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AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

4-35

5-10

Juma 

12-30

1-15

Asr

4-45

5-00

Maghrib

6-24

6-28

Esha

7-45

8-15

A nurse tends to a diarrhoea patient at Barishal General Hospital yesterday. 
Hospitals across Barishal are witnessing an alarming rise in diarrhoea cases, 
prompting serious concern among health officials over the increasing number of 
patients. PHOTO: TITU DAS

SUSHANTA GHOSH, Barishal

Hospitals across Barishal are witnessing 
an alarming rise in diarrhoea cases, 
prompting serious concern among 
health officials over the increasing 
number of patients. 

At Barishal General Hospital, the 
diarrhoea ward paints a grim picture. 
Around 40 patients are currently 
receiving treatment, despite the ward 
having a capacity of just 12 beds.

Among them is Akhi Begum, a 
pregnant woman from Bhola, who 
was admitted on Thursday with 

severe symptoms. Anis Hawlader from 
Gouranadi upazila brought his 10-year-
old daughter Aliza to the hospital 
after she developed diarrhoea from 
consuming contaminated food.

Dr Moloy Krishna Baral, resident 
medical officer at the hospital, said they 
have been admitting 30 to 40 diarrhoea 
patients daily since before Eid-ul-
Fitr. “The diarrhoea ward is currently 
overcrowded,” he said.

According to the Barishal divisional 
health office, the situation is 
deteriorating rapidly, with an average 

Diarrhoea cases 
surge in Barishal

Hospitals overwhelmed
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School field leased for market
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

A school playground in Shialkhowa 
village under Lalmonirhat’s Kaliganj 
upazila has been leased out for 
setting up a haat (rural market), 
angering students, teachers 
and guardians.

Shialkhowa Government 
Primary School and 
Shialkhowa School and 
College share the same 
campus and playground in 
the village. There are also 
three other kindergarten 
schools and a madrasa 
nearby. Over 1,000 students 
of all these five educational 
institutions play in this 
ground.

The ground was previously 
used for setting up haat for years 
before it was freed from occupation 
last year. Locals expressed concern 
that if the haat is set up on the ground 
again, children will be deprived of 

sports activities.
“If the haat is set up in the 

playground ignoring our demand 
for conducive environment in the 
educational institutions, we will form a 
movement,” said Noor Islam, a parent.

“We want to play on the school 
ground. It cannot be used as a 
marketplace,” said Saiful Islam, a 
10th-grader.

Asadul Haque Hiru, leesee of 
Shialkhowa Haat, claimed that the 

ground was used for setting up the 
market for years, adding that most 
locals want the haat to be set up on 
the field. 

“I paid Tk 98 lakh to the government 
to take lease of Shialkhowa Haat,” he 

said.
Kasem Ali, headteacher 

of Shialkhowa Government 
Primary School, said 
schoolgrounds cannot be 
turned to marketplaces.

Lalmonirhat district 
education officer Mujibur 
Rahman and primary 
education officer Liton 
Das both agreed that the 
playground will be used 
only for sports activities of 
students.

Jakiya Sultana, UNO of Kaliganj, 
said a decision will be taken 
by prioritising the educational 
environment, while they are looking 
for an alternative location for the 
haat.

50 hurt as 
robbers attack 
10 trawlers
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Patuakhali

At least 10 fishing trawlers 
came under attacks by 
armed robbers in the Bay 
of Bengal on Wednesday 
night, leaving more than 
50 fishermen shot and 
injured.

The assailants looted 
fish and essential supplies 
from the vessels before 
disabling their engines, 
leaving the fishermen 
stranded at sea. 

The incident was 
reported to the Barguna 
District Fishing Trawler 
Owners’ Association 
yesterday.

Golam Mostafa 
Chowdhury, president of 
the association, said the 
attacks took place in the 
deep-sea area of Boro 
Baijda, approximately 120 
kilometres southeast of 
Patharghata upazila in 
Barguna. All the affected 
fishermen are residents 
of different villages in 
Patharghata.

Among the targeted 
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