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Inethciency holding power sector back
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As a result, power generation capacity

exceeds demand by 40 percent, far

beyond the optimal 8-10 percent.
Additionally, a shortage of skilled

manpower has led to poor planning

and higher costs.

Saifur made three
recommendations to improve the
power sector: reducing demand
by improving energy efliciency,

increasing solar power installation as
much as possible, and looking at the
opportunities for cross-border power
transfer.

Speaking about distribution issues,
he said having a capacity beyond the
demand is useless without stronger
transmission and distribution.

Most power cuts happen here due
to distribution issues as voltage and
frequency fluctuate a lot, he added.

The electricity coming from India
through Bheramara is also more
expensive  because  Bangladesh’s
power network is weak, which
increases costs. A $500 million high-
voltage direct current (HVDC) was
installed for Indian power imports,
though strengthening the local grid
with flexible AC transmission systems
(FACTS) could have been a more cost

Experts voice
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tour to China.

The Brahmaputrais a transboundary
river originating from the Angsi Glacier
near Mount Kailash in the Himalayas. It
flows roughly 3,000km through China,
India, and Bangladesh before emptying
into the Bay of Bengal. The river
also receives significant catchment
contributions from Bhutan.

The $137 billion project aims to
generate 60 gigawatts of electricity
— nearly three times the capacity of
China’s Three Gorges Dam (22.5 GW)
- and would be powerful enough to
meet the annual electricity needs of the
United Kingdom.

Chinese state media has described
the Medog Hydropower Station as a safe
and ecologically sensitive project that
will help meet China’s carbon neutrality
targets. But environmentalists and
regional experts have raised alarms over
the possible downstream impacts.

“Thesedays,managementofcommon
river systems anywhere in the world
prioritises the participation of people

effective solution, Saifur said.

“Our grid system is incompatible
with India’s, causing higher costs.
Additionally, we need to upgrade
our grid to be able to handle more
renewable energy.”

About the Integrated Energy and
Power Master Plan-2023, he said the
country lacks short-term goals.

“We don’t have clear targets for
what we’ll do in 2030, 2035, or 2040.
It's unclear what the alternatives
will be if fuel costs spike. We need a
realistic plan for such situations.

“Some parts of our national
energy plan are wunrealistic, like
using hydrogen as an alternative
fuel. This is very expensive. Even the
US is struggling with hydrogen fuel.
How will we manage it? Without a
market for hydrogen, it’s impractical.
Hydrogen import is also costly.
The idea of a hydrogen hub in the
plan is not viable since there is no
demand for the fuel domestically or
internationally.”

Saifur said reducing demand by
improving power plants’ efliciency and
increasing the use of energy-saving
products should be the top priority
of Bangladesh. “We can increase the
use of solar power and small nuclear

concern

in the basin and riparian states from
the inception to the implementation
stage of any infrastructure project that
interferes with the natural flow,” said
Sharif Jamil, environmentalist and
Bangladesh country representative for
Riverkeeper, an NGO.

“But unfortunately, the entire
Ganges river system in Bangladesh has
already been damaged due to long-
standing unilateral interventions and
water-diverting projects in India.”

Jamil warned that China’s project in
such a geographically sensitive location
could further compound the challenges
facing downstream countries. “Now
China with this giant project is in a very
sensitive geographical location over the
Brahmaputra river system!”

Malik Fida A Khan, executive director
of the Centre for FEnvironmental
Geographic  Information  Services
(CEGIS), voiced concerns about the
ecological and hydrological impact of
the dam.

“Seventy percent of the dry season
flow of the Ganges-Brahmaputra-

The foreign couple who fought
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foreigners risked their lives for us was
truly extraordinary,” he added.

Speaking at the event, James
Goldman, acting British deputy high
commissioner to Bangladesh, called
their story a powerful demonstration
of the enduring relationship between
Bangladesh and the UK.

He said that the UK was among the
first nations to recognise Bangladesh
in 1972 and has maintained a strong
partnership with the country ever since.

