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Sale motherhood
is a right: speakers

AT A GLANCE

©» Only 18% of births happen ‘ O» State must assume full

“Tell me
where is
my father?’

Asks daughter of a victim

in govt hospitals responsibility

O Big gap between govt, NGO | ©> Collective effort needed for

of enforced disappearance efforts safe motherhood
at Mayer Dak event

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

It is a significant failure on the part of the state that even
five decades after independence it still cannot take full
responsibility for maternal care, Prof Sayedur Rahman,
special assistant to the chief adviser for the health
ministry, said yesterday.

“Safe motherhood is a citizen’s right... if the state
aspires to succeed, it must assume full responsibility in
this regard,” he said at a discussion marking World Health
Day at the Osmani Memorial Auditorium.

He said only 18 percent of facility deliveries --
childbirths occurring in healthcare facilities -- take place
in government hospitals.

“There is a significant gap between the contributions of
the government and non-government sectors in regard to
maternal care. It is unfortunate that the state cannot take
full responsibility for maternal care,” he said.

He acknowledged the vital role of the non-government
sector, saying, “Of course, their contribution must be
recognised... they were always expected to play a part.”

Family members of victims of enforced
disappearances  gathered yesterday
in front of the High Court's Mazar
Gate, demanding answers from the
new administration about why those
responsible for the abductions have not yet
been identified or brought to justice.

The protest was organised by Mayer
Dak, a platform representing families of
the disappeared.

Maria, daughter of Jubo Dal activist
Masum Hossain, who disappeared in 2011,
stood holding a placard that read, “Who
destroyed the evidence of Aynaghar?”

“Fifteen years have passed since my
father’s disappearance. Almost ten
months have passed since Hasina fled. Yet
I still don’t know what happened to my

By
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father,” she said. The Banani road-8 has been dug up down the middle for drainage work, disrupting both vehicular and pedestrian movement. He said the data on births at government hospitals is
SEE PAGE 4 COL 4 Locals said the authorities began the work on Friday without any safety measures in place. The photo was taken yesterday. SEE PAGE 4 COL 6
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Country at a Govt to expedite hiring of Protwstsheld KILLING OF UNIVSTUDENT
for release of 8 includi
crossroads ° Imcluding two
, or public sector abduccact [ o7 q
Says Fl;akhrull;urge§lparty . " students caaers sue
members to be vigilant To recruit 30,000 teachers, 6,000 doctors, 3,500 NUISES . ik corrESPONDENT, JCD, SAD at odds over the
STAFF CORRESPONDENT BAHARAM KHAN be held by September. The Ministry of PUbLC e incident
BNP Secretary ' : -+ Administration will request the PSC to issue A group of indigenous mciaen
General Mirza Fakhrul The government has decided to expedite  the circular for this recruitment by April 30. — gydents in~ Chattogram STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Islam Alamgir has the recruitment of 6,000 doctors, 30,000 Another 4,000 doctors will be hired in formed a human chain :
expressed hope that assistant primary teachers, and 3,500 nurses  phases over the coming months. yesterday demanding the Eight individuals,
a solution will soon to urgently address the rising number of In addition, the Health Services Division immediate release of the including (wo leaders
be found through vacancies in key public sector positions. informed the meeting that the viva voce five Chittagong University of the Banani Thana
dialogue and that _ Thedecision cameataspecial for 2300 nurses is already  (CU) students who were unit of Students Against
the counury  will inter-ministerial meetng The latest underway. Once this process allegedly  abducted  in Discrimination  (SAD),
regain people’s l}eld at the Ministry of Power, ﬁ.gl'lres from th? is  complete, recruitment for Khagrachhari. have been sued in e |
representation through a proper election. ]%ncrgy and Mlnéral. Rcsourlccs M“"s.tr.y of P .“bllc an additional 3,500 nurses The students  were connection  with  the 3 A
“We believe that a truly acceptable yg:sterday, where senior ofﬁa.a!s Administration’s will begin to help meet the reportedly returning to killing of Primeasia Jahidul Islam
solution will come through discussions, discussed the stafling crisis Statistics of Civil demand at public hospitals and campus on April 16 after University student
and very soon, the people will have their plaguing multiple ministries. Officers and Staff healthcare centres. ) attending the Biju festival. Jahidul Islam Parvez in Banani on Saturday.
representation through an election,” said The meeting was chaired show that of the The Ministry of Primary Additionally,  leaders Jahidul’s cousin, Humayun Kabir, filed the case
Fakhrul. by Energy Adviser Fouzul 1,916,519 approved and Mass Education, however, and activists of the CU unit with Banani Police Station early yesterday, naming
He made the remarks while addressing Kabir Khan, who also serves ’ ¢ . t said it cannot proceed with of Chhatra Dal, the student eight people and accusing 2530 unnamed
a memorial discussion for late BNP Vice on the Public Administration  POSES it government,  poqh recruitment due to an wing of BNP, attended the individuals, said Banani Police Station Officer in-
Chairman Abdullah Al Noman at the Advisory Committee. 473,001 — or ro“gl!ly ongoing legal complication protest around 12:00pm Charge Russel Sarwar.
Institution of Diploma Engineers in Dhaka. Advisers to the ministries 25 percent - remain  surrounding the promotion and expressed solidarity Humayun said he identified the named accused
Urging party members to remain vigilant, of health, education, and vacant. ol around 30,000 assistant with the students. using CCTV footage.
Fakhrul said, “We must remember that our primary and mass education teachers. A court hearing on They also demanded The named accused include Sobhan Niyaz
struggle is not over yet. We have not yet attended, along with the cabinet secretary,  the matter is scheduled for April 23.1f cleared, that the authorities take Tushar, joint convener of SAD’s Banani Thana
achieved a democratic transition. We have the senior secretary of the Ministry of Public  the ministry plans to immediately begin effective  measures for unit, and Hriday Miazi, joint member secretary of
not yet achieved an elected government or Administration, and the secretary of the recruiting 30,000 new assistant teachers. their rescue and bring the the same unit.
parliament through an election, have we? Public Service Commission (PSC). Meanwhile, the Secondary and Higher perpetrators to justice. The other six are Meheraj Islam, Abu Jahr
We must continue our efforts with caution, As per the meeting’s outcome, 2,000 FEducation Division reported it is in the According  to  the Giffari alias Piash, Mahathir Hasan, Rifat, Ali, and
determination, and awareness.” doctors will be recruited through a special process of appointing 2,876 teachers across protesters, the five CU Fahim.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 4 Bangladesh Civil Service (BCS) examination to SEE PAGE 4 COL 7 SEE PAGE 4 COL 1 SEE PAGE 4 COL 3
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