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EC will carry
out its own
reforms: CEC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Election Commissioner AMM Nasir Uddin yesterday
said reforms that are urgent before the next election and
within the Election Commission’s jurisdiction will be
implemented by the EC itself.

He said this while talking to reporters f[ollowing
a meeting with Australian High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Susan Ryle at the EC.

“Some reforms, which are beyond the Flection
Commission’s control and involve political issues, will be
addressed through the National Consensus Commission.”

The CEC added that the meeting discussed preparations
for the 13th national election and to what extent the EC
will be able to implement the recommendations of the
Electoral Reform Commission.

On March 17, the EC objected to 10 key reform
proposals, including those on the separate authority

Farmhands remove defective grains from a pile of harvested Boro paddy using the traditional winnowing method -- tossing the
grains into the wind. With the looming threat of rain, farmers are accelerating harvest and post-harvest activities to protect their
yields. The photo was taken in West Bilpabla area in Khulna recently. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN
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“Some reforms,
which are beyond

the Election
Commission’s control

Pakistan 'M

and involve political issues, postpones
wnllhbeNadc.lresieCd through Dhaka trip Trump tells Putin after a ‘massive’ Russian missile
IR T attack on Kyiv kills at least 10, injures more than 90
Commission. R
CEC AMM Nasir Uddin =~ s, AFP, Kyiv The Ukrainian leader cut

short a trip to South Africa
to deal with the aftermath of
the deadly strikes, the latest in
a wave of large-scale Russian
acerial attacks that have killed
dozens of civilians.

“I am not happy with the
Russian strikes on KYIV,” Trump said on social
media.

“Notnecessary, and very bad timing. Vladimir,
STOP!” he said. “Lets get the Peace Deal DONE!”

Trump’s envoy Steve WitkolT is due in Russia

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

Pakistan Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar has postponed
his scheduled visit to
Bangladesh on April 27-28.
“Owing (o unforeseen
circumstances, the
Honourable Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Pakistan
is unable to wundertake
the visit to Bangladesh on
27-28 April 2025, said
SEE PAGE 6 COL 6
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Donald Trump vyesterday r ]
called on Vladimir Putin to N

halt attacks on Ukraine, in : )
a rare rebuke of the Russian

leader after Moscow fired a

barrage of missiles and drones

at Kyiv, killing at least 10 in the deadliest attack
on the capital in months.

The direct appeal to Putin came after
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky urged
his allies to put Russia under more pressure to
halt its invasion.

for delimitation of constituencies, the timing of local
government polls and the national election, and probes
against election commissioners.

In a letter to Prof Ali Riaz, co-chairman of National
Consensus Commission, the EC raised the objection to the
Electoral Reform Commission’s proposal on authorising
a parliamentary committee to investigate failures of
election commissioners.

Additionally, the EC opposed the proposed Election

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

People must
get back their
voting rights
Says Tarique

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP acting chairman
Tarique Rahman
has urged party
leaders and activists
to restore people’s
voting rights at any
cost, saying that the
sacrifices made over the past 15 years
must not be allowed to go in vain.

“Voting rights must be established
in  Bangladesh. = Through the
establishment of democracy and
voting rights, we must ensure the
economic freedom of the people,”
said Tarique.

He made the remarks while
virtually addressing training
workshops for party activists on its
31-point proposals for state reform,

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

Asif apologises
for his father’s
contractor’s
licence

STAFF
CORRESPONDENT

Asif Mahmud Shojib
Bhuyain, adviser
to the LGRD and g ~—
sports ministries, has
issued a public apology after it was
revealed that his father had obtained
a contractor’s licence.

He made the apology on his

SEE PAGE 6 COL 6
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PHANTOM OF THE SEA ... Aleopard eel, also known as honeycomb moray or “chitah bagh machh” in
Bangladesh, was recently spotted off Saint Martin’s Island in the Bay of Bengal -- a rare sighting, as little is
known about their presence here. With their black-and-white patterned bodies, these eels glide through coral
reefs like living art. Despite their sharp teeth and fierce look, they’re shy hunters, hiding in crevices and coming
out at night to catch fish and crustaceans. Their constant jaw movement, often mistaken as aggression, is simply
how they breathe. Growing up to 10 feet long, they’re popular among divers but best admired from a distance. In
the reef’s quiet corners, the leopard eel is a beautiful reminder of the wild beneath the waves.

Meghna Alam
denied bail in
extoraon case

COURT CORRESPONDENT

Ensure transparency
to regain public trust

Experts tell doctors about engagements
with pharmas, diagnostic centres

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court rejected the bail
petition of model and Miss Bangladesh
Foundation Chairperson Meghna
Alam in an extortion case yesterday.

Metropolitan Magistrate Masuma
Rahman turned down the plea, filed
by Barrister Sadman Sakib on behalf
of Meghna, upon hearing arguments
from both sides.

In the petition, lawyer Sadman
sought bail on the grounds that
no specific allegation was brought
against Meghna.

She was implicated in the case
filed with Dhanmondi Police Station
for “harassment”, argued her lawyer,
adding that as a woman, she should be
granted bail.

The prosecution opposed the
petition, saying she should not be
granted bail because the charges

Doctors must ensure transparency in their engagements with
pharmaceutical companies and diagnostic centres to regain public
trust and restore the image of the profession, senior physicians and
officials said yesterday.

They stressed thatbeyond legal safeguards, genuine public confidence
is essential for doctors’” safety, and that the healthcare system must
remain free from politicisation for the greater good.

The remarks were made during a discussion held to mark Doctors’
Week at Bangladesh Medical University (BMU), organised by 11 doctors’
associations.

BMU Vice-Chancellor Prof Shahinul Alam said that politicisation
remains a major challenge within the country’s healthcare system,
warning that the sector will continue to lag behind unless politics is
kept at bay.

He added that doctors must align their own demands with those
of the public so that citizens will advocate on their behalf, noting that
physicians are often unfairly blamed for systemic failures.

“We won’t be able to show our faces to society unless we strengthen
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