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MUMBAI ATTACKS
India readies for

US extradition
of suspect

AFP, New Delhi

Indian authorities are readying for the
extradition from the United States of a man
that New Delhi accuses of helping plan the
2008 Mumbai siege that killed 166 people.

Tahawwur Hussain Rana, 64, a
Canadian citizen born in Pakistan, is due
to be extradited “shortdy” to face trial,
Indian media said, reporting that New
Delhi had sent a multi-agency team of
security officials to collect him.

India accuses him of being a member of
the Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
group, designated by the United Nations
as a terrorist organisation, and of aiding
planning the attacks.

US President Donald Trump announced
in February that Washington would
extradite Rana, whom he called “one of the
very evil people in the world”.

The US SC this month rejected his bid
to remain in the United States, where he
is serving a sentence for a planning role in
another LeT-linked attack.

US may restore
some foreign aid
programimes

REUTERS, Washington

President Donald Trump’s administration on
Tuesday moved (o reinstate at least six recently
canceled US foreign aid programmes for
emergency food assistance, six sources familiar
with the matter told Reuters.

The quick reversal of decisions made just days
ago underscored the rapid-fire nature of Trump’s
cuts to foreign aid. That has led to programs
being cut, restored then cut again, disrupting
international humanitarian operations.

USAID Acting Deputy Administrator Jeremy
Lewin, who has previously been identified as a
member of billionaire Elon Musk’s Department of
Government Efficiency, asked staff in an internal
email to reverse the terminations.

He asked to restore awards to the World Food
Programme in Lebanon, Syria, Somalia, Jordan,
Iraq and Ecuador, five sources familiar with the
matter said.

The administration has
also resumed four awards
to the International
Organization for
Migration in the

Pacific region, two

A Palestinian man reacts as he holds a child at the site of an Israeli strike in Shejaia in Gaza City yesterday.

Strike kills 29 in Gaza house

PHOTO: REUTERS

New Delhi blames the LeT group -- as sources familiar
well as intelligence officials from New with the matter
Delhi’s arch-enemy Pakistan - for the said.

Mumbai attacks in November 2008, when
10 Islamist gunmen carried out a multi-day
slaughter in the country’s financial capital.

India accuses Rana of helping his
longterm friend, David Coleman Headley,
who was sentenced by a US court in 2013
to 35 years in prison after pleading guilty
to aiding LeT militants, including by
scouting target locations in Mumbai.

Rana, a former military medic who
served in Pakistan’s army, emigrated to
Canada in 1997, before moving to the US
and setting up businesses in Chicago. He
was arrested by US police in 2009.

A US court in 2013 acquitted Rana of
conspiracy to provide material support to
the Mumbai attacks. But the same court
convicted him of backing LeT to provide
material support to a plot to commit
murder in Denmark.

“Sorry for all
the back and forth
on awards,” Lewin

said on Tuesday in

the internal email

seen by Reuters. “There

are a lot of stakeholders

and we need to do better about balancing these

competing interests — that’s my fault and I take
responsibility,” he added.

Reuters reported on Monday that the
Trump administration had ended life-saving
aid programs for more than a dozen countries
including Afghanistan, Yemen, Somalia and Syria,
totaling over $1.3 billion.

According to Stand Up For Aid, an advocacy
group of current and former US officials, WFP
contracts canceled on Lewin’s orders last weekend
for Lebanon, Syria, Somalia and Jordan totaled
more than $463 million.

38 killed across the tiny enclave; UN chief slams Gaza ‘killing field’
AGENCIES whom it did not identify. The military
said several steps were taken before the is to permanently depopulate swathes of
attack to mitigate harm to civilians. territory.

Local health authorities said nine On
other Palestinians were killed in separate
Israeli military strikes in other parts of
the enclave, raising yesterday’s death toll
to 38.

Israel resumed its bombardment of
Gaza on March 18 after a two-month
truce and sent troops back into the
enclave. In the three weeks since, the
health ministry in Hamas-run Gaza says
Israeli military strikes have killed nearly
1,500 Palestinians.

Since late March Israel has ordered
Gazans out of territory around the edges
of the enclave to create what it describes

as a security zone; residents fear the aim

An Israeli airstrike Kkilled at least 29
Palestinians, including children, in a
house in Shejaia in Gaza City, local
health authorities said yesterday.

