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PRICES OF KEY ESSENTIALS 
IN DHAKA CITY

Fine rice (kg)

Coarse rice (kg)

Loose flour (kg)

Lentil (kg)

Soybean (litre)

Potato (kg)

Onion (kg)

Egg (4 pcs)

PRICE 
(APR 24, 

2025)

Tk 72-Tk 85

Tk 50-Tk 57

Tk 40-Tk 45

Tk 105-Tk 110

Tk 165-Tk 172

Tk 20-Tk 25

Tk 40-Tk 65

Tk 40-Tk 45

% CHANGES 
FROM A 

MONTH AGO 

0

1.90

0

0

4.66

-10.00

40.00

2.41

% CHANGE 
FROM A 

YEAR AGO

12.14

2.88

-3.41

0

10.49

-57.14

-16.00

3.66

SOURCE: TCB

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Standard Chartered Bank has entered 
into a strategic partnership agreement 
with Biman Bangladesh Airlines, to 
establish the airline’s first Regional 
Treasury Centre (RTC).

Md Shafiqur Rahman, managing 
director and CEO of the national flag 
carrier, and Naser Ezaz Bijoy, chief 
executive officer of Standard Chartered 
Bangladesh, signed the agreement at 
a ceremony held in Dhaka recently, 
according to a press release.

Commenting on the development, 
Rahman said, “The establishment of 
our first Regional Treasury Centre, in 
collaboration with Standard Chartered, 
marks a significant milestone in Biman’s 
journey of financial modernisation. We 
look forward to deepening this strategic 
relationship as we continue to enhance 
our financial capabilities.”

Naser Ezaz Bijoy added, “We are proud 
to partner with Biman Bangladesh 

Airlines in launching their first Regional 
Treasury Centre—an important step 
towards enhancing financial efficiency 

and resilience.”
“At Standard Chartered, we are 

committed to delivering innovative, 

technology-driven solutions that leverage 
our unique global footprint to support the 
growth ambitions of national champions 
across borders,” he continued.

This initiative represents a landmark 
achievement in Biman’s financial 
transformation and underscores its 
dedication to operational excellence.

The RTC will centralise Biman’s 
treasury operations across its 
international markets, enabled by 
Standard Chartered’s Host-to-Host (H2H) 
solution. This cutting-edge platform 
will harness the bank’s extensive global 
network and advanced technological 
capabilities.

With a presence in over 50 countries, 
Standard Chartered has long served as 
a trusted partner to Biman in global 
liquidity management and payment 
processing. The H2H solution offers a fully 
automated, near real-time system that 
streamlines payments and reconciliation, 
reduces manual intervention, enhances 
operational efficiency, and mitigates risk.

StanChart, Biman collaborate to 
open ‘regional treasury centre’

Md Shafiqur Rahman, managing director and CEO of Biman Bangladesh Airlines, and 
Naser Ezaz Bijoy, chief executive officer of Standard Chartered Bangladesh, pose for 
photographs during the signing ceremony of the agreement in Dhaka recently. 
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Guardian Life Insurance Limited has 
settled insurance claims amounting 
to approximately Tk 129 crore 
during the first quarter (Q1) of 2025.

According to a press release, of 
the total settlement, death insurance 
claims accounted for Tk 77 crore, 
health-related claims totalled Tk 
39 crore, while policy maturity 
and other claims comprised 
approximately Tk 13 crore.

One of Guardian Life’s core 
priorities is the prompt settlement 
of claims. Demonstrating this 
commitment, 95 percent of claims 
were settled within just three working 

days during the previous quarter.
Additionally, the company is 

currently providing insurance 
services to employees of over 
450 local and multinational 
organisations. In Q1 2025, leading 
telecom operator Robi and several 

other prominent companies 
partnered with Guardian Life for 
corporate insurance solutions.

The insurer has now brought 
more than 12.6 million people 
under its insurance coverage and 

continues to work actively to extend 
coverage to an even larger portion of 
the population.

Sheikh Rakibul Karim, additional 
managing director and acting chief 
executive officer of the life insurer, 
remarked, “We are working to make 
insurance services accessible to 
all. Our aim is to build customer 
trust through transparency and 
accountability in this sector.”

“As a reflection of this 
commitment, we are ensuring 
claim settlements within just three 
working days,” he added.

Customers are also benefiting 
from Guardian Life’s 24/7 helpline 
service (16622). 

