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Lanka passes
landmark law
to recover
stolen assets

AFP, Colombo
government
sweeping

Sri  Lanka’s
introduced
legislation  yesterday to
recover  stolen  assets
and pave the way for the
prosecution of high-profile
politicians from previous
administrations, among
others.

TheProceedsof Crimebill
was passed unanimously in
parliament, where the leftist
government of President
Anura Dissanayake enjoys
a two-thirds majority after
elections last year.

“This is a historic day for
Sri Lanka,” Justice Minister
Harshana Nanayakkara
told the assembly. “This
is the first bill of the new
government.”

He said the bill had been
in the works for nine years,
but the new administration
had accelerated it to
deliver on a promise (o
pursue politicians who had
bankrupted the country.

It allows for the seizure
and confiscation of ill-
gotten wealth even without
a criminal  conviction,
and it can be applied
to  unexplained assets
accumulated in the past.

The legislation is also
in line with an IMF bailout
programme that the island
nation entered into in
carly 2023, after declaring
bankruptcy.

Sri Lanka defaulted on
its $46 billion foreign debt
in April 2022 after running
out of foreign exchange
to finance even the most
essential imports, such as
food, fuel and medicines.

Months of street protests
led to the resignation of

then-president  Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, a  younger
brother of Mahinda

Rajapaksa, who ruled for a
decade until January 2015.

Sri  Lanka’s Supreme
Court has ruled that
then-president  Gotabaya,

his then-prime minister
brother Mahinda and then-
finance minister brother
Basil were responsible for
the economic meltdown.

Several relatives,
including two of
Mahinda’s children,
are currently facing

criminal proceedings over
corruption and money
laundering.

Left-wing MPs hold portraits of children of Gaza, who they claim have been killed by Israel’s military offensive in Gaza, during a session of
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questions to the government at The National Assembly, France’s lower house of parliament, in Paris yesterday.

Trump announces direct
nuclear talks with Iran

Iran says deal can be reached if US shows goodwill

AFP, Tehran

Iran’s top diplomat yesterday said
he believed a new nuclear deal
could be agreed with the United
States provided Tehran’s longtime
foe shows sufficient goodwill

in talks to begin in Oman -

yesterday.
Foreign ~ Minister
Abbas Araghchi

said Iran’s principal |
aim remained the
lifting of sweeping
US sanctions. Their

reimposition by
President Donald
Trump in 2018 has

dealt a heavy blow to the

Iranian economy. enough

Trump made the surprise
announcement that his
administration would open

talks with Iran during a White
House meeting on Monday with
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu, whose country is an
arch foe of Tehran.

Trump said the talks would be
“direct” but Araghchi insisted his
negotiations with US Middle East
envoy Steve Witkoff on Saturday

would be “indirect”.
“We will not accept
other
negotiation,” Araghchi
told official media.

“The format of the

negotiations... is not

the most important

thing in my view.

What really counts
is the effectiveness or
otherwise of the talks.
“If the other side shows
the necessary
willingess, a deal can be found...
The ball is in America’s court.”

Speaking Monday in the Oval
Office, Trump said he was hopeful
of reaching a deal with Tehran, but
warned that the Islamic republic
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Titas Gas Transmission and Distribution PLC
Emergency Gas Control and Management (Metro Dhaka)
105, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Kawranbazar C/A,

Dhaka-1215

Invitation for Tender

Essue Ref Mo-28.| 3.0000.000.335,35.001024; Daoe: [ 05.04.2025 |

1 Ministry/DHvision

Power, Energy and Mineral Resources’ Esergy and Mimeral Resources Division

Ageney

Basglades Oil, Das dnd Mineral Comporaleon (Patobangla)

Procaring Entity Name

Titms Qs Trassmission & [Hsribwion PLC

Ehaken

Inwieation for

Procaremnest af Mon-Consulting Services for Oss Lesk Detestion, Localization & Leak Repair of under-
proend Gas Pipelines in Meino Dhaka & Kerasigon|
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4 | Procuring Entity District
5
=]

Invitation Rel No
7 | Duic
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09,04, 2034

KEY INFORMATION

|_& [ Procurement Method

Dpen Tendering Method (OTM)

FUNDING INFORMATION

9 | Budpet and Source of Funds

I

TGTDPLC Own Funds

_PARTICULAR INFORMATION

10| Tender selling Dute

Froen 09 0 2025 10 29 042025 on ali working days | Time: 10000 AM-01:00 PM

1 Terder last selling Dateand Time | 29042035 | Time 0100 PM
12 | Tender Sobmission Daie and Time: 30.04 2025 Tirese: H0-00-1 100 AM
13 | Tender Crpenung Date and Time 3004 2025 Time: 1200 PM

