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Tell me, where is my father? 
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Now a teenager and 
eighth-grade student, 
Hridi said through tears, 
“I can’t bear being without 
my father anymore. After 
August 5, we weren’t 
supposed to be standing 
like this. If there’s no one 
left in Aynaghar, then 
where are our fathers and 
uncles?”

Imon -- son of Omar 
Faruk, who disappeared 
from Chattogram’s 
Patenga in 2014 -- said 
Rab picked up his father 
on February 4 that year, 
and he has been missing 
ever since.

“Even after eight 
months in power, the 
interim government has 
failed to trace our loved 
ones,” he said.

Imon demanded the 
immediate removal 
and trial of officials 
accused of involvement 
in disappearances and 
killings. “As long as they 
remain in service, neither 
we nor our families are 
safe,” he said.

Afroza Islam Ankhi 
-- sister of BNP leader 

Sajedul Islam Sumon, 
who was picked up in 
December 2013 -- said, 
“We’ve been protesting on 
the streets for 13 years. It’s 
shocking and shameful 
that even today, we have 
to stand here to demand 
justice.”

Following the protest, 
Mayer Dak coordinator 
Sanjida Islam Tulee 
submitted a six-point 
memorandum to Chief 
Prosecutor Mohammad 
Tajul Islam of the 
International Crimes 
Tribunal.

She warned that failure 
to act would result in 
wider protests.

Their demands include 
public disclosure of 
the names of officials 
involved; the removal 
and prosecution 
of perpetrators; 
preservation of evidence 
from Aynaghar; legal 
action against those 
who destroyed it; 
constitutional reforms to 
prevent further abuse; and 
formal recognition of the 
victims’ suffering.

Leaders from several 

opposition and rights-
based organisations, 
including Nagorik Oikya 
President Mahmudur 
Rahman Manna and Gono 
Odhikar Parishad General 
Secretary Rashed Khan, 
joined in solidarity.

Lt Col (Retd) Hasinur 
Rahman, who was twice 
detained in Aynaghar, 
also spoke at the event.

8 including two SAD leaders sued
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The OC said among the 
named accused, three are 
students and the others 
are outsiders. No one has 
been arrested so far, he 
added. 

Jahidul, 24, was a third-
year student in the textile 
engineering department. 

According to the case, 
Jahidul and several others 
were having snacks near 
the campus around 
3:00pm. While they were 
laughing and chatting, 
two female students of 
another private university 
and others were standing 
nearby. Suddenly, three 
of them approached the 
victim, claiming Jahidul’s 
group was laughing at the 
girls. 

The confrontation 
turned into an altercation, 
which was initially 
resolved by campus 
authorities.

However, around 
4:40pm, Jahidul was 
stabbed on the left side 
of his chest. His body was 
handed over to the family 
following an autopsy at 
Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital, added the case 
statement.

Speaking to reporters 
at the morgue, Humayun 
said, “My cousin was not 
involved in any fights. We 
don’t understand why 
he was killed. We want 
justice.”

Jahidul, the eldest of 
two siblings, was from 
Bhaluka upazila in 
Mymensingh. His father, 
Jasim Uddin, who works 
in Kuwait, flew back to 

Bangladesh yesterday 
after learning of his son’s 
death.

Meanwhile, Jatiyatabadi 
Chhatra Dal (JCD) leaders 
claimed Jahidul was one of 
their activists and alleged 
SAD leaders were involved 
in the murder.

At a press conference 
at the BNP’s Nayapaltan 
office, JCD President 
Rakibul Islam Rakib 
said Jahidul played a 
significant role in the July 
uprising.

“Our initial 
investigation shows that 
several leaders of Students 
Against Discrimination 
were directly involved in 
the murder. CCTV footage 
clearly identifies those 
who fatally stabbed him,” 
Rakib claimed, reports 
UNB.

He said a group of 
criminals, including 
Primeasia student 
Meheraj Islam and SAD 
leaders Tushar and Miazi, 
stabbed Jahidul. 

In response, SAD 
denied the allegations in 
a Facebook post, saying 
Chhatra Dal leaders are 
spreading falsehoods 
regarding the involvement 
of SAD leaders.

“We strongly condemn 
such falsehoods. Tushar 
and Miazi had no 
involvement whatsoever,” 
the post stated, adding 

that CCTV footage does 
not show the presence of 
these two leaders. 

