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challenges, and issues 
requiring inter-agency 
coordination by April 20.

A top official, seeking 
anonymity, said a 
preparatory meeting will 
be held next week to finalise 
the work plan for the event.

ABM Abu Hanif, 
director (administration) 
of DGHS, said this would be 
the first-ever civil surgeon 
conference, modelled after 
the DC and SP conferences.

Hanif said while 
many patients express 
dissatisfaction over 
healthcare services, 
doctors and field-level 
health workers also face 
numerous challenges in 
service delivery.

“In this context, the 
conference aims to improve 
coordination -- both within 
the health sector and with 
other government agencies 
-- to ensure better healthcare 
for the public,” he told The 
Daily Star yesterday.

Nirupam Das, chief 

Administrator of the 
Bangladesh Doctors’ 
Foundation, said the 
initiative would allow the 
government to hear first-
hand accounts from field-
level health professionals 
and take swift action to 
address their concerns.

Army arrested 7,822
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activities over the past two 
months, from February 17 
to April 17.

In the same period, the 
army recovered 320 illegal 
firearms and 564 rounds 
of ammunition. Since 
deployment, a total of 
9,370 firearms and more 
than 2.85 lakh rounds of 
ammunition have been 
seized.

He said while the army 
performs duties under 
magistracy powers, it 
does not face political 
pressure. “Once an 
individual is arrested, they 
are handed over to other 
law enforcement agencies, 
and the army does not stay 
involved,” he added.

The army said it has 
intervened in 137 tense 
situations in industrial 
zones and removed 31 road 
blockades. Nationwide, 
the army dealt with 232 
incidents of unrest over 
the last two months. These 
included 76 political 
clashes, 37 incidents 
related to educational 
institutions, and 24 
involving government 
offices.

Asked about the recent 
abduction of fishermen on 
the Naf River by the Arakan 

Army, he said the BGB and 
Coast Guard are handling 
the situation. “Some 
abducted fishermen were 
released on Wednesday, 
and many have already 
returned. Discussions are 
ongoing for the remaining 
ones.

“If it becomes a 
matter requiring further 
intervention, the army or 
navy will take over, and 
we hope this issue will be 
resolved soon,” he added.

Addressing concerns 
over the display of black 
flags during protests, 
he said, “Just because 
someone carries a black 
flag doesn’t make them a 
militant. We’ve removed 
some individuals holding 
such flags, but there is no 
evidence to link them to 
militancy.”

Commenting on 
the army chief’s recent 
overseas visits, Col 
Shafiqul said these are 
part of routine military 
diplomacy.

The army also said it has 
identified the location of 
five Chittagong University 
students who were 
abducted in Khagrachhari 
and special operations are 
underway to rescue them.

Krishak Dal
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According to the 
complaint, ongoing family 
disputes led to Obaidur 
frequently facing physical 
abuse and death threats 
from his wife, son, and 
daughter-in-law.

Sirajul said, “Around 
2:00am, I heard a 
commotion and rushed to 
my brother’s room. Sabina 
told me that Obaidur 
had suddenly fallen ill. I 
immediately called 999, 
and with police assistance, 
took him to the Upazila 
Health Complex, where 
doctors declared him 
dead.”

According to the 
police, Obaidur sustained 
fatal injuries to his head, 
face, and other parts 
of his body after being 
repeatedly struck with a 
stone mortar.

The OC said police 
detained his wife, Sabina 
Begum, 45, and daughter-
in-law, Mashkara Khatun, 
22, for questioning.

Polytechnic
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Earlier in the day, 
students had postponed 
a planned rail blockade 
in consideration of the 
scheduled meeting with 
ministry officials.

On Wednesday, over 
1,000 students of Dhaka 
Polytechnic Institute 
blocked the road at Tejgaon 
from morning till evening, 
severely disrupting 
traffic and causing public 
inconvenience.

Their six-point demand 
includes the removal 
of “controversial craft 
instructors” appointed 
after 2021, converting 
the diploma engineering 
programme into a full four-
year course with six-month 
semesters, and ensuring 
that only diploma holders 
can apply for the post of 
deputy assistant engineer 
(Grade 10) and equivalent 
positions.

Meanwhile, the principal 
of Dhaka Polytechnic 
Institute, Mohammad 
Mostafizur Rahman Khan, 
has been removed from his 
post and attached to the 
Directorate of Technical 
Education. 

