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NUKE DEAL
Iran rejects
US’s direct
talks offer

AFP, Tehran

Indian PM hails
close Lanka ties

AFP, Colombo

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid
homage to Sri Lanka’s sacred Buddhist tree
yesterday before wrapping up a state
S visit during which he secured

— defence and energy deals.
Modi offered flowers
to the Sri Maha Bodhi,
an object of worship
and a symbol of
sovereignty for the
Buddhist-majority
island, in the pilgrim
city of Anuradhapura.
The tightly-guarded
fig tree is believed to have
grown from a sapling of the
tree in India under which the

Iran’s top diplomat
has dismissed direct
negotiations with the
United States as pointless
over nuclear talks, his
office said yesterday.

Trump sent a letter
to Iran’s supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
last month calling for
negotiationsbut warning
of military action if
diplomacy failed.

On Thursday, the
Trump said he favoured

“direct talks”, arguing . ) 1 )

they  were  “faster” Buddha is said to have attained enlightenment
and offered a better over 2,500 years ago. ) )
understanding. The Hindu-nationalist Indian premier also

worshipped and offered robes to the tree during
a previous visit in 2015, underscoring its religious
and cultural importance to both nations.

The tree, botanical name ficus religiosa, is
worshipped daily by thousands as a symbol of the
“living Buddha”, its branches propped up by gold-
plated iron supports.

The tree is guarded around the clock by monks,
police, and armed troops.

“This visit has reaffirmed the deep cultural,
spiritual and civilisational ties between our

But Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi
said direct talks made
no sense with a country
“that constantly
threatens (o resort (o
force in violation of the
UN Charter”.

“We remain
committed to diplomacy
and are ready (o (ry

This handout photograph taken and released by the State Emergency Service of Ukraine yesterday shows firefighters extinguishing a fire in a

N . . . . P . N . the path of indirect two nations,” Modi said on social media, before
residential building following an air strike in Kupiansk, Kharkiv region. PHOTO: AFP negot?ati ons.” he said returning to India
“Iran  keeps itself On Saturday, Modi and Sri Lankan President

prepared for all possible

o o o o
or probable events,
Kyiv missile attack Kkills 2 5o
in  diplomacy and
negotiations, it  will
also be decisive and
serious in defending its

Anura Kumara Dissanayake oversaw the signing of
seven agreements, including on defence and energy.

Dissanayake rolled out the red carpet for Modi
and conferred on him the country’s highest
civilian honour for “the deep personal friendship”
shown to Sri Lanka.
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