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‘BNP’s 31-point charter embodies public will’
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“Such an imbalance is
uncommon in other
democracies and  could
undermine effective
governance.”

The suggestion to change
the country’s name in Bangla
appears o be a symbolic
gesture rather than a
substantive reform.

“Such changes may not
address the core issues
affecting citizens’ lives and
could divert attention from
more pressing matters that
require practical solutions,
and the name ‘Democratic
People’s Republic of North
Korea’ can be an example.”

Changing the voting age to
16 years is another suggestion
that the party opposed. Only
a handful of countries in the
world including Argentina,
Brazil and the Channel
Islands have that as the voting
age, Amin said.

The constitution reform
commission  proposed a
four-year term for the prime
minister. The BNP maintains
that it should be for five years,
following the norm in the
Westminster parliamentary
system followed in Australia,
New Zealand, Canada and
others.

The four-year tenure of
the presidential system that is
followed in the US and some
Latin American countries is
not suitable here, Amin said.

In its landmark 31-point
charter, the BNP said none
should be the prime minister
beyond wo  consecutive
terms, a position the party
has stuck to. However, the
commission proposed an
individual cannot be the
prime minister for more than
two terms in their lifetime,
following the US practice.

“If we look at the best
cases of Westminster-style
democracy, there is no cap on
the prime minister’s tenures.
As the most liberal political
party in the country, we are
still proposing it — and we
were the first to do it. The
logic was to develop and allow
leadership to grow but at the
same time allow the previous
democratically-elected leader
who did a good job to get
another shot, reflecting the
wishes of the people.”

It is unfortunate that
reforms and clections
have been made mutually
exclusive, he said, while
recalling the discussions
that took place between the
party leadership and the
other stakeholders between
August 5 and August 8 last
year before the formation of
the interim government.

The main deliverable of
the interim  government
back then was (o organise
polls after implementing the
election-related reforms.

From day one of the

interim government,
the party insisted on
reforms in four areas:
clection commission, law
enforcement,  bureaucracy
and judiciary.

The issue of wholesale
reforms, which has now

become a tool to linger the

election procedure, was not
discussed then, Amin said.
“We see new tools and
mechanisms popping up
to prolong the duration of
the interim government
and one may ask if it goes
with the aspiration of the
mass uprising that we saw.
The main job of the interim
government is to fulfil what
we saw people discuss leading
up to the 5th of August and
that was the lack of agency
and opportunities, which is
a by-product of an unelected
government where people
were deprived of their voting

“At least two of them remain in the
government and we don’t know

yet if they will run in the election.
We see student representatives in
almost all ministries and there is
an inherent conlflict of interest: are
they representing their political
party or the interim government?”

roadmap after eight months
as a case in point.

“As a deep-rooted
political party with public
engagement, we understand
people have the common
interest to have an election
as soon as possible. It is
about time that the interim
government looks beyond
the urban-centric narratives
that are disconnected from
the grassroots or real-world
problems.”

The leisurely pace of the
trial for atrocities committed
during the July uprising and
the lack of support of victim

rights for 16 years.”

Asked il the party
miscalculated when it passed
on the chance to be part of
a national government after
the fall of the Sheikh Hasina-
led government, he said that
would have been betraying
the values and motivations of
the party’s decade-and-a-half
fight, which was to restore
democracy in Bangladesh
and the caretaker system for
conducting elections.

When the interim

“We have seen many rags-to-riches
stories since the 5th of August
among other stakeholders but we
saw no visible action against those
individuals. In a departure from
the culture of impunity indulged by
the political parties in Bangladesh,
the BNP is the only party thatis
investigating all incidents and has
expelled about 2,000 members
after allegations against them

families and the injured have
been disappointing, he said,
adding that the BNP is trying
to support the victims with
limited capacity, but the state
has “all the resources to cover
cach case”.

“And despite the trust and
belief that they would not
be running in the election,
someone has come out of
the interim government and
formed a political party.”

