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ACC sues ex-
chief whip 
Noor-e-Alam 
and wife
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption 
Commission (ACC) has 
filed two separate cases 
against former chief whip 
of the Jatiya Sangsad Noor-
e-Alam Chowdhury Liton 
and his wife Jinnat Parveen 
Chowdhury for illegally 
acquiring assets worth Tk 
71.30 crore.

ACC Director General 
Akhtar Hossain confirmed 
the information at the 
commission’s headquarters 
in Segunbagicha, Dhaka 
yesterday.

Noor-e-Alam was 
accused of acquiring illegal 
wealth worth Tk 57.49 crore.

Additionally, he allegedly 
conducted suspicious 
transactions worth Tk 
232.11 crore in eight bank 
accounts under his name.

Jinnat was accused of 
acquiring wealth worth Tk 
13.81 crore illegally.

Two children 
drown in 
Kurigram canal
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Lalmonirhat

Two children drowned in a 
canal in Tepakutir village 
under   Nageshwari upazila of 
Kurigram yesterday evening.

The deceased are: Riya 
Moni, 4, daughter of Rubel 
Fakir of Teparkuti village; 
and Atiqur Rahman, 
5, son of Rasel Mia of 
neighbouring Charbalabari 
village. They were cousins.

The children were playing 
near their house. At one 
point, they fell in the canal 
and drowned. Their bodies 
were later found floating in 
the canal, said Rubel.

OC Nazmul Alam, of 
Kachakata Police Station, 
confirmed the incident. 

SC gets two 
new judges
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two High Court judges 
were elevated to the 
Appellate Division of 
the Supreme Court 
yesterday.

With their 
appointments, the 
number of judges at the 
Appellate Division now 
stands at seven.

The judges 
are Justice AKM 
Asaduzzaman and 
Justice Farah Mahbub.

P r e s i d e n t 
M o h a m m e d 
Shahabuddin appointed 
the judges under article 
95(1) of the Constitution, 
according to a gazette 
notification by the law 
ministry.

Chief Justice Syed 
Refaat Ahmed will 
administer the oath of 
office to them at the 
Supreme Court Judges’ 
Lounge around 10:30am 
today.

The two judges were 
appointed as judges of 
the High Court Division 
of the Supreme Court 
during the tenure of 
the BNP-led four party-
alliance government.

BARISHAL UNIVERSITY

Teacher shortage disrupts 
academic activities

SUSHANTA GHOSH, Barishal

An acute shortage of teachers has 
left Barishal University struggling 
to conduct academic activities 
smoothly, exacerbating students’ 
woes with prolonged session jams.

Since its inception in 2011 
with 480 students across six 
departments, the university has 
expanded to 25 departments 
under six faculties, with student 
enrolment now exceeding 10,000. 
However, the number of teachers 
has not increased proportionally, 
creating a vacuum that continues 
to disrupt academic activities.

According to university sources, 
session jams ranging from six to 
18 months persist across various 
departments. As per international 

standards, there should be one 
teacher for every 20 students, but 
BU currently has a teacher-student 
ratio of 1:64. Some departments 
have been forced to curtail syllabi 

by half in an attempt to mitigate 
session jams, raising concerns 
about the quality of education.

At present, the university employs 
210 teachers, of whom 54 are on 
study leave, leaving just 156 actively 

teaching. While the approved 
faculty strength stands at 266, the 
university’s organogram suggests 
that the actual requirement 
is 493. Despite recruitment 
announcements in March and June 
2024, administrative delays have 
stalled the process.

“Teachers are struggling with 
excessive workloads, often taking 
five to eight classes daily alongside 
administrative duties,” said 
Associate Professor Sanjay Kumar 
Sarker of the Bangla Department.

Professor ATM Rafiqul Islam of 
the Botany Department said the 
crisis is compromising the quality 
of education.

Students expressed frustration, 
stating that the shortage of teachers 
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Sheikh Motaleb sells a variety of local and foreign perfumes and attar at Chawk Bazar in Barishal city. With Eid 
approaching, demand is high, enabling the 77-year-old to sell products worth Tk 2,500-3,000 daily, earning a 
profit of around Tk 700. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: TITU DAS

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Thakurgaon

Sarjis Alam, chief 
organiser (north) of 
National Citizen Party, 
yesterday visited his 
hometown in Panchagarh 
for the first time since he 
took on the leadership 
role in the newly formed party last month.

His journey began with a flight from Dhaka to 
Saidpur, after which he travelled the remaining 
100 kilometres by road, half of which he was 
accompanied by a long motorcade. 

The homecoming turned into a political 
spectacle as Sarjis toured all five upazilas of 
Panchagarh, making his presence known with a 
showdown.

Sarjis, who hails from Atwary upazila of the 
district, arrived at Saidpur Airport at around 
11:30am, where his close associates were waiting 
for him with several vehicles. After speaking to 
journalists at the airport, he set off for Panchagarh.

By noon, he reached the Farmgate area of 
Debiganj upazila, where NCP leaders and activists 
from all five upazilas of the district welcomed him 
with a motorcade. 

Sarjis stages 
showdown in 
Panchagarh
Motorcade, rallies mark 

his visit
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