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Strike kills 29 in Gaza house
38 killed across the tiny enclave; UN chief slams Gaza ‘killing field’

AGENCIES

An Israeli airstrike killed at least 29 
Palestinians, including children, in a 
house in Shejaia in Gaza City, local 
health authorities said yesterday.

Medics said dozens of others were 
wounded in the attack that hit a multi-
floor residential building in the eastern 
suburb of Gaza City. 

Many were still believed to be missing 
and trapped under the ruins of the 
building. The strike damaged several 
other houses nearby, medics said.

The Israeli military said in a statement 
it struck a senior Hamas militant 
responsible for planning and executing 
attacks from Shejaia in northern Gaza, 

whom it did not identify. The military 
said several steps were taken before the 
attack to mitigate harm to civilians.

Local health authorities said nine 
other Palestinians were killed in separate 
Israeli military strikes in other parts of 
the enclave, raising yesterday’s death toll 
to 38.

Israel resumed its bombardment of 
Gaza on March 18 after a two-month 
truce and sent troops back into the 
enclave. In the three weeks since, the 
health ministry in Hamas-run Gaza says 
Israeli military strikes have killed nearly 
1,500 Palestinians.

Since late March Israel has ordered 
Gazans out of territory around the edges 
of the enclave to create what it describes 

as a security zone; residents fear the aim 
is to permanently depopulate swathes of 
territory.

On Tuesday, United Nations 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said 
that Gaza had become “a killing field” 
because Israel has continued to block 
aid, an accusation an Israeli official 
quickly denied, saying there was “no 
shortage” of aid.

“More than an entire month has 
passed without a drop of aid into Gaza. 
No food. No fuel. No medicine. No 
commercial supplies. As aid has dried 
up, the floodgates of horror have re-
opened,” Guterres said in remarks to 
journalists.

DHAKA THURSDAY APRIL 10, 2025 

CHAITRA 27, 1431 BS        7
MUMBAI ATTACKS

India readies for 
US extradItion 
of suspect
AFP, New Delhi

Indian authorities are readying for the 
extradition from the United States of a man 
that New Delhi accuses of helping plan the 
2008 Mumbai siege that killed 166 people.

Tahawwur Hussain Rana, 64, a 
Canadian citizen born in Pakistan, is due 
to be extradited “shortly” to face trial, 
Indian media said, reporting that New 
Delhi had sent a multi-agency team of 
security officials to collect him.

India accuses him of being a member of 
the Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) 
group, designated by the United Nations 
as a terrorist organisation, and of aiding 
planning the attacks.

US President Donald Trump announced 
in February that Washington would 
extradite Rana, whom he called “one of the 
very evil people in the world”.

The US SC this month rejected his bid 
to remain in the United States, where he 
is serving a sentence for a planning role in 
another LeT-linked attack.

New Delhi blames the LeT group -- as 
well as intelligence officials from New 
Delhi’s arch-enemy Pakistan -- for the 
Mumbai attacks in November 2008, when 
10 Islamist gunmen carried out a multi-day 
slaughter in the country’s financial capital.

India accuses Rana of helping his 
longterm friend, David Coleman Headley, 
who was sentenced by a US court in 2013 
to 35 years in prison after pleading guilty 
to aiding LeT militants, including by 
scouting target locations in Mumbai.

Rana, a former military medic who 
served in Pakistan’s army, emigrated to 
Canada in 1997, before moving to the US 
and setting up businesses in Chicago. He 
was arrested by US police in 2009.

A US court in 2013 acquitted Rana of 
conspiracy to provide material support to 
the Mumbai attacks. But the same court 
convicted him of backing LeT to provide 
material support to a plot to commit 
murder in Denmark.

China nursing 
home fire kills 
at least 20
AFP, Beijing

Twenty people have died 
in a fire at a nursing home 
in northern China’s Hebei 
province, Beijing’s state 
news agency Xinhua said 
yesterday.

The fire broke out 
around 9:00pm Tuesday 
at the nursing home in 
Longhua County, roughly 
180 kilometres northeast 
of the capital Beijing.

Twenty people were 
confirmed dead by 3:00am 
Wednesday, Xinhua 
reported.

The cause of the blaze is 
under investigation, it said.

An individual 
responsible for the nursing 
home has been detained 
by police, the county 
government said.

A Palestinian man reacts as he holds a child at the site of an Israeli strike in Shejaia in Gaza City yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

A municipal worker cleans an area at the site of a Russian drone strike in Dnipro, Ukraine yesterday. At 
least 21 Ukrainians were wounded during Russian attacks across the country overnight, regional officials 
said yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

US may restore 
some foreign aid 
programmes
REUTERS, Washington

President Donald Trump’s administration on 
Tuesday moved to reinstate at least six recently 
canceled US foreign aid programmes for 
emergency food assistance, six sources familiar 
with the matter told Reuters.

The quick reversal of decisions made just days 
ago underscored the rapid-fire nature of Trump’s 
cuts to foreign aid. That has led to programs 
being cut, restored then cut again, disrupting 
international humanitarian operations.

