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DU allowed to hold ‘Ga’ 
unit entry test afresh
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday allowed Dhaka University 
to hold its “Ga” unit (business studies faculty) 
admission test (MCQ) for sixty marks afresh.

The bench of Justice Razik-Al-Jalil and Justice 
Tamanna Rahman Khalidi passed the order 
following a petition moved by Advocate Mohammad 
Shishir Manir on behalf of DU authorities while 
hearing a pending petition.

In the petition, the DU authorities said that 
they have decided to hold “Ga” unit admission test 
afresh as there were some printing mistakes in the 
question paper.  The exam was held on February 8.  

Following the writ petition filed by a candidate, 
another HC bench on March 19 stayed for two 
months the publication of the results of DU’s “Ga” 
unit admission test.

Farmers protest sand 
extraction from Atrai
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Farmers and residents of Dinajpur’s Birganj upazila 
formed a human chain yesterday, demanding 
immediate cancellation of the lease for the 
Baldiyapara sand extraction site on the Atrai river. 

The two-hour event began at 11:00am at Shantir 
Mor.

Speakers alleged that previous unplanned 
dredging had already caused nearly 200 bighas of 
farmland to be lost to river erosion. With the lease of 
the sand site renewed this year, they fear hundreds 
more bighas are now at risk. 

More than 300 farmers joined the event.

Martyrdom 
anniv of 
five family 
members
STAR REPORT

The 54th martyrdom 
anniversary of five 
members of the family of 
Saidur Rahman, founder 
(president) of Projonmo ’71, 
will be observed tomorrow.

The deceased are the 
father, mother, and three 
elder brothers of Saidur 
Rahman, a senior news 
presenter at Channel-i.

His father Fazlur Rahman, 
an engineer; mother Hosne 
Akter, an NGO trainer; 
and brothers Mostafizur 
Rahman (Mojnu), a college 
student; Hasinur Rahman 
(Hiron), and Azizur Rahman 
(Babu), both high school 
students, were killed at their 
railway residence in Saidpur 
by Pakistani occupation 
army and its collaborators 
on April 15, 1971. 

The perpetrators 
charged Saidur’s mother 
with a bayonet and buried 
her alive.  They were killed 
for their involvement in the 
Liberation War.  Saidur, his 
elder sister Dilruba Khatun 
(Kajol) and younger sister 
late Camellia Rahman 
(Kakon) narrowly escaped.

First phase of talks nears
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Once the first phase 
concludes, the commission 
will determine its next course 
of action. It is scheduled 
to meet the National 
Democratic Movement 
(NDM) Bangladesh and the 
Bangladesh Revolutionary 
Communist League on 
April 15. Talks with BNP are 
set for April 17, followed by 
meetings with the National 
Citizen Party and Jamaat-e-
Islami.

“In the meantime, the 
commission will continue 
to hold dialogues with 
other parties to build 
national consensus, based 
on which a July charter 
will be prepared,” Prof 
Riaz added. He noted that 
the commission aims to 
identify a clear path toward 
comprehensive state reforms 
through this process.

Yesterday, Gono Forum 
and Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam 
Bangladesh submitted 
their opinions on the 
reform proposals to the 
NCC. An eight-member 
delegation from Gono 
Forum, led by General 
Secretary Md Mizanur 
Rahman, submitted their 
proposals to Prof Riaz at 
the commission’s office in 
the parliament building 
in the morning. Later, a 
delegation from Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Islam Bangladesh, 
led by Secretary General 
Maulana Manjurul Islam 
Afendi, also submitted the 
party’s reform proposals.

Badiul Alam Majumdar, 
a member of the 
commission, was present 
during the submissions. 
Although Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam had earlier submitted 
their proposals to the 

Constitutional Reform 
Commission, this was their 
first formal submission to 
the NCC.

The NCC was formed 
under the leadership of Chief 
Adviser Prof Dr Muhammad 
Yunus with the goal of 
building national consensus 
on key reform agendas. 

The commission 
officially began its activities 
on February 15. Formal 
discussions on the proposals 
began on March 20.

We seek balance
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research fellow at the 
Shanghai Institutes for 
International Studies, 
highlighted the socio-
cultural and strategic 
significance of bilateral ties 
and China’s readiness to 
support Bangladesh’s post-
LDC graduation and expand 
cooperation under the Belt 
and Road Initiative.

In his keynote, Prof 
Mohammed Nuruzzaman of 
NSU’s political science and 
sociology department said 
Bangladesh’s foreign policy 
has undergone strategic 
recalibration since the July 
uprising, and ties with China 
have entered a new phase. 

He said tensions with 
India have influenced the 
trajectory of Dhaka–Beijing 
relations.

SIPG Director Prof Sk 

Tawfique M Haque said 
the visit marks a critical 
shift in foreign policy 
towards regaining strategic 
autonomy.

Senior Research Fellow 
Mohammad Sufiur Rahman 
stressed the importance 
of future engagement 
in transboundary water 
cooperation, agriculture, 
and vocational and technical 
education. He reiterated 
Bangladesh’s expectation of 
a meaningful Chinese role 
in stabilising Myanmar’s 
Rakhine State to enable 
the safe return of Rohingya 
refugees.

French Ambassador 
Marie Masdupuy, NSU 
Vice-Chancellor Prof Abdul 
Hannan Chowdhury, and 
foreign policy analyst Syed 
Shahnawaz Mohsin also 
spoke at the event.

