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Hit by train, 3 
die in Cumilla
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Cumilla

Three boys died after 
being hit by a train in 
Madhabpur area of 
Cumilla’s Burichang 
upazila early yesterday.

The victims were 
struck by a train on the 
Chattogram-bound line, 
said Sohel Molla, a sub-
inspector and in-charge 
of Cumilla Sadar Railway 
Police Outpost.

Two of the deceased 
were identified as Saiful 
Islam, 18, and Md Tuhin, 
17. The identity of the 
other deceased could not 
be known immediately, he 
said.

Prasanjit Chakrabarty, 
station master of Sadar 
Rasulpur Rail Station, 
said the incident occurred 
between 3:45am and 
4:00am when the 
C h a t t o g r a m - b o u n d 
Udayan Express hit the 
three.

Railway police said 
bodies will be handed 
over to families after legal 
procedures. 
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61 pro-AL lawyers 
get HC bail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court has granted bail to 61 pro-Awami 
League lawyers in a case filed over the assault 
and attempted murder of fellow lawyers during 
the anti-discrimination student movement.

The bench of Justice Abu Taher Mohammad 
Saifur Rahman and Justice Kazi Ebadot 
Hossain granted the bail on Tuesday and 
yesterday following 15 bail petitions filed by 
the accused lawyers, said Additional Attorney 
General Abdul Jabbar Bhuiyan.

The HC has granted the bail considering 
that there were no specific allegations against 
the accused lawyers, he said.

SINHA MURDER

HC starts hearing 
of death reference 
and appeals
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday started hearing on 
the death reference and appeals filed by the 
convicts in Major (retd) Sinha Md Rashed 
Khan murder case. 

The bench of Justice Md Mostafizur 
Rahman and Justice Md Sagir Hossain began 
the hearing with Deputy Attorney Generals 
Shamima Sultana Dipti and Md Jashim Sarker 
read out from the FIR, charge sheet and verdict. 

On January 31, 2022, Cox’s Bazar District 
and Sessions Judge Mohammad Ismail 
sentenced Pradeep Kunar Das, suspended OC 
of Teknaf Police Station, and suspended SI 
Liaqat Ali to death and also six others to life 
term imprisonment. Sinha was killed in police 
firing at Baharchhara police check post on 
Marine Drive road in Teknaf on July 31, 2020.

Man gets life term 
for rape
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A Chattogram court yesterday sentenced a 
man to life imprisonment for raping a girl in 
the district’s Fatickchhari upazila in 2013.

The convict, Khokon Uddin, was sent to 
jail after Judge Ferdous Ara of Chattogram 
Women and Children Repression Prevention 
Tribunal-7 delivered the verdict. 

The court found him guilty beyond doubt by 
examining evidence, and testimonies of seven 
witnesses. According to case documents, 
Khokon raped the 16-year-old girl on May 9, 
2023. Later, the victim’s father filed a case.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

The long-anticipated regular sea 
truck service on the Cox’s Bazar-
Maheshkhali waterway will begin 
from today, according to the 
Bangladesh Inland Water Transport 
Authority (BIWTA).

The 250-seat sea truck will operate 
three times a day in both directions.

Passengers boarding from Jetty No 
6 in Cox’s Bazar will pay a fare of Tk 50, while those 
boarding from Nuniachhara Ghat will pay Tk 40, said 
BIWTA officials.

Residents of Maheshkhali expressed excitement 
over the launch, saying it will ease travel difficulties 
and reduce the influence of syndicates that have long 
controlled the route. Due to tourist attractions like the 
Adinath Temple, the island sees visitors year-round.

BIWTA Assistant Director at Cox’s Bazar Md 
Khairuzzaman said, “A trial run was conducted from 
last Friday, and the decision to run the service regularly 
from Thursday has now been finalised.”

COX’S BAZAR-MAHESHKHALI

Ferry service 
begins today

TAHIRA SHAMSI UTSA

Although Bangladesh has made 
significant progress in reducing 
mortality in children under five over 
the past decade, saving newborns 
-- especially in the first weeks of life 
-- remains a major challenge.

A key factor behind the progress 
has been the introduction of Special 
Care Newborn Units (SCANUs) by 
the health ministry in 2009. These 
units, focused on treating vulnerable 
infants, have saved countless lives.

However, a recent study has 
raised concerns about their current 
condition, revealing operational 
issues that could threaten future 
progress.

While most medical equipment 
in SCANUs and Newborn Stabiliser 
Units (NSUs) is still functional, 
around 25 percent is either non-
functional but repairable or beyond 
repair.

This was found in a study titled 
“Strengthening Special Care 
Newborn Units in Bangladesh: 
An Extensive Assessment and 
Improvement Strategies.” 

The study -- conducted by Pyae 
Phyo Then Chao, Zahid Hassan, and 

Dewan Md Emdadul Hoque of Unicef 
Bangladesh -- was presented at a 
conference titled “Quality Newborn 
Care at Facility and Home: A Pathway 
to Healthier Future” yesterday. 

The event, focused on future 
strategies for improving newborn 
care, was organised by the 
Bangladesh Neonatal Forum (BNF) 
with support from Unicef at the 
Bangladesh China Friendship 
Conference Center in Dhaka.

According to the study, ageing 
infrastructure is a major concern, 
with 38 percent of SCANUs and 42.8 
percent of NSUs using equipment 
that is over 10 years old.

The study also revealed that 
32.1 percent of ventilators and 42.8 
percent of infant incubators are 
repairable. However, functionality 
remains low for critical devices like 
pulse oximeters (71.7 percent) and 
infant incubators (57.1 percent).

Neonatal mortality still high 
at 20 per 1,000 births

Experts stress better care, equipment, community-level intervention

According to the UN Inter-
agency Group for Child 

Mortality Estimation 
(UN IGME), over 100,000 
children in Bangladesh 

died before age five in 2023 
-- nearly two-thirds of them 

within the first 28 days of life.
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Children enjoying a playful bath in a pond using banana stems as floats in Rajshahi’s Tanore upazila. Scorching heat has been sweeping 
across various upazilas of the district for the past few days. Yesterday, the temperature in Rajshahi reached 39 degrees Celsius.
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