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US STATE DEPT
Trump draft
order calls
for drastic

restructure
CNBC ONLINE

The Trump administration
could soon roll out
sweeping changes to the
US State Department,
according to a draft
executive order obtained
by CNBC that lays out
what it calls a “disciplined
reorganization” of the
nation’s diplomatic service.
The 16-page draft order,
which is not dated, would
dramatically upend the
department if it is enacted
— shuttering American
embassies across Southern
Africa and eliminating
burcaus that work on
issues like democracy and
human rights, as well as
international organizations
like the United Nations.

Israel carried

out ‘summary

executions’

Says Gaza civil
defence on medic
Killings

AFP, Gaza City

Gaza’s civil defence agency
yesterday accused the
Israeli military of carrying
out “summary executions”
in the killing of 15 rescue
workers  last  month,
rejecting the findings of an
internal probe by the army.

The medics and other
rescue  workers  were
killed when responding to
distress calls near Gaza’s
southern city of Rafah early
on March 23, days into
Israel's renewed offensive
in the Hamas-run territory.

Among those Kkilled
were cight Red Crescent
staff members, six from
the Gaza civil defence
rescue agency and one
employee of UNRWA, the
UN agency for Palestinian
refugees, according to the
UN humanitarian agency
OCHA and Palestinian
rescuers.
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Israeli army excavators demolish two Palestinian buildings in Nilin north west of Ramallah in the occupied
West Bank, yesterday. The buildings fall in the so-called Area C designated by the 1995 Oslo Accords, occupied
Palestinian territory which remains under full Israeli control.

Russia resumes .air
attacks on Ukraine

Ukraine’s air force downs 42 attack drones;
Trump hopes Moscow, Kyiv will make
ceasefire deal this week

AFP, Kyiv

Russia yesterday launched a wave of
aerial attacks at Ukraine in an abrupt
end to a fragile 30-hour Faster truce
between the two sides.

The renewed strikes, confirmed by
both Moscow and Kyiv, cast doubt on
Donald Trump’s hopes for a broader
ceasefire between the (wo
sides, hours after the US
President said he hoped
a“deal” couldbe struck
this week. ‘

“With the end of |
the ceasefire, the |
Armed Forces of the
Russian Federation
continued o
conduct the special
military  operation,”
the Russian army said in
a statement, using its term
for the military offensive.

Both sides had accused the other
of thousands of instances of violating
the supposed ceasefire, announced by
Russian President Vladimir Putin on
Saturday.

Just hours after the truce ended
at midnight local time (2100 GMT)
Sunday, Ukrainian officials reported
renewed drone and missile strikes on
the Dnipropetrovsk, Mykolaiv and
Kherson regions.

Sergiy ILysak, the governor of
Dnipropetrovsk, said Russia “launched
drones” at the eastern region.

One home was damaged and a fire
broke out at a food establishment, but
no injuries have been reported, he said
on Telegram.

Ukraine’s air force said it downed 42

Russianattack dronesin an overnight
attack starting at 2:00 am

yesterday. The surprise
5 30-hour ceasefire was
y declared by Putin on
Saturday, who said
it was motivated
by  “humanitarian
reasons”.

Putin’s ceasefire
declaration came
after US President
Donald Trump said
Iriday he would end
Washington’s efforts to
halt the war unless the two

sides moved towards an accord.

On Sunday he expressed hopes the
two sides could strike an agreement
in the coming days, though did not
claborate on what he had in mind.

“Hopefully Russia and Ukraine will
make a deal this week,” he said on his
Truth Social platform.

Trump had earlier tabled a ceasefire
proposal, which was accepted by
Ukraine but rebuffed by Russia.
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Indian troops
Kkill eight
Maoist rebels

AFP, New Delhi

Indian commandos shot
dead eight Maoist rebels
in eastern India yesterday,
police said, as security
forces ramp up efforts to

crush the long running
conflict.
More than 10,000

people have been Kkilled
in the decades-long
insurgency waged by the
rebels, who say they are
fighting for the rights of
marginalised groups.

The latest gunfight
broke out early yesterday in
the forested areas of Bokaro
district in the mineral-rich
state of Jharkhand.

