaditya 
Charitra by 
later formal 
historians 
has been 

intriguing—
not only for its 
pioneering role 

in historical 
writing but 
also for its 

own historical 
merits.

William Carey 
and his pundit 

Mrityunjaya 
Bidyalankar.
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Bangladesh vs 
Zimbabwe 
Second Test, Day 1 
Live from 10:00 am 

T SPORTS

IPL 
Rajasthan vs 
Gujarat 
Live from 8:00 pm 

Barcelona players celebrate with the trophy after a Jules Kounde goal in the dying minutes of extra time handed the Catalans 
a dramatic 3-2 win over fierce rivals Real Madrid in an enthralling Copa del Rey final in a raucous atmosphere at Seville’s La 
Cartuja stadium on Saturday. It was one of the most heated Clasicos in recent times, that came hot on the heels of Real Madrid 
complaining about referees and saw Antonio Rudiger receiving a red card for throwing an object at the referee from the bench 
after the defender was substituted. PHOTO: BARCELONA

Djokovic’s early exit 
marks new reality

AGENCIES

Novak Djokovic’s storied journey at the Madrid 
Open may have come to a quiet, emotional end. 
The 24-time Grand Slam champion crashed out 
in the second round on Saturday, falling 6-3, 6-4 
to Italy’s Matteo Arnaldi. 

It marked another early exit for the Serbian 
legend, whose form in 2024 continues to trend 
worryingly downward.

In a candid post-match 
press conference, Djokovic 
admitted that this could very 
well be his final appearance 
in Madrid. “It could be. I’m 
not sure if I will come back,” 
he said, suggesting a future 
visit might be as a guest, not 
a player.

The loss was Djokovic’s 
second consecutive opening-
round defeat, after a similar 
early exit in Monte Carlo two 
weeks prior, and his third 
straight straight-sets loss 
following a Miami Open final 
setback. 

For a player who once dominated the sport 
with unrivalled consistency, this “new reality” 
of modest expectations and early goodbyes is a 
stark shift.

Arnaldi, ranked 44th in the world, showcased 
fearless all-court tennis and capitalised on 
Djokovic’s struggles. The 24-year-old Italian, who 

called Djokovic his “idol,” scribbled “OMG” on the 
camera lens after his milestone win, a symbol of 
the new generation’s rise as legends like Djokovic 
begin to fade from the spotlight.

Djokovic’s match was littered with unforced 
errors—32 in total—reflecting the sharp decline 
from the clinical precision that once defined his 
game. 

Despite his vast experience 
and illustrious past, the 37-year-
old now faces a mental battle 
against the reality of time.

“It’s kind of a challenge for me 
mentally,” Djokovic confessed. 
“Trying to win a match or 
two, not really thinking about 
getting far in the tournament. 
But that’s the circle of life and 
the career, eventually it was 
going to happen.”

From winning three out 
of four majors in 2023 to 
struggling for a single clay-
court victory in 2024, Djokovic’s 
current form signals a dramatic 

turning point. And while he still 
owns countless ATP records—from most Masters 
1000 wins (414) to most titles (40)—the future 
looks increasingly uncertain.

Whether or not he returns to Madrid again, 
one thing is clear: Djokovic is coming to terms 
with a new phase of his career—one that even the 
greatest must eventually face.

Taskin leaves for 
England to consult 
ankle specialist
ABDULLAH AL MEHDI

Bangladesh pacer Taskin Ahmed left for England 
yesterday to consult an ankle specialist regarding 
the Achilles injury that ruled him out of the 
ongoing Test series against Zimbabwe.

“The injury first started in West Indies. I 
carried on playing with it. At the latter end of the 
BPL [Bangladesh Premier League], the soreness 
increased a lot more and I had to rest for a few 
matches. 

“During the Premier League [Dhaka Premier 
League], the pain increased a lot more and it became 
difficult to put effort. That’s when I informed the 
board and they wanted me to rest and undergo 
rehab since there are important assignments 
ahead. That’s why I have been undergoing rehab 
without playing this [Zimbabwe] series,” Taskin 
told The Daily Star before his departure yesterday.

