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Ban AL, punish
its leaders

Protesters across
Bangladesh demand
justice for July atrocities
STAR REPORT

Leaders and activists from several
political and student organisations
staged demonstrations across the

country yesterday, demanding a ban on
the Awami League and the trial of its
leaders for their involvement in the July
atrocities.

In Dhaka, the United Peoples of
Bangladesh, a newly formed political
group, brought out a protest procession
from the Bijoynagar Water Tank to the
Old Paltan intersection. Led by Chiefl
Coordinator Ali Hasan Junaid, protesters
chanted slogans calling for justice.

“Awami League cannot avoid its
responsibility for the July Kkillings.
Therefore, banning it is our only
demand,” demonstrators said.

Participants also called for capital
punishment for ousted Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and others alleged to have
been involved in the incidents.

Meanwhile, in Narayanganj, the
National Citizens Party (NCP) held a rally
at the Central Shaheed Minar, followed
by a procession along Bangabandhu
Road. Leaders from the Students Against
Discrimination also joined in solidarity.

Addressing the rally, NCP Joint
Member Secretary Abdullah Al Amin,
Southern Region Organiser Shawkat Alj,
Joint Chief Coordinator Tuhin Mahmud,
and others reiterated their demand for
the trial of AL leaders for their roles in
the July violence.

In Gazipur, the NCP Metropolitan unit
organised another rally at Chandana
Crossroads demanding a ban on Al’s
political activities. Central leaders Ali
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Two arrested
over attempted
rape of girl

A CORRESPONDENT, Kishoreganj

Two men were arrested on Friday night
in Kishoreganj in a case filed over the
attempted rape of an 11-year-old girl.

The arrestees are Hasu Mia, 60, and
Moti Mia, 55, said Sakhawat Hossain,
officer-in-charge (OC) of Pakundia Police
Station.

Thearrestswere made after the victim’s
mother filed a case with Pakundia Police
Station on Friday evening.

According to the case statement, Hasu
and Moti tried to rape the girl around
12:30pm on Tuesday.

After the arrest, police initiated an
investigation into the matter, said the
OC, adding that the arrestees would be
produced before the court today.

Rituals, rhythmes,

A child heads to the field with his kite, his face glowing with joy. In the southern winds of Baishakh afternoons, children fill the

sky with kites. The photo was taken in Kadamtala village of Shyamnagar upazila, Satkhira yesterday.
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High pumpkin yield, low
profit for char farmers

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Farmers in char areas are happy with the
pumpkin production on the sandy chars
of the Teesta riverbed. However, they
are disappointed as prices have fallen
compared to last year. Due to an urgent
need for cash, char farmers are being
forced to sell pumpkins at low prices.

Officials from the Department of

Agricultural  Extension (DAE)  said
pumpkins have been cultivated on 12,500

hectares of land across five districts of

the Rangpur region -- Lalmonirhat,
Kurigram, Rangpur, Gaibandha, and
Nilphamari -- this year.

The yield of pumpkins per hectare is
between 25 and 30 tonnes. Around 80
percent of pumpkins are produced on
the sandy chars of the Teesta riverbed.

Abdul Wahed, a farmer from Char
Jamirbari area of Kaliganj upazila
in Lalmonirhat, said he is growing
pumpkins on abandoned sandy char
land. Earlier, no crops could be grown on
these sandy chars, which would remain
barren after the monsoon water receded.

He said it costs Tk 6-7 to produce a
kilogramme of pumpkin. Last year, he
sold a kilogramme of pumpkin at Tk
17-18. This year, the price has dropped
to Tk 11-12. He has produced 3,000

kilogrammes of pumpkins on one bigha
of land, which cost him Tk 18,000. Had
he received the same price as last year, he
would have made a profit.

Nadirul Islam, a farmer from Char
Bajra area of Ulipur upazila in Kurigram,
said he has produced 12,500 kilogrammes
of pumpkins from four bighas of land. He
has sold half of the pumpkins as the price
is low, and stored the remaining half at
home.

