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SAGAR-RUNI MURDER

Probe report 
deadline extended 
for 118th time
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday extended the deadline for 
submitting the probe report on the 2012 murders of 
journalist couple Sagar Sarowar and Meherun Runi to 
May 21. 

This marks the 118th extension of the deadline, 
according to case records.

Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate MA Azharul Islam 
set the new date after Investigation Officer Md Azizul 
Haque, also an additional superintendent of police 
at the Police Bureau of Investigation (PBI), failed to 
submit the report, said a court police.

Meanwhile, investigators have so far spoken to over 
70 people, said a PBI official, requesting anonymity. 

The agency also interrogated six individuals: sacked 
army official Ziaul Ahsan, former police officer Mashiur 
Rahman, ex-justice AHM Shamsuddin Chowdhury 
Manik, former navy officer Mohammad Sohail, and 
accused Humayun Kabir and Palash Rudra Paul.

Sagar, a news editor at Maasranga TV, and Runi, a 
senior reporter at ATN Bangla, were killed on February 
11, 2012, at their rented apartment in Dhaka’s West 
Rajabazar. Their five-year-old son, Mahir Sarowar 
Megh, was in the flat at the time.

Two killed in 
road accidents  
in Dhaka
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two people, including a woman, were killed in 
separate road accidents in Dhaka’s Uttara and 
Hazaribagh areas yesterday.

The deceased are: Lipi Begum, 45, a private firm 
employee, and Ruhul Amin, 25.

Lipi was critically injured after being hit by a bus 
of Golden Line Paribahan in Uttara’s Abdullahpur 
area on her way to office around 7:30am. 

She was rushed to Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital, where doctors declared her dead around 
9:30am, said Milton Mia, a sub-inspector of Uttara 
East Police Station.

Police seized the bus, but the driver managed to 
flee, the SI added.

In the other incident, Ruhul Amin died on the 
spot as a covered van hit his motorcycle from 
behind at around 1:00am near Beribadh Road 
in Hazaribagh. His two pillions — Ashik, 25, and 
Faruk, 26 — sustained injuries and were admitted 
to DMCH, said SI Shammak Hossain of Hazaribagh 
Police Station.

Police have seized the covered van, but its driver 
fled the scene.

Both the bodies were sent to DMCH morgue for 
autopsy.
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 Women carry pitchers after collecting water from a deep tube well in Chattogram’s Sagarika area recently. 
Residents have been relying on such sources due to persistent salinity problems in the main water supply. This 
issue typically resurfaces at the start of the dry season each year and cannot be resolved by boiling the water. 
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CHATTOGRAM MEDICAL COLLEGE HOSPITAL

3 years without MRI service
ARUN BIKASH DEY, Chattogram

Mithun Barua, a resident of 
Chattogram’s Muradpur area, went 
to Chattogram Medical College 
Hospital last week with pain in his 
right leg. 

The doctor advised him to get an 
MRI test. 

To his utter surprise, he learned 
that the hospital’s MRI service was 
unavailable.

“I thought I would get the test 
done at CMCH at a cheaper rate, but 
I didn’t know that the hospital’s MRI 
machine is no longer operational. 
Now I would have to do the test in a 
private diagnostic centre at a much 
higher cost,” he lamented.

Subrata Chowdhury, a resident 
of Jamal Khan area, who came with 
severe back pain, shared a similar 
inconvenience.

Like Mithun and Subrata, many 
patients have been suffering as the 
lone MRI machine at CMCH has been 
out of service for around three years. 

Both indoor and outdoor patients 
at CMCH earlier could avail of the 
service for Tk 3,000-5,000, whereas 
it costs Tk 9,000-20,000 for the 
same service at private facilities, said 
CMCH sources.

In 2017, the health ministry 
allocated Tk 9.84 crore for a 
Japanese Hitachi MRI machine, 
replacing the old machine that 
stopped working in 2014.

The machine was installed in the 
hospital’s new cardiology building 
and inaugurated on October 24, 2017. 
However, it did not get fully functional 
till January 2018 due to film shortages. 
A technical glitch in October 2020 
resulted in a seven-month service 
disruption until May 2021.

The machine continued to 
experience recurring malfunctions 
before ceasing operation on May 16, 
2022.

According to CMCH sources, the 
machine’s warranty period expired 
in August 2020. When the machine 
went out of order in 2022, the supplier 
company demanded Tk 1 crore (10 
percent of its price) per year for a 
comprehensive maintenance contract 
(CMC). However, the CMCH authorities 
offered to pay Tk 65 lakh, leading to a 
tangle that left the machine without 
repairs for three years.

“Around 12 patients from my 
ward require MRI tests daily. Many 
cannot afford the costs at private 
facilities, so urgent repair of CMCH’s 
MRI machine is crucial,” said Prof 
Pradip Kumar Kayasthagir of Neuro 
Medicine Ward at CMCH..
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