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Siblings found 
dead in Naogaon
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Police have recovered the bodies of two siblings from 
their residence in Porsha upazila of Naogaon district 
yesterday.

The deceased are Nur Mohammad, 55, and his 
sister Rezia Begum, 58, of Purbobari village under 
Tetulia union in the upazila.

According to local sources, neighbours noticed 
a bad odour coming from the house yesterday 
morning, and informed the police. 

Upon arrival, law enforcers from Porsha Police 
Station recovered the siblings’ decomposed 
bodies. The bodies were sent to Naogaon General 
Hospital for autopsy.

The exact cause of death will be known after the 
autopsy, said Mahbub Alam, a sub-inspector of the 
police station.

Lawyer killed in 
Moulvibazar
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

A lawyer of Moulvibazar District Judge’s Court 
was stabbed to death by unidentified assailants in 
the district town on Sunday night.

The deceased, Sujan Mia, 38, was a resident of 
Purba Hilalpur village in the municipality area.

Locals said some 5-6 miscreants stabbed him in 
front of a building near the District Judge’s Court 
at around 11:30pm and left the scene immediately.

Confirming the incident, Minhazur Rahman, 
officer-in-charge (investigation) of Moulvibazar 
Sadar Model Police Station, said the reason behind 
his murder could not be known yet.

The body has been sent to Moulvibazar Sadar 
Hospital morgue for autopsy. An investigation 
into the incident is underway and legal action will 
be taken accordingly, the OC said.

SAM Habibullah, a lawyer of Moulvibazar District 
Bar Association, said, “We demand identification 
and arrest of the killers immediately.”
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3 years on, 4 key bridges 
remain incomplete

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Despite the passage of official deadlines, 
construction of four key bridges on the 
Kalihati-Borachona and Dhalapara 
roads in Tangail remains incomplete, 
leaving thousands of residents to suffer 
daily.

The unfinished infrastructures -- 
meant to improve road connectivity and 
ease local transportation woes -- have 
instead become symbols of neglect and 
mismanagement. 

Locals, commuters, and transport 
workers are blaming both the 
contractors and the authorities for the 
delays, expressing frustration over what 
they see as a lack of accountability and 
poor quality control.

In the 2021–2022 fiscal year, four 
separate contracts were awarded to build 
bridges at a combined cost of nearly 
Tk 25 crore. The projects were located 
in Kalihati’s Betdoba (Tk 8.6 crore), 
Haripur (Tk 9.24 crore), and Rajafair (Tk 
2.68 crore), as well as Ghatail’s Khakuriya 
(Tk 4.21 crore).

The most glaring delay is seen in the 
Khakuriya Bridge in Ghatail’s Deopara 
area, which remains incomplete nearly 
three years after the initial deadline. 

Local residents from over 40 villages 
have been forced to rely on a deteriorated 
diversion road, enduring daily hardship.

The Local Government Engineering 
Department (LGED) awarded the 
contract to Dhaka-based SE Sadia & 
Samia (JV) in September 2021, with the 
project supposed to be completed by 
March 2022. 

Locals allege the firm subcontracted 
the work to a local contractor, who 

only worked for a few months before 
abandoning the site.

“The contractor hasn’t visited in 
months. People and vehicles are suffering 
as they struggle to use the damaged 
diversion road,” said Liton Miah, a local 
resident. 

Drivers of CNG auto-rickshaws, 
battery-run three-wheelers, and small 
trucks echoed similar frustrations.

Ghatail Upazila Engineer Fazlur 
Rahman admitted the delay was due 
to the contractor’s negligence but said 

efforts are underway to resume and 
complete the project soon.

Meanwhile, a concrete bridge over the 
Jhenai river in Kalihati’s Betdoba area 
-- meant to replace a partially damaged 
bailey bridge -- also remains unfinished. 
The 90.06-metre-long PSC girder bridge 
was funded by the World Bank and 
the government with a Tk 8.06 crore 
budget. Construction was expected to be 
completed by February 2023.

“Thousands of people are suffering 
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Police foil ex-BDR 
members’ march
UNB, Dhaka

Several members of the former Bangladesh 
Rifles (BDR) were reportedly injured in 
a clash with police when the protesters 
were heading towards the Secretariat 
demanding reinstatement to their jobs.

Around 1:00pm, the dismissed BDR 
members gathered at Shikkha Bhaban 
intersection and tried to march to the 
Secretariat holding banners and placards 
that read their demands.
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DISPERSING CROWD

Constable awarded 
for non-violent 
approach
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Constable Riyad Hossain has been awarded 
the President Police Medal (PPM-Service) 
for his non-violent approach in dispersing 
protesters in front of the Bangladesh 
Secretariat recently. 

The Ministry of Home Affairs issued a 
circular in this regard recently.

“In recognition of innovative and 
intelligent policing strategies that 
maintained public order in 2025 while 
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

A woman died and 44 others were injured as a fire 
broke out in the five-storey Maisha Plaza in Bagerhat’s 
Chitalmari upazila yesterday.

The deceased, Anita Roy, 40, a house help, died 
from smoke inhalation. The body has been kept at a 
hospital, said Shahadat Hossain, officer-in-charge of 
Chitalmari Police Station.  

The fire started on the ground floor around 8:30am 
and spread rapidly.

Md Abu Bakkar Zaman, assistant director of fire 
service in Khulna, said eight firefighting units from 
Chitalmari, Bagerhat, Gopalganj, and Khulna brought 
the fire under control around noon.

The fire likely originated from an electric short 
circuit in a showroom on the ground floor, he added.

Of the injured, four were in critical condition and 
transferred to Khulna Medical College Hospital, while 
the rest received treatment at Chitalmari Upazila 
Health Complex, said Dr Mukti Biswas, resident 
medical officer of the health complex.

The building, owned by a Brunei expatriate, housed 
showrooms on ground and first floors, branches of 
several banks and an insurance company on second floor, 
a clinic on third, and residential flats on upper floors. 

Ahmed Kamrul Hasan, deputy commissioner of 
Bagerhat, visited the spot.

1 dead, 44 hurt 
in Bagerhat 
building fire
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Woman found 
dead in Faridpur, 
husband held
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Police recovered the body of a woman from her home 
in Dhormohati Dakshinpara village under Boalmari 
upazila in Faridpur on Sunday.

The deceased was Riya Begum, 24, wife of Mahfuzur 
Rahman of the village. 

Police arrested Mahfuzur, 30, in this connection.
According to police and family sources, the couple 

had been living in Narayanganj for the past six months, 
where Mahfuzur works for a pharmaceutical company.

They returned to their village home to celebrate Eid. At 
the end of the Eid holidays, Mahfuzur informed Riya that 
he would return to Narayanganj alone and leave her at the 
village home. This led to a quarrel on Sunday afternoon.

Later that day, Riya’s body was found hanging from 
a ceiling beam in their house.

Md Hasan, Riya’s maternal uncle, claimed that her 
death was not a suicide. 

Mahmudul Hasan, officer-in-charge of Boalmari 
Police Station, said the body was sent to Faridpur 
Medical College Hospital morgue for autopsy yesterday.

“Based on a complaint lodged by the victim’s father, 
her husband has been arrested and sent to jail through 
court,” the OC added.


