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commissioners -- have been 
named in murder cases 
related to the crackdowns.

“Some officers have 
gone into hiding or fled 
the country. We are now 
reshaping the force with 
new leadership in key 
positions. A new uniform is 
also in the works,” said an 
official.

A senior DMP officer 
said political instability had 
put the event in doubt, but 
the appointment of a new 
inspector general cleared 
the way. “The government 
delayed its approval, but 
now the focus is on a 
more low-key, meaningful 
event.”

A deputy inspector 
general said guidance may 
be given during the week 
ahead of the expected 
December elections. “But 
whether we can truly break 
free from political influence 

remains uncertain -- and 
that’s a concern we hope to 
raise.”

Sources allege that 
BPM and PPM awards have 
previously been influenced 
by political considerations. 
On February 24, the 
home ministry revoked 
medals from 103 officers 
who received them in 
2018 for their roles in the 
controversial 10th national 
election.

Fresh allegations 
suggest lobbying is again 
taking place, with some 
officers reportedly using 
administrative pressure to 
get on the medal list.

However, Police 
Headquarters has pledged 
transparency. “Only 
deserving candidates will 
receive the medals,” said 
a senior officer. “Those 
lobbying for recognition 
will be excluded.”

Fewer than 50 medals 

are expected to be awarded 
this year.

There will be no 
ceremonial parade or 
presidential meeting this 
year, according to PHQ 
sources. The event will 
begin with an address by 
the chief adviser.

On April 30 and May 1, 
various units -- including 
the Special Branch, CID, 
RAB, Tourist Police, 
Railway Police, and 
Industrial Police -- will give 
presentations. Meetings 
with the home adviser, 
home secretary, and 
ministry officials will also 
take place.

Additional events 
include a PUNAK fair, a 
citizen dialogue, the annual 
Police Service Association 
meeting, and a reunion 
with retired officers. 

The week will conclude 
with a formal dinner on 
May 1.

Probe into four major cases
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a small number currently 
handling the workload.

Prosecutors said they 
have already visited 20 
districts -- some multiple 
times -- to collect evidence.

The ICT prosecution 
team currently has 17 
prosecutors, including three 
who joined last month, while 
the Investigation Agency has 
24 investigators, with seven 
joining this month.

Several accused 
individuals have reportedly 
fled the country despite 
arrest warrants. Authorities 
said efforts to bring them 
back are ongoing through 
legal and diplomatic 
channels, though the 
process is time-consuming. 
They are also facing 
difficulties in detaining 
the accused who are on the 
run, added the prosecutors. 

Prosecutors also 
reported that crucial 
evidence has been 
destroyed -- including 

deleted videos and audio 
recordings, burned or 
hidden documents from 
hospitals and other key 
locations, and erased 
digital data -- though some 
of it has been recovered.

Additionally, fugitive 
suspects are allegedly 
investing large sums 
of money to obstruct 
investigations and even 
attempting bomb attacks 
on investigators.

Some individuals 
linked to the previous 
administration are said 
to be hiring international 
lobbyists and spreading 
disinformation on social 
media to derail the trial 
process.

Despite these 
challenges, over 1,000 
eyewitness testimonies 
have been collected so far, 
and investigators continue 
to analyse hours of video 
and audio footage related 
to the July uprising.

“We are doing everything 

in our power to ensure a 
fair trial, based on digital 
evidence and in line with 
international standards,” 
said Chief Prosecutor Tajul 
Islam.

In a significant 
development, several 
amendments have been 
made to the ICT Act of 
1973. These include -- 
authorisation to bring 
charges against members 
of the army, navy, air force, 
Rab, BGB, and intelligence 
agencies; provision to 
compensate victims 
using confiscated assets 
of the accused; power 
for investigators to seize 
documents without prior 
tribunal approval; and 
authority for the tribunal 
to confiscate the accused’s 
wealth to prevent escape 
and ensure justice.

The chief prosecutor 
said these amendments 
are in the final phase and 
are expected to come into 
effect within a week.

Raise your voice
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Speaking as chief guest, 
Mirza Abbas said, “Had the 
Muslim world remained 
united and raised their 
voices collectively, Israel 
would not have dared to 
continue this genocide.”

He warned that without 
effective action from the 
United Nations and Muslim 
countries, such oppression 
would continue.

