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. Indian PM hails
[ran rejects .
US’s direct close Lanka ties
talkS Oﬂer AFP, Colombo
AFP, Tehran India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid
Iran’ . homage to Sri Lanka’s sacred Buddhist tree
ran’'s top diplomat

yesterday before wrapping up a state
S visit during which he secured
defence and energy deals.
Modi offered flowers
to the Sri Maha Bodhi,
an object of worship
and a symbol of
sovereignty for the
Buddhist-majority
island, in the pilgrim
city of Anuradhapura.
The tightly-guarded

has dismissed direct
negotiations with the
United States as pointless
over nuclear talks, his
office said yesterday.
Trump sent a letter
to Iran’s supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
last month calling for
negotiationsbut warning
of military action if
diplomacy failed.

T——

On Thursday, the fig tree is believed to have
Trump said he favoured grown from a sapling of the
“direct talks”, arguing tree in India under which the
they  were  “faster” Buddha is said to have attained enlightenment
and offered a better over 2:509 yearsago. ) )
understanding. The Hindu-nationalist Indian premier also

worshipped and offered robes to the tree during
a previous visit in 2015, underscoring its religious
and cultural importance to both nations.

The tree, botanical name ficus religiosa, is
worshipped daily by thousands as a symbol of the
“living Buddha”, its branches propped up by gold-
plated iron supports.

The tree is guarded around the clock by monks,
police, and armed troops.

“This visit has reaffirmed the deep cultural,
spiritual and civilisational ties between our

But Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi
said direct talks made
no sense with a country
“that constantly
threatens (o resort (o
force in violation of the
UN Charter”.

“We remain
committed to diplomacy
and are ready (o (ry

This handout photograph taken and released by the State Emergency Service of Ukraine yesterday shows firefighters extinguishing a fire in a

N . . . . P . N . the path of indirect two nations,” Modi said on social media, before
residential building following an air strike in Kupiansk, Kharkiv region. PHOTO: AFP negot?ati ons.” he said returning to India
“Iran  keeps itself On Saturday, Modi and Sri Lankan President

prepared for all possible

o o o o
or probable events,
Kyiv missile attack Kkills 2 5o
in  diplomacy and
negotiations, it  will
also be decisive and
serious in defending its

Anura Kumara Dissanayake oversaw the signing of
seven agreements, including on defence and energy.

Dissanayake rolled out the red carpet for Modi
and conferred on him the country’s highest
civilian honour for “the deep personal friendship”
shown to Sri Lanka.