Medics said dozens of others were
wounded in the attack that hit a multi-
floor residential building in the eastern
suburb of Gaza City.

Many were still believed to be missing
and trapped under the ruins of the
building. The strike damaged several
other houses nearby, medics said.

TheIsraeli military said in a statement
it struck a senior Hamas militant
responsible for planning and executing
attacks from Shejaia in northern Gaza,

Tuesday, United  Nations
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said
that Gaza had become “a killing field”
because Israel has continued to block
aid, an accusation an Israeli official
quickly denied, saying there was “no
shortage” of aid.

“More than an entire month has
passed without a drop of aid into Gaza.
No food. No fuel. No medicine. No
commercial supplies. As aid has dried
up, the floodgates of horror have re-
opened,” Guterres said in remarks to
journalists.

AFP, Santo Domingo

Rescuers rushed to find
survivors yesterday after
the roof of a Dominican
Republic nightclub
collapsed during a concert
by popular singer Rubby
Perez, one of more than 110
people killed in the disaster.

NIGHTCLUB ROOF COLLAPSE
Over 110 dead in Dominican Republic

Rescue workers were
pressing on with the search
effort, now limited more to
recovering bodies from the
rubble over a day after the
roof caved in.

Renowned Dominican
merengue singer Perez, who
was performing at the Jet
Set nightclub for hundreds

of people when the roof
collapsed  shortly  after
midnight Tuesday, was one of
those killed, his manager said.

Relatives of clubgoers
gathered  around  the
disaster site in the capital
Santo Domingo as rescuers
ferried the injured to
hospital, and used a crane

College girl killed after ‘rape’

FROM PAGE 12

“On information, we rushed
to the spot and found the
body inside the bathroom
with her scarf stuffed in
her mouth. We recovered
the body around 3:00am
and sent it for an autopsy,”
Nayan told The Daily Star.

“After initial
investigation, we suspect
that the victim was strangled
to death after rape. However,
we will be able to know the
fact after getting the autopsy
report,” he added.

The body was sent to
Chattogram Medical College
Hospital for an autopsy, he
said, adding that police are
trying to arrest the suspect,
Nazim.

In Noakhali, a man was
sued vesterday on charge of
raping a 12-year-old girl.

The accused, Abul
Hossain, 37, from
Rangpur, works as a

medical representative in a
pharmaceutical  company
in  Chaumuhani  under

Begumganj upazila.

Police and locals said
Abul lives in a rented house
adjacent to the victim’s
home.

The girl was alone at her
house on Tuesday night.
Taking the chance, Abul
forcibly took the girl to his
room around 8:00pm and
raped her.

As the girl started
screaming, locals rushed
there, rescued the girl and
caught Abul.

On information, police
rushed to the spot and
arrested the suspect, said
Liton Dewan, officer-in-

charge of Begumganj
Model Police Station.
The victim’s mother

filed a case against Abul
yesterday, the OC added.

The girl is undergoing
treatmentat 250-bed Noakhali
General Hospital, said its
Resident Medical Officer Rajib
Ahmed Chowdhury.

In Netrakona, a youth was
sued yesterday over raping a

teenage girl.

The accused, Antor Miah,
21, is a resident of Atpara
upazila.

Police and the victim’s
family said the girl was
staying alone at home on
Tuesday night.

Neighbour Antar
forcibly entered the victim’s
house around 8:00pm and
raped her.

Hearing  the  girl’s
screams, locals rescued the
girl. But Antar managed to
flee.

Initially, the victim was
taken to a local health
complex. As her condition
deteriorated, she was later

shifted to Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital.
The victim’s  father

lodged a rape case against
Antar yesterday evening,
who is now on the run,
said  Pradeep  Kumar
Chakraborty, inspector
(investigation) of Atpara
Police Station.

Talking to The Daily

to remove debris.

“We have some friends here,
aniece, a cousin, some friends,
who are in the rubble,” Rodolfo
Espinal told AFP on Tuesday,
as he waited for information
on his loved ones.

About 300 rescue
workers combed mounds
of fallen bricks, steel bars

Star yesterday afternoon,
the victim’s father said
the girl's condition was
improving.

