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He said the current 
government had directed 
the prosecution to expedite 
proceedings. “Since I took 
charge last October, I’ve 
been instructed to ensure 
quick disposal. We’re under 
pressure to complete it, 
and I hope it’ll be resolved 
by next year.”

Sifat Khanam of 
Bangladesh Legal Aid and 
Services Trust (BLAST) 
presented updates on 
the case and outlined 
several legal and policy 
recommendations. 

She suggested forming a 
monitoring team of lawyers, 
journalists, trade unionists, 
and other private sector 
stakeholders to regularly 
track case progress.

She recommended 
daily hearings in Sessions 
and Labour Courts for 
all pending cases and 
proposed that the High 
Court assign a dedicated 
bench for pending petitions 
related to Rana Plaza. 

She also urged the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
and police to actively pursue 
outstanding arrest warrants 
and hold those responsible 
for delays accountable.

On compensation and 
rehabilitation, Sifat said 
victims of Rana Plaza 
-- and other workplace 
disasters like Tazreen -- 
should receive adequate 
compensation. She 
called for a national-level 
rehabilitation framework 
with a monitoring 
mechanism to ensure long-
term support for victims.

Sara Hossain, honorary 

executive director of 
BLAST and senior Supreme 
Court lawyer, said ensuring 
justice and accountability 
is essential.

She stressed the 
importance of uncovering 
the full truth about the 
tragedy.

She urged the Labour 
Reform Commission 
to ensure a speedy trial 
in the case and include 
rehabilitation in labour 
laws. She also proposed a 
dedicated court for faster 
proceedings.

Syed Sultan Uddin 
Ahmed, head of Labour 
Reform Commission, said 
failing to treat Rana Plaza 
as a national issue was a 
missed opportunity. 

He proposed creating a 
comprehensive database 
of injured workers to 
meet their medical and 
financial needs, expressing 
hope that justice could be 
delivered before 2026.

Taslima Akhter, a 
commission member and 
labour organiser, said, 
“Impunity has thrived 
for 15 years. Even after 
Rana Plaza, many accused 
remain free. We need unity 
to demand justice.”

Sharmin Sultana, 
BLAST panel lawyer; AKM 
Nasim, former president of 
Bangladesh Labour Court 
Bar Association; and Md 
Rajekuzzaman Ratan, 
president of Samajtantrik 
Sramik Front, also spoke at 
the event. 

The programme was 
moderated by BLAST 
Director (Legal) Md Borkot 
Ali.
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He expresses hope that 
the government will take 
measures to ensure the 
election aligns with the 
people’s expectations, 
saying, “There’s no 
alternative to the 
election.” 

Meanwhile, at a 
meeting, BNP leader 
Amir Khasru has stressed 
the urgent need for 
clarity to prevent further 
uncertainty, saying, 
“Currently, the absence of 
an election announcement 
or roadmap by December is 
creating doubt, hesitation. 
Therefore, this needs to be 
addressed.”

The meeting was held 
with Ganoforum leaders 
at the BNP Chairperson’s 
Gulshan office.

“...Every party has 
already submitted their 
reform proposals to the 
government. Where has 
the government reached 
a consensus? Why is this 
not being presented to the 
public? This is the question 
everyone is asking,” he told 
reporters.

A 12-member delegation 
of Ganoforum met BNP 
leader Amir Khasru 
and Vice-Chairman 
Barkatullah Bulu.

Neonatal mortality
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Despite these issues, 
Bangladesh’s broader child 
health indicators reflect 
substantial progress, said 
the study.

According to the 
Bangladesh Demographic 
and Health Survey 2022, 
the under-five mortality 
rate has dropped to 31 
per 1,000 live births, 
nearing the Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) 
target of 25 by 2030.

However, neonatal 
mortality, accounting for 
the majority of under-five 
deaths, remains high at 20 
per 1,000 live births, far 
from the SDG goal of 12, it 
said.

According to the 
study, Bangladesh aims 
to establish 62 SCANUs 
and 111 NSUs nationwide 
by 2025 to improve access 
to life-saving care for 
newborns.

However, researchers 
stressed that expanding 
facilities alone won’t 
be enough. Stronger 
maintenance practices, 
equipment upgrades, and 
better resource allocation 
are crucial for improving 
care for the most vulnerable 
infants.

According to the UN 

Inter-agency Group for 
Child Mortality Estimation 
(UN IGME), over 100,000 
children in Bangladesh 
died before age five in 
2023 --  nearly two-thirds 
of them within the first 28 
days of life.

To meet SDG targets, 
Bangladesh must save 
an additional 28,000 
newborns every year. This 
requires renewed efforts 
in maternal and newborn 
health, both in hospitals 
and at the community 
level, the study said. 

At the conference, 
Bridget Job-Johnson, 
deputy representative (OIC) 
of Unicef Bangladesh, said 
“Bangladesh has made 
remarkable progress in 
reducing newborn and 
maternal deaths, but we’re 
still losing a newborn 
every 8 minutes -- often 
from preventable causes 
like prematurity, low birth 
weight, birth asphyxia, and 
infection.”

“To accelerate progress, 
we must support mothers 
and adolescents, improve 
nutrition, promote 
healthy birth spacing, 
and raise awareness to 
end preventable newborn 
and maternal deaths,” she 
added.

Student bodies gear
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in their groundwork. 
“We’ve won Jucsu elections 
before. Students trust us,” 
said Jahir Uddin Babor, 
convener of JU JCD.