Zelensky urges more ‘pressure’ on Moscow; next Russia-US

We simpl ‘ ’ ( ) Modi’s visit is seen as a strategic move (o
P contact could be ‘next week national interests and counter rival China’s growing influence in the
cannot Chng . . - L. . . . - . . sovereignty.” region
on to old AFP, Kyiv of the city’s military administration, non-residential buildings in Kyiv, :
sentiments : Tymur Tkachenko, wrote on social damaging a multi-storey business
President  Volodymyr  Zelensky  media. centre, furniture factory and
Wh,en the .WOI‘ld yesterday warned that Moscow is City mayor Vitali Klitschko said warehouses. In the nearby Kyiv m w W
1S turning increasing its acrial bombardment that “the body of a man killed in region a man was burnt when an A
this fast... after Russia mounted a “massive” attack sparked a house fire, the head ﬁ CED|
The world as missile and drone attack on Ukraine of the military administration said. Lo W
we knew it overnight, Killing two people and Overnight, ~ Russia  attacked S, GG, Gt
h 1 wounding at least seven. Ukraine with 23 cruise and ballistic i i
as gone: old Ze‘!ensky said the attack proved missiles and 109 drones, the www.nha.gov.bd
assumll)tlons 'that fﬁthe [;Eessure on Russia is still (lijramlan air force said, causing AT AL 3200000 800, Sir. 008,35 333 wifEde obfousond s
can no longer msulhicient . ) ) amage (o six regions.
be taken for Meanwhile, Russia claimed the The air force said it shot down 13 A& 1w e ewre Refe
ted capture of a village in Ukraine’s of the missiles and 40 drones while o _ N _
granted. Sumy region in a rare cross -border 54 others caused no damage. HefoR Aerem wasifon o e TnE o, s oSt Baes o g 913, sobo A 4 8 e
Keir Starmer advance. The latest attacks came two days () © Fom arsh Sm o g RRe-2oss o7 R ¢ il Fa 3 ow B afebm P
British PM Early yesterday, Russia “launched  an enemy attack was discovered in  after a missile attack on the central CRI Bl R ¢ (1) T ety ReTH 4R TS SO A SNSRI RN wel
laments a ‘new world’ a massive nationwide attack on  Darnytsia district. He was on the Ukrainian city of Kryvyi Rig killed 18 I A W R IO 382 T (@16 O 2d R WG 47 AENE 26l TH (@6 AETR 39 7
governed by “deals Ukraine using ballistic missiles, street, near the epicentre of the people including nine children on omia carmicas o afim o B sfEwites fiews s a@g@n 3fe= w41 2
and alliances” cruisec missiles and drones,” said  explosion. The man’s identity is Friday evening. ey P T T g
rather than rules first deputy prime minister Yulia being established.” The UN’s high commissioner N Tovm b oW &5 STSaas 1o e
Svyrydenko. ) ) A missile strike  partially for human rights, Volker Turk, - T 751 An-s (TTTE91-3,3), RIS 35-b8/0a, F93 58, 00, 070
In the capital Kyiv, explosions destroyed a building housing state yesterday — denounced — Russia’s § Fﬁm@mﬁ@m I -0t
were heard overnight, and a dark  foreign-language broadcasters, “reckless disregard” for human life e AT N T T
| plume of smoke rose up from the the Russian-language Freedom in using “an explosive weapon with LI =t bl . G
‘ city ea.rly Sunday morning, AFP (elevision channel reported, wide area effects”. T | FEemmwm et o
JOUFﬂal{St§ Saw. saying that its newsroom had been Russia said it had struck a central 8 B w1134, T o, Thasnas, aftm, s oRREm, oret-saen
“Preliminarily, one person was destroyed. artillery base and enterprises o) | o e -
killed, and three were wounded, two Emergency services said that involved in producing drones and Rt e DI (o3 691, 3% - o), S/ (@0, 611 Saoa |
of them were hospitalised,” the head  duri ks, fires brok in  hiti yy | T e () e e
D ) uring attacks, Iires broke out In 1L 1ts targets. rte ao/R, =t #o0=, ATeS Bewrs (va w), S
i gfam geree MAGS ) I -5
- B o, ool wfEm (an e, S erargd aFRTE aard, me
Taa5an wres cerewmTH s =
US storms W | e e
= H =-0% (43 WE), MR GIOUE, B (=, ST, v
o () L) [ )
B STH TS STw 1 Wy
Scientist rewriting DNA,  deah ol ST e
) 1 oy i) WSy
Clll I IbS tO 16 S Batate 418 Az aa, [R5, =1 Tgalres, v
L) [ ) FIT W% ETEN G
d fut re Of edl 1 e AFP, Washington i Pretas wnfis afefis, *‘-1"‘::[:':- AT, BRE SR
aI 1 u l I l C I l ..................... et enean . wTa™ e WIvS-38
831 T e e i i
Violent storms battering mﬁ' " %ﬂmﬂ""jm bl Fr
AFP, Washington It cuts both strands of the DNA  Therapeutics - which Liu co- the central-eastern United ol sty W~ ;
------- e : helix, making it most useful to founded -- announced it had States have Kkilled at least CE=T7 WIETHT S TATER 450 CRTSUTA A1 -3
A Fe_VOIUUOH 1S un<_:lerway Ingene  disrupt rather than correct genes, treated patients of AATD, a rare 16 people, officials said, B | aert s, 795 50-(2-8, 284, DY e T A, fwe, o
editing — and at its forefront is  while the process can introduce genetic disorder affecting the with the National Weather @ g“':ﬁﬁ‘:’?“rﬂwf‘m L] HF-ad
David Liu,an American molecular ey errors. lungs and liver, with a single Service  warning  on i :k :Ehﬁl‘ e —
blOlOgl_St_ whose pioneering work “Being able to use genome drug infusion. Saturday of “severe” flash ks BTS04 CEMNAT G, 71 WL, V9. S0