That political party is
getting state patronage for its

proved true.”

government was formed,
there was a segmentation: the
traditional political parties
who had fought over the last
16 years and wanted to run
in the election; and the non-
political stakeholders who
had a notable role in the July
uprising but had no intent to
run for office.

“We had an understanding
that those who would go
to the interim government
would organise a free, fair
and credible election as
soon as possible. And the
ones running in the election
would remain outside the
government.”

Which is why all political
parties stayed away from the
interim government.

But how the interim
government is going about
its obligations has been
unexpected, Amin  said,
citing the lack of an election

Tigresses qualily
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Turned out, that innings
from Chantham, which
helped anchor Thailand’s
innings from 64 for two to
166 all out, kept Bangladesh
in contention for one of
the two spots from the six-
team competition.

West Indies, having
started the day with a
much inferior net run-
rate to Bangladesh’s, were
faced with a daunting task
of chasing down the target
between 10.1 and 11 overs.
They had three scenarios
to overtake Bangladesh’s
net run-rate - a win by
10.1 overs, a win with 170
runs on the board off 10.4
overs, and a win with 172
runs on the board off 11
OVers.

The Caribbean side took

the target head on, going
all guns blazing right from
the word go, with captain
Hayley Matthews (70 off
29), Qiana Joseph (26 off 12)
and Chinelle Henry (48 off
17) keeping them on course
for an incredible chase.

However, despite failing
to achieve the first two
targets with the score at 162
for four in 10.4 overs, West
Indies were still in with a
chance to get to 172 runs
off 11 overs with a boundary
off the next ball and a six
off the final delivery.

But former captain
Stefanie Taylor, perhaps
unbeknownst  of  the
equation, hit a six off the
fifth delivery of the over,
sealing the victory but
in the process allowing

Dhaka terms Delhi’s
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with them as suspicious.
The autopsy report did
not detect any prima
facie sign of bodily injury.
This notwithstanding,
the authorities have
ordered viscera analysis
to conclusively determine
the cause of death.
Appropriate actions will
be taken once the viscera
report is available.

“We invite all quarters
to refrain from making
fabricated and inciteful
comments on the incident.”

The government
responded after Indian
MEA  condemned the

killing, following reports in
various Bangladeshi media
outlets.

In a statement
yesterday, Indian MEA
spokesperson Randhir

Jaiswal said the incident
“follows a pattern of
systematic persecution of
Hindu minorities under
the interim government
even as the perpetrators
of previous such events
roam with impunity.”

expansion, Amin said.

“At least two of them
remain in the government
and we don’t know yet if they
will run in the election. We
see student representatives
in almost all ministries and
there is an inherent conflict of
interest: are they representing
their political party or the
interim government?”

That conflict of interest
should be resolved as soon as
possible, Amin said.

“As part of a changing
political culture and a fair
political landscape that we
want to create together, we
urge them (o remain over
and above any political
controversy.”

Both reforms and elections
are dynamic, continuous
processes in a democracy, he
said.

“Now, if someone says that
they will do all reforms within

Bangladesh (net run-rate of
0.639) finish ahead of West
Indies (0.626).

Farlier in the day,
Bangladesh put on their
worst  batting  display
against Pakistan, managing
only 178 for nine in 50
overs, with Ritu Moni’s
48 and Fahima Khatun’s
unbeaten 42 helping avoid
utter humiliation.

In  reply, Pakistan,
powered by Muneeba Ali’s
69 and an unbeaten 52
from Aliya Riaz, chased
down the target in 394
oversand with six wicketsin
hand, leaving Bangladesh
with a rollercoaster ride of
emotions over the next few
hours till the West Indies-
Thailand fixture arrived at
a dramatic conclusion.

claim

Condemning
the incident, he
reminded “the interim
government to live up
to its responsibility of
protecting all minorities,
including Hindus,
withoutinventing excuses
or making distinctions”.

Bhabesh, 58, a resident
of  Basudebpur village
in Dinajpur’s Biral, was
“abducted and beaten
to death” on Thursday,
according to some media
reports quoting witnesses
and family members.

a specific timeframe and then
an elected government will
come — does that mean the
elected government will not
do any reforms? Does the
country become static? It
never works that way.”

