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Hilsa haul hits seven
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since we netted more than 
two maunds in a single trip. 
With river catch dwindling, 
we’re now forced to go 
deeper into the sea—facing 
greater risks and more 
accidents,” said Alauddin 
Mia, a fisherman from 
Bhola Sadar upazila.

Ibrahim Majhi, a 
fisherman from Kuakata, 
said, “Sometimes, we return 
empty-handed. Spending 
over Tk 2 lakh per trip has 
pushed us deep into debt.”

Fishermen have called 
for stricter enforcement 
against illegal nets and 
intensified monitoring to 
protect jatka and ensure 
sustainable hilsa yields.

Meanwhile, prices of 
hilsa in Barishal markets 
have soared, driven by 
dwindling supply and 
increased demand ahead of 
Pahela Baishakh.

At Port Road Market 
-- one of the largest hilsa 
trading hubs in the south -- 
sellers said prices have risen 
sharply as wholesale traders 
hoard fish in anticipation of 
festival demand.

“Demand has spiked 
as hotels and restaurants 
in major cities like Dhaka 
and Chattogram have sent 
agents to secure hilsa for 
their Baishakhi menus. 
Whatever little we get isn’t 
even enough to meet local 
demand. As supply shrinks, 
prices are shooting up,” 
said Zahir Sikder, a fish 
trader at the market.

Hilsas weighing around 
500 grammes are now 
selling for around Tk 1,100 
per kg, while larger ones 

over 1kg are going for over 
Tk 3,000 per kg -- more 
than double the rate a 
couple of weeks ago. Prices 
of smaller hilsa (200–300g) 
have also jumped by at least 
50 percent compared to 
just before Eid-ul-Fitr.

Barishal District 
Fisheries Officer Ripon 
Kanti Ghosh said fishing 
is currently banned in key 
spawning grounds in Hizla, 
Mehendiganj, and Bhola 
until April 30.

“This, along with jatka 
conservation drives, 
significantly reduced 
market supply, causing the 
recent price hike,” he added.

11 days, 257 road crashes, 249 lives lost
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the 15-day Eid-ul-Fitr 
vacation last year, 367 
people were killed, 
averaging 24 fatalities per 
day, while 20 casualties 
per day were recorded over 
the 14 days of vacation in 
2023. 

RSF noted that, 
according to media reports, 
553 individuals were 
injured in road accidents 
this year; however, the 
actual number of injuries 
could exceed 2,000, 
with 571 injured people 
admitted to the National 
Institute of Traumatology 
and Orthopaedic 
Rehabilitation (NITOR) in 
just two days during Eid.

The report said the 
highest number of fatalities 
involved motorbike drivers 
or pillions, with 106 killed 
in 114 accidents. 

Besides, 49 were three-
wheeler passengers, 39 
pedestrians, 18 private car 
or microbus passengers, 14 
bus passengers, 10 locally-
made vehicle passengers, 
nine truck or pick-up van or 
tractor or trolly passengers, 
and four bicycle riders. 

It said 32 of the deceased 
were either drivers or 
their assistants of various 
vehicles. 

During the vacation, 
13 people died and 15 
others were injured in 
six waterway accidents. 
Besides, 12 people died and 
eight were injured in 17 
railway accidents. 

The report outlined that 
out of the total accidents, 
68 were head-on collisions, 
113 were due to drivers 
losing control, 41 involved 
running over pedestrians, 
and 11 involved collisions 
with other vehicles from 
behind.

Accidents occurred 
on various roads, with 87 
on national highways, 98 
on regional highways, 43 
on rural roads, and 29 on 
urban roads. A total of 
408 vehicles were involved 
in accidents, including 
119 motorbikes, 88 three-
wheelers, 78 buses, 29 
trucks, and 21 locally made 
vehicles.

The report found that 
the highest percentage of 

accidents, 26.84 percent, 
occurred in the afternoon, 
followed by 23.34 percent 
in the morning, 21 percent 
at noon, 17.5 percent at 
night, 8.17 percent in the 
evening, and 3.11 percent 
around dawn. 

Dhaka division saw 
the highest number of 
fatalities, with 62 deaths 
in 74 accidents, while 
Sylhet division recorded 
the lowest, with six deaths 
in seven accidents. District-
wise, Chattogram saw 
the highest fatalities, 
with 31 people killed in 18 
accidents. In the capital, 

seven people were killed, 
and 48 were injured in 31 
accidents.

The report identified 
reckless motorbike 
driving by teenagers and 
young adults as a major 
contributing factor to 
the accidents, noting that 
57 percent of motorbike 
accident victims were aged 
between 14 and 20. 

Other contributing 
factors included faulty 
vehicles, overspeeding, 
unspecified wages and 
working hours, drivers’ 
lack of skills, physical 
and mental illness, the 

presence of slow-moving 
vehicles on highways, 
violations and lack of 
knowledge of traffic rules, 
poor traffic management, 
the Bangladesh Road 
Transport Authority’s lack 
of capacity, and extortion 
in the transport sector.

In its recommendations, 
RSF suggested creating 
more skilled drivers, 
establishing fixed working 
hours and wages for drivers, 
increasing the capacity 
of the BRTA, strictly 
enforcing traffic rules, and 
eliminating extortion in 
the transport sector.

Commission plans
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national consensus must 
go beyond political actors. 

“Political parties 
represent the people. But 
there are many outside 
these parties whose voices 
matter too. We want 
to bring them into the 
process,” he said.

Prof Riaz said the 
commission aims to 
complete its mandate by 
mid-July. 