German Ambassador to Bangladesh

From climate
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— four hours beyond the usual work time
- but they did not pay me overtime,” he
recalled.

Many other migrant workers from
this region faced similar ordeals. Some
were unable (o secure jobs, while others
were beaten, harassed, or deceived
into paying money, only to have their
passports confiscated.

Mamunur Rashid from Koyra,
Khulna, spent Tk 5 lakh to migrate to
Cambodia but had to return after 26
days. “I wasn’t given a job and received
limited food. My family sent money for
my return ticket, but my employer took
it,” he said.

He later somehow managed to buy a
ticket and return home.

The  study  highlights  rising

Achim Troster said, “We stand by
Bangladesh and will remain a reliable
and trustworthy partner -- hopefully
towards more democracy and a less
antagonistic political landscape.”

Speaking at the event, Syed Ahsan
Habib Rana, secretary general of
Gulshan Society, said, “Fifty four years
ago, a nation was born not just through
the struggles of its own people but also
with the unwavering support of voices
from across the world -- voices that
refused to stay silent.”

Moderating the event, Srabanti

plants, and we can look for cross
border power transfer.

“Since we have limited resources,
we can import electricity from
Nepal, Bhutan, and India. China
also has significant hydro potential
in Kunming, and they sell power
to Vietnam. There was an offer for
a Kunming-Myanmar-Bangladesh
electricity link, but that didn’t
happen.”

He added that such transfer of
electricity has some challenges, like a
halt to power supply by the exporter.
“There can be some UN treaties to
prevent countries from cutting off
power supplies without the consent of
the recipient country.”

As nuclear energy is a lengthy and
expensive way to meet the demand,
the country could use small modular
reactors (SMRs), a type of small
nuclear power plant with a capacity
from 50 to 120 MW, the expert said.

These are easy to install and less
risky and do not waste huge amounts
of water, according to him. “China,
the US, Argentina, Russia, and
South Korea are already using SMRs.
We could collaborate with these
countries.”

Saifur thinks the rise in Rooppur

Meghna [GBM] basin that passes
through  Bangladesh  comes via
the Brahmaputra,” he said. “Any

intervention of this magnitude could
seriously reduce dry season flows.”

He added that over 50 percent of the
sediment Bangladesh receives comes
through the Brahmaputra, playing a
crucial role in land formation in the
delta region. Disruption to sediment
flow could also increase riverbank
crosion as the river system adjusts (o
changes in water-sediment balance.

“We’ll be able (o assess the full scope
of the impact when we will get the
technical reports we’ve requested from
China,” he said.

Jamil emphasised the need for legal
and institutional cooperation among
all riparian countries.

“Bangladesh should have ratified the
1997 UN Watercourses Convention long
ago as the lowest riparian nation,” he
said. “It should have seriously pursued
joint organisational and legal frameworks
(o manage the entire GBM basin together
with all five riparian states.”

Datta, cultural secretary of Gulshan
Society, said that the exhibition is
particularly valuable for younger
generations. “It offers a powerful
lesson on the significance of global
solidarity and humanitarian efforts in
a nation’s struggle for freedom,” she
added.

As visitors at the exhibition walked
past rare photographs, historical
documents, and firsthand accounts of
the Connetts’ activism, one message
stood clear - humanity knows no
borders.

displacement to debt traps

international migration from the
Sundarbans due to climate-induced
displacement.

International migrants from the
region now make up 14 percent, up from
(wo percent in 2022.

According to Bureau of Manpower,
Employment and Training (BMET) data,
786 people from the region migrated
abroad for work between October 2022
and September 2023, compared (o 477
people during the same period in the
previous year -- an increase of 65 percent
in 12 months.

Talking to The Daily Star, Shakirul
Islam, chairperson of OKUP, said
climate-induced disasters have become
more frequent and severe in Bangladesh,
particularly after cyclones Sidr in 2007
and Aila in 2009, forcing people to

migrate both locally and abroad.

“Their migration isn’t voluntary;
they are driven by debt and the need to
rebuild their lives amid persistent threats
of climate-induced disasters,” he said.

