
INTERNATIONAL
DHAKA MONDAY APRIL 7, 2025 

CHAITRA 24, 1431 BS        7
NUKE DEAL

Iran rejects 
US’s direct 
talks offer
AFP, Tehran

Iran’s top diplomat 
has dismissed direct 
negotiations with the 
United States as pointless 
over nuclear talks, his 
office said yesterday.

Trump sent a letter 
to Iran’s supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
last month calling for 
negotiations but warning 
of military action if 
diplomacy failed.

On Thursday, the 
Trump said he favoured 
“direct talks”, arguing 
they were “faster” 
and offered a better 
understanding.

But Iranian Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araghchi 
said direct talks made 
no sense with a country 
“that constantly 
threatens to resort to 
force in violation of the 
UN Charter”.

“We remain 
committed to diplomacy 
and are ready to try 
the path of indirect 
negotiations,” he said.

“Iran keeps itself 
prepared for all possible 
or probable events, 
and just as it is serious 
in diplomacy and 
negotiations, it will 
also be decisive and 
serious in defending its 
national interests and 
sovereignty.”

This handout photograph taken and released by the State Emergency Service of Ukraine yesterday shows firefighters extinguishing a fire in a 
residential building following an air strike in Kupiansk, Kharkiv region. PHOTO: AFP

Kyiv missile attack kills 2
Zelensky urges more ‘pressure’ on Moscow; next Russia-US 

contact could be ‘next week’
AFP, Kyiv

President Volodymyr Zelensky 
yesterday warned that Moscow is 
increasing its aerial bombardment 
after Russia mounted a “massive” 
missile and drone attack on Ukraine 
overnight, killing two people and 
wounding at least seven.

Zelensky said the attack proved 
that “the pressure on Russia is still 
insufficient”.

Meanwhile, Russia claimed the 
capture of a village in Ukraine’s 
Sumy region in a rare cross-border 
advance.

Early yesterday, Russia “launched 
a massive nationwide attack on 
Ukraine using ballistic missiles, 
cruise missiles and drones,” said 
first deputy prime minister Yulia 
Svyrydenko.

In the capital Kyiv, explosions 
were heard overnight, and a dark 
plume of smoke rose up from the 
city early Sunday morning, AFP 
journalists saw.

“Preliminarily, one person was 
killed, and three were wounded, two 
of them were hospitalised,” the head 

of the city’s military administration, 
Tymur Tkachenko, wrote on social 
media.

City mayor Vitali Klitschko said 
that “the body of a man killed in 

an enemy attack was discovered in 
Darnytsia district. He was on the 
street, near the epicentre of the 
explosion. The man’s identity is 
being established.”

A missile strike partially 
destroyed a building housing state 
foreign-language broadcasters, 
the Russian-language Freedom 
television channel reported, 
saying that its newsroom had been 
destroyed.

Emergency services said that 
during attacks, fires broke out in 

non-residential buildings in Kyiv, 
damaging a multi-storey business 
centre, furniture factory and 
warehouses. In the nearby Kyiv 
region a man was burnt when an 
attack sparked a house fire, the head 
of the military administration said.

Overnight, Russia attacked 
Ukraine with 23 cruise and ballistic 
missiles and 109 drones, the 
Ukrainian air force said, causing 
damage to six regions.

The air force said it shot down 13 
of the missiles and 40 drones while 
54 others caused no damage.

The latest attacks came two days 
after a missile attack on the central 
Ukrainian city of Kryvyi Rig killed 18 
people including nine children on 
Friday evening.

The UN’s high commissioner 
for human rights, Volker Turk, 
yesterday denounced Russia’s 
“reckless disregard” for human life 
in using “an explosive weapon with 
wide area effects”.

Russia said it had struck a central 
artillery base and enterprises 
involved in producing drones and 
hit its targets.