NCP relieves its jt member secy

FROM PAGE 12

and taking a cut from
procurement of papers for
textbooks under the National
Curriculum and Textbook
Board (NCTB)".

The development came
a day after the NCP formed
a 12-member disciplinary
committee to uphold
internal ethics and enforce
organisational  discipline,
in line with a resolution
adopted at its third general
meeting on April 19.

The notice, signed by NCP
Convener Nahid Islam and
Member Secretary Akhter
Hossen, also directed Tanvir
to submit an explanation

within seven days, stating
why he should not be
permanently expelled from
the party.

“Tanvir has been relieved
of all party duties for defying
carlier verbal warnings and
in the interest of maintaining
organisational discipline,
pending the disciplinary
committee’s final report,” said
the notice.

ASIF MAHMUD’S APS
REMOVED

In another development,
Moazzem Hossain has been
removed from the post of
assistant private secretary
(APS) to LGRD and Youth
and Sports Adviser Asif

Tributes pour in

FROM PAGE 1

World leaders paid tribute to
Francis’ moral and spiritual
leadership, and countries
began preparations to mark
his death, which will now
set off a succession scramble
among Cardinals to see who
next will lead the world’s 1.4
billion Catholics.

“Dearest brothers and
sisters, it is with deep sorrow
that I must announce the
death of our Holy Father
Francis,” said  Cardinal
Kevin Farrell in a Vatican
statement.

“This morning at 7:35am
(0535 GMT) the Bishop of
Rome, Francis, returned to
the home of the Father.

“His entire life was
dedicated to the service of
the Lord and His church,”
said the statement, released
shortly before 10:00am.

His death sets in motion
centuries-old traditions
that will culminate in the
gathering of a conclave
of cardinals (o choose a
SUCCESSOr.

In the next four to six days,
the Vatican’s cardinals will
decide on the pope’s funeral
date, which must take place
between four and six days
after his death.

In the meantime, the day-

to-day running of the tiny
Vatican City state will be
handled by the Camerlengo,
a senior cardinal, who is

currently Dublin-born
Cardinal Farrell.
Francis died in his

apartment at the Saint Martha
residence, where he had lived
since his election in March
2013, the Vatican said.

The cause of his death
would “probably” be shared
after Francis’s body is laid in
its coffin in the Saint Martha
chapel at 8:00pm (1800 GMT),
the Vatican said.

Just before that, a public
Rosary prayer was to be held in
St Peter’s Square, the Vatican
said, adding that Francis's body
would likely be transferred to
St Peter’s Basilica tomorrow to
lie in state.

Francis, born in Argentina
as Jorge Bergoglio, was the
first Jesuit to lead the Catholic
world and the first from the
Americas.

He took over after
Benedict XVI became the
first pondifT since the Middle
Ages to step down -- and cut
a sharply different figure
from the German theologian.

A football-loving former
archbishop of Buenos Aires
who was often happiest
among his flock, Francis

Mahmud Shojib Bhuyain.

A gazette notification
was issued by the public
administration ministry
yesterday.

It said the decision would
come into effect from April
8. The order noted that the
decision was made with the
adviser’s consent.

However, no explanation
was given for his removal.

Moazzem was made the
APS on August 14 last year.

His appointment letter had
mentioned that his tenure
would continue either for as
long as Asif remained in office
or as long as the adviser wished
toretain him.

sought to forge a more open
and compassionate Church.

World leaders praised him
for having strongly defended
social justice and the rights
ol migrants.

US  President Donald
Trump wrote “Rest in Peace”
on his Truth Social platform,
and his predecessor Joe
Biden, a Catholic, hailed “one
of the most consequential
leaders of our time” on X.

Chiel Adviser Professor
Muhammad Yunus has
expressed  his  deepest
condolences at the demise of
Pope Francis.

“On  behalf of the
Government and the people
of Bangladesh, we, with a
heavy heart, express our
deepest condolences at the
sad demise of His Holiness
Pope Francis, a beacon of
peace, humanity, and unity,”
he said in a letter addressed
to Cardinal Pietro Parolin,
secretary of state of the Holy
See Vatican City.

BNP acting chairman
Tarique Rahman also
expressed  his  profound

sorrow and condolences at
the passing of the Pope.
Spain declared three days
of mourning, with Argentina
announcing a full week.
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