The BNP views reforms as
a holistic exercise that would
not only ensure checks and
balances in the government
but also correct the system
to enable the development
and welfare of the people,
said Amin, who has been
instrumental in giving form
to Rahman’s vision of a
progressive, tolerant and
rules-based Bangladesh,
which has been in the works
for about a decade and a half.

His  association  with
Rahman goes back to 2011,
when the latter was engaging
with  bright  Bangladeshi
minds in British academia to
give intellectual and practical
heft to his vision.

A PhD student of
management studies
then, he was inducted into
Rahman’s team to work
on inclusive development
policies and state reforms and
was subsequently made his
adviser in 2014.

“I particularly appreciated
the opportunity he gave me
to work on the contextual
application of the best
practices of the Westminster-
style democracy in
Bangladesh. That was a whole
different world in 2011, 2012,
2013 — no one could think
of such a massive shift in the
political culture back then
but Tarique Rahman thought
about it. That was the vision.”

Specifically, Rahman
was fascinated with the
bicameral parliament
system; establishing the
independence of thejudiciary;
creating a balance of power
between  the  executive
branch, the parliament and
the judiciary; and creating a
balance of power between the
head of state (president) and
head of government (prime
minister).

Rahman’s  vision was
articulated in what became
the 31-point charter unveiled
in 2023, which his teams
in Bangladesh and abroad
put together from countless
brainstorming sessions
with relevant professionals,
experts and pro-democracy
stakeholders; empirical

research and  grassroots
feedback.

The charter
accommodated the views
of all like-minded political
parties involved in the
movement  against  the

previous regime and was
adopted by them, too.

Each of the 31 points came
about through an iterative
process, Amin said.

“Our 3l-point reform
agenda not only attempts to
ensure accountability and
transparency in the state
structure, it also attempts to
financially empower people
regardless of profession and
background and to solve
problems in their regular life.
The BNP’s biggest pride is
that whatever discourse there

is in Bangladesh today about
reforms, pretty much all the
practical and widely accepted
proposals came from that
charter.”

With Rahman’s direction,
dedicated backend teams
are working to fine-tune
the working procedure for
each of these reform and
development policies.

So much so that if the
BNP forms the government at
this moment, Rahman has a
concrete plan for what would
be done in the first 100 days,
180 days and 360 days.

“Our leader is very
confident of delivering those
- and he is promising only as
much as we can deliver.”

The teams and the
roadmap would be unveiled
before the election, Amin
said, adding that a glimpse
of the party’s plan for the
economy and businesses was
shared during the Bangladesh
Investment Summit 2025.

“How do we create jobs?
How can we empower women
and ensure their safety? How
do the labourers and farmers
get fair compensation for
their efforts? How can we
provide quality multilingual
education and healthcare
for all? How do we solve the
traffic problem? How can we
keep inflation at a tolerable
level? Our leader has worked
on those and has targeted
policies.”

This leads to the question
of the BNP’s involvement
in the epoch-making July
uprising, which has created
the ground for the party’s
second coming. The BNP --
and particularly Rahman —
was more involved than what
it publicly takes credit for,
according to Amin’s version
of events.

About 1,400 died during
the uprising, according to
the estimates of the UN’s
fact-finding mission -- and
more than 500 of them
were BNP party workers,
Amin said. About 5,000 of
the party’s members were
arrested, including the top
brass, while its central office
was raided and district offices
were vandalised, according to

reports.
However, the party
does not want unilateral

recognition for toppling the
Goliathan Awami League-led
government.

“BNP as the main
opposition party was always
in the field against the Hasina
regime. But when a ruling
party loses its nature and
becomes a human rights
violator and takes a turn
towards fascism, it cannot be
toppled through a political
movement -- a mass uprising
is needed.”

This is what happened in
the July uprising.

