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Univ teacher 
suspended over 
rape charges
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

The authorities of Jashore University of Science and 
Technology have suspended one of its teachers over rape 
allegation.

Sujan Chowdhury is assistant professor of the Department 
of Chemical Engineering. The suspension order, signed by 
Registrar Md Ahsan Habib, was issued on Wednesday.

On April 15, a 30-year-old woman, a Chattogram 
resident, filed a written complaint with the registrar that 
Sujan raped her on October 22, 2024.

On November 6 in 2024, she filed a rape case against 
him with the Chittagong Women and Children Repression 
Prevention Tribunal. 

In the case and complaint, she mentioned that Sujan 
was pressuring her to withdraw the case. 

Denying the allegations, Sujan said, “She is blackmailing 
me and demanding money. Her allegations are false.”

DHOBAURA UPAZILA IN MYMENSINGH

‘Every day, we walk 
miles for water’
Over 500 families hit by drinking water crisis

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

More than 500 poor families, 
including many from the 
indigenous Garo community, 
have been hit by an acute crisis of 
drinking water in 15 villages under 
Mymensingh’s Dhobaura upazila.

The crisis, which persisted for 
decades, only exacerbated over the 
recent years as there is little to no 
feasibility of installing tube-wells 
or submersible pumps to draw up 
water in the hilly areas of the upazila 
along the border, said locals.

On different occasions, local 
administration took initiatives 
for arranging safe drinking water 
for the people, but it has not been 
enough to mitigate the crisis, 
especially in the dry season, they 
added.

“There is hardly any natural 
source of water in this area apart 
from some hilly streams which 
stop flowing during the dry season, 
making life extremely difficult for 
the local people,” said Md Humayun 
Kabir Sarker, chairman of Dakshin 
Maizpara Union Parishad.

The groundwater table in the 
plain land also depletes during this 
time, worsening the situation, he 
added.

Humayun Kabir said they have 
installed 10 deep tube-wells in the 
locality over the last three years, but 
it has not been enough.

Women, who mainly perform 
the task of collecting water for their 
families, often have to walk long 
distances to find a small spring or 
well. 

“I have to walk miles to collect 
water... it is exhausting. Then we 
have to carry the pitchers back home 
every day,” said Amena Khatun, a 
resident of Gilagara village.

Eti Chisim said it is only during 
the monsoon that they get some 

respite when the hilly streams flow 
again after the rains. “During this 
time, we collect and store water for 
drinking,” she said.

The villagers alleged that while 
setting up an adequate number of 
deep tube-wells in these hilly areas 
is not a tough task, it has been 
ignored by local politicians despite 
their pledge ahead of every local 
and national elections. 

Women collect water from a dried up stream at a village in Mymensingh’s 
Dhobaura upazila. For decades, families in 15 villages in the upazila have 
been experiencing some form of water crisis, but it only got worse in 
recent years. Now, women, who primarily collect water for their families, 
are forced to walk long distances and rely on such sources for safe 
drinking water. PHOTO: STAR
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Release 5 abducted 
CU students
Demand indigenous students
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Indigenous students from various educational 
institutions have strongly condemned the 
abduction of five students from the Chittagong 
University and called for their immediate 
release.

In a joint statement sent to the media yesterday, 
they expressed grave concern over the incident.

According to the statement, the five 
students were abducted from the Giriful area in 
Khagrachhari around 6:30am on April 16.

The abducted students are Maitrimoy Chakma 
and Aldrin Tripura of Fine Arts, Dibbyo Chakma 
of Drama, Rishon Chakma of International 
Relations, and Longngi Mro of Zoology.

PARTY REGISTRATION

NCP seeks 90-day 
extension from EC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The National Citizen Party (NCP) has urged the 
Election Commission to extend the deadline for 
new political party registration by at least 90 days 
and implement the reforms recommended by the 
Electoral Reform Commission.

The appeal was made in a letter submitted to 
the EC’s senior secretary yesterday afternoon.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh A-Am Janata Party 
(BAJP) yesterday applied for an extension of the 
registration deadline. Party’s member secretary 
Fatima Tasnim made this request in a letter to the 
EC secretary.

The NCP, in the application, said the current 
time-frame is insufficient for emerging political 
groups to fulfil the necessary registration 
requirements. 

It called on the EC to ensure a more inclusive 
and participatory political process.

Krishak Dal leader 
‘beaten to death’
Wife, daughter-in-law detained
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A Krishak Dal leader was allegedly beaten to death with 
a stone mortar early yesterday in the Ichhapasha area of 
Alfadanga municipality, Faridpur.

The victim, Obaidur Rahman Munshi, 55, was the 
senior joint convener of the Alfadanga municipal Krishak 
Dal unit, said Harun-or-Rashid, officer-in-charge of 
Alfadanga Police Station.

Meanwhile, Obaidur’s younger brother, Sirajul Haque, 
filed a murder case yesterday morning, naming Obaidur’s 
wife Sabina Begum, their son Arif Munshi, daughter-in-
law Mashkara Khatun, and three to four unidentified 
suspects.
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