After migrating abroad, most of
them face severe hardships, including
unpaid  salaries, excessive  work
without compensation, and even food
deprivation, he said.

He wurged the government (o
intervene, calling for foreign embassies
to actively engage with migrant workers,
address their grievances, and ensure
their rights.

The study surveyed 1,050 houscholds
from 64 villages, incorporating key
informant interviews and seasonal
transect walks from July 2022 to
September 2023.

Nation pays glowing tributes to Sanjida
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Rabindra Sangeet “Amar Mukti Aloy
Aloy”. The platform where her body
was placed was soon covered with floral
tributes, honouring her legacy.

On the tribute stage, songs were
performed by Bulbul Islam, Shaheen
Samad, Laisa Ahmed Lisa, Partha
Tanveer Naved, Ruchira Tabassum, and
many others.

Chhayanaut’s vice president and
essayist Mofidul Hoque said, “The grand
celebration of Pahela Baishakh that we
see today was shaped by the efforts of
Sanjida Khatun. She created a bridge
between Chhayanaut and our society.
She continues to live on in the hearts of
many.”

The tribute ceremony at
Chhayanaut’s courtyard concluded with
the rendition of “Aguner Poroshmoni”
and the national anthem.

To pay their respects at Chhayanaut,
Fahmida Khatun, Ramendu Majumdar,
Khurshid Alam, Shaheen Samad, Selina
Malek Chowdhury, Iffat Ara Dewan,
Minu Hoque, Khairul Anam Shakil,
Shamim Ara Nipa, Shibly Mohammad,
and many others were present.

Several organisations also paid
tribute with flowers, including Surer
Dhara, Bangladesh  Muktijuddha

Mancha, Dhaka Theatre, Liberation
War Museum, and Kanthashilon,
among others.

From Chhayanaut, the coflin was
taken to the Department of Bangla at
Dhaka University. At 2:30pm, the coffin
was taken to the Central Shaheed Minar,
where people from all walks of life bade
their final farewell until 4:00pm.

Subsequently, the coffin was taken
to the BSMMU morgue. However, the
family of the deceased has stated that
no further decisions have been made
regarding the next steps.

Born on April 4, 1933, Sanjida
was raised in a household of intellect
and creativity. Her father, National
Professor Kazi Motahar Hossain, was a
renowned academic, while her mother,
Sajeda Khatun, was a homemaker.

She completed her undergraduate
studies in Bangla Language and
Literature from the DU in 1954 before
pursuing a master’s degree at Visva-
Bharati University in India. In 1978, she
earned a PhD from the same institution.

While academic circles were only
one aspect of her vast contributions,
music was her soul’s calling. A disciple
of legendary musicians such as Sohrab
Hossain, Shailajaranjan  Majumdar,
Abdul Ahad, Kanika Bandyopadhyay,

and Nilima Sen, she mastered Rabindra
Sangeet, Nazrul Sangeet, and Bengali
folk music. Her passion led her to co-
found Chhayanaut in the early 1960s,
an institution dedicated to preserving
and promoting Bengali music and
cultural traditions.

During the Liberation War, she played
a crucial role in forming Bangladesh
Mukti Sangrami Shilpi Sangstha, using
music as a tool of resistance against
oppression. Throughout her life, she
remained steadfast in her belief that
culture was not merely an aesthetic
pursuit but a medium for social change.

Her involvement in the Bratachari
Movement, a cultural and social reform
initiative led by artist Quamrul Hassan,
further highlighted her dedication to
progressive ideals. She also stood at the
forefront of the Language Movement
in 1952, standing against oppression
and advocating for the right to Bangla
language and identity.

Honoured with numerous accolades,
she received the Ekushey Padak, one of
the country’s highest civilian awards, for
her outstanding contributions to music
and culture. In 2021, her influence
crossed borders as she was awarded
India’s Padma Shri, the country’s
fourth-highest civilian honour.