is rewriting the building bloglf_s o editing (o treat genetic diseases While  traditional  gene flooding in the coming oy | T TR TG oS e o S
llfeXVlth urflprecedentedhpre%SlOI:j- requires, in most cases, ways to therapies often disrupt faulty days. B Il i b Rl i
e pro efSSKZITat :1 eH rod 4 correct a DNA misspelling, not genes or work around them, base A line of fierce storms i gﬁ:?:f:-mﬁ; T w0
e and 2arvard, - oimply to disrupt a gene,” Liu said. ~ editing repairs the mutation stretching  from  Arkansas ARG AL =y
Liu was awarded a Breakthrough to Ohio has damaged - ;’f::w ﬂ_ﬂ"““‘? “_? sl e seviiom: i =3
Prize 1p Llfg Sciences on Saturd;ly buildings, flooded roadways {'m' e —— : = ' BE-an
for developlng two transformative and produced dozens of 30| fremne 210 St QT At b, BT fsdses, Yo, rlasse
technologies: ~ one  already tornadoes in recent days. | T e T wIF-Bo
improving the lives of patients Tennessee was hardest : Frtas sy, P s fee care, wie
with severe genetic diseases, the hit bv ¢ th i4 BT 300t 4TS S . w83
other poised to reshape medicine ! h y extreme V\ﬁi‘a her, s, BrweHl Ce, o 4208 (5o e, e st s, R, ot
¢ wit state  authorities [P e s
in the years ahe_ad. saying on Sa[urday that 10 ol I;EZ!I :‘I‘.!'::bm?l, 5 iz cas, 84w, e, B o
He spoke with AFP ahead of péople had died across the o | e B =
the Los Angeles ceremony for western part of the state Bt A An.y/f, ans Anse, fpe.y, T
the prestigious Silicon Valley- p 1 St #efTlb coTeeera (2Ns) cs P HIP-A
e o4 . c
Two people were Killed Bt ()5, HTENTE IG5 (4 00, (AT 1.5, AP, TTE1530
founded.award.. . due to floods in Kentucky, T s ———
) He will I‘eCSIVC $3 m}lllqp for according to state Governor ¥ | e so.40, i g Gremns, s» Framm wrergd affE, T, sasm .
his work on “base editing” and Andy Beshear, including a AT e -
“prime editing,” and plans to child who was “swept away M| s S s fow w, o3 YA SRR 6, [, G
donate most of it to support his by floodwaters.” ’ o | e a-ao
charitable foundation. Photos qhafe d on social TR A T, So-33, TR B, §E T, W (T, (AT, 5T
“The ability to change a DNA - . d 1 ) 1‘ di h d | T st A Ty
. § > : That insight led his lab to ; I and local media  showe e yae, i AuEn SR W, FTEEA GT6T, % W, BTS00
sequence of our choosing into < C S L il ltsel. widespread damage from Tiews corsatiant s
a new sequence of our choosing ~9€VelOP base cditing, which uses “This was the first time ) } sal i P P G
g the Cas9 protein — disabled so the storm across several BRI A (¥ B, A A9, S A3, #9 B, 0T, 5Eaae
is a fundamentally very powerful b that humans have corrected a : 1 e corsemice s weto
Heem it can no longer cut both DNA . . states, with homes torn ar | !
capability,”  the  5l-year-old d find DNy Mutation that causes a genetic apart,  toppled  trees Bw1z 701 e-20, By, CATE A2-Sbafa, PR, UFR]
said, foreseeing uses not just in Strands — t(zi I S I discase in a patient,” Liu said. downed power lines and o | B et e Ee
human medicine but areas like Sequence an another enzyme to B diti Yol chilibeal g N B o, TIH MEEHRR, T34
ase editng, quickly dubbe overturned cars fa :
developing more nutritious or <convertone letter to another —for 5 ; g cor | TTE NI RO g
ping CRISPR 20, can’t fix every “Severe Widespread Fara: o= 28 FER, =@ 196, FIE]-Ya0s
disease resistant crops example, Cto Tor G to A. : ’ - L
o e DS. - mutation. flash flooding is expected” ; car areen erare _IT-db
DNA is made up of four Reversing the change - from T . . A WAL | e AT 30, 8 A2, -8, B, GRALsSes
; - her. Liu About 70 percent of the into Sunday in parts of the = S
chemical ~ “letters” -- the wWCorAtoG--wastougher.Liv's = 0 1100.000 known di i Least on. th [ =T
nucleotide bases A, G, T and C. (eam overcame the challenge OUg, Y T 0 . Scasce ccn_lra -castern region, l € i Bars wien grweirgt, Bragpema Fyas, Wy, S
N A : . . . T causing mutations remain out of National Weather Service 5 T
by engineering entirely new AT TEfees fivs -k
Mutations in this sequence cause Y g g y o o SR . . 6l
e - its reach, including those caused (NWS) said, warning that fEFTAE o8, HT #6A, BIH-3000i
Ao T GRS, Yl (T, ; by missing or extra letters “lives and property are in
until recently, gene editing could ~ These base editors can now yT o gn ol TRy great danger.” ) Boray o, Rt arBE T 6 TEwe Wits, Yot Ul endiy qEe wdermy Wewf goreny
only fix a limited number of them. ~ correct about 30 percent of the ode ba dpri N 03_ b 'UZSOiQ Two "storm_related SRS EEHT G998 SIS 9 S w6/ S FHEY 156 (4IF SRS KA 4 W
Fven  CRISPR Cas9, the mutations that cause genetic ntroduced prime editingin .zt deaths o scorded e = e a¥
groundbreaking technology that diseases. The technology is a.method' capable of replacing i ntag\/[ is~so Jricrcand rcocr(l)er ein e
carned a Nobel Prize in 2020, has ~ already in at least 14 clinical trials. ~entire sections of faulty DNA Indi S di . (GHER)
major limitations. In one of them, Beam With corrected sequences. nhdlana, ~ according = (O SIS 12 FEE
local media reports and GD- 822 (SIS, G|
authorities.