Ex-JCD leader Jakir 
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road, Bangabandhu Road, 
and adjacent streets. Traffic 
normalised nearly three 
hours later.

Jakir was arrested by the 
Rapid Action Battalion on 
September 3, 2022, after 
spending years in hiding.

He had been accused in 
33 cases, including charges 
of murder, extortion, arms 
possession, and drug-related 
crimes.

On January 7 this year, 
he and all the other accused 
were acquitted in the high-
profile murder case of Sabbir 
Alam Khandaker, a former 
BKMEA vice president who 
was shot dead near his home 
on February 18, 2003.

Jakir’s lawyer, Rajib 
Mondal, said, “Jakir Khan 
has been acquitted in 32 out 
of the 33 cases filed against 
him. In one case, filed under 
the Anti-Terrorism Act of 
1994, he was sentenced 
to 14 years in prison. The 
sentence was later reduced 
to eight years by the High 
Court, and further reduced 
by another three years 
following a review petition 

in the Supreme Court. He 
has now completed the full 
term of this final sentence.”

Jakir began his political 
career in the 1990s with 
the Jatiyo Party’s student 
wing before joining JCD. 
He gained notoriety as 
a “cadre” and was made 
JCD’s district president in 
1999.

After being named in the 
2003 Sabbir murder case, 
he went into hiding and was 
arrested nearly two decades 
later in 2022.

He allegedly led a 
large criminal network in 
Narayanganj and was also 
accused of killing rival drug 
kingpin Dayal Masud.

Following the fall of the 
previous regime, Jakir’s 
followers were accused of 
asserting control over several 
local sectors, including 
transport and the jhoot 
(garment waste) business.

On September 22, a clash 
involving gunfire broke 
out at the city’s central bus 
terminal between Jakir’s 
supporters and a rival BNP 
faction over control of a 
transport route.

Country belongs
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it,” he said at an event at 
the International Buddhist 
Monastery in the capital’s 
Merul Badda, where Chief 
Adviser Prof Muhammad 
Yunus laid the foundation 
stone of a building titled 
Sampriti Bhaban.

Waker said, “Bangladesh 
is a land of peace and unity. 
For thousands of years, 
people of all religions, 
castes, and communities 
have lived here together in 
peace. Today’s event reflects 
that spirit. It is not just the 
foundation of a building -- it 
is a gathering of harmony.”

The Sampriti Bhaban 
will cost approximately Tk 
7.5 crore, and the army will 
do the construction work, 
he said.

Recalling his early career 
spent in the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts, Waker said, “I spent 

a large part of my youth 
working closely with the 
Buddhist community there. 
I attended many ‘Kothin 
Chibor Dan’ ceremonies 
and was actively involved in 
supporting them.”

Religious Affairs Adviser 
AFM Khalid Hossain, CHT 
Affairs Adviser Supradip 
Chakma, Religious Secretary 
AKM Aftab Hossain 
Pramanik; Bangladesh 
Buddhist Federation 
Advisory Council Acting 
Chairman Prof Sukomal 
Barua, and International 
Buddhist Monastery 
Deputy Chief Bhikkhu 
Sunandapriya also spoke.

Bangladesh Buddhist 
Federation arranged the 
programme with Venerable 
Dharmapriya Mahathera, 
the deputy chief patriarch 
of Bangladesh Buddhist 
Sangha Council, in the chair.

MJF concerned over
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be isolated, raising alarm 
over the potential presence 
of similar surveillance 
in other madrasas and 
residential institutions.

“This may just be the tip 
of the iceberg,” said Shaheen 
Anam, warning that both 
girls’ and boys’ hostels 
nationwide may face similar 
threats.

MJF called upon the 
women and children affairs 
ministry and the education 
ministry to launch 
coordinated or independent 
investigations into all hostels 
of educational institutions.

The statement also 
highlighted a series of 
deeply troubling incidents 
involving video-based sexual 
violence and cybercrime in 
recent weeks in Bagerhat, 
Narayanganj, and Narsingdi.

MJF urged that criminal 
proceedings be initiated 
against those involved, 
under relevant child 
protection and privacy laws.

It also advocated for 
the establishment of a 
nationwide regulatory and 
monitoring framework 
for madrasas, educational 
institutions, and other 
residential facilities for 
children, to ensure that 
effective safety protocols are 
in place.

MJF stressed the urgent 
need for a strengthened 
cybercrime monitoring and 
response system to combat 
the digital harassment and 
exploitation of girls and 
women.
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PRAYER 
TIMING 

APRIL 14

AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

4-35

5-10

Zohr 

12-45

1-15

Asr

4-45

5-00

Maghrib

6-24

6-28

Esha

7-45

8-15

60 more 
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She said 26 specialist 
doctors from China, the UK, 
the US, France, Singapore, 
and Bangkok have arrived 
in Bangladesh to assist 
with ongoing treatment.

“Among the injured, 
21 have lost both eyes and 
450 have lost one. We are 
updating and verifying the 
list to build an accurate 
and error-free database,” 
she said.

Toxic smoke
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emission is inevitable 
during brick production. 
Unfortunately, we are 
helpless in addressing the 
issue.”

Mojahidul Islam, deputy 
director of the DoE in 
Chattogram, confirmed 
that most of the kilns 
in both upazilas are 
illegal. “We have already 
demolished several kilns 
and are working to shut 
down the remaining ones.” 
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