Abdus Samad, a farmer from Char Isli
area of Gangachara upazila in Rangpur,
said 10 farmers have formed a group
to grow pumpkins on the abandoned
sandy char of the Teesta riverbed. This
year, they cultivated pumpkins on three
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hectares of land and vyielded 73 tonnes.
They spent Tk 3.7 lakh and sold 30
tonnes of pumpkins for Tk 3.6 lakh at a
rate of Tk 12 per kilogramme.

Nazrul Islam, a vegetable seller from
Gangachara area of Rangpur, said the
supply of pumpkins in the market is very
high, leading to lower prices.

Shafiqul Islam, additional director
of the Rangpur Regional DAE, said
as all the farmers harvest pumpkins
simultaneously, the market supply has
increased.

He said pumpkins can be stored at
home for six to seven months, but most
farmers are unable to store them due to
their need for cash.

SINHA MURDER
Quick execution of
convicts demanded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Ex-Forces Association
yesterday demanded the
execution of former Teknaf
OC Pradeep Kumar Das
and Inspector Liagat Ali
within seven days after
completion of the legal
proceedings in Maj (retd) Sinha murder case.

The platform of retired military and
paramilitary personnel also sought conclusion of
the death reference and appeal hearings within a
month.

At a press conference at Dhaka Reporters’
Unity, the association’s convener, Lieutenant
Commander (retd) Mehedi Hasan, said, “We want
to send a clear message to the Ministry of Home
Affairs and the Ministry of Law: no threats,
temptations, or political pressure should influence
the execution of the verdict. The sentence must be
carried out within seven working days after the
judgment is delivered.”

Member secretary Lt (retd) Saifullah Khan Saif
also spoke on the occasion.

Major (retd) Sinha was shot dead at a police
checkpoint in Baharchhara, Teknaf, on July 31,
2020, sparking nationwide outrage.

On January 31, 2022, a Cox’s Bazar court
sentenced Pradeep and Liagat to death and
handed life sentences to six other accused in the
case.

5 killed, eight hurt
in road accidents
in three districts

STAR REPORT

Five people were killed and eight others injured in
road accidents in three districts yesterday.

In Chattogram, two members of a family were
killed and seven persons injured when a pickup
skidded off the Dhaka-Chattogram highway near
Sitakunda while another van overtook the vehicle.

The deceased are Jakia Islam, 5, and Sakhina
Begum, 60.

Jamal Uddin, father of Jakia, is among the
injured, said Abdul Mobin, officer-in-charge of
Baro Aulia Highway Police Station.

The injured were initially taken to local upazila
health complex from where they were transferred
to Chattogram Medical College Hospital.

In Munshiganj, a man was killed and another
injured as a truck hit a motorcycle from behind on
the Dhaka-Mawa Expressway in Sreenagar.

Alimul, 27, died on the spot, said Abdul Kader
Jilani, officer-in-charge of Hasara Highway Police
Station.

In another accident, one Farukuzzaman, 59, was
killed as when his motorcycle skidded off a road after
hitting a roadside railing of the expressway near
Nimtala Railway Station in Sirajdikhan, said police.

In Patuakhali, seven-year-old Ibrahim alias
Jaber was Kkilled after being hit by a microbus
on Kalapara-Kuakata highway in front of the
Pakhimara Water Museum in Kuakata.

The deceased was the son of Afzal Hawlader
from Huichhanpara village near Kuakata.

and reverence

Manipuri community celebrates ancient

The  Manipuri  community
in Kamalganj upazila of
Moulvibazar  celebrated the
ancient lLai-Haraoba festival, a
vibrant cultural event rooted in
centuries-old religious tradition.

The three-day festival began
on Wednesday afternoon at the
Manipuri Cultural Complex in
Tentigaon village, with religious
rituals and folk performances
marking the opening ceremony.

Organised by the Lai Haraoba
Steering Commiittee, the festival
concluded early yesterday.