SAD also condemned 
what they called a “mob 
trial” on social media by 
falsely linking the two 
leaders, saying it was 
putting their members at 
risk.

Umama Fatema, 
spokesperson of SAD, in 
a statement, termed the 
accusation of JCD leaders 
“a reprehensible attempt 
to exploit the tragedy for 
political gain.”

She condemned the 
efforts to implicate SAD 
in the murder without 
evidence, which would 
distort the facts and divert 
attention from the actual 
cause of the murder, 
politicising their agenda 
and hiding the real 
perpetrators.

“We want an impartial 
and evidence-based 
investigation, and the 
person responsible for this 
crime must be brought to 
justice,” she said.

Meanwhile, BNP 
Secretary General Mirza 
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir 
also commented on 
the incident, saying, 
“Those who could kill a 
dedicated student leader 
like him [Jahidul] were 
certainly not involved in 
the country’s uprising for 
change.”

Yunus to fly
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by drawing on its rich 
cultural heritage and 
unique ecosystems.

 The summit serves as 
a platform for exploring 
how both traditional 
knowledge and innovative 
approaches can inform 
modern sustainability, 
helping to shape a more 
resilient and inclusive 
future.

 The two-day Earthna 
Summit, taking place from 
April 22 to 23, will cover 
a wide range of topics 
through presentations, 
interactive panel 
discussions, workshops 
and roundtables.

Govt to expedite hiring
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various institutions. 
Any remaining vacant 
positions will be filled 
through a special BCS 
examination.

To address the chronic 
delays and procedural 
bottlenecks in public 
hiring, the meeting also 
decided in principle to 
form a separate PSC for 
non-cadre recruitment. 

A senior official at 
the meeting said the 
existing PSC has long 
been overwhelmed, as it 
is tasked with recruiting 
both cadre and first-class 
non-cadre officers. 

Recruitment of third- 
and fourth-class staff 
is currently handled by 
individual ministries and 
agencies, often resulting 
in prolonged vacancies 
and allegations of 
irregularities.

The proposal for a 
separate commission 
is not new. During the 
previous government’s 
tenure, an evaluation 
committee recommended 
forming a dedicated body 
for non-cadre recruitment, 
but the suggestion was 
never implemented.

Article 137 of the 

Constitution allows the 
establishment of more 
than one commission, 
while Article 140 empowers 
the PSC to “conduct 
tests and examinations 
for the selection of 
suitable candidates for 
appointment to the service 
of the Republic.”

The latest figures 
from the Ministry of 
Public Administration’s 
Statistics of Civil Officers 
and Staff show that of the 
1,916,519 approved posts 
in government, 473,001 
-- or roughly 25 percent -- 
remain vacant. 

Among these, 1,353,509 
posts fall within grades 
13 to 20, which represent 
about 71 percent of all 
civil service positions. 
Officers in grades 1 to 9 are 
categorised as first-class, 
grades 10 to 12 as second-
class, and grades 13 and 
below as third- and fourth-
class posts.

Fouzul Kabir Khan 
told The Daily Star that 
ministries and divisions 
have been instructed to 
speed up the recruitment 
process across their 
departments and affiliated 
agencies.

“However, today’s 

[yesterday] meeting 
focused specifically on 
fast-tracking urgent 
recruitments in the Health 
and Education ministries,” 
he said.

The Public 
Administration Reform 
Commission has also 
recommended forming 
multiple PSCs in its latest 
report to streamline public 
sector recruitment.

Take steps
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Majhipara and Islampur 
villages. Yet, the Water 
Development Board has 
not taken any effective 
measures to prevent river 
erosion, they alleged. 

They also said that 
several mosques, temples, 
educational institutions, 
markets, homesteads and 
vast agricultural land are at 
risk of erosion. 

Contacted, Rakibul 
Hasan, executive engineer 
of BWDB in Kurigram, 
said riverbank protection 
work is underway at several 
places in the union.

Safe motherhood
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However, she stressed that 
it is not the government’s 
responsibility alone. 
To achieve this goal, 
public awareness, active 
involvement of families 
and communities, 
relentless efforts of doctors 
and health workers, and 
technological innovation 
are all essential, she 
added.

