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Opec cuts 2025 oil 
demand forecast
AFP, Paris

Opec slightly lowered its forecast for oil demand 
growth on Monday, citing the impact of US tariffs 
on the world economy.

The Saudi-led oil cartel said in a monthly 
report that it now expects demand to grow by 1.3 
million barrels per day (bpd) in 2025, down from a 
previous forecast of 1.4 million bpd.

The “minor adjustment” was mainly due to 
first-quarter data and “the expected impact on oil 
demand given recently announced US tariffs”.

The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries now sees global demand reaching at 
total 105.05 million bpd this year.

It also slightly lowered its global economic 
growth forecast to three percent.

“The global economy showed a steady growth 
trend at the beginning of the year, however, the 
near-term trajectory is now subject to higher 
uncertainty given the recent tariff-related 
dynamics,” Opec said in the report. Oil prices 
sank to a four-year low last week, dipping under 
$60 per barrel over concerns about the impact of 
President Donald Trump’s tariffs.

Rubana Pervin 
made DMD of 
Agrani Bank

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Agrani Bank PLC has 
recently promoted 
Rubana Pervin to the 
post of deputy managing 
director (DMD).

Prior to this 
appointment, Pervin 

was serving the bank as 
a general manager of the 

public relations division.
She commenced her 

professional banking career at 
Agrani Bank in 1993 as a senior officer, the bank 
stated in a press release.

Widely admired for her affable demeanour 
and unwavering professionalism, Pervin has 
rendered distinguished service with integrity 
and competence across numerous corporate 
branches, key divisions, and as the head of various 
operational circles within the bank.

She obtained her both bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in mathematics from Jahangirnagar 
University, and did an MBA from the Faculty of 
Business Studies at the University of Dhaka.

STAR BUSINESS DESK

NCC Bank PLC has recently entered into a supply chain 
finance agreement with Pran-RFL Group, a business 
conglomerate in Bangladesh, aiming to bolster the 
financial ecosystem for the latter’s suppliers within the 
SME segment.

M Shamsul Arefin, managing director of the bank, and 
Uzma Chowdhury, director of the business conglomerate, 
signed the agreement at the bank’s head office in the 
capital’s Motijheel, according to a press release.

This collaboration will enable suppliers of Pran-RFL 
Group to access financing facilities on favourable terms, 
thereby supporting their working capital requirements 
through NCC Bank branches nationwide.

The partnership underscores NCC Bank’s dedication 
to driving business growth via strategic alliances, 
offering bespoke financial solutions, and enhancing 
support for the domestic supply chain network of one of 
the country’s most prominent conglomerates.

M Khurshed Alam, additional managing director 
of the bank; and Md Mahbub Alam, Md Zakir Anam, 
Mohammed Mizanur Rahman, and Md Monirul Alam, 
deputy managing directors; Md Shafiqure Rahman, 
senior executive vice-president and head of business and 
branch at the Gulshan branch; Mohammad Mohibullah 

Khan, executive vice-president and head of credit risk 
management division; and Saif Uddin Ahmed, executive 
vice-president and head of credit administration division, 
were present.

Among others, Abul Quasem Md Safiullah, chief of 
Islamic banking division of the bank; Nighat Mumtaz, 
senior vice-president and head of sustainable and 

women’s banking; Sharif Mohammad Mahsin, senior 
vice-president and head of SME; AHM Abdus Sadik Khan, 
senior vice-president and head of human resources 
division; Syed Towhid Hossain, senior vice-president 
and head of operations; and Shahin Akter Nuha, head 
of transaction banking and cash management division, 
were also present.

Uzma Chowdhury, director of Pran-RFL Group, and M Shamsul Arefin, managing director of NCC Bank PLC, pose 
for group photographs after signing the agreement at the bank’s head office in the capital’s Motijheel recently. 

NCC Bank signs supply chain finance 
deal with Pran-RFL Group
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Meherun N Islam, president and group managing director of CEMS-Global USA and 
Asia Pacific, delivers her address during a press conference at the CEMS office in 
Dhaka yesterday. 
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CEMS-Global USA is set to organise 
the “Dhaka Auto Series of Exhibitions 
2025”, the nation’s largest trade event 
dedicated to the entire automotive 
value chain, at the International 
Convention City Bashundhara (ICCB) in 
Dhaka, commencing on May 1.

The three-day mega event will 
encompass five dynamic exhibitions 
brought together under one roof. 

These include the 18th Dhaka Motor 
Show 2025, 9th Dhaka Bike Show 2025, 
8th Dhaka Auto Parts Show 2025, 7th 
Dhaka Commercial Auto Expo 2025, 
and the 2nd Dhaka EV Expo 2025.

Meherun N Islam, president and 
group managing director of CEMS-
Global USA and Asia Pacific, announced 
the upcoming event at a press conference 
held at the CEMS office in the capital 
yesterday, according to a press release.

Commenting on the forthcoming 
exhibitions, Islam remarked, “The 
Dhaka Auto Series is more than 

just an exhibition – it is a catalyst 
for transformation in Bangladesh’s 
automotive industry.”

“With the government’s focus on 
infrastructure and mobility, coupled 
with rising consumer interest, the 2025 
edition will serve as a landmark event, 
propelling the industry into a new era 
of innovation and sustainability,” she 
added.

The exhibitions will convene leading 
global and domestic automotive brands, 
innovators, suppliers, and buyers on a 
unified platform.

This year’s edition anticipates 
participation from over 175 exhibitors 
representing more than 17 countries, 
who will showcase cutting-edge 
automotive technologies and mobility 
solutions across all ICCB exhibition halls.

Tanveer Qamrul Islam, executive 
director of CEMS-Global, and Asraful 
Islam, assistant general manager of 
business development and strategic 
planning at CEMS Bangladesh, were 
also present.PHOTO: CEMS BANGLADESH

Dhaka Auto Series of Exhibitions 2025 to begin on May 1