The  celebration  brought
together a diverse group of
participants. Apart from the
people of the local Manipuri
community, many  priests,
dancers, researchers, and cultural
activists from Manipur in India,
alongside representatives from
the Bangladesh National Museum,

other cultural

Unesco, and
organisations, joined the festival.

The vibrant festival also
attracted a wide range of visitors.

Ibunghal Singh, convener of
the festival committee, said the
programme included traditional
Maithai religious messages, folk
songs, dances, and various rituals.

He added that the festival
honours the deities of the
Sanamahi/Apokpa religion,
reflecting the spiritual and
cultural traditions of the Maithai
people.

Oinam Lanthai, the
committee’s member secretary,
explained that “Lai-Haraoba”
originates from “lLai Haraoba
Jagoi,” one of the oldest folk
dances in Manipuri society.

“Lai means God, Haraoba
means joy, and Jagoi means
dance — it’s a way of offering joy
to the deities through song and
dance,” he said.

The dance portrays every
phase of human and natural life
-- from creation, household life,
and farming to birth and death
— intertwined with the rhythm
of music and movement, he
said, adding, “Flements such as
Laishem Jagoi (creation dance),
Yumsharol Jagoi (household
dance), and Laisa Jagoi (maiden
dance) are performed as part of
this rich folk tradition.”

The event was organised
in collaboration with several
organisations, including the
Bangladesh National Museum,
Poroi Apokpa Marup Religious
Cultural Organization, Indian
Council for Cultural Relations
(ICCR), the Consortium of
Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Bangladesh (CIB), and Sadhana
— A Center for the Advancement
of South Asian Culture. The
programme was funded by
Unesco Bangladesh.

Thakurgaon,
Kishoreganj

STAR REPORT

Three children drowned
in Thakurgaon and
Kishoreganj yesterday.

In Thakurgaon, two
girls drowned in a pond
in Bhoisa village under
Haripur upazila.

The victims are Tazrin
Akhtar, 11, daughter
of Abdul Hakim, and
Jannatun, 10, daughter of
Jahirul Islam.

Akbar Ali, a neighbour
and relative of Tazrin, said
the two girls went to bathe
in a pond around 1:30pm
and drowned as they did
not know how to swim.

Jakaria Mandal, officer-
in-charge of Haripur Police
Station, said an unnatural
death case was filed with
the police station in this
connection.

In Kishoreganj, a four-
year-old drowned in the
Daspara area.

The victim is Aditi Rani
Das, daughter of Aubikal
Das, of Daspara village.

Bikash Das, a resident of
the same village, said Aditi
went to bathe in the Dhanu
river in front of her house
alone.

As she did not return
home, her relatives started
searching for her. Later,
they found her body
floating in the river.

Itna Police Station Sub-
Inspector Md  Alamgir
Hossain  confirmed the
incident.
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DERARTMENT OF PEACE AND CONFLICT STUDIES

'” Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Dhaka
Only Full-Fledged Department of its Kind in South Asia

PROFESSIONAL MASTERS IN

PEACE, CONFLICT
AND HUMAN RIGHTS

ABOUT THE PROGRAMME

PMPCHR is designed for Professionals
from armed forces, law enforcement
agencies, foreign missions, NGOs,
development sectors, civil services,
legal practitioners and research
organizations.

ELIGIBILITY

At least 2nd class (or CGPA 2.50)
in all exams.

Bachelor degree from any
recognized University.

Room no. 1002, 9th Floor
Social Sciences Building
+880 1719 212281

+880 1613 446004
pmpchr@du.ac.bd
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PROGRAMME FEATURES
18-month long professional programme
3 semesters
12 courses (e.g. Peace and Conflict,
Human Rights, Terrorism and
Counter Terrorism, Governance
and Development, Environment,
Migration & Refugee, Organizational
Conflict Management, Research
Paper, etc.)

Classes on Friday & Saturday

30% Online Classes

YOUR CAREEAR PATH

INGOs and NGOs
Development Partners
Research Organizations

Mpplication Deadline
24 May, 2025
Ndmission Test

30 May, 2025
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