Salahuddin Ahmed, 
said, “The genocide in 
Palestine began long 
ago, with both direct and 
indirect support from 
global powers. Yet the 
leaders of the Muslim 
world have failed to take a 
firm stand.”

“On behalf of the BNP, 

we strongly condemn this 
brutality and demand 
an immediate end to the 
genocide,” he said.

Gayeshwar Chandra 
Roy said, “The killings in 
Palestine have continued 
for generations. Yet we see 
no stance from our civil 
society or intellectuals. 
Why this silence?”

He also criticised the UN 
for its continued inaction 
and questioned the current 
government’s silence on 
the issue.

The rally was presided 
over by Rafiqul Alam 
Majnu, convener of BNP 
Dhaka South City unit. 

Similar rallies were held 
in major cities across the 
country.

Finish BCS process
FROM PAGE 3

The party further proposed 
that candidates be allowed 
to reshuffle their cadre 
choices after the written 
results are announced but 
before the viva voce. It also 
called for reinstatement 
of the non-cadre system, 
as seen in the 38th BCS, 
with the highest number of 
appointments given to non-
cadres who pass the viva.

Meanwhile, the Public 
Service Commission has 
released the schedule 
for the 46th BCS written 
exams, which will begin 
on May 8 and take place 
at centres across Dhaka, 
Rajshahi, Chattogram, 
Khulna, Barishal, Sylhet, 
Rangpur, and Mymensingh 

divisions.
This comes amid protests 

by job seekers demanding 
a postponement of the 
exams.

Moreover, joint forces 
yesterday dispersed some 
protesters with batons 
around 3:00pm after 
they attempted to march 
towards the PSC office 
demanding postponement 
of the written exams. 

Several protesters 
were detained during the 
incident.

Earlier on Tuesday, the 
protesters broke into the 
PSC premises over the 
same demands, and gave 
the commission a three-
day ultimatum to postpone 
the exam date.

SSC exams begin
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This year, around 19.28 lakh 
students registered for the 
exams, over one lakh less 
compared to previous year.

Of them, a total 14,90,142 
registered under nine 
general education boards, 
while 2,94,726 under the 
Madrasa Education Board, 
and 1,43,313 under the 
Technical Education Board.

The exams are being 
held at 2,291 centres across 
18,084 institutions.

Meanwhile, around 700 
examinees at Jharbari 
Dwi-Mukhi High School 
centre in Dinajpur’s 
Birganj upazila had to use 
candlelight while taking 
their test yesterday due to 

power cut following heavy 
rain and strong winds that 
began just before the exam.

Md Zahedul Islam, 
secretary of the centre, 
said, “Just before the exam 
began, the storm caused 
power outage. We arranged 
for candles immediately so 
students could continue. 
Fortunately, power was 
restored within 20-25 
minutes.” 

The inclement weather 
left many students and 
guardians distressed as they 
made their way to exam 
centres getting drenched in 
rain. Several centres had to 
conduct the exams in near 
darkness, our Dinajpur 
correspondent reported.

50 hurt
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vessels were FB Tarek-2 
and FB Tufan-2, operated 
by Sagir Company, and 
FB Ma, owned by Selim 
Chowdhury.

Quoting a crew member, 
Selim Chowdhury said, “A 
group of armed robbers 
suddenly attacked while 
the fishermen were at sea. 
When the fishermen tried 
to resist, the armed robbers 
boarded the trawlers, beat 
them, and opened fire.”

“Over 50 fishermen 
from around 10 trawlers 
were shot during the 
attack,” he added. “We 
received the information 
through mobile phone calls 
from nearby trawlers that 
witnessed the incident. 
Many vessels have since left 
the area in fear.”

He also noted that no 
communication could 
be established with the 
affected fishermen since 
the incident. 

“We have informed both 
the superintendent of police 
and the Coast Guard. Efforts 
are underway to reach the 
stranded fishermen,” said 
Golam Mostafa.

Barguna Superintendent 
of Police Md Ibrahim Khalil 
said the coast guard have 
been notified, and they have 
started rescue operations.

Lifesaver on the Meghna
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by Saidur Rahman, 
secretary of the Health 
Services Division.

Eighteen medical staff, 
including three MBBS 
doctors, provide services 
there.

This is the fifth and largest 
ship hospital operating 
under the “Medical Mobile 
Units for Healthcare in 
Rural Areas in Bangladesh” 
project, aimed at delivering 
healthcare to remote and 
riverine communities.