Taskin is scheduled to consult Doctor James 
Calder, a renowned specialist in treating Achilles 
Tendinopathy, on April 29. Bangladesh Cricket 
Board (BCB) chief physician Debashish Chowdhury 
is expected to join the right-arm quick in England 
ahead of the consultation.

“Right now, we are consulting someone very 
high-profile. Many footballers from the English 
Premier League and other athletes also consult 
with him,” Taskin said.

Prior to his departure, Taskin bowled a session 
with very short run-ups at the Academy Ground 
in Mirpur on Saturday. He felt positive about his 
condition, suggesting that surgery might not 
be necessary, although a consultation would 
determine the next course of action.

“I felt comfortable [bowling on Saturday]. With 
some rest, at times, there seems to be no problem 
at all.

“Surgery might be required if there is 
something major but as far as our understanding, 
it is not major but after the consultation, we will 
get a better idea.” 

ASHFAQ-UL-ALAM

The second and final Test between 
Bangladesh and Zimbabwe will begin 
today at the Bir Sreshtho Flight 
Lieutenant Matiur Rahman Stadium 
in Chattogram. However, unlike the 
first game, there will be some stakes 
involved, and the credit for that goes to 
the Tigers, whose penchant for making 
things interesting in the most puzzling 
way once again came through.     

Only by losing the first Test in Sylhet 
could Bangladesh have fans, and 
everyone else, turn their focus towards 
themselves for a series that nearly 
experienced a media blackout, forcing 
the Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) 
to get state-run BTV as the broadcast 
partner. 

There are a few theories behind this 
lack of interest from broadcasters and 
fans, ranging from the current volatile 
state of the advertisement market 
to a lack of star power in the current 
Bangladesh team.

But arguably the chief reason 
behind it was the absence of any 
notable stakes. Simply put, fans had no 
reason to care about the series.

This series is not part of the ICC 
World Test Championship cycle, 
meaning the outcomes from here 
have no greater implications. The 
Zimbabwe-Bangladesh cricket rivalry 
has also tapered off, so generating fan 
interest using that angle is also out of 
question.

What could have really squashed 
any and all interest surrounding the 
series was if Bangladesh completely 

demolished Zimbabwe in the first 
Test, which would have given wind 
to the notion that the BCB arranged 
the series only to help the team rack 
up easy wins and it would have also 
made the second Test feel like a mere 
formality.

Instead, the hosts got outplayed by 
Zimbabwe and are at risk of suffering 
their first home Test series defeat to 
Zimbabwe in over 23 years, spicing up 
the series that should have been a dull 
affair in the process.

The last time the Tigers lost a Test 
series at home to Zimbabwe was 
in 2001, when they suffered a 1-0 
defeat in the two-match series. It also 
remains their only Test series defeat to 

Zimbabwe as hosts.
The narrow margin of the defeat 

in the Sylhet Test gives an impression 
that it was an evenly-matched contest, 
but that is far from the truth. Barring 
the stutter in the last hour or so of the 
match, Zimbabwe controlled the game 
and came out as the deserved winner.

The fact that a full-strength 
Bangladesh could not beat a team 
that had not won a Test in almost four 
years is alarming. What is even more 
alarming is that they have now lost 
their last six Tests at home.

Ironically, their form away from 
home has been encouraging, as they 
have defeated New Zealand and the 
West Indies once and Pakistan twice in 
away Tests in the last 18 months.

But while the away Test wins make it 
seem like Bangladesh have taken a step 
forward in the five-day format, their 
six-match losing streak at home, which 
last happened to them from December 
2008 to March 2010, indicates they 
have gone two steps back.

If their home woes continue for 
one more game, it will become their 
second-longest losing streak at home 
behind the 13 straight defeats on 
home soil right up until their maiden 
Test win in 2005, which ironically had 
come against Zimbabwe and that too 
in Chattogram. 