Indian PM hails 
close Lanka ties
AFP, Colombo

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid 
homage to Sri Lanka’s sacred Buddhist tree 

yesterday before wrapping up a state 
visit during which he secured 

defence and energy deals.
Modi offered flowers 

to the Sri Maha Bodhi, 
an object of worship 
and a symbol of 
sovereignty for the 
Buddhist-majority 
island, in the pilgrim 

city of Anuradhapura.
The tightly-guarded 

fig tree is believed to have 
grown from a sapling of the 

tree in India under which the 
Buddha is said to have attained enlightenment 
over 2,500 years ago.

The Hindu-nationalist Indian premier also 
worshipped and offered robes to the tree during 
a previous visit in 2015, underscoring its religious 
and cultural importance to both nations.

The tree, botanical name ficus religiosa, is 
worshipped daily by thousands as a symbol of the 
“living Buddha”, its branches propped up by gold-
plated iron supports.

The tree is guarded around the clock by monks, 
police, and armed troops.

“This visit has reaffirmed the deep cultural, 
spiritual and civilisational ties between our 
two nations,” Modi said on social media, before 
returning to India.

On Saturday, Modi and Sri Lankan President 
Anura Kumara Dissanayake oversaw the signing of 
seven agreements, including on defence and energy.

Dissanayake rolled out the red carpet for Modi 
and conferred on him the country’s highest 
civilian honour for “the deep personal friendship” 
shown to Sri Lanka.

Modi’s visit is seen as a strategic move to 
counter rival China’s growing influence in the 
region.

We simply 
cannot cling 
on to old 

sentiments 
when the world 

is turning 
this fast... 

The world as 
we knew it 

has gone. Old 
assumptions 
can no longer 
be taken for 
granted.

Keir Starmer 

British PM
laments a ‘new world’ 
governed by “deals 

and alliances” 
rather than rules

City

Students go on strike across Bangladesh
FROM PAGE 1

According to Wafa news 
agency, the official news 
agency of the Palestinians, 
the call for today’s strike 
was made, protesting the 
horrific massacres and 
crimes committed by 
Israeli forces. These include 
the killing of civilians, 
particularly children and 
women, and the widespread 
destruction aimed at 
displacing Palestinians 
from their homes.

A press release signed 
by Mohammad Rofiqul 
Islam, director of DU’s 
Public Relations Office, 
said classes and exams 
would remain suspended 
today and university offices 
would be closed from 
9:00am to 11:00am. A 
revised exam schedule will 
be announced later.

At least 12 DU 
departments, along with 
the Faculties of Law and 
Fine Arts and the Institute 
of Education and Research 
(IER), issued separate 
statements suspending 

academic activities in 
solidarity with the plight of 
the Palestinians.

Meanwhile, DU students 
under the banner Azad 
Palestine marched on 
campus around 7:30pm 
yesterday and held a 
gayebana janaza (funeral 
prayer in absentia) for 
Gaza’s victims near TSC. 
The group also announced 
it will march to the US 
Embassy on Tuesday.

RU authorities, in a 
statement, condemned 
the violence in Gaza and 
urged the international 
community to act urgently. 
“As an academic institution 
committed to peace, 
justice, and human dignity, 
we call for immediate 
and effective steps to end 
the barbaric violence and 
protect civilians,” the 
statement reads.

RU also announced 
upcoming protest 
programmes.

Students from several 
universities also joined 
the strike, including BRAC 

University, Chittagong 
University of Engineering 
and Technology (CUET), 
University of Liberal 
Arts Bangladesh (ULAB), 
Shahjalal University of 
Science and Technology 
(SUST), Begum Rokeya 
University, Daffodil 
International University 
(DIU), Green University, 
Independent University, 
Bangladesh (IUB), Khulna 
University, Khulna 
University of Engineering 
and Technology (KUET), 
Military Institute of Science 
and Technology (MIST), 
and Noakhali Science and 
Technology University, 
among others.

People also expressed 
their solidarity on 
Facebook, Instagram, 
TikTok, and X, demanding 
an end to the violence, 
sharing updates on the 
situation in Gaza and 
calling for global pressure 
on Israel.

Political parties also 
announced solidarity 
programmes. 

Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi 
Chhatra Dal (JCD) 
described Israeli actions 
in Gaza and Rafah as 
“barbaric genocide”. The 
JCD announced a separate 
protest programme for 
tomorrow.

JCD activists will stage 
a silent protest at 10:30am 
in front of educational 
institutions covering 
their mouths with black 
cloths. Marches from all 
institutions will follow 
at noon, culminating in 
protest rallies.

Sarjis Alam, chief 
organiser (North) of the 
National Citizen Party 
(NCP), posted on Facebook 
urging people to take to the 
streets. “As humans and as 
Muslims, it’s not enough to 
condemn. Students across 
the country, regardless of 
their political affiliations, 
must unite against the 
Israeli killers,” he wrote.

 Meghmallar Bosu, 
president of a faction of 
Dhaka University unit 
of Bangladesh Chhatra 

Union, posted a video 
urging students to join the 
strike by skipping classes 
and keeping campuses 
shut.

“We declare full and 
active support for the Global 
Strike called in protest 
against the Israeli genocide 
in Gaza. Nationwide 
demonstrations will be held 
tomorrow [Monday], ”said 
Syed Muhammad Rezaul 
Karim, ameer of Islami 
Andolon Bangladesh, in a 
statement.

Hefazat-e-Islam also 
urged the public to join the 
strike tomorrow after Zuhr 
prayers. 

Meanwhile, the Dhaka 
South unit of Jamaat-e-
Islami and the National 
Ulama Mashayekh Aimma 
Parishad announced a 
protest procession in the 
afternoon in response to 
the Gaza killings.

According to Al Jazeera, 
Israeli strikes have killed at 
least 46 Palestinians in the 
past 24 hours alone. 

Anti-Trump rallies rock US
FROM PAGE 1

In Los Angeles, a woman 
dressed as a character 
from dystopian novel “The 
Handmaid’s Tale” waved a 
large flag with the message: 
“Get out of my uterus,” a 
reference to Trump’s anti-
abortion policies.

In Denver, Colorado, one 
man in a large crowd of 
protesters held up a placard 
reading “No king for USA.”

The rallies even extended 
to some European capitals, 
where demonstrators 
voiced opposition to Trump 
and his aggressive trade 

policies.
“What’s happening 

in America is everyone’s 
problem,” Liz Chamberlin, a 
dual US-British citizen told 
AFP at a London rally.

“It’s economic lunacy... 
He is going to push us into a 
global recession.”

And in Berlin, 70-year-
old retiree Susanne Fest 
said Trump had created 
“a constitutional crisis,” 
adding, “The guy is a 
lunatic.”

In the US, a loose 
coalition of left-leaning 
groups like MoveOn and 

Women’s March organised 
“Hands Off” events in 
more than 1,000 cities 
and in every congressional 
district, the groups said.

Trump has angered 
many Americans by 
moving aggressively to 
downsize the government, 
unilaterally impose 
conservative values and 
sharply pressure even 
friendly countries over 
borders and trade, causing 
stock markets to tank.

“We’re out here to stop 
the, honestly, fascism,” 
protester Dominic Santella 

told AFP in Boston. “We’re 
stopping a leader from... 
jailing his opponents, 
stopping him from jailing 
just random people, 
immigrants.”

Many Democrats are 
irate that their party, in the 
minority in both houses of 
Congress, has seemed so 
helpless to resist Trump’s 
moves.

At the National Mall, 
just blocks from the 
White House, thousands 
heard speakers, including 
Representative Jamie 
Raskin, a Democrat who 

served as impeachment 
manager during Trump’s 
second impeachment.

“No moral person wants 
an economy-crashing 
dictator who knows the 
price of everything and the 
value of nothing,” he told 
the crowd.

Activist Graylan Hagler, 
71, also addressed the 
protest, saying: “They’ve 
woken up a sleeping giant, 
and they haven’t seen 
nothing yet.”

“We will not sit down, 
we will not be quiet, and we 
will not go away.”