In Faridpur, a case was
filed on Tuesday night
against a man for raping a
13-year girl around three
months ago.

The girl is now pregnant,
according to the case
statement.

The accused, Mukul
Sheikh, 48, of Boalmari
upazila, raped the girl on
January 12 in a vegetable
field.

Mukul is a father of five
children.

Later on March 28, the
girl fell ill and was rushed
to a local clinic, where the
diagnosis revealed that she
was pregnant.

Police are trying to arrest
Mukul, said Mahmudul
Hasan, OC of Boalmari
Police Station.

In Narsingdi, a man was
sued yesterday over raping
a fifth grader.

and tin sheets for survivors,
supported by personnel from
Puerto Rico and Israel, Juan
Manuel Mendez, director of
the Emergency Operations
Center, said on Wednesday.
Also among the dead
were former Major League
Baseball players Octavio
Dotel and Tony Blanco.

The accused is Narayan

Chandra Paul, 53, of
Shibpur upazila.
Police said the

12-year-old victim went
to pick mangoes near
Narayan’s home on
Tuesday noon.

At that time, Narayan
forcibly took the girl to
a nearby paddy field and
raped her.

In Joypurhat, police
yesterday arrested a man,
who allegedly threw a
fourth grader off the roof
of one-storey building after
he failed to rape her.

The arrestee, Abdul
Quddus, 62, a labourer,
was tasked with overseeing
an under construction at
Khetlal upazila.

On information, police
held Quddus, said OC
Birendra Singh of Khetlal
Police Station . The girl was
hospitalised.

[Our  correspondents
from respective districts
contributed to this report.|

Court freezes Bangabandhu trust’s bank account

FROM PAGE 2

to freeze 31 bank accounts
of Hasina, Rehana, Rehana’s
son Radwan Mujib Siddiq
Bobby, and their affiliated
organisations on charges of
corruption.

They  deposited Tk
394,60,72,805 to those bank
accounts, said the charges.

On March 11, the same
court ordered the ACC
to freeze 124 other bank
accounts of Hasina, Rehana,

five of their family members,
and their organisations.

The five others are Sajeeb
Wazed, Saima  Wazed,
Rehana’s  husband  Shafiq
Ahmed Siddiq, their family
members Bushra Siddiq and
Shaheen Siddig.

On December 17, 2024,
the ACC launched a
probe into allegations of
embezzlement of Tk 80,000
crore against Hasina and her
family members.

According to the charges,
the embezzlement took
place in nine projects,
including the Rooppur
Nuclear Power Plant.

The ACC on December
22, 2024 launched another
investigation into Hasina
and Joy over allegations of
laundering $300 million to
the US.

GRAFT CASE HEARING
TODAY

The Metropolitan Senior

Special Judge’s Court will
decide today whether the
charges of a graft case
against Hasina and seven
other members of her family
will be accepted.

The family
include Joy, Putul and
Rehana, her daughters
British  lawmaker  Tulip
Siddiq and Azmina Siddiq
Ruponti, and son Radwan
Mujib Siddiq Bobby.

The case was

members

filed

Oil hits 4-year low, gas prices slide too

FROM PAGE 1

Morgan Stanley analysts
lowered their price forecasts
for Brent crude by $5 a
barrel to $65 for the second
quarter, $62.50 for the third
quarter and $62.50 for the
fourth.

World coffee and cocoa
prices hit fresh multi-month
lows.

Both robusta LRCc2 and

arabica KCc2 coffee futures
traded on the ICE exchange
hit their lowest in more than
four months, while London
and New York cocoa LCCc2,
CCc2 hit five-month lows. In
other soft commodities, raw
SBcl and white sugar LSUcl,
hit one-month lows.

Copper extended its
decline, with Chinese prices
touching an eight-month

low.

Benchmark three-month
copper CMCU3 on the
London Metal Exchange
extended losses after China’s
tariff retaliation, but later
pared losses and was down
0.2 percent at $8,643 per
metric ton at 1358 GMT.

LME copper has tumbled
20 percent since touching
its highest in more than

nine months on March 26 at
$10,164.50.
In European gas markets,

the benchmark  Dutch
front-month contract
TRNLTTFMcl was down

almost 5 percent at 33.87
euros per megawatt hour or
$10.96 per million British
thermal units, LSEG data
showed.