Nume & Address of the .l}ll'l'im:s;_
14 | Selling Tender Document (Principaly

"Atounts Depariness, Head Office, Titas Gas T &0 PLC; 105, R Marrel lslen Avesse, Kawranbaesr CIA,

Dk~ 1315

15 | Selling Tender Document (Onhers)

1. Aceoumts Department, Pemobangln, Petrocester, 3, Kawranbapsr, Dhake-|215;
1. Accounts Depsrtment, BAPEX, Bapec Bhaban, 4, Kawran Berar, Diaks-1215

16 | Receiving Tender Document

151 Floor, Tender Bon, 103, Kazi Nurul lilmen Avesue, Kawemn Bazar C7A, Dhaka-1213

nder Docismen|

(¥fMica of G (Opermtion), 7™ Floor, 104, Kael Maersl 1siem Averss, Kewra Bazar OFA, Dhala. 1213

MATION FOR TENDERER _

18 | Eligibility of Tenderer

1. The minimum mumber of years of general experience of the Teoderer in Covernment / Semi-
govermmeni [ nulonomass body er under any project financedfinvested by the foreign ageacies aa Prime
ConiraciariFuly Contracten’ Third Party shall be 3 (Theed) years.

L The mimimam specific experience an 8 Prime ContractorBub-Contractor under Government [ Semi-
govermment | awionomeun body or a1 a Prime CondracionSub-Contractor! Service Providen Local
Ageni under any preject finascedinvesied by ihe foreign agencles in defecting gaa leahage on gas
distribution pipeline within 3 (fhree) comtracts completed over & period of 18 {ten) years with a batal
walug af at beast Th MU0 [Seventy) Lag Cenly shall be required.

X Tenderers shall have the legal capacity i enber inte tha condrast under tho appieabls las,

4. Tennderers shall b= enrulled In the rebevant p | or irnde ke i £ in
Hangladesh

5 Tenderor shall hawve Rilllled it oblgitions 1o pay e under e provigiens of Lo and regulations
of Bangladesh,

. Tenderers shall have ypecific experience in detecting undengrownd gns pipeline kakage nnd related
servites

1% | Brsel Description of Services

Procaremest of Nos-Contulting Sorvices for G Lenk Deteciisa, Localizsiion
& Leak Repalr of wnder-ground Cas Plpelines In Metro Dhaka & Keranigon| as
Fadlors:

19.1) Gan Loabkage dotoclion by Lager methand detecior,

193 Gas leakage point confirmation by Coating derect locusor.

19.3) Eacavation b expose Gas kenhage paint,

19.4) Gy leshage repalr by Gas leakage preparing camp or welding operation.
19.5] Related service,

20 | Tender Document Price

Tk S0 Taka Five Thousand anly) (Mon Refindalie)

21 Packape No

Identification OF Packags

Siarting and Completion benod of

Terder Security Al |
erder Securily Amour| Service

2 Singhe Package

Gas leak detection (using ary means of
mobilization), localization and instant
leak repair works of under-ground Gas anly)

Pipelines m Metro Dhaks & Kemnigonj

Staring & Comphetion of Service
Within 15 (Fifteen]} days & 180 (One
hundred Eighty) days from the dae of

signing of contract,

Tk. 9,00, 000/ (Takn Nine Lac

123 | Desigration of Official knviting Tender

| 24 Contzet Details of official Inviting Tender

11" Flocr, Head Office; Tites Gas T & D PLE, 109, Kawrns Bazar, Dhaka
Cell01939-921026, Email: parvez& 76 {gmail.com

Special nginicton

25

a} Tender nausi resain valid for 130 days afier the date of treder submission
deadline.

by Pue to wnnveddable clecumytances of the iender canncd be epened in ihe
scheduled dabe, lemder will be received smd opened on fhe pext workiag day i
ihe same limee and venoe,

|25 | The Tender will be condncted and Iniorpeeted & pe the Public Proceranent Rgubalions-2008 e subrmcuent smendmmts

e

=

The precaning estity reserves B raphl or cegect any or all {nders wiihou! ssagnasy any rexson whitsooves

fewmTETa-349/4038-3¢

GD- 836

[Evmergescy s Conwol & Management Meiro Chaka)
Meiobile Mo,: 01939920026

would be in “great danger” if the
talks failed.

“We're dealing with the Iranians,
we have a very big meeting on
Saturday and we’re dealing with
them directly,” Trump told reporters.

Trump’s announcement
came after Iran dismissed direct
negotiations on a new deal to curb
the country’s nuclear activities,
calling the idea pointless.

The US president pulled out
of the last deal in 2018, during
his first presidency, and there has
been widespread speculation that
Israel, possibly with US help, might
attack Iranian facilities if no new
agreement is reached.