Secretary of the Health 
Education and Family 

Welfare Division Sarwar 
Bari, WHO Representative 
to Bangladesh Ahmed 
Jamsheed Mohamed, 
Director General of the 
DGHS Prof Abu Jafor, 
and Director General of 
the Directorate General 
of Health Education 
Prof Nazmul Hossain, 
among others, spoke at 
the programme. Health 
Services Division Secretary 
Saidur Rahman chaired the 
event.

Unacceptable
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law and granting equal 
property rights to men and 
women.

Its Secretary General 
Mia Golam Parwar said the 
existing inheritance law is 
based on Islamic principles, 
and repealing it would be 
like taking a stance against 
Islam.

He also criticised 
a proposal on page 9 
suggesting a uniform 
family law for all religions 
and the implementation 
of marriage and family 
regulations under the 
CEDAW charter.

CEDAW stands for 
the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination against 
Women, an international 
human rights treaty 
adopted by the United 
Nations in 1979.

In the statement, 
Parwar said many CEDAW 
provisions contradicted 
Islamic beliefs, including 
the concepts of “nikah” 
and guardianship.

Furthermore, Jamaat 
rejected the proposal to 
treat the familial roles 

of men and women 
identically. Parwar said 
Islam acknowledges the 
equal dignity of men and 
women but recognises 
their natural differences.

Islami Andolan 
Bangladesh’s Central 
Women’s Division also 
rejected the commission’s 
report, calling it 
disconnected from the 
country’s cultural and 
religious context.

The division’s chief 
Nurus Sabiha, deputy 
chief Kohinoor Begum, 
and coordinator Hafeeza 
Bushra said the report 
reflected Western feminist 
ideologies.

Hefajat-e Islam, in 
a separate briefing, 
demanded that the 
commission itself be 
scrapped alongside its 
recommendations on 
inheritance and religious 
laws.

Echoing similar 
sentiments, the Sammilito 
Ulama Mashayekh 
Parishad, a platform of 
Islamic scholars, also 
denounced the report.
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Probe in two
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is named as the sole 
accused apart from Hasina.

The second case involves 
allegations of enforced 
disappearances and extra-
judicial killings. The ICT had 
earlier issued arrest warrants 
for 11 individuals, including 
Hasina and Maj Gen (forced 
retired) Ziaul Ahsan.

He also said probe 
reports in two cases over 
crimes against humanity 
committed during the 
July uprising are expected 
within a day or two.

The tribunal also 
extended until July 29 the 
deadline for completing 
investigations into a 
separate case filed over 
crimes against humanity 
committed during the 
Liberation War in 1971 
against Syed Titumir and 
two other accused.

Titumir, currently on 
bail, was present during the 
hearing, while the two other 
accused have since died.

Frame July
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NCP leaders present at the 
meeting included Convener 
Nahid Islam, Member 
Secretary Akhter Hossen, 
Senior Joint Convener 
Ariful Islam Adib, and 
others.

Khelafat Majlish was 
represented by Secretary 
General Ahmad Abdul 
Qadir, Nayeb-e-Ameer 
Maulana Sakhawat 
Hossain, and Maulana 
Ahmad Ali Qasemi, among 
others. 

During a break in 
the meeting, Ahmad 
Abdul Qadir read out a 
written statement to the 
media, while Nahid Islam 
responded to questions 
from journalists.
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Country at a crossroads
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“The present time is a 
crucial test for us,” he 
added. 

“You must have noticed 
-- in newspapers, on 
television, in talk shows 
-- there is a certain unrest 
in the country. Even 
predetermined matters 
are being questioned,” he 
said.

Words like “reform” 
and “election” are being 
mentioned more frequently 
these days, Fakhrul also 
said.

“We believe that all 
parties, political groups, 
and everyone involved 
should responsibly and 
patiently address these 
issues through dialogue,” 
he added.

Fakhrul also highlighted 
the need to strengthen 
BNP’s organisational 

capacity.
The country is now at a 

crossroads, where everyone 
is in a state of uncertainty, 
said the BNP leader. 

“Fascist Hasina has fled 
the country. A possibility of 
change has emerged. At this 
critical time, it is important 
to guide public opinion in 
the right direction and lead 
the people properly,” he 
also said.

Fascist Hasina has 
fled the country. 

A possibility 
of change has 

emerged. At this 
critical time, it is 

important to guide 
public opinion in 

the right direction 
and lead the people 

properly.


