
CITY  
Additional SP, civil 
service official held 
over July killings
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Md Saiful Islam, former senior assistant 
commissioner (executive magistrate) of 
Narsingdi, and Anirban Chowdhury, additional 
superintendent of Rangamati police (traffic), were 
sent to jail on Monday after their arrests over 
crimes against humanity committed in Narsingdi 
during the July uprising.

The two were produced before the International 
Crimes Tribunal following their arrests. The 
tribunal ordered their imprisonment.

ICT prosecutor Gazi Monawar Hossain Tamim 
confirmed that arrest warrants had earlier been 
issued for both of them in connection with the 
police shooting in Narsingdi on July 18, which 
killed two students --Tahmid Bhuiyan, a class-10 
student, and Imon Ahmed, a college student.

This marks the first time a Bangladesh civil 
service (admin cadre) officer has been arrested in a 
case related to crimes against humanity.

The prosecution alleged that the then executive 
magistrate Saiful and additional SP Anirban 
ordered the shootings.

During the July movement, at least 18 people were 
killed and at least 435 injured in Narsingdi alone.

On Monday, Anirban, a police cadre of the 30th 
BCS, was taken into custody for interrogation by the 
Office of the Superintendent of Police in Rangamati.
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Women carry pitchers after collecting water from a deep tube well in Chattogram’s Sagarika area recently. 
Residents have been relying on such sources due to persistent salinity problems in the main water supply. This 
issue typically resurfaces at the start of the dry season each year and cannot be resolved by boiling the water. 
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ARUN BIKASH DEY, Chattogram

Mithun Barua from Muradpur visited 
Chattogram Medical College Hospital 
last week with leg pain. 

When advised to get an MRI, 
he was shocked to learn that the 
hospital’s only MRI machine had 
been out of service for years.

“I thought I’d get the test done at 
a cheaper rate, but now I’ll have to 
go to a private centre and pay much 
more,” he said.

Subrata Chowdhury from Jamal 
Khan, suffering from severe back 
pain, faced a similar situation. 

Like them, many patients are 
bearing the brunt of the hospital’s 
long-inactive MRI service.

CMCH sources said both indoor 
and outdoor patients once paid Tk 
3,000-5,000 for MRI scans at the 
hospital. Now, the same test costs Tk 

9,000–20,000 at private facilities.
In 2017, the health ministry 

allocated Tk 9.84 crore to replace an 
older MRI machine that had stopped 
working in 2014. The new machine 
was installed in the cardiology 
building and inaugurated in October 
2017, but delays due to film shortages 
meant it became fully operational 
only in January 2018.

A technical glitch in October 2020 
halted service for seven months. The 
machine continued to break down 
and finally stopped functioning on 
May 16, 2022.

Its warranty expired in August 
2020. When the machine broke 
down again, the supplier, Meditel 
Private Limited, demanded Tk 1 
crore annually for a comprehensive 
maintenance contract. 

CMCH offered Tk 65 lakh, 
resulting in a deadlock that left the 

machine unrepaired for nearly three 
years.

“Around 12 patients from my 
ward need MRI tests daily,” said Prof 
Pradip Kumar Kayasthagir of the 
Neuro Medicine Ward.

CMCH Director Brig Gen Taslim 
Uddin said the issue was raised with 
the health adviser, who instructed 
officials to begin repairs. A total of Tk 
3.5 crore has since been allocated.

Engineers from the National 
Electro-Medical Equipment 
Maintenance Workshop and 
Training Centre, along with Meditel 
specialists, have been working on the 
repairs for over two months.

Jayanta Kumar Mukhopadhyay, 
chief technical manager of NEMMW 
& TC, said the repairs are nearly 
complete, and the machine is 
expected to be operational within 15 
days.
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SAGAR-RUNI MURDER

Court extends 
probe deadline 
for 118th time
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday extended 
the deadline for submitting the 
probe report on the 2012 murders 
of journalist couple Sagar Sarowar 
and Meherun Runi to May 21. 
This marks the 118th extension 
of the deadline, according to case 
records.

Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate 
MA Azharul Islam set the new date after Investigation 
Officer Md Azizul Haque, also an additional 
superintendent of police at the Police Bureau of 
Investigation (PBI), failed to submit the report, said a 
court police.

Meanwhile, investigators have so far spoken to over 
70 people, said a PBI official, requesting anonymity. 

The agency also interrogated six individuals: sacked 
army official Ziaul Ahsan, former police officer Mashiur 
Rahman, ex-justice AHM Shamsuddin Chowdhury 
Manik, former navy officer Mohammad Sohail, and 
accused Humayun Kabir and Palash Rudra Paul.

Sagar, news editor at Maasranga TV, and Runi,  senior 
reporter at ATN Bangla, were killed on February 11, 2012, 
at their rented apartment in Dhaka’s West Rajabazar. 


