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31kg venison, 
deer parts seized 
in Mongla
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

The Bangladesh Coast Guard (West Zone) has 
seized 31 kilogrammes of venison, including a 
deer’s head and legs, from the Joymonirghol silo 
jetty area in Mongla upazila of Bagerhat.

The illegal wildlife parts were recovered during 
a special operation conducted on Thursday based 
on a tip-off, said Lt Commander Siyam-ul-Haque, 
media officer of the Coast Guard, yesterday. 

During the operation, coast guard members 
discovered the venison stashed inside an abandoned 
sack. The contents included 31 kilogrammes of 
meat, one deer head, and four legs.

However, the hunters managed to flee the scene 
before law enforcement could apprehend anyone.

The seized items were later handed over to the 
Chandpai Range Forest Office for further legal 
procedures.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A six-month-old baby went missing after a battery-run 
rickshaw fell into an open drain amid water flow at 
Kapasgola in Chattogram city last night.

The incident occurred around 8:30pm near Nawab 
Hotel, said Anwar Hossain, assistant director of 
Chattogram Fire Service and Civil Defence.

According to the fire service, the rickshaw, carrying 
a woman and her baby, lost control and plunged 
into the roadside sewer, which had a strong current 
following a rainfall. The baby was swept away while the 
woman managed to rescue herself.

“Firefighters from the Chandanpura unit rushed to 
the spot and are conducting search operations. Due to 
the strong current in the drain after rain, the baby got 
washed away,” said Anwar Hossain.

Chattogram City Corporation Mayor Shahadat 
Hossain visited the scene around 9:00pm and oversaw 
the rescue operations.

“Rescuing the missing child is our top priority,” he 
told reporters, adding that teams from the fire service 
diving units and CCC’s cleaning staff were engaged in 
the effort.

According to locals, the canals and drains of the port 
city have become death traps. Most of these canals and 
drains don’t have retaining walls or protecting slabs, 
posing a risk for fatal accidents.

Infant goes missing 
as rickshaw falls 
into open drain

Four held 
for extortion 
while posing 
as DB men
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Khulna

Police detained four 
persons who were 
impersonating members 
of the Detective Branch 
(DB) during an attempt to 
extort money in Khulna on 
Thursday night.

Locals caught them in 
the city’s Boyra Aziz Mor 
area and then handed them 
over to the police.

The detainees are Md 
Masud Rana, Md Faisal 
Mahmud, Md Salauddin, 
and Rifat Parvez Rafi.

Sonadanga Model Police 
Station Sub-inspector 
Abdul Hai said the house 
where the incident 
happened has been rented 
by one Suman, who is 
reportedly involved in 
online gambling.

These four persons 
raided the house around 
8:30pm, claiming to be DB 
members, and demanded 
Tk 2 lakh from Suman, 
threatening to detain him 
and take him to the DB 
office if he failed to pay.

When the news of the 
extortion spread in the 
neighbourhood, locals 
caught the suspects and 
informed the police. Law 
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The iron bridge over a canal on the Old Dhaka-Tangail Road lies in a derelict state and could collapse at any moment, leading to a fatal 
accident. The bridge was constructed around 1952, but has been worn out over the years due to a lack of maintenance and the pressure of 
hundreds of heavy vehicles crossing it daily. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: MIRZA SHAKIL

STAR REPORT

Six people were killed and four persons injured 
in road accidents in three districts yesterday, 
according to reports from our correspondents.

In Chuadanga, two people were killed as a bus 
hit a rickshaw-van on the Chuadanga-Jhenaidah 
highway in Chuadanga’s Sadar upazila.

The deceased are Abdur Razzak, 60, the 
rickshaw-van puller, and Golam Sarwar, 62, a rice 
trader, said police.

Sadar Police Station Officer-in-Charge 
Khaledur Rahman said Razzak and Sarwar 
were traveling from Mohammadjuma village to 
Sarojganj Bazar for trading purposes. 

On their way, the bus heading from Chuadanga 
town to Dhaka hit the van from 

behind, leaving them dead on the 
spot, he added.

The bodies were recovered 
and kept at the Chuadanga 
Sadar Hospital.