“For the first time in 16
years, people from all walks
of life at home and abroad
came out and participated in
their own capacities, on the
internet and the streets. And
the BNP leaders and activists
ensured the numbers on the
ground and were prepared
for the ultimate sacrifice,”

[.aw enforcers ordered
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where their hometowns are
so that they do not have to
live too far away from their
families.

Meanwhile, Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP)
in a statement urged city
dwellers not to be afraid
about the flash processions
of banned  organisation
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) and several like-minded
groups.

These groups were
attempting to create panic,
the DMP said.

It said the BCL activists
watch outfor police movement
and march for a minute or
wo before disappearing from
the scene. They later share the
photos and videos of these
processions on social media.

“Although it is not always
possible to arrest these
miscreants on the spot, many
have been apprehended later,”

the statement said, adding
that law enforcers were
analysing photos and videos
to identify the participants.

The Detective  Branch
of the police arrested six
members of the AL and its
front  organisations from
different parts of the capital
in separate drives in the last
two days.

DMP sources said that the
arrestees tried to spread panic
with flash processions.

The arrestees are Abul
Bashar Khan, vice-president
of ward-12 AL; Ashraful Islam
Naim, senior  organising
secretary of ward-5 BCL;
Ripon Hossain Fahim, general
secretary of Jatrabari BCL;
Sheikh  Sohel, vice-president
of ward-59 Sramik ILeague;
Sohel Rana, relief and disaster
affairs secretary of Badda
Swechchhasebak League; and
Mohammad Yamin, organising
secretary of ward-37 BCL.

BNP now sees
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stated that the national
election would be held by
December this year.

“They [the interim
government| are now saying
the election will be held
between December and
June. But they also said this
doesn’t mean it won’t be held
in December. It still can be,”
he explained.

On Wednesday, a seven-
member BNP delegation led
by party Secretary General
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
met with Prof Yunus at the
state house, Jamuna, to

press for a specific election
roadmap.

However, the chief adviser
reiterated that the polls
would be held between
December and June next
year-—a response that did not
sit well with the party.

Nazrul said vyesterday
that BNP has begun holding
meetings with parties and
alliances that participated
in the movement against the
Awami League government,
to inform them about the
outcome of their recent
meeting and work out the
next steps.

said Amin, who shared how
Rahman worked round-the-
clock to see the movement to
its finishing line.

The conversation then
veers towards the BNP’s
preparedness to lead the
government after so many
years in the wilderness.

“We have the capacity
and the technical human
resources and most
importantly, thecommitment
o the country’s development,
as demonstrated by the
past BNP governments of
President Ziaur Rahman and
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia.”

And stumping out
corruption will be the single
overarching ethos of the BNP
government.

The party will commission
a white paper in all ministries
to unearth the length and
breadth of corruption over
the past 16 years and start
an ombudsman, a system
through which people can
lodge complaints against
any government official and

Rahman has zero tolerance
for such activities and doles
out the harshest punishment
if credible proof of the
offences is obtained “as there
is a lot of misinformation and
disinformation”.

“We have seen many rags-
to-riches stories since the
5th of August among other
stakeholders but we saw no
visible action against those
individuals. In a departure
from the culture of impunity
indulged by the political
parties in Bangladesh, the
BNP is the only party that
is investigating all incidents
and has so far expelled about
2,000 of its members after
allegations  against  them
proved true.”

The current orchestrated
campaign iSs not oo
dissimilar from the one faced
by the party, its chairperson,
Khaleda Zia, and Rahman
since the turn of the century
at the hands of the media.

“Even after using the entire
state apparatus, the Awami

REFORMS BNP ASKED FROM

INTERIM GOVERNMENT

Structural, personnel changes within civil
administration, law enforcement agencies,
the judiciary, election commission

Removal of politicised individuals aligned
with the previous regime

Judicial independence to acquit millions
of fabricated cases Confirmation of
constituency delimitation

Strengthening of the independence and
functioning of constitutional bodies

members of parliament in a

transparent manner.

It also proposed an
all-party parliamentary
committee 16} vet

recruitment for key posts
in state institutions such
as the heads of the Anti
Corruption Commission, law
enforcement agencies, the
Election Commission as well
as the judiciary.