However, he questioned 
the administration’s 
impartiality, noting that BCL 
members involved in past 
attacks remain unpunished 
and some continue to reside 
in dorms despite bans.

Riddha Anindya 
Ganguly, general secretary 
of a faction of JU unit 
of Chhatra Union, said, 
“We’ve submitted a revised 
charter, but with partisan 
figures in administrative 
roles, the integrity of the 
election is in doubt.”

Sojib Ahmed Genich 
of Samajtantrik Chhatra 
Front cited the unresolved 
case of Shamim Molla’s 
murder, blaming 
administrative protection 
for the lack of justice.

Touhid Mohammad 
Siam, senior joint convener 
of Bangladesh Gonotantrik 
Chhatra Sangsad, said, “We 
were at the forefront of 
the July movement. If the 
administration shows any 
bias, we’ll take to the streets 
again.”

Responding to the 
allegations, pro-VC 
(Administration) Prof Dr 
Sohel Ahmed said, “The 
claims are baseless. I’ve 
always stood with students 
advocating for justice and 
have supported disciplinary 
action against those 
involved in the July attacks, 
regardless of affiliation.” 

He also denied any role in 
facilitating attacks during 
the 2019 anti-VC protests.

Amid these tensions, 
several student groups 
-- including JCD and left-
leaning organisations 
-- have demanded the 
exclusion of Islami Chhatra 
Shibir from the polls, citing 
security reasons. 

They said allowing Shibir 
could legitimise the return 
of other controversial 
groups to campus politics.

JU Shibir President 
Muhibur Rahman Muhib, 
however, defended their 
participation. “This is the 
first time in 35 years we’ve 
been able to work openly. 
We want to collaborate 
with those who stood for 
change in July,” he said. 

He also criticised the 
administration’s failure 
to address non-student 
occupancy in dorms 
and said they are closely 
monitoring developments.

Regarding students’ 
doubts about the timely 
and fair conduct of the 
Jucsu polls, the pro-VC 
declined to comment. 
However, he acknowledged 
that many individuals 
who have completed their 
studies are still residing in 
the dormitories. “We will 
take action against them.”

Most of the student 
organisations opposed a 
clause that designates the 
vice chancellor as the Jucsu 
president and demanded 
that the position be directly 
elected by students.

Prof Md Maniruzzaman, 
chief election 
commissioner for the Jucsu 
polls, said preparations are 
underway, including voter 
list finalisation and a draft 
code of conduct.” 

“However, the 
administration has yet to 
update the commission on 
charter reform progress 
or confirm the schedule. 
We’re ready to conduct the 
election if instructed within 
the May 21 timeline,” he said.

Victims still await justice as trials
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is currently behind bars. 
Thirty-one are out on bail, 
six are absconding, and 
three have died. 

In 2017, Rana was also 
sentenced to three years in 
prison in a separate graft 
case.
BUILDING CODE 

VIOLATION CASE

Rajuk filed the second case 
on the day of the collapse 
for violating building codes 
while constructing Rana 
Plaza. 

Charges were pressed 
against Sohel Rana and 17 
others on May 24, 2015, 
and indictments followed 
on June 14, 2016. 

However, the trial is still 
pending at the additional 
chief judicial magistrate’s 
court of Dhaka.

Assistant Public 
Prosecutor Estiyak Hossain 
Zipu said the proceedings 
had been delayed due 
to the High Court stay 
orders, which were recently 
scrapped. 

He expressed hope that 
the trial will start soon.
VICTIMS STILL WAIT 

FOR JUSTICE 

Nilufar Yasmin, who 
used to work as a sewing 
operator on the fifth floor, 
was rescued nine and a half 

hours after the collapse. 
She suffered severe 

injuries to her spine, legs, 
and head, and despite 
receiving treatment for 
a long time, she has not 
recovered enough to return 
to normal life. 

Speaking to The Daily 
Star, she said, “It [the collapse] 
was murder. We have been 
demanding compensation, 
rehabilitation, medical care, 
and punishment for the 
owner. None of our demands 
have been met to this day.”

Nilufar now lives with 
disabilities and in extreme 
hardship. “My husband 
and children left me. I 
used to sell betel leaves and 
cigarettes on the streets to 
survive. Now, due to illness, 
I’m stuck at home. I can’t 
afford medicine or food. 
Without help, I’ll die of 
starvation,” she said.

“After the fall of the 
Hasina government, we had 
hoped that our demands 
would finally be met. But 
this government, too, is not 
addressing our concerns,” 
she also said.

Monir Hossain, a former 
worker on the fourth floor, 
was rescued after nine days. 
He suffered eye and spinal 
injuries. 

“The collapse destroyed 

our lives. Those responsible 
for the deaths of so many 
of our colleagues have not 
been brought to book. In 12 
years, not a single demand 
has been fulfilled. We still 
hope this government will 
deliver justice,” he said.

[Our Savar 
correspondent contributed 
to this report.]
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Six persons have so far been 
arrested in connection 
with the murder.

On Tuesday, a team of 
Rab-11 and police arrested 
Hridoy Miazi, 23, from Titas 
upazila in Cumilla. Hridoy is 
the joint member secretary 
of the Banani Thana 
Committee of Students 
Against Discrimination 
(SAD), according to the case 
statement.

Hridoy was placed on a 
seven-day remand yesterday.

Parvez, 24, was stabbed to 
death in front of the campus 
in Banani on Saturday. His 
cousin Humayun Kabir filed 
a murder case with Banani 
Police Station early Sunday, 
naming eight individuals -- 
including two SAD leaders 
-- and 25 to 30 unidentified 
others.