Shahela Parvin, 
previously the vice 
principal, has been 
appointed as the new 
principal.

Appointment eludes them
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On January 9 this year, the 
ministry held a meeting with 
two intelligence agencies 
and decided to review the 
reports concerning the 
227 candidates, ministry 
sources said.

Md Mokles Ur Rahman, 
senior secretary of the 
ministry, told reporters that 
day, “If there is no record of 
criminal offence, sedition, 
or prior expulsion from an 
academic institution, the 
candidates will be allowed 
to join.” But a final decision 
is yet to be made.

On January 15, the 1,896 
appointed candidates 
joined their respective 
posts and celebrated Eid-
ul-Fitr with their families, 
receiving full salaries and 
bonuses.

“In contrast, can 
policymakers even imagine 
what kind of Eid we spent?” 
asked one of the 227 
candidates still awaiting 
appointment.

“Given the age and 
health conditions of many 
of our parents, we couldn’t 
even share this devastating 
uncertainty with them. 
We had faith in the 
government’s assurances,” 
the candidate added.

On January 19, 
intelligence agencies 
submitted re-verified 

reports to the public 
administration ministry. 
The file was sent to the 
Chief Adviser’s Office for 
approval. As of now, no 
response has been received, 
officials confirmed.

A senior ministry official, 
requesting anonymity, 
said the majority of the 
re-verified reports were 
positive, although the exact 
number was not confirmed.

One candidate said, 
“We have contacted senior 
officials at the Chief 
Adviser’s Office multiple 
times, pleading for updates, 
but no clear response has 
been given.”

Ministry sources noted 
that 259 recommended 
candidates from the 28th 
to 42nd BCS exams were 
denied appointments 
during the Awami League’s 
15-year rule due to 
“ideological misalignment” 
with the then-government. 

All 259 have now been 
appointed by the interim 
government.

“If candidates are 
once again being denied 
appointments for similar 
reasons, it only reminds us 
of the past misrule,” said 
another senior official.

Contacted, Senior 
Secretary Mokles Ur 

Rahman said the matter 
now lies with the Chief 
Adviser’s Office, and the 
ministry cannot comment 
until a response is received.

A senior official at the 
Chief Adviser’s Office told 
The Daily Star, “There is 
no scope for making any 
comment until further 
instructions are received 
from the chief adviser. 
The Ministry of Public 
Administration will share 
information on the matter 
as per the chief adviser’s 
directive.”

Every day, we walk miles
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Md Shafiul Azam, sub-
assistant engineer of Public 
Health and Engineering 
Department in Dhobaura, 
said they have installed over 
250 pumps over the past 
five years to supply drinking 
water through reserve tanks 
in the hilly areas. 

“However, the demand 
for water is several times 

higher. A proper plan 
involving the public 
representatives is necessary 
to establish a sustainable 
water supply chain in these 
villages,” he added.

Nishat Sharmin, upazila 
nirbahi officer of Dhobaura, 
said they are planning to 
install more submersible 
pumps in the locality to 
mitigate the water crisis.
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Suspended cop sues
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Chowdhury, Ashna Habib 
Bhabna, Jyotika Jyoti, 
Urmila Srabanti Kar, 
Devi San, Nazneen Nahar 
Chumki, Sushma Sarkar 
and Kusum Sikder were 
also named accused.

On April 2, 2022, Lata 
alleged that a policeman, 
later identified as Nazmul 
Tareque, harassed and 
hurled abuse at her after 
seeing a teep on her 
forehead while she was on 

her way to campus.
When she protested, 

the constable allegedly 
threatened her and tried 
to run her over with his 
motorbike. 

Samaddar later filed a 
written complaint with 
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar Police 
Station. In his complaint, 
Nazmul claimed he had been 
subjected to harassment in 
various sectors because the 
accused had tarnished his 
honour over the incident.
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Hassan, and Sarwar Hossain.
Of them, Arav, who runs a 

jewellery store in Dubai, and 
his wife are on the run, while 
six others are now in jail.

Judge Md Zakir Hossain 
of Dhaka Metropolitan 
Sessions Judge’s Court 
handed down the sentence.

SB Inspector Mamun 
was killed at a flat in the 
capital’s Banani on July 8, 
2018, and his charred body 
was recovered from a forest 
in Gazipur the next day.

On April 11, 2019, DB 
submitted two charge 
sheets. 


