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Trump draft 
order calls 
for drastic 
restructure
CNBC ONLINE

The Trump administration 
could soon roll out 
sweeping changes to the 
US State Department, 
according to a draft 
executive order obtained 
by CNBC that lays out 
what it calls a “disciplined 
reorganization” of the 
nation’s diplomatic service.

The 16-page draft order, 
which is not dated, would 
dramatically upend the 
department if it is enacted 
— shuttering American 
embassies across Southern 
Africa and eliminating 
bureaus that work on 
issues like democracy and 
human rights, as well as 
international organizations 
like the United Nations.

Indian troops 
kill eight 
Maoist rebels
AFP, New Delhi

Indian commandos shot 
dead eight Maoist rebels 
in eastern India yesterday, 
police said, as security 
forces ramp up efforts to 
crush the long-running 
conflict.

More than 10,000 
people have been killed 
in the decades-long 
insurgency waged by the 
rebels, who say they are 
fighting for the rights of 
marginalised groups.

The latest gunfight 
broke out early yesterday in 
the forested areas of Bokaro 
district in the mineral-rich 
state of Jharkhand.

Israeli army excavators demolish two Palestinian buildings in Nilin north west of Ramallah in the occupied 
West Bank, yesterday. The buildings fall in the so-called Area C designated by the 1995 Oslo Accords, occupied 
Palestinian territory which remains under full Israeli control. PHOTO: AFP

Russia resumes air 
attacks on Ukraine

Ukraine’s air force downs 42 attack drones; 
Trump hopes Moscow, Kyiv will make 

ceasefire deal this week
AFP, Kyiv

Russia yesterday launched a wave of 
aerial attacks at Ukraine in an abrupt 
end to a fragile 30-hour Easter truce 
between the two sides.

The renewed strikes, confirmed by 
both Moscow and Kyiv, cast doubt on 
Donald Trump’s hopes for a broader 
ceasefire between the two 
sides, hours after the US 
President said he hoped 
a “deal” could be struck 
this week.

“With the end of 
the ceasefire, the 
Armed Forces of the 
Russian Federation 
continued to 
conduct the special 
military operation,” 
the Russian army said in 
a statement, using its term 
for the military offensive.

Both sides had accused the other 
of thousands of instances of violating 
the supposed ceasefire, announced by 
Russian President Vladimir Putin on 
Saturday.

Just hours after the truce ended 
at midnight local time (2100 GMT) 
Sunday, Ukrainian officials reported 
renewed drone and missile strikes on 
the Dnipropetrovsk, Mykolaiv and 
Kherson regions.

Sergiy Lysak, the governor of 
Dnipropetrovsk, said Russia “launched 
drones” at the eastern region.

One home was damaged and a fire 
broke out at a food establishment, but 
no injuries have been reported, he said 
on Telegram.

Ukraine’s air force said it downed 42 
Russian attack drones in an overnight 

attack starting at 2:00 am 
yesterday. The surprise 

30-hour ceasefire was 
declared by Putin on 

Saturday, who said 
it was motivated 
by “humanitarian 
reasons”.

Putin’s ceasefire 
declaration came 

after US President 
Donald Trump said 

Friday he would end 
Washington’s efforts to 

halt the war unless the two 
sides moved towards an accord.

On Sunday he expressed hopes the 
two sides could strike an agreement 
in the coming days, though did not 
elaborate on what he had in mind.

“Hopefully Russia and Ukraine will 
make a deal this week,” he said on his 
Truth Social platform.

Trump had earlier tabled a ceasefire 
proposal, which was accepted by 
Ukraine but rebuffed by Russia.

Himalayan snow 
at 23-year low
Says report; lives of 2 billion 
people at risk

AFP, Islamabad

Snowfall in Asia’s Hindu Kush-Himalayan mountain 
range has reached a 23-year low, threatening nearly 
two billion people dependent on snowmelt for 
water, scientists warned in a report yesterday.

The Hindu Kush-Himalayan range, which 
stretches from Afghanistan to Myanmar, holds the 
largest reserves of ice and snow outside the Arctic 
and Antarctica and is a vital source of fresh water 
for about two billion people.

Researchers found “a significant decline in 
seasonal snow across the Hindu Kush Himalaya 
region, with snow persistence (the time snow 
remains on the ground) 23.6 percent below normal 
— the lowest in 23 years,” the International Centre for 
Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) said.

“This trend, now in its third consecutive year, 
threatens water security for nearly two billion 
people,” it said in its Snow Update Report.

The inter-governmental ICIMOD organisation 
is made up of member countries Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Myanmar, Nepal 
and Pakistan.

The study also warned of “potential lower 
river flows, increased groundwater reliance, and 
heightened drought risk”. Sher Muhammad, the 
lead author of the ICIMOD report, told AFP that 
“this year the snowfall started late in January and 
remained low in the winter season on average”.

Several countries in the region have already 
issued drought warnings, with upcoming harvests 
and access to water at risk for populations already 
facing longer, hotter, and more frequent heatwaves.

The report urged countries that rely on the 
12 major river basins in the region to develop 
“improved water management, stronger drought 
preparedness, better early warning systems, and 
greater regional cooperation”.

Israel carried 
out ‘summary 
executions’
Says Gaza civil 
defence on medic 
killings

AFP, Gaza City

Gaza’s civil defence agency 
yesterday accused the 
Israeli military of carrying 
out “summary executions” 
in the killing of 15 rescue 
workers last month, 
rejecting the findings of an 
internal probe by the army.

The medics and other 
rescue workers were 
killed when responding to 
distress calls near Gaza’s 
southern city of Rafah early 
on March 23, days into 
Israel’s renewed offensive 
in the Hamas-run territory.

Among those killed 
were eight Red Crescent 
staff members, six from 
the Gaza civil defence 
rescue agency and one 
employee of UNRWA, the 
UN agency for Palestinian 
refugees, according to the 
UN humanitarian agency 
OCHA and Palestinian 
rescuers.

Pope Francis 
shook up 
Church with 
simplicity
AFP, Vatican City

During his 12 years as 
head of Catholic Church, 
Pope Francis was a voice 
for compassion and peace, 
reformed the Vatican 
government and took 
action against clerical child 
abuse. 

Francis travelled widely, 
making 47 trips overseas 
that gave priority to what 
he called the “peripheries”, 
countries with small or 
marginalised Catholic 
communities. He regularly 
called for peace in hotspots 
such as Sudan, Gaza and 
Ukraine, and promoted 
dialogue with other faiths, 
particularly Islam.

The Vatican operates 
behind the scenes in 
many countries, with 
diplomatic successes 
including mediating the 
rapprochement between 
the United States and Cuba 
in 2014.

In 2018, the Vatican 
agreed a historic but also 
controversial deal with the 
communist government 
in Beijing over the 
appointment of bishops in 
China. But the pope’s calls 
for peace in Ukraine failed to 
have any visible impact. His 
calls for an end to fighting 
in the Middle East also fell 
flat, and he drew criticism 
from Israel in December 
after condemning strikes 
on Gaza as “cruelty”.