Legal proceedings were 
being taken, the OC said.

In Sirajganj, at least two 
people were killed and another 

was injured when a truck collided 
head-on with a microbus on Bogura-

Nagarbari highway in Noyangati area.
The deceased were identified as Manik Chandra 

Sheel, 42, a passenger of the microbus, and 
Monsurul Alom Babul, 40, the driver. They were 
from Harinathpur in Aminpur, Pabna.

Hatikumrul Highway Police Station OC Md 
Abdur Rouf said the accident took place around 
6:00am when a cement-laden truck hit a 
Kashinathpur-bound microbus in the area.

Both the drivers lost control over their vehicles. 
The truck fell into a roadside ditch.

Police and firefighters rushed to the spot and 
rescued the victims from the spot.

They were taken to Ullapara Upazila Health 
Complex where Babul and Manik succumbed to 
their injuries, the OC said.

Six killed, 4 hurt 
in road accidents
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2 throat-slit 
bodies of 
children found
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Gazipur

Police recovered the throat-
slit bodies of two children 
yesterday in Tongi, Gazipur.

The deceased are 
Abdullah, 3, and Maliha, 6, 
son and daughter of Abdul 
Baten of Tatowakandi 
village under the jurisdiction 
of Bancharampur Police 
Station in Brahmanbaria 
district.

The incident took place 
around 4:00pm yesterday 
in the Mar Tek area of   
Rupban in East Arichpur.

Abdullah Al Rumman, 
sub-inspector of Tongi 
East Police Station, said the 
throats of two children were 
slit with sharp objects. Police 
have detained the father 
and mother of the children 
for their involvement in the 
incident, he said without 
providing details.

The family were living as 
tenants on the second floor 
of an eight-storey building 
in the East Arichpur area.

Citing relatives, police 
said after receiving 
information from the 
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2nd Edition

Teacher forced to 
resign amid BNP-
Jamaat rift in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The acting headteacher of Bhatiyari 
Haji Tobarak Ali Chowdhury (TAC) High 
School in Chattogram’s Sitakunda was 
allegedly forced to resign on Wednesday 
due to a rift between local leaders of the 
BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami.

Kanti Lal Acharya, the acting 
headteacher, claimed he was compelled 
to sign a resignation 
letter after the newly 
formed ad hoc school 
committee appointed 
a Jamaat-backed 
individual as chairman. 

He alleged that over a 
hundred BNP activists, 
led by Nurul Anwar, 
president of the BNP’s 
Bhatiyari union unit, 
came to the school and 
harassed him. 

On Thursday, his 
daughter Bhavna 
Acharya posted a 
video of the incident 
on Facebook, triggering widespread 
criticism against BNP. 

“You know, we girls can’t sleep at 
night after watching the video of our 
father being humiliated. Think about 
it: he’s not just a teacher, he’s our 
father. Tell me, how would you feel if 
this happened to your own father?” 
Bhavna wrote.

Bhavna wrote, “You know, before 
the trouble started at the school, my 
father was advised not to go there. They 
said he would face humiliation if he 
did. In response, my father said, ‘I have 
done nothing wrong. I have committed 
no crime. If I am asked to step down 
from my position, I will do so without 
hesitation. Even then, I will go to the 
school. Why should I run away? Let 

anyone bring proof if 
they think I have done 
something wrong.’”

Meanwhile, in 
response to her post, 
local BNP leaders held 
a press conference, 
denouncing the incident 
as a conspiracy by 
Jamaat. They accused 
the acting headteacher 
of corruption and 
demanded his 
resignation. 

Speaking to The 
Daily Star, Kanti Lal said 
the education board 

approved an ad hoc committee on April 
6, and he was informed on April 10. 

“Based on recommendations from 
local leaders of BNP and Jamaat, and 
guardians, I forwarded three names to 
the district administration through 
the local education officer. Among 
them, the Jamaat-backed candidate 

We can’t sleep 
at night after 

watching the video 
of our father being 
humiliated. Think 

about it: he’s not just 
a teacher, he’s our 
father. Tell me, how 
would you feel if this 
happened to your 

own father?

BHAVNA ACHARYA

Daughter of the headteacher

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4