USAID Acting Deputy Administrator Jeremy 
Lewin, who has previously been identified as a 
member of billionaire Elon Musk’s Department of 
Government Efficiency, asked staff in an internal 
email to reverse the terminations.

He asked to restore awards to the World Food 
Programme in Lebanon, Syria, Somalia, Jordan, 
Iraq and Ecuador, five sources familiar with the 

matter said.
The administration has 
also resumed four awards 

to the International 
Organization for 

Migration in the 
Pacific region, two 
sources familiar 
with the matter 
said.

“Sorry for all 
the back and forth 

on awards,” Lewin 
said on Tuesday in 

the internal email 
seen by Reuters. “There 

are a lot of stakeholders 
and we need to do better about balancing these 
competing interests — that’s my fault and I take 
responsibility,” he added.

Reuters reported on Monday that the 
Trump administration had ended life-saving 
aid programs for more than a dozen countries 
including Afghanistan, Yemen, Somalia and Syria, 
totaling over $1.3 billion.

According to Stand Up For Aid, an advocacy 
group of current and former US officials, WFP 
contracts canceled on Lewin’s orders last weekend 
for Lebanon, Syria, Somalia and Jordan totaled 
more than $463 million.

Bombing Iran 
will not work: 
Russia
AFP, Moscow

Russia yesterday said the 
world was getting tired 
of endless threats against 
Iran and that bombing 
the Islamic Republic 
would not bring peace, 
cautioning that Tehran was 
already taking preventative 
measures.

Iran is approaching 
weekend talks with the 
United States over its 
nuclear programme warily, 
with little confidence 
in progress and deep 
suspicions about US 
intentions, Iranian officials 
told Reuters on Tuesday.

Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said that 
Moscow was aware of the 
“quite harsh rhetoric” and 
that Tehran was taking 
preventative measures, and 
suggested the focus should 
be contacts rather than 
confrontation.

“Indeed, the world 
is growing tired of the 
endless threats against 
Iran,” Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova said when 
asked by Reuters to clarify 
Russia’s approach. “There 
is a growing understanding 
that bombing cannot pave 
the way to peace.”

NIGHTCLUB ROOF COLLAPSE

Over 110 dead in 
Dominican Republic

AFP, Santo Domingo

Rescuers rushed to find survivors 
yesterday after the roof of a Dominican 
Republic nightclub collapsed during a 
concert by popular singer Rubby Perez, 
one of more than 110 people killed in 
the disaster.

Rescue workers were pressing on 
with the search effort, now limited 
more to recovering bodies 
from the rubble over a day 
after the roof caved in.

R e n o w n e d 
D o m i n i c a n 
merengue singer 
Perez, who was 
performing at the 
Jet Set nightclub for 
hundreds of people 
when the roof 
collapsed shortly after 
midnight Tuesday, was 
one of those killed, his 
manager said.

Relatives of clubgoers gathered 
around the disaster site in the capital 
Santo Domingo as rescuers ferried the 
injured to hospital, and used a crane to 
remove debris.

“We have some friends here, a niece, 
a cousin, some friends, who are in the 
rubble,” Rodolfo Espinal told AFP on 
Tuesday, as he waited for information 
on his loved ones.

About 300 rescue workers combed 
mounds of fallen bricks, steel bars and 

tin sheets for survivors, supported by 
personnel from Puerto Rico and Israel, 
Juan Manuel Mendez, director of the 
Emergency Operations Center, said on 
Wednesday.

Also among the dead were former 
Major League Baseball players Octavio 
Dotel and Tony Blanco.

Dotel, who was 51 years old, was 
rescued alive but later died of his 

injuries, local media reported.
A black-and-white 
photo of Dotel and 

images of the 
Dominican flag were 
projected onto the 
scoreboard at Citi 
Field in New York 
before Tuesday’s 
game between the 

New York Mets and 
the Miami Marlins.

“Peace to his soul,” 
the Dominican Republic 

Professional Baseball League 
wrote in separate social media 

posts paying tribute to the two ex-
players.

Local media said there were 
between 500 and 1,000 people in the 
club when disaster struck at around 
12:44 am (0444 GMT) Tuesday. The 
club has capacity for about 1,700 
people.

The death toll had reached 113 by 
Wednesday morning, said Mendez of 
the Emergency Operations Center.

Judge orders 
White House 
to restore AP 
access
AFP, Washington

A US federal judge ordered 
the White House on 
Tuesday to restore the 
Associated Press’s access to 
President Donald Trump’s 
official events, saying it had 
no right to bar media for 
their “viewpoints.”

AP journalists and 
photographers have been 
barred from the Oval Office 
and from traveling on 
Air Force One since mid-
February because of the 
news agency’s decision to 
continue referring to the 
“Gulf of Mexico” -- and not 
the “Gulf of America” as 
decreed by Trump.

District Judge Trevor 
McFadden said the 
“viewpoint-based denial 
of the AP’s access” was 
a violation of the First 
Amendment to the US 
Constitution.

He ordered the White 
House to “immediately 
rescind the denial of the 
AP’s access to the Oval 
Office, Air Force One, and 
other limited spaces... when 
such spaces are made open 
to other members of the 
White House press pool.”