With BTV telecasting the matches, 
this series had a retro vibe to it from 
the start. And after the defeat in the 
first Test, Bangladesh are set to face 
Zimbabwe in a high-stakes match, 
after rekindling a rivalry only how they 
could.

A rivalry spiced up 
the Bangladesh way

Spin to win 
for Tigers?
EKUSH TAPADER from Chattogram

Bangladesh team’s senior assistant coach 
Mohammad Salahuddin was seen in deep 
discussion with Anamul Haque Bijoy and 
Shadman Islam beside the nets at the Bir 
Shreshtho Flight Lt Matiur Rahman Stadium 
Stadium in Chattogram yesterday. Shortly after, 
the duo began batting side-by-side in adjacent 
nets, indicating a likely change at the top of the 
order for the second Test against Zimbabwe, 
which starts today.

Mahmudul Hasan Joy, who featured in the 
Sylhet Test which Bangladesh lost by three 
wickets, was notably absent -- a strong signal 
that Bijoy is set to replace him following his 
poor run.

Bangladesh, desperate for a series-saving 
win, are likely to make changes not just in 
batting, but also in the bowling department. 
With Nahid Rana leaving to play in the PSL, left-
arm spinner Tanvir Islam has been called up, 
though he is unlikely to make the playing XI. 
Off-spinner Nayeem Hasan, however, appears 
to be in contention. The Chattogram local was 
actively involved in both bowling and batting 
drills and boasts a solid record at this venue. 
With Zimbabwe expected to field at least four 

left-handers, the team is considering pairing 
him with Mehidy Hasan Miraz.

Despite Taijul Islam’s underwhelming 
performance in Sylhet, he might retain the 
team’s backing as their most experienced 
spinner. However, the strategy this time will 
differ. Unlike previous home Tests where 
Bangladesh occasionally played only four 
bowlers to strengthen their batting, head coach 
Phil Simmons confirmed that the team will field 
five specialist bowlers:

“No, not at the moment (regarding an extra 
batter). In Test cricket, you need five bowlers. 
Especially here, where we’ve played before, five 
bowlers are essential.”

While the final composition is yet to be 
announced, Simmons said the team is weighing 
two possible combinations -- either three 
seamers and two spinners, or two seamers and 
three spinners. Team sources suggest the latter is 
more likely, especially with Chattogram’s surface 
expected to favour spin as the match progresses.

If the team opts for two pacers, Hasan Mahmud 
is almost a certainty. He may be joined by Tanzim 
Hasan Sakib, who is in line for a Test debut. 
Though Khaled Ahmed performed reasonably 
well in Sylhet, Tanzim is being considered for his 
extra pace and added batting depth.

“I think he (Tanzim) can shine in any format,” 
Simmons said. “His bowling is deceptive, and he 
hits good areas consistently. He also adds some 
batting depth, which is a bonus.”

The Chattogram wicket is expected to 
differ from Sylhet’s. Bangladesh’s coaching 
staff anticipate a harder surface conducive to 
high scores in the early days, while Zimbabwe 
captain Craig Ervine expects a slower track 
favouring spinners. Despite differing views, 
both teams agree that Chattogram will not 
offer the extra bounce seen in Sylhet. If 
cracks develop as expected later in the match, 
spinners like Miraz and Taijul could be key to 
Bangladesh’s success.

“In Test cricket, you need 
five bowlers. Especially here, 
where we’ve played before, 
five bowlers are essential.”

Bangladesh coach Phil Simmons
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RULES BEND, 
REPUTATIONS BREAK

How Bangladesh cricket shot itself in the foot 
over Towhid Hridoy’s ban. 