As for the ongoing
allegations of extortion and
capturing institutions by BNP
men, Amin maintains that

League government could
not find any proof against
Khaleda Zia and Tarique
Rahman -- it's a shocking
development.”

Amin maintains that the
BNP is committed to media
freedom, as has been the case
since the party’s inception.

“As the largest victim
of curbs on freedom of
speech, the BNP commits
to the nation that this sort
of vengeance would not be
tolerated. We commit (o
build a Bangladesh based on

the fundamental democratic
values, which are freedom of
expression, human rights and
rule of law.”

In a BNP-led government,
press freedom, safety and
security of journalists and
freedom of expression will be
ensured, he said.

However, the party will

have zero tolerance for
extremism, terrorism and
separatism.

“Living in a multicultural
environment and pluralistic
society for so long, our leader
Tarique Rahman’s vision is
to replicate that setting here,
where different beliefs and
ideologies coexist.”

Asked how pragmatic that
vision is in the Bangladesh
context, he said: “He is aware
of the ground reality and will
work to educate and engage
people through awareness

campaigns and  school
curriculum.”

Besides, the political
ideology of the BNP is
“Bangladeshi  nationalism”,

which means ensuring the
ownership of people and
that every Bangladeshi has
the same rights and freedom
irrespective of creed, religion,
ethnicity and beliefs.

This ideology informs any
BNP government’s foreign
policy, which is based on

“equality, fairness  and
justice”.
“The underlying

philosophy is that Bangladesh
will forge sustainable relations
at bilateral and multilateral
levels that will take no
masters but only friends. The
BNP-led government will
not side with a camp at the
cost of our national interest
and instead focus on policies
of mutual interest. We like
to foster global integration
through trade and
investment and ensure that
we play a responsible actor in
this integrated world.”

This then leads to the
million-dollar question: when
would the party’s leader
Tarique Rahman be coming
back given that there is no
legal bar (o his return to
Bangladesh?

“Arrangements are being
made for his return as we
speak -- it’s just a matter of
time. He is eager to be among
his people and the people of
Bangladesh and fight for the
rights of his activists who
are still in jail or have fake
politically motivated cases on
them.”
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4-BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AT BASHUNDHARA R/A

Single unit per floor, Double-Height Entrance,
Elegant Guest Reception, Community Hall
and a Serene Rooftop Garden.

Asset Developments & Holdings Ltd

91 Gulshan Avenue

www.asset.com.bd
L
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01713186944

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the 100 Beded Sadar Hospital

Jhalokathi

Memo No: 45.01.4200.244.007.01.24.27

e-Tender Notice

e-Tender is invited in the national e-GP System portal (http:www.eprocure.gov.bd) for supply of following

Date: 19.04.2025

poods.
SINo | Tender ID No Description Puablication date Online tender
and time closing &Opning

date and time

0 1098287 Medicine unable to supplied by | 20-april-2025 11.30 i; 04 May-2025
! EDCL 1330

02 I 1098288 Surgical instrument 20-april-2025 11.30 | 04May-2025

13307

03 | 1098289 Linen materials 20-april-2025 11.30 | 04May-2025
| 13.30

04 1098290 | Gauze bandage,cotton 20-april-2025 11.30 | 04May-2025
13.30

05 1098291 Chemicals with x ray films 20-april-2025 11.30 | 04May-2025
13.30

06 1098292 Furnitures and kitchen utensils | 20-april-2025 11.30 | 04May-2025
, 13.30

G926

These are online tenders, where only e-tender will be accepted. No offline/hard copies will be accepted. To
submit e-tender registartion in the national e-GP System portal (http:www.eprocure. gov.bd) is required.
Further informations and guidelines are available in the national e-Gp System portal and from e-Gp help
desk(helpdeski@eprocure.gov.bd).

¢
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Dr. Mohammad Humayun Kabir
Civil Surgeon,Jhalokati,

Superintendent{extra charge)
100 beded sadar hospital jhalokati




