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DHAKA-NARSINGDI-BHAIRAB

BR launches two 
commuter trains
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

Bangladesh Railway (BR) yesterday introduced a pair 
of commuter trains on the Dhaka-Narsingdi-Bhairab 
Bazar route to improve connectivity between Dhaka 
and its neighbouring districts.

Additionally, the BR has replaced coaches of the 
commuter train running on the Dhaka-Narayanganj 
route. The train, with a capacity of over 1,000 
passengers, will operate 16 times a day, both during the 
day and at night.

Railways Adviser Muhammad Fauzul Kabir Khan 
inaugurated the service at a programme at Kamalapur 
Railway Station in Dhaka.

Speaking at the event, he said the interim 
government is prioritising the needs of people outside 
Dhaka, as Chief Adviser Prof Yunus has directed them 
to ensure that development reaches areas beyond the 
capital.

Case filed over rape 
of girl in Gopalganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A youth was sued on the charge of raping a six-year-old 
girl in Gopalganj on Tuesday.

The father of the girl filed the case with Kashiani 
Police Station.

The accused Akash Mollah, 18, is a resident of a 
village in Kashiani upazila.

According to the case, the child’s mother had gone 
to a nearby field, leaving her at home on March 20. At 
that time, Akash allegedly took the child to a nearby 
bush and raped her.

When the matter became known, some influential 
locals allegedly pressured the family not to take legal 
action. 

Officer-in-Charge Md Shafiuddin Khan said, “Efforts 
are underway to arrest the accused.”

STAR REPORT

The interim government will attempt to ensure 
justice for at least some of the murder cases related 
to the July-August uprising, said Environment 
Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan yesterday.

“The brutal killings in July and August must 
be properly addressed. We will try to deliver some 
verdicts within our short tenure,” she said.

The adviser was talking to reporters at 
the National Memorial in Savar while paying 
tribute to the Liberation War martyrs marking 
Independence Day.

Addressing the challenges faced by the 

‘Will try to ensure 
some verdicts in 
our tenure’
Says Rizwana on uprising

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

At least one person was killed and six others were 
injured in a clash between two factions of BNP 
over formation of new committees at Baraiyarhat, 
Chattogram yesterday morning.

The body of Javed, 40, bore multiple stab wounds, 
said Mirsarai Upazila Health Complex sources.

The leaders and activists -- who were excluded 
from the new committees -- clashed with the 
supporters of newly-appointed leadership, said 
Sabbir Mohammad Selim, officer-in-charge (OC) 
of Jorarganj Police Station.

Despite the local administration imposing 
Section 144 from 8:00am yesterday to 8:00am 
today to prevent unrest, BNP activists engaged in 
violent confrontations.

On March 24, the BNP announced the convening 
committees for Baraiyarhat and Mirsarai 
municipalities.

1 killed, 6 hurt as 
BNP factions clash
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SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

The reserve forest in Majher Char 
under Patuakhali’s Rangabali 
upazila is depleting rapidly due to 
illegal logging.

Allegedly, a local influential 
individual with political backing has 
been expanding his fish enclosures 
by encroaching on forest land 
through tree felling under the cover 
of darkness since 2020.

During a recent visit, this 
correspondent found clear evidence 
of deforestation, including tree 
stumps and aerial roots hastily 
covered with soil or hidden within 
loose branches and debris.

According to locals, Jewel Sikder 
has been occupying deforested 
land in the area to expand his fish 
enclosure. Initially, he operated 
under the political shelter of the 
Awami League, and even after the 
party’s ouster last year, he has 
continued his activities under the 
banner of the BNP.

Recently, he has constructed 
dams, dug drainage canals, and 

installed culverts within the forest 
to facilitate water flow to his fish 
enclosure, locals said.

The local BNP leaders, however, 
claimed that Jewel had no affiliation 
with the party.

The reserve forest acts as a natural 
shield against storms and tidal 
surges, protecting the coastal region. 
If it disappears completely, the area 
will be left defenceless against such 

natural disasters, and wildlife will 
suffer due to habitat loss, said Zakir 
Hossain, a local fish trader, urging 
urgent action to stop the illegal 
logging and land grabbing.

Contacted, Jewel Sikder refuted 
the allegations, claiming he was 
cultivating fish on land either legally 
recorded in his name or leased by 
him. He alleged that a group with 

malicious intent was making false 
accusations to harm his reputation.

The Majher Char Reserve 
Forest falls under the jurisdiction 
of Kankunipara Forest Camp of 
Rangabali Forest Range.

Narayan Chandra Majumder, in-
charge of the camp, said officials 
had found evidence of forest 
grabbing during a site visit following 
complaints. 

A drainage canal was discovered 
inside the forest, and the fish 
enclosure had been expanded across a 
100-metre stretch of illegally occupied 
land. The matter has been reported to 
higher authorities, he said.

Md Shafiqul Islam, divisional 
forest officer in Patuakhali, said an 
inquiry has been launched, and the 
assistant conservator of forest has 
been directed to investigate. If the 
allegations are proven, legal action 
will be taken, he added.Rangabali 
Upazila Nirbahi Officer Md Iqbal 
Hasan said he was aware of the 
situation and that higher authorities 
would be informed for necessary 
action.

MAJHER CHAR IN PATUAKHALI

‘Political backing’ fuels 
forest encroachment

Workers carrying logs after cutting trees in the reserve forest in Majher Char under Patuakhali’s Rangabali 
upazila. Due to unabated illegal logging, the forest is on the verge of disappearing.
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