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US VP warns of 
‘very dark time’ 
without close US-
India ties
REUTERS, Jaipur

The United States wants to sell more energy and 
defence equipment to India to build closer ties, Vice 
President JD Vance said yesterday, praising Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi repeatedly as talks over a 
trade deal progress.

Visiting the northwestern Indian city of Jaipur, 
Vance hailed what he called India’s vitality over the 
“sameness and flatness” of some Western nations. His 
remarks followed criticism by US President Donald 
Trump of steep Indian tariffs on cars, farm goods and 
other products, reports Reuters.

The rebalancing of global trade because of Trump’s 
tariff actions is “going to produce great benefits for the 
people of India,” Vance said.

“If India and the United States work together 
successfully, we’re going to see a 21st century that is 
prosperous and peaceful,” Vance told the audience.

“But I also believe that if we fail to work together 
successfully, the 21st century could be a very dark time 
for all of humanity,” he said.

Myanmar junta 
extends post-quake 
truce
AFP, Yangon

Myanmar’s junta yesterday prolonged a ceasefire 
declared after last month’s devastating earthquake to 
April 30, after aid groups and international mediators 
called for an extension to ease relief efforts.

The junta -- which seized power in a 2021 coup 
sparking a many-sided civil war -- said it would cease 
attacking its myriad armed opponents following the 
magnitude-7.7 quake which has killed more than 
3,700.

Conflict monitors and residents in combat zones 
say fighting continued on both sides during the 20-
day truce, declared to spur aid delivery in Myanmar’s 
central belt and which was due to expire at midnight 
(1730 GMT).

The ceasefire was extended to April 30 “aiming to 
continue the rebuilding and rehabilitation process 
with momentum”, the junta information team said in 
a statement.

The body of Pope Francis is placed in an open casket during the rite of the declaration of death in Santa Marta 
residence at the Vatican. The photo was taken on Monday and released yesterday. Pope Francis’ funeral will be 
held on Saturday in St Peter’s Square, Roman Catholic cardinals decided yesterday, setting the stage for a solemn 
ceremony that will draw leaders from around the world.

Trump approval rating dips
Finds Reuters poll; many Americans wary of his wielding of power

REUTERS, Washington

President Donald Trump’s public 
approval rating edged down to its 
lowest level since his return to the 
White House, as Americans showed 
signs of wariness over his efforts to 
broaden his power, a Reuters/Ipsos 
poll that closed on Monday found.

Some 42 percent of respondents 
to the six-day poll approved of 
Trump’s performance as president, 
down from 43 percent in a Reuters/
Ipsos poll conducted three weeks 
earlier, and from 47 percent in 
the hours after his January 20 
inauguration.

The start of Trump’s term has left 
his political opponents stunned as 
he has signed dozens of executive 
orders expanding his influence over 
both government departments and 
over private institutions such as 

universities and law firms.
While Trump’s approval rating 

remains higher than the ratings 
seen during most of his Democratic 
predecessor’s presidency, the results 
of the Reuters/Ipsos poll suggest 
many Americans are uncomfortable 
with his moves to punish universities 
he sees as too liberal and to install 
himself as the board chair of the 
Kennedy Center, a major theater and 
cultural institution in Washington.

Some 83 percent of the 4,306 
respondents said that the US 
president must obey federal court 
rulings even if he doesn’t want to. 
Trump administration officials could 
face criminal contempt charges for 
violating a federal judge’s order halting 
deportations of alleged members of a 
Venezuelan gang who had no chance 
to challenge their removals. 

Fifty-seven percent - including 
one-third of Republicans - disagreed 
with the statement that “it’s okay 
for a US president to withhold 
funding from universities if the 
president doesn’t agree with how 
the university is run.”

Trump, who has argued 
universities are failing to fight 
antisemitism, has frozen vast sums 
of federal money budgeted for US 
universities, including more than $2 
billion for Harvard University alone.

Kremlin warns against 
rushing Ukraine talks
AFP, Kyiv

The Kremlin yesterday warned against rushing Ukraine 
peace talks, pushing back on US President Donald 
Trump’s hopes for a speedy deal the day before Ukraine’s 
allies are set to meet in London.

Trump, who promised on the campaign trail to strike 
a deal between Moscow and Kyiv in 24 hours, has in three 
months failed to wrangle concessions from the Russian 
president to halt his invasion.
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HC gives task force
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Moreover, forensic evidence 
related to the case has been 
sent to the United States, 
and the task force is waiting 
for the report.

Therefore, more time is 
required to complete the 
investigation, he added.

The High Court has 
fixed October 22 for further 
hearing on the issue.

On September 30 last 
year, another HC bench 
led by Justice Farah 
Mahbub — now a judge of 
the Appellate Division — 
ordered the home ministry 
to transfer the investigation 
responsibility from the 
Rapid Action Battalion 
(Rab) and to constitute a 
high-powered task force.

The task force was 
tasked with completing 
the investigation and 
submitting a report to 
the High Court within six 
months.

That deadline expired 
on March 31 this year.

The bench had issued 
that order in response to a 
government petition filed 
on September 29 last year, 
which sought modification 
of a previous HC directive 
from April 18, 2012. That 
directive had ordered the 
inspector general of police 
to transfer the case from 
the Detective Branch of 
police to Rab.

However, Rab failed to 
complete the probe and 
has sought time extensions 
from trial courts 118 times.

On Sunday, Advocate 

Mohammad Shishir 
Manir, principal lawyer for 
the complainants in the 
Sagar-Runi murder case, 
informed the HC bench led 
by Justice Fatema Najib of 
the expired deadline and 
sought necessary orders.

On Saturday, Additional 
Inspector General of Police 
and Chief of the Police 
Bureau of Investigation 
(PBI) Md Mustafa Kamal, 
who is leading the task 
force, told The Daily Star 
that their investigation has 
yet to make any headway 
into the murder case.

Meanwhile, the PBI 
headquarters yesterday 
issued a statement refuting 
media reports that claimed 
the additional attorney 
general, in his submission 
to the HC, mentioned a 
fire incident that destroyed 
some files kept by the 
Detective Branch related to 
the case.

Sagar Sarwar, the news 
editor of private TV channel 
Maasranga, and his wife, 
Meherun Runi, a senior 
reporter at ATN Bangla, 
were brutally murdered in 
their rented flat in West 
Rajabazar on February 11, 
2012. Their five-year-old 
son, Mahir Sarowar Megh, 
was at home during the 
incident.

Runi’s brother, Nawsher 
Alam Roman, filed a 
murder case with the Sher-
e-Bangla Nagar Police 
Station the following 
day, without naming any 
suspects.