Trump issued a stern warning to
Tehran, however.

“I think if the talks aren’t
successful with Iran, I think Iran’s
going to be in great danger, and I
hate to say it, great danger, because
they can’t have a nuclear weapon,”
he said.

form of

GAZA CARNAGE

19 killed in Israeli
strikes overnight

AFP, Gaza City

Garza’s civil defence agency yesterday said that Israeli
strikes overnight killed at least 19 people across the
Palestinian territory, where Israel has resumed its
offensive against Hamas.

Civil defence spokesman Mahmud Bassal told
AFP that “19 civilians including several children
were martyred” and dozens more wounded in the
latest Israeli raids.

Five children and four adults were killed in a
strike that hit a home in the central city of Deir el-
Balah, while two separate pre-dawn attacks on Gaza
City and Beit Lahia in the north left a total of 10
people dead, Bassal said.

Israel resumed intense strikes on the Gaza Strip
on March 18, ending a two-month ceasefire with
Hamas. Efforts to restore the truce have so far failed.

According to the health ministry in the Hamas-
run territory, at least 1,391 Palestinians have been
killed in the renewed Israeli operations, taking the
overall death toll since the start of the war to 50,752.

Meanwhile, the Palestinian health ministry said
Israeli troops killed a 30-year-old woman near the
West Bank city of Salfit yesterday after what the
army described as an attempted stabbing.

Since the start of the Israeli invasion of Gaza in
October 2023, violence has soared in the occupied
West Bank. Israeli troops and settlers have killed at
least 918 Palestinians in the territory.

French President Emmanuel Macron visited the
Egyptian city of El-Arish, a key transit point for
Gaza-bound aid, yesterday to call on Israel to lift
its blockade of aid deliveries to the war-battered
Palestinian territory.

Pakistan expels

8,000

Alghans

Pakistan has expelled more than 8,000 Afghan

nationals in the past week in a fresh repatriation
drive after the expiry of a March 31 deadline, the
UNHCR said yesterday.

All Afghan nationals who have no legal
documents to stay or those holding Afghan
Citizen Cards had been warned by Islamabad to
return home or face deportation.

Authorities say they have set up temporary
centres in various cities to house the Afghan
nationals before transporting them to Torkham
border crossing in northwest Pakistan.

At least 8,906 Afghan nationals have been
deported since April 1, the UNHCR said in a
WhatsApp message.

Islamabad says the drive is part of a campaign
called the Illegal Foreigners Repatriation Plan
launched in late 2023.

Kabul has termed the repatriation as forced
deportation.

World’s heat streak
persisted till March

AFP, Paris

Global temperatures hovered at historic highs in
March, Europe’s climate monitor said on Tuesday,
prolonging an unprecedented heat streak that
has pushed the bounds of scientific explanation.

PHOTO: AFP In Europe, it was the hottest March ever
recorded by a significant margin,
said the Copernicus Climate
Change Service, driving
rainfall extremes across
a continent warming
faster than any other.
The world saw the
second-hottest March
in the Copernicus
dataset, sustaining a
It they near-unbroken spell of
[lran] don’t record or near-record-
make a breaking  temperatures
deal, there 202L3hat has persisted since July
will be Since then, virtually every month has been at
bombing. least 1.5 degrees Celsius hotter than it was before the
industrial revolution, when humans began burning
DONALD TRUMP massive amounts of coal, oil and gas. ) )
) March was 1.6C above pre-industrial times,
US president extending an anomaly so unusual that scientists
are still trying to fully explain it.

WE ARE
HIRING

Democratic Reforms through Inclusive
Participation in Bangladesh (DRIP) Project

# Project Analyst (Electoral Affair) - NSA 9

® Project Officer (M&E) - NPSA 8

#® Project Officer (Communications and Outreach) - NPSA 8
® Project Associate (Finance and Admin) - NPSA 6

Duty Station
Dhaka

Apply Before
18 April 2025 (23:59, New York time)

Contract Duration

1year with possibility lor extension

LTI are particularly

encouraged to apply

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.
For details of the job description and instructions to
apply, please visit our wabsite:

@) www.undp.org/bangladesh/careers

WE ARE
HIRING

Strengthening Institutions, Policies and
Services (SIPS) Project

# Project Analyst (Communication and Reporting) - NPSA 8
e Project Analyst (Data Governance) - NPSA 8

#® Project Associate (Research and Policy Support) - NPSA 6
® Project Associate (Gender) - NPSA 7

Duty Station
Dhaka

Apply Before
18 April 2025 (23:59, New York time)

Contract Duration

1year with possibility for extension

L F R TE R are particularly

encouraged to apply
Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.
For details of the job description and instructions to
apply, please visit our wabsite:

@) www.undp.org/bangladesh/careers