Liverpool demolished 
Tottenham 5-1 to clinch 
the Premier League title 
at an impassioned Anfield 
yesterday, sealing a record-
equalling 20th English 
top-flight crown. With four 
games still to go, Arne Slot’s 
side (with 82 points) have 
attained an unassailable lead 
over second-placed Arsenal 
(67 points), and are now level 
with bitter rivals Manchester 
United as the joint-most 
successful club in English 
top-flight history. The league’s 
top-scorer Mohamed Salah 
was amongst the scorers as 
he netted his 28th goal of 
the season. Meanwhile, Slot 
became the first Dutchman to 
win the Premier League and 
only the fifth manager to win 
the competition in his debut 
season, after Jose Mourinho, 
Carlo Ancelotti, Manuel 
Pellegrini and Antonio Conte.
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Battery-run rickshaw vans carrying iron rods on the Barishal-Dhaka highway. Such vehicles are not allowed on highways, as 
they pose a serious risk to other road users. The photo was taken in Barishal’s Kashipur area.
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Qatar PM sees ‘a bit of 
progress’ on Gaza truce
Israeli strikes kill 8 more; death toll climbs to 52,243

AFP, Doha

Gaza mediator Qatar yesterday said there 
was some progress in talks in Doha this week 
aimed at securing a new truce in the Israel-
Hamas war.

Speaking at a news conference, Qatari 
Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al-Thani reported 
“a bit of progress”, in response to questions 
about reports of a Thursday meeting in Doha 
between Israel’s Mossad spy agency chief 

David Barnea and the Qatari prime minister.
“We need to find an answer to the ultimate 

question: how to end this war. That’s, that’s 
basically, I think, the key point of the entire 
negotiations,” Sheikh Mohammed added.

Qatar, alongside Egypt and the United 
States, brokered a truce between Israel and 
Hamas in Gaza which came into effect on 
January 19 but which did not bring a complete 
end to the war.

The initial phase of the truce ended in early 
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City

Exiled poet Daud 
Haider no more

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Poet Daud Haider, known for his timeless 
poem Janmo-i Amar Ajanmo Pap 
(My Birth, My Eternal Sin), died while 
undergoing treatment at a Berlin hospital 
early yesterday (Bangladesh time). 

He was 73.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

J&K TERROR ATTACK

India eyes 
‘retaliation’

Says Indian media as troops 
exchange gunfire along 

Kashmir LoC for third day
AGENCIES

Troops from Pakistan and India exchanged fire in disputed 
Kashmir for a third night in a row, officials said yesterday, 
as Indian media reported that New Delhi is mulling 
military retaliation over the Kashmir terror attack.

The Indian Express newspaper yesterday quoted a 
top government source as saying “there will be military 
retaliation” and officials “are discussing the nature of the 
strike”.

“There will be military retaliation, and we are prepared. 
We are discussing the nature of the strike… Since 2019, 
we have taken a series of measures to modernise our 

weapons. We have the option of targeting the terrorists 
from within our territory,” the newspaper quoted the 
source as saying.

India has accused Pakistan of supporting “cross-border 
terrorism” after gunmen killed 26 people in the worst 
attack on civilians in contested Muslim-majority Kashmir 
for a quarter of a century.

Relations between the nuclear-armed rivals plunged to 
their lowest level in years after the attack.

Islamabad has denied any involvement, calling 
attempts to link Pakistan to the attack “frivolous” and 
vowing to respond to any Indian action.

Modi vows ‘harshest response’, says world is 
standing with India

Pak troops kill 54 militants who tried to 
infiltrate from Afghanistan

Indian military holds naval drills in the 
Arabian Sea 
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REBUILDING NATION 

‘Don’t let evil 
forces get in 
the way’
UNB, Dhaka

Gono Forum 
President Emeritus 
Dr Kamal Hossain 
yesterday urged all 
to remain alert so 
that no evil forces 
or conspiracies can create obstacles to 
rebuilding Bangladesh as dreamt of in the 
Liberation War.

“The main goal of the freedom gained 
through the great Liberation War was 
to establish democracy, justice, human 
rights, and build a society free from 
exploitation,” he said at a programme.

Ishraque new 
DSCC mayor
Gazette issued 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election 
Commission 
has issued 
an amended 
g a z e t t e 
notification 
declaring BNP-nominated 
candidate Mohammad 
Ishraque Hossain as the 
mayor of Dhaka South City 
Corporation.

The gazette cancelled the 
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