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Pay our due wages, bonuses right away
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The event, titled “We Want 
Freedom for Fish, Meat, Rice, 
and Wages,” was organised 
by the Ganatantrik Adhikar 
Committee, which urged 
the interim government 
to ensure payment of all 
outstanding wages and 
bonuses to workers across 
the country.

Speaking at the rally, 
researcher Maha Mirza said, 
“Workers have gone unpaid 
for three months while 
factory owners continue to 
deceive them. When they 
protest, police attack them. 
Under the Awami League 
government, workers faced 
repression, and the situation 
remains unchanged. Instead 
of being sympathetic, we 
are becoming even more 
inhumane.”

She demanded that 
all pending wages and 

allowances be cleared 
before Eid.

Raju Ahmed, general 
secretary of the Garments-
Textile Sramik Federation, 
said, “We had to protest 
for our wages even under 
Awami League’s rule. If we 
still have to fight for our 
rightful dues, then what 
has changed?”

Workers said factory 
owners had repeatedly 
assured them of payment 
but failed to deliver, leaving 
them in financial distress 
ahead of Eid. 

They demanded wages 
for January and February, 
food allowances, Eid 
bonuses, and the current 
month’s salary. Protesters 
vowed to continue until 
their dues were settled.

Since March 23, workers 
from several garment 
factories, including TNZ 

Apparels Limited and 
Apparels Plus Eco Limited, 
have been staging sit-ins in 
front of the Shrom Bhaban.

On Monday afternoon, 
at least five police 
personnel and several 
workers were injured as 

protesters marched toward 
the Secretariat.

Meanwhile, the National 
Citizen Party’s labour wing 
also held a demonstration 
in front of Shrom Bhaban 
expressing solidarity with 
the protesting workers.

Prime suspect
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linked to conflicts involving 
criminal networks.

According to Rab, Sayed 
and another individual 
named Mehedi had been 
extorting money in the 
Gulshan and Badda areas 
for several years. After the 
fall of the Awami League 
government on August 
5 last year, Mehedi fled 

but continued collecting 
extortion money through 
Sayed.

However, Sumon later 
began extorting money in 
the same area on behalf of 
another group, known as 
the Robin group, leading to 
a conflict between the two 
factions.

Rab said Sayed planned 
Sumon’s murder on 
Mehedi’s orders. He, along 
with Belal and four to five 
other members of their 
group, began monitoring 
Sumon daily.

On the evening of March 
20, Sayed and others 
met at his house, armed 
themselves, and went 
to Gulshan in search of 
Sumon.

Around 9:00pm, they 
spotted Sumon sitting in 
front of Police Plaza and 
shot him. When Sumon 
attempted to flee, he was 
shot multiple times before 
the attackers escaped.

A case was filed with 
Gulshan Police Station 
against unidentified 
individuals following the 
incident.

Will try
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government, she said, 
“There are conventional 
challenges that every 
government encounters. A 
process has now begun to 
build consensus on various 
reforms, and this must be 
carried forward through 
proper procedures with 
collective efforts.”

“Another key task 
is to ensure credible 
elections and meet public 
expectations,” she added.

Asked about the 
possibility of achieving 
political consensus, 
the adviser said, “Our 
expectation is that we will 
rise above personal and 
party interests for the sake 
of national interest.”

“However, different 
people perceive issues 
differently, and we need to 
bridge these differences. 
It will take time and must 
go through a process,” he 
added.

She expressed hope 
that experienced political 
leaders would prioritise 
national interests.

People waiting in line from early morning, amid scorching heat, to purchase essential goods at subsidised prices 
from a TCB truck. On the occasion of Ramadan, the truck is selling sugar, chickpeas, lentils, oil, and onions. The 
photo was taken from the Power House corner in Khulna city recently. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

Syndicate extorts
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Fare hikes are primarily 
attributed to inflation, 
extortion, employee Eid 
bonuses, and owners’ profit 
motives.

Besides, the absence of 
passenger representatives 
in monitoring teams has 
made oversight ineffective.

Jatri Kalyan Samity also 
presented figures for how 
much would be extorted 
from passengers using each 
mode of transportation, 
with long-distance buses 
and minibuses taking Tk 
90 crore extra from 30 lakh 
passengers and city buses 
taking Tk 12 crore from 40 
lakh trips.

The Samity emphasised 
that the fare hikes are 
exacerbating the cost 

of living, encouraging 
corruption, and increasing 
road accidents.

To curb these issues, 
it urged authorities to 
introduce digital fare 
collection, ban cash 
transactions, use CCTV 
for fare monitoring, 
and improve transport 
governance.

Present at the press 
conference were newly 
elected Chairman 
Mohammad Zakaria, 
former election 
commission secretary Syed 
Ahmad, former Dhaka 
Transport Coordination 
Authority executive 
director Mahmudul Hasan 
Russell, and Mohammad 
Alauddin Masud.

1 killed, 6 hurt as BNP
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North District BNP 
President Golam Akbar 
Khandaker was appointed 
convener, while Nurul 
Amin, also known as Kala 
Amin, was named member 
secretary. However, 
another faction led by 
Nurul Amin, also known as 
Chairman Amin, opposed 
the decision and began 
demonstrations.

According to locals, 
tensions had been 
simmering since Monday 

night, with multiple 
incidents of chase-and-
counter-chase between 
rival groups.

Mirsarai Upazila Nirbahi 
Officer (UNO) Mahfuza 
Jerin said, “Intelligence 
reports indicated a possible 
clash ahead of the March 
26 programme, prompting 
the imposition of Section 
144.”

Additional police and 
army personnel had been 
deployed to restore order, 
she added.