Funded by the King 
Abdullah Foundation 
through the King Abdullah 
bin Abdulaziz Programme 
for Charity Works (KAAP) 
of the Islamic Development 
Bank, the project is 
implemented by Friendship 
in collaboration with the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services.

Under the project, five 
floating hospitals offer 
comprehensive medical 
and diagnostic facilities, 
including eye and dental 
care, minor surgeries, 
maternal and child 
healthcare, and treatment 
of communicable and non-
communicable diseases.

The initiative targets 
around 3.27 million people 
in 13 upazilas across 12 
districts in southern 
coastal, north-western, 
and north-eastern riverine 
regions of Bangladesh.
HOW CHAR PEOPLE 

ARE BENEFITTING

Sufia Begum, 35, came 
from Mollahkandi, a 
neighbouring village of 
Sikdertek, with a dental 
problem.

“I got relief after 
receiving treatment at the 
hospital in January. I came 
today for a follow-up. This 
hospital provides us with 
excellent service,” she said.

She spent Tk 10 to cross 
the Meghna channel to 
reach the hospital. “But I 
would have to spend the 
entire day and a lot more 
money if I had to go to a 
hospital in Haimchar or 

Chandpur town.”
Jahanara Begum, 48, 

also from the same village, 
said, “If someone falls sick, 
we have no option but to go 
to local drug stores seeking 
medicine.”

Ratan Chowkidar, a 
member of Nilkamal Union 
and resident of Majhikandi, 
said it takes over an hour 
by trawler to reach the 
Haimchar Upazila Health 
Complex.

“But a doctor is not 
always available there, often 
forcing people to travel to 
Chandpur, spending more 
money and time,” he said. 
“So, the floating hospital is 
a huge benefit for us.”

A Friendship official said 
around 150 to 170 patients 
receive treatment daily. 
Periodic camps are held 
focusing on specialised 
care such as eye, ENT, burn 
and plastic surgery, and 
gynaecology. Medicines are 
provided free of cost.

The mobile unit stays 
anchored at a location for 
about two and a half months 
before moving to the next.

With the hospital 
scheduled to leave in a few 
days, locals are calling for it 
to be made permanent.

“This hospital is 
providing an invaluable 
service, and we want it to 
continue,” said Ratan.

No alternative
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Speaking as special 
guest, Rev Prof Jerry 
Pillay, general secretary 
of the World Council of 
Churches, said, “It doesn’t 
matter from which faith or 
background we come. We 
need to stand together and 
raise our voices together to 
say, ‘Enough is enough’.”

“When we look around 
and see so many acts of 
injustice, the need for 
people of faith to stand 
together becomes even 
greater,” he said.

“Working together across 
faiths is not an option -- it is 
a necessity,” he said.

Diarrhoea cases surge  in Barishal
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of 500 to 600 new patients 
being admitted daily 
across the division. Over 
3,000 new cases have been 
recorded in the past week 
alone.

Since January, more 
than 23,000 patients have 
been treated for diarrhoea 
in the division, with over 
11,000 hospital admissions 
reported in March.

Health authorities 
warned that the ongoing 
heatwave could further 

exacerbate the outbreak, 
describing the situation 
as “alarming”. Zianagar 
upazila in Pirojpur district 
has been identified as a 
hotspot for the outbreak.

Officials said most of 
the cases have resulted 
from the consumption 
of contaminated water 
and food. They urged the 
public to maintain proper 
hygiene and take necessary 
precautions, stressing that 
diarrhoea is preventable 
through awareness.

Dr Shyamal Krishna 
Mondal, divisional health 
director, acknowledged 
the sharp rise in patients 
but said there was room for 
cautious optimism.

“The positive news is 
that most patients are 
recovering quickly. We 
still have sufficient saline 
supplies, and any shortages 
are promptly addressed 
with support from nearby 
districts or upazilas. So far, 
there have been no fatalities 
due to diarrhoea,” he said.
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Take measures
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saved if proper measures 
were in place,” he said.

Mozibur said the 
foundation was established 
to rescue abandoned 
newborns, ensure they 
receive proper medical 
care, and provide them 
with a safe shelter.

He demanded that the 
government establish 
state-run Newborn Hubs.

He also called for the 
setting up of a specialised 
street newborn unit at 
Matuail Hospital to ensure 
proper medical care for 
abandoned infants. 
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