Nuclear Power Plant’s cost to cross $12
billion was supposed to happen. “In
the US, nuclear plants often cost 2-2.5
times more than initially estimated.
Equipment costs rise, and there are
inspections, testing, and time delays.”

The plant has 230kV and 132kV
lines, but the 400KV line is still not
ready. The Power Grid Bangladesh
PLC says the existing lines can handle
1,200MW of power, but the Russians
disagree.

They have said they need gas-based
backup, but Bangladesh cannot afford
to keep 1,200MW of gas-powered
backup running, according to Saifur.

“There’s also the issue of where
to use the electricity from Rooppur.
Will it be transmitted to Dhaka or
used elsewhere? This highlights
the importance of having skilled
manpower who can anticipate such
costs and plan accordingly.”

About the nuclear  waste
management of Rooppur, Saifur said
there was no investment plan on how
the waste will be disposed of.

Uranium fuel rods that heat water
to produce steam for generating
electricity need to be replaced every 18
months. After being used up, the rods
remain hot for a while. In the US, these

spent rods are stored in swimming
pools for at least two years to cool
down before being transported for
long-term storage, he said.

He added that Bangladesh plans
to send nuclear waste to Russia, but
there’s no clarity on interim storage
and transportation costs.

Saifur, a lifetime fellow of the US
Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers (IEEE), said that at least
30 percent of the total power mix
of Bangladesh should come from
renewable sources.

However, installing coal-based
power plants despite the need (o
cut such sources for environmental
reasons was a necessary step, he added.

“We needed power, and without
coal, we would have faced serious
shortages. We don’t have hydro or
enough gas, so coal was the only viable
option. We can consider more nuclear
power plants, but that will take another
10 years. This served as an intermediate
solution to meet energy needs.

“As for carbon  emissions,
Bangladesh’s emissions are negligible
compared to larger countries, SO we
have the moral right to use coal,” said
Saifur, who led the IEEE delegation as
its president at the COP-27 climate

summit in 2023.

About coal-fired plants, he said
raising their efficiency from 40 percent
to 44 percent could cut coal use by 10
percent. To increase the efliciency of
these plants, Bangladesh could use
financing from the $100 billion loss
and damage fund under the UN.

Saifur  believes  Bangladesh’s
engineers should join international
training programmes and global
conferences. Engineers from
countries like India, Nepal, Malaysia,
and Myanmar gathered in Singapore
last year for the Conference of the
Electric Power Supply Industry, but
Bangladesh had no representation.

“The best way to improve skills
is by building connections with
neighbouring countries and like-
minded nations. We should have more
interactions with Thailand, Indonesia,
Singapore, Japan, South Africa, and
the Middle East.”

Besides, the Power Management
Institute should prioritise training
by foreign experts over bureaucratic
concerns, he said. “That doesn’t
happen here. Our bureaucracy is
focused on administrative matters like
the benelits, cars, drivers and peons,
rather than the core issues.”

People throng the Sadarghat launch terminal to travel to the southern districts for the Eid holidays. The rush is

expected to intensify as Eid nears.
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First bird flu case since 2018 detected

FROM PAGE 12

Contacted, Prof Tahmina Shirin,
director of the Institute of
Epidemiology, Disease Control and
Research, told The Daily Star that
they were unaware of the detection
of bird {lu in poultry. Bangladesh first
detected a case of bird flu transmission
to humans in May 2008.

Suman Hawlader, president of the
Bangladesh Poultry Association, an
organisation representing marginal
farmers in the country, said farmers
were already facing significant
challenges for various reasons.

Therefore, the government should
take appropriate measures to prevent
the virus from spreading. Otherwise,
the poultry sector would face a
disaster, he warned.

The association in a statement

said approximately 370 farms were
closed, leaving farmers financially
devastated, when more than 10 lakh
chickens were culled during the first
bird flu outbreak in the country in
March 2007.

Another outbreak of bird flu
among poultry was reported in the
country in 2018. The poultry industry
did not suffer significant losses at
that time.

Nearly 50 lakh chickens were
culled, and many more farms were
forced to shut down towards the end
of 2017 when bird flu resurfaced in
several regions.