However, some markets

over abuse of power and
irregularities through which
plots were allocated in the
RAJUK  Purbachal  New
Town Project.

OnMarch 25 this year, the
ACC pressed charges in six
separate corruption cases
involving the allocation of
six 60-katha plots.

The court is scheduled
for acceptance of the charge
sheetsin three cases on April
13 and two cases on April 15.

bucked the trend. Gold
prices XAU= climbed around
3 percent as traders sought a
safe haven from the market
turmoil. Silver XAG= rose
around 1.7 percent.

Chicago soybeans
climbed for a third session,
rebounding from four-
month lows hit earlier in the
week, aided by rising prices
in Brazil and a softer dollar.

fererge B W3 (A (o1%w fbm Tera cwoa favye a5agneg ofae @ w25
FHH |
fers2e fiba wagd fgres e frise ovfda et Taem 3gs
gl 2E o.¢% frat (2%) e Fear 2 | ferede Wb Aganse oem
ferarerar raeS = =7 |
(AT (1%T fEE WY fereige b sare @mes fRedne fewre sre
fFrmea afe e 82 Bt 2ta (SR aee oso) @ oIt ¢ % e
WA T Al 27 |
fawad afed +de wraaregs fbEe cvm afomm o oFe 80 513t @
¥ crm yeo BT TR AT SiYr w9 w9 W | aTEE aRpfes/AfEe @b
st fie w8 A Ay +9e Ganprey Goe e ot 2 g% a9
© fabmee o WhE SI%T erarey =7 |
feure vie, ©ifb © b Sl (amme o) @ 2 Saf«E B wie fws
el =z fubis waifE e farne 3o 27
@FE WY ¢ YA LS WAL AN e e/t e/ refn
FIE /el S Teifag arera fnrel 9 At G oS A9y ¢ W
T T | EGIS ALFE (S (o, #% TS0 @ AT T9rs farEe
fabra faorel o217 |
v) e fTEr e amie Qe e an
») fbiEs Imem S o TadErens ganf/EibiErs auw a2
yo) fersiTw e T g oee aige ol wrenE (feem 8 9fbe e
Aafm T Yo Wbw #Hw), Aefee gfoa e (se=m ¢ «fF@r) ¢ TanE
(SFEG FNHARGE (S TS AW | @ CF0E STElaT 9% S5 [7Es
wfa fama Srererd ofdte At Ew e B e @, At Awaet
favirera 7oy WIS ™ ore F9 20y A0S |
5y) Fibme wwife ancem @B i »=ad wier e fee @t sae 9afE
A TS a5 A w6" FEq 9 T | O GUIFe (WAB) e
e feure vie @ filbre srer «da st @« |
3Y) wyurE efesirag g9y fasmet feae e ¢ bR el o = 71 | 3% @
T famTer 4 7 g o Aaae! fannes Fwy A4S Aae A wefarefee
Toare 5% @ fIbE Oie[ Fee e 64 34 21 |
Bwtgae: Soife gwEw oo (forr) fererent® foare g Fwe-cog i TagwsEr
AT LTS TF, 03¢ FET TR 0T 497 G0 wooo B 51 Fara
faTeef =116 ¢ % 2T $83.b-y B, foure oref famma (8axe=) sau o, b %
farre 8o Bt wdie (G wob bt BIE TEAEE 93 0.¢% ZEA e 38,06
Bl qriedE wreifer sEfa Wi e eeife e TenE 290¢. 29 B
AA | SRAISNS G458 THER TCH WA TEIR WiemE e A6
Tea faniege Bl T0e Sy ¢ % T ©Iit FeA 341 2 | T Sy w o
s favree aaifer AT A B o 4R SRGA (i A «ifE
i ©ie, fearms sre, b @b adaede a3 et ¢ s o e g ifE
R @t @l e S anwifE e 7E | 9 gERiiEee e
BT AT |

“feToi2e GBI SIgl A4, SbIA @Y

A (T oramet qeitae $9:

hwile v e fre-susas (afag wheEs), Mmoo,
offarai-suvan, fEFEH- e, (AT 3020, (FATH-30L0S,
arEiTET- 30339 |

fare/eiv-anh(e) /o o8 /a0

ok
fame faerr |




