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MUJIB BORSHO CELEBRATIONS
ACC forms seven-
member body to
probe irregularities

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption Commission has
formed a seven-member committee to
investigate allegations of misuse of Tk
4,000 crore from the state treasury
for celebrating “Mujib Borsho” and
constructing over 10,000 murals and
sculptures of Bangabandhu  Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

Ousted prime minister Sheikh Hasina,
her sister Sheikh Rehana, and others will
also be investigated in this connection,
said ACC public relation officer Akhtarul
Islam yesterday.

The committee is led by ACC deputy
director (Inquiry and Investigation-2) Md
Monirul Islam. Other members include
assistant directors Afnan Jannat Keya,
Mubasshira Atia Tama, SM Rashedul Hasan,
AKM Mortuza Ali Sagar, Mohammad
Monirul Islam, and Abdullah Al Mamun.

Meanwhile, Sarjis Alam and Hasnat
Abdullah, chief organisers of the National
Citizens’ Party (NCP) for northern and
southern regions respectively, met ACC
chairman Mohammad Abdul Momen
yesterday.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

15-DAY EID JOURNEY

322 killed in 315

road crashes
Says Jatri Kalyan Samity

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 322 people were killed in 315 road
accidents across the country during the
Eid-ul-Fitr festival, said Bangladesh Jatri
Kalyan Samity yesterday.

In addition, at least 826 more individuals
were injured in accidents that occurred
during the 15-day journey between March
24 and April 7.

The total number of accidents reported
across roads, railways, and waterways
reached 340, resulting in 352 fatalities and
835 injuries.

AT A GLANCE

340 accidents across roads, railways, waterways

21.05% decrease in accidents compared to last year
20.88% reduction in fatalities

Motorcycles involved in 42.85% of road deaths

Buses accounted for 16.56% of accidents

90pc Piro

the river from encroachment.

jpur roads

are dilapidated

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

Around 90 percent of the roads within
Pirojpur municipality are in a dilapidated
condition and urgently need repairs.

According to municipality sources, aside
from approximately 20 kilometres of paved
roads and around 70 kilometres of earthen
roads, all other roads in the municipality’s
nine wards are significantly damaged, making
them risky for commuting.

Dhuppasha Road, located just 200 metres
from the Pirojpur Judges’ Court, Chief Judicial
Magistrate’s Court, Deputy Commissioner’s
Office, Circuit House, and other government
oflices, has been unfit for vehicular movement
for nearly a decade.

Local resident Salahuddin Talukder Kumar
alleged that despite being an important route
into Pirojpur town, no steps have been taken
to renovate it.

Vehicles must navigate the road with
caution due to numerous potholes and
an uneven surface, making it extremely
hazardous.

Mohammad Mahbub, another local, said
even rickshaw pullers often refuse to use the
road unless they are paid extra.

The condition is similar for the road
through the Mondalpara area of the
municipality. “Mostly, we use the road on foot
since it is safer than travelling by any vehicle.
This has been the scenario for the past seven

years,” said local resident Emdadul Haque.

“We pay our taxes regularly; why don’t
we receive the necessary facilities?” asked
Mohammad Alauddin, another local.

Dhruba Lal Datta Banik, executive engineer
of Pirojpur Municipality, said it would not be
possible for the municipality to repair all roads
simultaneously due to funding constraints.

“If we receive funds from the government,
then we will be able to conduct extensive road
repairs,” he added.

Md Asaduzzaman, administrator of
Pirojpur municipality, said a proposal
has been sent to the relevant ministry for
sanctioning funds to reconstruct 11 important
roads in the municipality.

“If we receive the funds, we will repair the
roads and mitigate people’s suflerings as soon
as possible,” he added.

An excavator demolishing a structure built on the Karatoa river
land in Bogura Sadar upazila. Tengamara Mohila Sabuj Sangha,
a non-governmental organisation, allegedly grabbed 16.97
acres of the river land over the past three decades and set up
various structures, inset. The local administration and the Water
Development Board launched the eviction drive yesterday to free

PHOTO: MOSTAFA SHABUJ

Jubo Dal
dissolves
upazila unit

for misconduct

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

The central committee
of Jubo Dal has dissolved
its Baufal upazila unit in
Patuakhali, citing violations
of party discipline and
conduct that goes against
its ideals and unity.

The decision was
announced through a press
release signed by Nurul
Islam Sohel, office secretary
of the central committee.

Party sources said the
action followed incidents of
misconduct involving the
unit’s top leaders. Saiful
Islam Jasim, convener of
the upazila unit, and Riaz
Mahmud, joint convener,
were seen participating in
a procession organised by
Awami League.

In a separate incident,
a video showing another
leader consuming yaba
went viral on social media,
drawing  criticism  and
damaging the party’s
image. Contacted, Jasim
declined to comment on
the issue.
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50 hurt ih dash
between RMG
workers, joint forces

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nganj

At least 50 people, including law enforcers and
garment workers, were injured during a clash
between agitating workers and joint forces in
Narayanganj’s Rupganj upazila yesterday afternoon.

The clash erupted around 12:00pm and
continued for nearly three hours in the Aukhabao
area of the Dhaka-Sylhet highway.

At least 10 among the injured are law
enforcement officers. The injured were taken to
various nearby hospitals for treatment.

Mehedi Islam, senior assistant superintendent
of police in Narayanganj, said 10 individuals have
so far been detained in connection with the clash.

However, their identities could not be confirmed
immediately.

According to police and local sources, at least
120 workers of Robintex (Bangladesh) Ltd, an
export-oriented garment factory located in the
Bhulta area, were terminated ahead of Eid.

Protesting this termination, the workers
gathered in front of the factory yesterday morning
for the third day. When members of the joint forces
attempted to disperse the protesters from the area,
the situation escalated into a clash, he added.

EC mulls hybrid
voting method

for expatriates

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission (EC) is assessing the
feasibility of three alternative methods — postal
ballots, online voting, and proxy voting - to
ensure voting rights for expatriates.

Election Commissioner Brigadier General (Retd)

N Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah shared this
. information at a press conference
. on the expatriates’ voting process,
. held at the media centre of the
' ECbuilding in Agargaon.
He said the chief adviser had
| mentioned the need to grant
voting rights to expatriates in
his first speech. “We looked at
178 countries and found that 115
of them have provisions for their
expatriate citizens to vote. The most
commonly followed method is voting at
embassies, followed by postal ballots, and then
online or proxy voting,” he added.

Following the discussion, a workshop was
conducted with experts in elections, law,
technology, and electoral management, where 10

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

Mozammel Hoque Chowdhury,
secretary general of the platform, unveiled
these statistics at Dhaka Reporters’ Unity.

The organisation’s accident monitoring
cell prepared the report based on
information from national and regional
dailies and online news portals.

Mozammel said the actual number
of casualties might be at least ten times
higher, as many incidents were not
reported in the media and were instead
recorded in hospitals.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

Aside from approximately 20
Kilometres of paved roads and

around 70 kilometres of earthen

roads, all other roads in the
municipality’s nine wards are

significantly damaged, making them

risky for commuting.
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