About the latest case, the
association in its statement said,
“The situation is highly concerning,
and if the government does not take
immediate and effective measures,

more farms may shut down and
severely impact the country’s
economy.”

It urged the authorities to enforce
strict monitoring to prevent the sale
of sick chickens.

It also called on the government
to form a special task force to ensure
prompt inspections in affected areas
and implement effective disease
prevention measures.

“In this situation, it is crucial to
provide financial assistance and
compensation to affected farmers,
accelerate research, and launch
vaccination programmes,” it added.

Highly pathogenic avian influenza,
commonly knownasbird flu, has spread
globally in recent years, including in the
US, leading to the culling of hundreds
of millions of poultry.

India reathirms support for Bangladesh
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cach other’s interests and concerns,”
it reads.

Indian President Droupadi
Murmu in her message to President
Mohammed  Shahabuddin  said
India-Bangladesh  relations  are

multi-faceted with the cooperation
encompassing diverse areas such
as trade, multimodal connectivity,
development partnership, power and
energy, education, capacity building,
cultural cooperation and people-to
people exchanges.

Bangladesh is at the focus of
India’s “Neighborhood First” and “Act
East” policies, SAGAR doctrine and
the Indo-Pacific Vision, she said.

“India reiterates its support for a

democratic, stable, inclusive, peaceful
and progressive Bangladesh,” she
said.

US, CHINA GREET BANGLADESH
In a statement, US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio extended heartfelt
congratulations to the people
of Bangladesh on Independence
Day, reaflirming his support for
Bangladesh’s democratic journey.

He highlighted the significance of
this year’s celebration as Bangladesh
prepares for an election.

“This celebration comes at a
pivotal point in Bangladesh’s history,
as the Interim Government prepares
the nation for elections that will allow
the people of Bangladesh to choose
the path forward for their nation,”

DU Fine Arts 26th batch
won't be a part of it
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Traditionally, both students and
faculty members organise the

celebrations together, with funds
coming from art sales and donations.

Students also alleged that the
planning of the Mangal Shobhajatra
has been politically motivated this
year, particularly in the design and
mural selections, including the mural
of Abu Sayed, which sparked criticism
on social media.

University authorities, however,
argue that when a single batch
manages the event, financial
mismanagement and a lack of
accountability often arise.

Prof Azharul Islam Sheikh, dean
of the Faculty of Fine Arts, said the
decisions regarding the celebrations
were taken in three teacher-student
meetings.

Moving forward, he said, the event
will be integrated into academic
activities and included in the syllabus.
This change is intended to prevent
conflicts arising from the involvement
of abatch that has already graduated,
he added.

“This event is part of our large-
scale workshop. No single batch will
be allowed to manage it exclusively,”
he also said.

Rubio said in the statement uploaded
to the State Department website.

He emphasised the US support
for Bangladesh’s journey towards
a bright and democratic future,
expressing eagerness to continue the
partnership in promoting economic
development and regional security in
the Indo-Pacific region.

He reaffirmed the US commitment
to working together to make “both
our nations safer, stronger, and more
prosperous”, he added.

The Chinese Embassy wished
Bangladesh a journey of progress.

“On behalf of the people of China,
we extend our warmest greetings
to the people of Bangladesh on this
glorious Independence Day,” it said.

Yunus wanted
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hold a bilateral meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping. Following his China
visit, Yunus will attend the BIMSTEC
summit in Bangkok on April 3-4.

According to the press secretary,
Bangladesh has submitted another
request for a meeting between Yunus
and Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on the sidelines of the BIMSTEC
summit, and is currently awaiting
India’s response.

Meanwhile, Modi wrote to Yunus
yesterday, extending felicitations to the
people of Bangladesh on the occasion of
Independence Day.

Yunus’s China visit is the second
high-profile trip by a South Asian leader
in recent months, reported The Hindu,
following Nepalese Prime Minister
KP Sharma Oli’s visit to Beijing in
December 2024.