So far, 29 political 
parties have submitted 
their opinions on reform 
recommendations, with 
dialogues commencing 
before Independence Day. 

Talks were held with 
four parties prior to Eid-
ul-Fitr.

“We hope to complete 
the first round of 
discussions by the first 
week of May. The second 
phase is expected to begin 
in the second week of May,” 
he said. 

“We expect to identify 
areas of agreement, while 
in some areas there might 
still be differences or need 
for clarification. But we 
will continue discussions 
within that timeframe,” he 
said.

The commission’s work 
builds on proposals drawn 
from five earlier reform 
bodies: the Constitution 
Reform Commission, 
Public Administration 
Reform Commission, 
Electoral System Reform 
Commission, Judiciary 
Reform Commission, 
and the Anti-Corruption 
Commission Reform 
Commission.

To gather feedback, 
the NCC had earlier sent 
a spreadsheet of 166 
proposals to 38 political 
parties, requesting 
responses by March 13. 
Among those, the AB 
Party submitted detailed 
feedback, agreeing with 
108 proposals, partially 
agreeing with 26, and 
disagreeing with 32.

AB Party Chairman 
Mujibur Rahman Manju 
said, “We appreciate the 
proposals of the Consensus 
Commission. Even on 
issues where there are 
partial agreements or 
disagreements, today’s 
discussion helped clarify 
positions.”

Responding to 
criticism that the NCC’s 
questionnaire resembled 
a multiple-choice format, 
Manju said, “We didn’t find 
it to be MCQ-style. There 
was enough space to express 
all kinds of opinions. 
Therefore, it shouldn’t be 
underestimated.”

He emphasised the 
importance of both 
formal and informal 
dialogue. “We are not 
rigid in holding onto our 
views -- we welcome any 
discussion based on logic 
and reasoning,” he said. 

Commission members 
Safar Raj Hossain, 
Justice Emdadul Haque, 
Iftekharuzzaman, and 
Chief Advisor’s Special 
Assistant Monir Haider 
were also present at the 
meeting.

The AB Party delegation 
was led by Manju and 
included 13 members.

ACC seeks work order
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In a letter sent to the 
secretary of the health 
services division on March 
16, the ACC mentioned 
that a three-member team 
is investigating complaints 
involving Salman. 

The allegations against 
him include stock market 
fraud, manipulation 
of placement shares, 
embezzlement of 
thousands of crores of taka 
from shareholders through 
deception, securing 
loans amounting to 
approximately Tk 36,000 
crore from various banks 
using undue influence, and 
misappropriating these 
funds, as well as laundering 
thousands of crores of taka 
abroad.

To facilitate a proper 
investigation into these 
allegations, the ACC sought 
records and documents 
showing whether any work 
orders were issued to any 

entity owned by Salman 
between 2008 and 2024, 
according to the document.

The DGHS yesterday  
issued a letter to all of 
its subordinate bodies, 
including the Central 
Medical Stores Depot, 
the National Institute 
of Preventive and Social 
Medicine, the Institute 
of Epidemiology, Disease 
Control and Research, 
the Centre for Medical 
Education, all specialised 
hospitals, and all medical 
college hospitals. 

The same letter was sent 
to its directors and line 
directors.

When asked why the 
letter was sent yesterday, 
the DGHS director said 
they received it from the 
health ministry on Sunday. 
“After receiving the letter, 
we issued the instruction 
today [Monday], asking for 
all relevant information 
within two days,” he added.

Police foil
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Police intercepted them, 
triggering a scuffle between 
them.

At one stage, the 
protesters took position 
on the busy street, halting 
traffic movement for nearly 
an hour.

After some time, the 
protesters again tried to go 
to the Secretariat. Police 
then used water cannons, 
teargas and sound grenades 
to disperse them.

Later, the protesters 
moved to the Doel Chattar, 
which allowed vehicular 
movement to resume.

Shahbagh Police Station 
Inspector Mazharul Islam 
said the violence occurred 
when they tried to disperse 
the protesters. He said no 
casualties were reported.

Additional police 
personnel were deployed at 
the scene, he added.

3 years on, 4 key
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every day because of the 
delay,” said Masud Rana of 
Betdoba. 

He accused both the 
contractors and the 
authorities of ignoring 
their responsibilities.

Contractor Mohammad 
Shaheen said the main 
structure is done and only 
approach roads remain. 
“The rest will be completed 
within the next three 
months,” he assured.

In Haripur and Rajafair, 
the situation is no different. 

Kalihati Upazila 
Engineer Arif Hossain said 
design changes led to time 
extensions, but the main 
structures of the bridges 
are finished. “Remaining 
work is progressing 
quickly,” he said.

Tangail LGED Executive 
Engineer Mohammad 
Kamruzzaman said, “We 
hope to make the bridges 
usable before the next 
monsoon. Quality is 
being maintained at every 
stage, and any issues are 
addressed immediately.”
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Constable awarded
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showing respect towards 
citizens, police member 
Riyad Hossain is 
hereby awarded the 
President Police 
Medal (PPM-
Service),” the 
circular reads. 

It came into 
effect on March 
27.

Riyad earned praise 
after dispersing a group 
of protesters by feinting 
to charge with a baton -- 

but without actually using 
force on the protesters. 
A video capturing his 

handling of the situation 
showed that Riyad 

was hitting the 
ground and 
nearby electricity 
poles to create 

noise and alarm, 
causing protesters 

to vacate the area.
The video quickly 

went viral on social media, 
drawing widespread public 
praise.

Riyad Hossain


