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Lanka passes 
landmark law 
to recover 
stolen assets
AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka’s government 
introduced sweeping 
legislation yesterday to 
recover stolen assets 
and pave the way for the 
prosecution of high-profile 
politicians from previous 
administrations, among 
others.

The Proceeds of Crime bill 
was passed unanimously in 
parliament, where the leftist 
government of President 
Anura Dissanayake enjoys 
a two-thirds majority after 
elections last year.

“This is a historic day for 
Sri Lanka,” Justice Minister 
Harshana Nanayakkara 
told the assembly. “This 
is the first bill of the new 
government.”

He said the bill had been 
in the works for nine years, 
but the new administration 
had accelerated it to 
deliver on a promise to 
pursue politicians who had 
bankrupted the country.

It allows for the seizure 
and confiscation of ill-
gotten wealth even without 
a criminal conviction, 
and it can be applied 
to unexplained assets 
accumulated in the past.

The legislation is also 
in line with an IMF bailout 
programme that the island 
nation entered into in 
early 2023, after declaring 
bankruptcy.

Sri Lanka defaulted on 
its $46 billion foreign debt 
in April 2022 after running 
out of foreign exchange 
to finance even the most 
essential imports, such as 
food, fuel and medicines.

Months of street protests 
led to the resignation of 
then-president Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa, a younger 
brother of Mahinda 
Rajapaksa, who ruled for a 
decade until January 2015.

Sri Lanka’s Supreme 
Court has ruled that 
then-president Gotabaya, 
his then-prime minister 
brother Mahinda and then-
finance minister brother 
Basil were responsible for 
the economic meltdown.

Several relatives, 
including two of 
Mahinda’s children, 
are currently facing 
criminal proceedings over 
corruption and money 
laundering.

Pakistan expels 
8,000 Afghans
REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan has expelled more than 8,000 Afghan 
nationals in the past week in a fresh repatriation 
drive after the expiry of a March 31 deadline, the 
UNHCR said yesterday.

All Afghan nationals who have no legal 
documents to stay or those holding Afghan 
Citizen Cards had been warned by Islamabad to 
return home or face deportation.

Authorities say they have set up temporary 
centres in various cities to house the Afghan 
nationals before transporting them to Torkham 
border crossing in northwest Pakistan.

At least 8,906 Afghan nationals have been 
deported since April 1, the UNHCR said in a 
WhatsApp message.

Islamabad says the drive is part of a campaign 
called the Illegal Foreigners Repatriation Plan 
launched in late 2023.

Kabul has termed the repatriation as forced 
deportation.

Left-wing MPs hold portraits of children of Gaza, who they claim have been killed by Israel’s military offensive in Gaza, during a session of 
questions to the government at The National Assembly, France’s lower house of parliament, in Paris yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

World’s heat streak 
persisted till March
AFP, Paris

Global temperatures hovered at historic highs in 
March, Europe’s climate monitor said on Tuesday, 
prolonging an unprecedented heat streak that 
has pushed the bounds of scientific explanation.

I n Europe, it was the hottest March ever 
recorded by a significant margin, 

said the Copernicus Climate 
Change Service, driving 

rainfall extremes across 
a continent warming 
faster than any other.

The world saw the 
second-hottest March 
in the Copernicus 
dataset, sustaining a 

near-unbroken spell of 
record or near-record-

breaking temperatures 
that has persisted since July 

2023.
Since then, virtually every month has been at 

least 1.5 degrees Celsius hotter than it was before the 
industrial revolution, when humans began burning 
massive amounts of coal, oil and gas.

March was 1.6C above pre-industrial times, 
extending an anomaly so unusual that scientists 
are still trying to fully explain it.

GAZA CARNAGE

19 killed in Israeli 
strikes overnight
AFP, Gaza City

Gaza’s civil defence agency yesterday said that Israeli 
strikes overnight killed at least 19 people across the 
Palestinian territory, where Israel has resumed its 
offensive against Hamas.

Civil defence spokesman Mahmud Bassal told 
AFP that “19 civilians including several children 
were martyred” and dozens more wounded in the 
latest Israeli raids.

Five children and four adults were killed in a 
strike that hit a home in the central city of Deir el-
Balah, while two separate pre-dawn attacks on Gaza 
City and Beit Lahia in the north left a total of 10 
people dead, Bassal said.

Israel resumed intense strikes on the Gaza Strip 
on March 18, ending a two-month ceasefire with 
Hamas. Efforts to restore the truce have so far failed.

According to the health ministry in the Hamas-
run territory, at least 1,391 Palestinians have been 
killed in the renewed Israeli operations, taking the 
overall death toll since the start of the war to 50,752.

Meanwhile, the Palestinian health ministry said 
Israeli troops killed a 30-year-old woman near the 
West Bank city of Salfit yesterday after what the 
army described as an attempted stabbing.

Since the start of the Israeli invasion of Gaza in 
October 2023, violence has soared in the occupied 
West Bank. Israeli troops and settlers have killed at 
least 918 Palestinians in the territory.

French President Emmanuel Macron visited the 
Egyptian city of El-Arish, a key transit point for 
Gaza-bound aid, yesterday to call on Israel to lift 
its blockade of aid deliveries to the war-battered 
Palestinian territory.

Trump announces direct 
nuclear talks with Iran
Iran says deal can be reached if US shows goodwill

AFP, Tehran

Iran’s top diplomat yesterday said 
he believed a new nuclear deal 
could be agreed with the United 
States provided Tehran’s longtime 
foe shows sufficient goodwill 
in talks to begin in Oman 
yesterday.

Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi 
said Iran’s principal 
aim remained the 
lifting of sweeping 
US sanctions. Their 
reimposition by 
President Donald 
Trump in 2018 has 
dealt a heavy blow to the 
Iranian economy.

Trump made the surprise 
announcement that his 
administration would open 
talks with Iran during a White 
House meeting on Monday with 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu, whose country is an 
arch foe of Tehran.

Trump said the talks would be 
“direct” but Araghchi insisted his 
negotiations with US Middle East 
envoy Steve Witkoff on Saturday 

would be “indirect”.
“We will not accept 
any other form of 

negotiation,” Araghchi 
told official media. 
“The format of the 
negotiations... is not 
the most important 
thing in my view. 

What really counts 
is the effectiveness or 

otherwise of the talks.
“If the other side shows 

enough of the necessary 
willingess, a deal can be found... 
The ball is in America’s court.”

Speaking Monday in the Oval 
Office, Trump said he was hopeful 
of reaching a deal with Tehran, but 
warned that the Islamic republic 

would be in “great danger” if the 
talks failed.

“We’re dealing with the Iranians, 
we have a very big meeting on 
Saturday and we’re dealing with 
them directly,” Trump told reporters.

Trump’s announcement 
came after Iran dismissed direct 
negotiations on a new deal to curb 
the country’s nuclear activities, 
calling the idea pointless.

The US president pulled out 
of the last deal in 2018, during 
his first presidency, and there has 
been widespread speculation that 
Israel, possibly with US help, might 
attack Iranian facilities if no new 
agreement is reached.

Trump issued a stern warning to 
Tehran, however.

“I think if the talks aren’t 
successful with Iran, I think Iran’s 
going to be in great danger, and I 
hate to say it, great danger, because 
they can’t have a nuclear weapon,” 
he said.

If they 
[Iran] don’t 

make a 
deal, there 

will be 
bombing.

DONALD TRUMP 

US president 