Guardian Life settles Tk 129cr 
in insurance claims in Q1

Eastern Bank, CPA deal to launch digital 
banking services at Chattogram port

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Eastern Bank PLC (EBL) has signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
with the Chittagong Port Authority (CPA) 
to inaugurate advanced digital banking 
services at the port.

Rear Admiral SM Moniruzzaman, 
chairman of CPA, and Ali Reza Iftekhar, 
managing director and chief executive 
officer of EBL, signed the MoU in Dhaka 
recently, the bank stated in a press release. 

Commenting on the collaboration, 
Moniruzzaman stated, “The 
implementation of digital banking 
services at Chattogram port marks a 
significant milestone in our pursuit 
of a smarter and more efficient port 
infrastructure.”

“We are pleased to partner with EBL in 
this endeavour, which will not only bolster 

operational efficiency but also serve as a 
benchmark for modern ports across the 
globe,” the CPA chairman added.

Ali Reza Iftekhar stated, “In this 
collaboration with the Chittagong Port 
Authority, our objective is to transform 

the port’s financial ecosystem by 
introducing secure, streamlined digital 
banking solutions.”

He further remarked, “This initiative 
underscores our unwavering commitment 
to innovation and excellence, and we 
take pride in leading this transformative 
journey.”

The partnership aims to augment the 
efficiency of financial transactions at the 
port by deploying secure, modern digital 
payment and collection systems.

As part of this strategic initiative, EBL 
and CPA will jointly develop an integrated 
digital ecosystem designed to facilitate 
seamless financial transactions for all 
port users via EBL’s advanced digital 
banking platform.

Senior executives from both 
organisations were also present at the 
signing ceremony.

Rear Admiral SM Moniruzzaman, chairman of Chittagong Port Authority, and Ali 
Reza Iftekhar, managing director and CEO of Eastern Bank PLC, pose for group 
photographs after signing the memorandum of understanding in Dhaka recently. 
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Romana Rouf Chowdhury 
has been re-elected as 
chairman of Bank Asia 
Securities Limited.

The reappointment 
was confirmed during the 
company’s 14th annual 
general meeting (AGM), 
held on April 23, 2025, according to a press release.

Chowdhury is also one of the directors of Bank 
Asia PLC.

With over 26 years of experience as one of the 
country’s foremost industrialists, she is widely 
acclaimed for founding several successful ventures 
within the food industry.

She currently holds the position of managing 
director at Sea Resources Group, Sea Fishers 
Limited, and Sea Natural Foods Limited.

In addition, she is a director of several 
sister concerns of the Rangs Group, further 
underscoring her expansive professional portfolio.

Chowdhury boasts an impressive academic 
background, having graduated from BRAC 
University and earned an MBA from the Florida 
Institute of Technology in the United States. She 
has also pursued executive education at prestigious 
institutions, including Columbia Business School 
and Harvard Business School, the US.

Romana Rouf 
Chowdhury 
re-elected as 
chairman of Bank 
Asia Securities

Representatives of global businesses and organisations gather at a luncheon hosted by KM Mozibul Hoque, 
chairman of TAS Group and honorary consul of Yemen, during the Earthna Summit in Doha recently. Lauren 
Dreger, vice-president for global engagement at SpaceX, Nevvena, vice-president of Philip Morris International, 
Richard Griffiths, senior adviser to Elon Musk, Kristina Murrin, chief executive officer of The King Charles 
Foundation, and Prof Luis G Franceschi, assistant secretary-general of The Commonwealth, were present. 
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Singer Bangladesh Limited has 
declared a 10 percent cash dividend 
for the year 2024.

The announcement was made 
during the company’s 45th annual 
general meeting (AGM), held 
virtually yesterday, according to a 
press release.

Can Dincer, director of the 
company, presided over the meeting.

In his address, Dincer stated, 

“In March 2024, we launched our 
first Singer-Beko concept store in 
Dhaka. The opening of this store 
marked a significant milestone and 

has elevated the standard of retail 
excellence, delivering a global retail 
experience to our customers in 
Bangladesh.”

He further added, “In January 

2025, we formally commenced 
production at our newly inaugurated, 
modern manufacturing plant 
located in the Bangladesh Special 
Economic Zone (BSEZ).”

A substantial number of 
shareholders participated virtually 
in the AGM, where they shared 
suggestions aimed at improving 
the company’s performance. These 
inputs were received positively 
and addressed accordingly by the 
management.

Singer declares 10% cash 
dividend for 2024


